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Tormented
by Guilt

Senior Treasury Official,
Michael Parsonage, 51,
bludgeoned his wife to
death last November while
depressed and tormented
with guilt over an affair
with a colleague, the Old
Bailey heard on 14 June.

Oxford educated Mr Parson-

age was “in turmoil” when he
killed his wife Carole, 50, with a
claw hammer on the doorstep o

their Durham Road home. He
admitted to manslaughter, after

his plea of not guilty to murder

was accepted, on the grounds o

diminished responsibility.
The court heard that five

hours before the attack Mr Par-
sonage had sought help fromq

the psychiatric unit at Barnet
General Hospital. Unfortu-
nately, the junior doctor who

saw him had been hoodwinked

by Mr Parsonage as to the ex
tent of his medical condition

have been admitted as an in-1973, was described as ki
patient, rang the hospital justreliable and highly intelligen
before she was attacked to sayHowever, in 1998 he began §
that he was pacing the houseaffair with a married colleagug
and refusing to go to bed. and, after a trip with her l'l

The prosecuting counsel Australia, he began tofeel guil
told the courtthatit was almost and obsessed with the idea t
certain that Mr Parsonage hadhis wife would find out.
armed himself with the ham-  In the following months he
mer while his wife was on the became increasingly anxio
phone and attacked her as theand agitated before eventua
fcaII drewto anend. He thenranconfessing to his wife that
o :

his pyjamas, towards the High |ationship”. Depressed and feg
Road where he ran into theingthathe was living a “doublg
gath of a greengrocers’ vanlife” he became more and mo
nd was critically injured. withdrawn. When interviewe
The court heard that Mr by the police he said thatont
Parsonage had first met his wifeday of the attack he had bee
when they were both students at “highly charged state of anx
xford, but both had gone ontoety, panic and not in control
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Vis MP demonstrating his

éubj]ee 2000 at the East Finchley Community
estival. See the centre pages for our full festival
review. Photo by David Tupman

support for

marry other people. After their myself”.

began a relationship and mar-to a psychiatric unit at Ealin
ried in 1994. Parsonage, whoHospital for further reports a
‘had worked for the treasury sincewill be sentenced on 30 July.

respective marriagesendedthey MrParsonage was reman(:E

and allowed him to go homs.
His wife, who believed he shoulfl

Tube
tragedy

A 44-year-old man from
Ballards Lane fell in front
of a southbound Northern
Line train recently and re-
ceived severe limbinjuries.
Itis not known wether or noj
it was an accident but a Britis
Transport Police spokespers

said that there is a strong possi

bility that the man jumped.
A specialist fire unit, similar

toonethatwas axed from FinchlgyPay

oN

fire station last year, travelle

Marathon leg-end

Did Tom the Butcher's man
break his own London Mara-
thon record this year?

Sadly, no. It was thg
last three miles that dic
for him. Bobby Stapleg

was going well until a
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Fortis Green
Crossing

There is a public meeting
at Avenue House, East End
Road, N3 at 7 pm on 20
July as part of the ongoing
campaign for a crossing on
Fortis Green.

Anyone who isinterested in
the campaign for a crossing is
urged to attend.

about half an hour to his
time. He finished in just
over four hours, ang
raised morethan £1,00
for the North London
Hospice.

If you promised to
sponsor Bobby, pleas
come up with the cash,.
Asyet, noteveryone has.
He's done his bit to helf
the Hospice. Nowthey'rg
waiting for you.

D

up or else...Bobby Staples photo by Erini Rodis

from Euston to free the man
taking 20 minutes to arrive.
He was then transported k
airambulancetothe Royal Lo
don Hospital where he had hj4
left foot and part of his left ar
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amputated and is now in a stg

ble condition.
The incident is not bein
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LU TOWRY 0161 883 0033

Properties urgently required - now is the time to sejl!

treated as suspicious by poli

JEstate Agents and Valuers « Established 1873 L

Hotblack Dixon & Co.

Estate Agents

Our success rate in N2 is very high indeed,
obviously in Hampstead Garden Suburb
but also in East Finchley.

We have often obtained better prices from
our base in the Suburb, so

Please call us for a free valuation
or try us if you are on a
multiple agency basis

17 Market Place, Hampstead Garden Suburb
London NW11 6JY

0181 458 8411

e Visit your community newspaper on-line at http://archer.tsx.org -




