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¢ Three strategically located offices.
4 Extensive experience of the locality.
4 Free evaluation without obligation.

East Finchley
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Muswell Hill Alexandra Park
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A community newspaper for East Finchley run entirely by volunteers.

By Daphne Chamberlain

Library

Booked

Crowds follow the procession into Cherry Tree Wood for the East Finchley Festival.

Photo by David Glick

All the Fun of the Fair

Once again the East Finchley Festival was a roaring success.

See the centre pages for our photo spread.

...............................................
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Have a cool summer with
our full range of fans - also rental
of mobile air-con. units for
office & home.

ALL DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
WORK UNDERTAKEN
BY QUALIFIED ELECTRICIANS

10% off with
this coupon!

* Exterior lighting design * :
38, High Road, East Finchley N2 9PJ

Tel: 020-8444 7994 Fax: 020-8444 6075 Mobile: 07973 509 322
www.everything-electrical.com
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Stockists of a wide range of vitamins, homeopathic remedies, and herbal products.
Open Till 6:30pm (Mon - Fri) 6pm Sat - Parking Available
129 East End Road N2 0SZ Tel 8883 0442 /

At the Barnet Council cabinet meeting on 16 June it
was decided that public consultation about the siting
of the library would now begin in September. Council-
lor Mike Freer, Member for Value and Effectiveness,
stated that it was right to consult both library users
and non-users. The object would be to find out what

Refurbishment estimate

revealed

One option would be
refurbishment of the present
library, the estimated cost
of which is in the region
of £650,000. This would
include overhauling the
pitched roof, renewing and

Warning on Windows

A warning from Barnet BoroughWatch

Recently there were six burglaries, all on one night in the
Borough of Barnet, where thieves stole valuable vehicles
by gaining entry to homes through open windows and

unlocked doors.

Once inside the home,
thieves were able to find the
car keys and then steal the
vehicle from outside.

Early hours

during the early hours of
the morning. As always, it
is imperative that residents
ensure that windows and
doors are securely locked,

even if they don’t own a

The majority of these
valuable car.

offences were committed

36 High Road
East Finchley N2 9PJ

020 8883 0033

Properties urgently required - now is the time to sell!

PRICKETT
& ELLIS

TOMKINS

| Estate Agents and Valuers .Established 1767 |

Hotblack Dixon & Co.
Estate Agents

Our success rate in N2 is very high indeed,
obviously in Hampstead Garden Suburb
but also in East Finchley.

We have often obtained better prices from
our base in the Suburb, so
Please call us for a free valuation
or try us if you are on a
multiple agency basis
17 Market Place, Hampstead Garden Suburb
London NW11 6JY

020 8458 8411

people want from their library service.

painting some of the flat roof,
damp penetration treatment
to exposed walls, modernisa-
tion of the heating system,
rewiring, redecoration,
provision of a lift, removal
of some interior walls and
partitions, new shelving and
furniture. It does not include
professional fees or ICT re-
cabling.

If Park House were to
be put up for open sale, the
best price would obviously
allow expenditure in educa-
tion, etc. Meanwhile, it will
be offered to HGS Institute
on a temporary basis.

Consultation question

Several Councillors men-
tioned the volume of e-mails
and messages received from
members of the public, and it
was asked whether the form
of the consultation would
allow people to make their
own comments. This ques-
tion was taken back for
discussion.

It was said again that
using the first floor of the
proposed Waitrose devel-
opment as a library is only
one of the possible options,
although no other option
was specified. No detailed
planning application can
be considered until after
the consultation.

The Controlled Park-
ing Zone was agreed to
be a success, but could be
reconsidered in future — if
necessary.

The specific question of
the Waitrose development
was not pursued.

e Visit your community newspaper on-line at www.the-archer.co.uk -

30/06/2003, 21:38
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Thank you to Madden’s Ale
House for providing us with
a meeting place.

|| Your contributions )

THE ARCHER team wishes
to thank all the generous
people who give up their
spare time, in all weather,
to deliver the paper for us.

If you have a news item, memory
or anecdote please send it in to us

at the above address.

14 Julyis the copy deadline
for the August issue.

Utilities (for N2)

Eastern Energy 0800 783 8838
London Electricity 0800 096 9000
OFTEL 020 7634 8700
Thames Water 0845 920 0888
Three Valleys Water 0845 782 3333
Gas consumers cncl. 0645 060708
Transco Gas Emerg. 0800 111 999

Councils

Barnet

Admin/Town Hall 020 8359 2000
Council Tax 020 8359 2608
Recycling & refuse 020 8359 4600
Health Authority 020 8201 4700
Com’ty Health Cncl 020 8349 4364
Benefits Agency 020 8258 6500
Employment Service 0208258 3900
Haringey Council 020 8489 0000

Leisure

Alexandra Palace 020 8365 2121
Copthall Sports Ctr. 020 8361 8658
E. Finchley Library 020 8883 2664
GtNorth Leisure Pk. 020 8343 9830
Muswell Hill Odeon 0870 505 0007
Phoenix Cinema 020 8883 2233
Tourist Info Service 0870 1264018
Warner Cinema Village 020 8446 9933

*Calls to 09065 numbers are
charged at £1.50 per minute.

Help & Advice

Barnet Racial Equality Council 020 8446 0445
Childline 0800 1111
Citizens Advice Bureau 020 8349 0954
Cruse Bereavement Care 020 7431 7122
Disability Info Service 020 8446 6935
E Finchley Advice Service 020 8444 6265
Gingerbread 020 8445 4227
Missing Persons Helpline 0500 700700
National Debt Line 0808 808 4000

NSPCC 0800 800500
Rape Crisis Centre 020 7837 1600
Relate 020 8445 0888
Samaritans 020 8889 6888

Refuge National Crisis Line 0870 599 5443

Health Advice

AIDS Helpline 0800 567123
Alcoholics Anonymous 020 7352 3001
Barnet MENCAP 020 8203 6688
CancerLink 0800 132905
Carers National Assoc. 020 8343 3665
Drinkline 08009178282
Drugs Helpline 0800 776600
Health Information Service 0800 665544
Homeopathic Helpline 09065 343404*

MIND 020 8343 5700
N. London Blood Service 020 8258 2700
OAP’s Advice

Barnet Age Concern 020 8346 3511
Barnet OAPs Welfare 020 8441 4853

Contact (N2) 020 8444 1162
Counsel & Care 0845 300 7585
Help the Aged 0800 096 2541

Crime
Emergency 999
Finchley Police 02082001212

Golders Gr. Police 020 8209 1212
Muswell Hill Police 020 8442 1212
CrimeStoppers 0800 555111
Victim Support 020 8343 4435

Hospitals

Barnet General 020 8216 4000
Coppetts Wood 020 8883 9792
Edgware General 020 8952 2381
Finchley Memorial 020 8349 6300
Oak Lane Clinic 020 8346 9343

Royal Free 020 7794 0500
St Luke’s 020 8219 1800
Whittington 020 7272 3070
Western Eye Hosp 020 7886 6666
Transport

BR Enquiries 0845 484950

020 7646 0000

02086687261
LT Enquiries 020 7222 1234
Grey-Green 020 8800 8010
National Express 08705 808080
020 8759 4321

City Airport
Greenline

Heathrow

Animal Welfare
Nat Strays Bureau 09065 123999*
RSPCA 0870 5555999

L------------------------------J

Photo by John Dearing.

Tipping

By John Dearing

Fly tippers have visited Viceroy Close twice in as many
weeks, leaving heaps of builders’ rubble blocking the
residents’ garages. Old cookers, refrigerators, beds and
so on, distributed around the Viceroy Close access area,
have made it a total eyesore.

Barnet Council Environ-
mental Health officers have
visited the area, and are urging
the freeholders to clear the
mess, but will have difficulty
enforcing anything on what is
private land, despite itbeing, in
practice, a public car park.

Residents say that there
is little anyone can do unless
there is a gate placed across
the entrance. This isunlikely to
happen before there is aresolu-
tion to the planning application
to develop this area, which has
been outstanding for over two
years, and shows no signs of
being either accepted or

Blocked in - residents of Viceréy Close are unable to use their garages..

42 Church Lane, London N2 8DT.
Tel/Fax: 020 8444 6265

General Advice.

Monday to Friday: 10am -
12.30pm and 1.30pm - 4pm.
Thursdays: 7pm - 8pm.
Immigration Advice.
Tuesdays: 7pm-8pm by appoint-
ment only.

Legal Advice.

Tuesdays: 7pm - 8pm.
Councillors’ Surgery.
Saturdays: 10am - 11.30am

Contact East Finchley’s
Community Police Officer,
PC Paul Carter, at
The Community Office,
Golders Green Station,
Tel: 020 8733 5562 or e-mail:
paul.carter@met.police.uk

Community Services

< Credit Union, Green Man
Community Centre 020 8883
4916

< Careers advice, Green Man,
Community Centre 020 8883
4916

< Toy library, Muswell Hill 020
8444 0244/ 8489 8774

North
Finchley
CPZ

The Controlled Parking
Zone at North Finchley
was rescheduled to starton
16 June instead of 27 May.
Anyone who purchased a
parking ticket that started
before 16 June will receive
an allowance when renew-
ing the permit next year.

The scheme, centred around
Tally Ho Corner, will operate
between 9am and 5pm on
Monday to Saturday. It will
incorporate bays for residents,
businesses, and pay-and-dis-
play, which will all operate
between these hours.

Misery

refused, despite the guidelines
on planning authorities to the
contrary.

A Worthy Home for

Preloved Items

By Erini Rodis

If you balk at spending £20 for the council to cart your
old furniture off to a landfill site, then here’s a possible

alternative.

The Kings X Furniture
Project is an organisation that
takes surplus large furniture
and distributes it to otherwise

Flytippers will be Prosecuted

A man who dumped bags of rubbish in an Edgware
street has been ordered to pay £300 costs and given a

conditional discharge.

He was prosecuted after officers from Barnet’s Environmental
and Neighbourhood service found documents in the rubbish relating
to an address in the same road. The resident of that address had
asked the accused to put the bags in a council skip, but instead

they were just dumped.

Councillor Brian Coleman said, “I hope this case serves as a
warning to anyone who thinks they can abuse Barnet’s streets.
They can be sure that if we hear about it, we will track them down

and prosecute.”

30/06/2003, 21:41

unfurnished homes.

By recycling unwanted
domestic goods in this way
they are not only passed on to
people who really need them,
but the amount of bulky goods
which would otherwise go to
landfill or incineration is
reduced.

Based in Tottenham Hale,
the project is staffed mainly
by volunteers. This keeps
costs down, so a donation
towards running costs would
be appreciated...call Austin
on 020 8493 0900 for details
of the scheme, or to get some-
thing large very conveniently
picked up!



L NEEN

b

b =

3

JULY 2003

THE ARCHER -

Changed Plans
at School

By Daphne Chamberlain

Bishop Douglass School has abandoned its original plan
for a sports hall and community centre because it would
have been inappropriate for the site.

The scheme, which was
backed by New Opportunities
Funding, would have entailed
extensive hall lets, a fitness club
and ayouth centre. However, the
school had reservations about
its suitability for the area. These
doubts were reinforced by a peti-
tion and feedback from neigh-
bouring residents, who feared
increased noise and traffic.

Scrapping the planmeantthe
loss of New Opportunities Fund-
ing. However, the Department of
Education and Skills has agreed
to give 100% funding for a new
school sports hall, to be open to
the public for no more than 10%
of its total hours of use. It will
continue to be available for small
community groups.

Outgoing Head Mike Kelly
invited neighbouring residents
to a meeting at the school last
month, where they viewed the
plans. Work on the sports hall
is due to begin this August and
finish next May, while the sci-
ence block should be completed
this September.

Care for the community
The revised arrangements
will still provide extra parking

space, which should help to
relieve congestion in the roads.
Angela Murphy, due to take up
her post as Head in September,
toldresidents thatstaffand pupils
would park on school premises.

A part-time gardener will
‘soften’ the car park area and
frontage with landscaping, and
although an electrical sub-station
has to be installed at the junction
with Manor Park Road, residents
were assured it would be safe.

The meeting agreed that
social events at the school
would finish by midnight, with
everyone outofthebuildingand
away from the immediate area
by then. The school also agreed
that building work would not
start before 8am.

Angela Murphy pledged to
continue Mr Kelly’s work in
‘turning round’ pupil behav-
iour, emphasising that all
complaints would continue
to be taken seriously.

Both Heads stressed the
importance of good com-
munity relations, and it was
agreed that Bishop Douglass
would host regular meetings
with its neighbours in future.

Waste Watching

By Erini Rodis

Delegates in Avenue House tucked into a breakfast of
croissants, scrambled eggs and lashings of tea and coffee
on 3 June while guest speakers provided information on
“why it pays to be green”.

Run by the Waste Watch Business Network, the free breakfast
was held to inform businesses about implementing simple cost
saving ideas that will also benefit the environment.

Delegates were asked to imagine the scenario of a business
required to reduce environmental impact and were asked to choose
quick and low-cost savings from arange of waste reduction, energy
and water efficiency actions. The idea was to get them thinking
about environmental initiatives that could easily be introduced
into their work places.

Best green practice

Waste Watch Business Network is a membership based not-for-
profit waste minimisation network that has been running since 1998. Its
aims are to help its members reduce waste disposal costs and improve
their overall environmental performance. Their services include waste
minimisation surveys; a helpline for advice on environmental issues;
recycling and purchasing discounts and regular newsletters and semi-
nars. For more information contact Victoria Howse on 020 8745 4117

2003July03.indd

or victoria@wastewatch.co.uk, or visit www.wastewatch.org.uk

08717 334465
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Whetstone Farmer's Market is a local source of fresh, orgémic and unu—sua/ foods. Photo by Daphne Chamberiain.

Barnet Stalls on

Market

By Daphne Chamberlain

Why is Barnetin danger oflosing its Farmers’Market?
London Farmers’ Markets are threatening closure
unless trade picks up, while markets elsewhere are

holding their own.

I spoke to the stallholders,
whoall told very much the same
story. Initial response was very
good, but then the customers
disappeared. Takings on one
stall have dropped by 80%,
and another now has one person
serving instead of two.

Allbut one of the stallholders
stand regularly at other markets,
which they say are much better,
supported. There may be a slight
downwardtrend everywhere, one
told me, but nothing like here.
Others are still busy, and have
many more regular customers.

Use it or lose it

So what is the problem? Is it
the venue? Some would prefera
site in a busier area, but others
are happy with the main road,
and one was particularly appre-
ciative of Barnet’s signs.

Is it the day? That probably
can’t be changed. “Anyway,”
said one, “Ifpeople could come
atthe beginning, they could still
come now.”

Hasitbeentheweather?““Well,
Whetstone has certainly lived up
toitsname,” but then “all markets
are affected by weather.”

Most of them agreed with the
London Farmers’ market repre-
sentative, who would like parking
restrictions relaxed to allow them
an earlier opening —at 10am.

Glimmer of hope

Meanwhile, there is a glim-
mer of hope. Trade has picked
up slightly in the past couple
of weeks, and they are just
coming into the summer fruit
and vegetable season.

Last week [ saw wild rabbit
and pheasant, fresh eggs, buf-
falo’s milk cheese, fresh fish
you can order, hand-madebread,
honey straight from the hive (the
beekeeper is there only once a
month), and some ‘different’
plants.The Farmers’ Market
is at High Road, Whetstone,
almost opposite Waitrose, at
11am every Friday.

Hens Teeth Antiques

Antiques Bought and Sold

Restoration, Uphotstery ard

French /Dﬂ//&é/}y of Feriod
and Modern Farniture
Call Martin Murray

0208883 - 0755
Mobile 07970 625 - 359
Cree Godfrey Wood

Solicitors
Commissioners for Oaths

Hours: 9.30am to 5.30pm.

email:admin@creegodfreyandwood. co.uk

28 High Road, London N2 9PJ
Tel: 020 8883 9414 / 9496 / 0989

www.creegodfreyandwood.co.uk

Midhurst Butchers

Certified organic meat
at reasonable prices
Free-range poultry

Home-made sausages
(including Boerwors)

2 Midhurst Parade,

Fortis Green, London N10
Tel. 020 8883 5303

ADVERTISEMENT

confidence enormously.

RECORD NUMBER OF AWARDS FOR LOCAL STUDENTS

Students at the East Finchley Kumon centre have achieved a record number of gold,
silver and bronze certificates for Maths and English. Children attending the Kumon
Maths and English classes in East Finchley achieved a place on a national Advanced
Student Roll which lists all children who have mastered work beyond the level
expected for children of their age. Students start the Kumon programme with an
individual assessment and the programme at a level that suits their current ability.
Starting at this level enables students to gain the magic 100% and this boosts

The Kumon programme is designed to complement the Maths and English children do
at school through extra practice and extension of work. Currently over 3 million
children study Kumon around the world. With daily practice, the students master the
basics and develop good concentration.
Once enrolled course fees for each student are £41.00 per month per subject
For more information contact 020 8361 9705.

Fllg’}” Soc

Summer Sizzlers

Scholl sondol;
new styles now available

C.W. Andrew Pharmacy

32 High Road N2 Tel: 020 8883 1559

VICTORY AUTO SERVICES

Formerly of High Road East Finchley

T/A Motor Services of Muswell Hill

Air-Conditioning - Recharge & Servicing

Mechanical repairs, tyres, bodywork, clutches, exhausts
MOTs by appointment

30/06/2003, 21:52

109 Fortis Green East Finchley London N2 9HR
Tel: 020 8883 9707 / 0023 Fax: 020 8482 9179
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Hungry for Hungary?

By Diana Cormack

By the time you read this The Old Europeans will be no more. At the end of June,
after fifteen years in business at 106 High Road, John and Elizabeth Kertai are clos-
ing their Hungarian restaurant and moving to Bridgewater. However, they are not
retiring, but are planning to open another restaurant down in Somerset serving con-

tinental style dishes.

John left Budapest for
London after the Hungarian
revolution in 1956. He came
tothe High Road property after
one of his sons had been using
it as an outlet for his bakery
business. With few Hungarian
restaurants around, the ambi-
ence, décor and, of course,
the food, often accompanied
by authentic live music, soon

earned The Old Europeans a
London-wide reputation, with
listings in many a gourmet
guide. Unlike some restau-
rants, the dessert menu was
always as strong as the main
course, with authentic and
delicious Hungarian speciali-
ties. The proof of the pudding
was in the eating, for eighty
per cent of the clientele were

regular customers.

Johntold THE ARCHER, “We’ll
be sorry to leave East Finchley;
it’s a friendly place.”

He has been a long-term
friend to THE ARrRcHER, for
he was one of our original
advertisers.

At the time of writing there
are plans for a Thai restaurant
to open on the premises.

Just for the Record

By Diana Cormack

Passers-by may have been puzzled when the sign above The Bargain Centre at 212
High Road was changed to The Green Party. Rumour has it that when the original
sign collapsed, Noel Lynch, who ran a bric-a-brac business in the front part of the
premises, just happened to have another one handy! Since taking up his seat as
Green Party member on the GLA Noel has given up his shop, so there is due to be
yet another sign above it and this time it will say “Alan’s Records.”

Backroom boy

Though he is giving the
place anew look Alan Dobrin
is no newcomer, for he has
been selling records from
the back room there for the
last nine years. During this
time he has built up a wide
reputation, having custom-

ers from all over the world,
including famous names like
Jarvis Cocker, Corner Shop
and Bitty Mc Lean. Whatever
you like, you should be able
to find something amongst
Alan’s collection of 10,000
records and 3,000 CDs,
which date from the 50s to

Set Meze
A selection of 8 Cold Mezes
Including Humus, Cacik,
Tarama & Dolma.
Followed by 6 Hot Mezes
Including Falafel, Borek,
Liver & Hellim.
Followed by a Mixed Grill Platter
or Vegetarian Alternative
Finished with Fresh Fruit and
Complimentary Tea or Coffee

£13.50 (Per Person)
(Minimum 2 people)

Tee MEZE BAR

RESTAURANT

sk sk sk sk sk skeoske sk ok sk ks skeske sk sk sksk

Fish Meze
A selection of 8 Cold Mezes
Including Humus, Cacik,
Tarama & Dolma.
Followed by 6 Hot Mezes
Including Falafel, Borek,
Kalamar & Prawns.
Followed by Fresh Salmon
Finished with Fresh Fruit and
Complimentary Tea or Coffee

£15.50 (Per Person)
(Minimum 2 people)

Tel: 020 8883 5060 / 020 8883 3544

214-216 High Road East Finchley London N2 9AY

the present day.

Words and music

The space he vacated has
now been filled with second
hand books, the range of
which is difficult to describe,
though from literature to
witchcraft has been sug-
gested. These are the respon-
sibility of Gerry Ingram, who
has contributed pieces to THE
ArcHER over the years. Gerry
is careful about the books he
chooses but you’ll have to go
and browse to see ifhis choice
is to your taste.

Alive and kicking

Alan, who originally came
to East Finchley for only six
weeks, told THE ARCHER,
“We’re here to keep vinyl
alive and kicking.”

But Alan is also helping
to keep the High Road alive
by bringing in people to visit
his shop.

The shop is open from
Tuesday to Sunday, from
12.00 noon to 6.30pm.

THE ARCHER - 08717 334465

How East Finchley
Welcomed Ethnic

Cuisine

By John Dearing

If you lived or worked in East Finchley in the 1950s or
1960s you could have eaten out at the Black Bess, Ron’s,
the Manhattan or the Empire cafés, or fish restaurants,
the Enterprise or the Venus (which later became Peter’s
and is now the Poseidon). These establishments would
have served largely traditional English dishes.

Eastern and western

promise

In 1970, a foretaste of the
future came from the Chinese
community with the opening
of'the China Garden restaurant
(now the Mandarin) at 152
High Road. East Finchley’s
first taste of food from the
Indian sub-continent came
in 1975 when the Shilalipi
Indian restaurant opened on
the site of what is now Gertie
Brownes free house. At about
the same time, the Kentucky
Fried Chicken chain (who
also, arguably, serve ethnic
food) opened on the corner
of Huntingdon Road and the
High Road.

Many readers will no doubt
remember with affection the
Nicola Stage Tavern, open
from 1976 to 1988, which
would have been the first
introduction to Greek cuisine
(and Greek music and dance)
for many people.

Surprisingly, given the
presence of an Italian com-
munity in London from the
turn of the last century, it
would seem that the first Ital-

ianrestaurant in East Finchley
(except, perhaps, for the ear-
lier Ferdenzi Cesari café), the
Trattoria Casalinga, opened as
late as 1975. Later it became
the Villa Borgese, moving
from 82 High Road to 114
(now Bar XL) in 1988.

Increasing competition

Competition for the Asian
pioneers came in 1981 with
the Quality Tandoori, and 1989
with Shanghai Shanghai.

Morerecently East Finchley
has been able to dine at The
Old Europeans Hungarian res-
taurant and the newly opened
Mezes Bar (2003).

Mention should also be
made of our first ethnic shop.
This was the Mahavir Sweet
Mart, started in 1972 by the
Sheth family, originally from
Kenya, which is still going
strong. They specialise in Indian
sweets and savouries.

Most of the information
for this article came from
the Post Office and BT
directories, so all dates are
approximate. The help of the
Barnet Archive is gratefully
acknowledged.

Too Sexy for my Pub?

A karaoke night held on Whit Saturday at The Five
Bells public house on East End Road raised £120 for
the charity Lupus UK. This is in addition to the £50
raised there at Easter by both adults and children
taking part in such events as table football, egg and

spoon and sack races.

Organiser Sippy Azizol-
lah would like to thank Eddie
Goodman for his support and
encouragement as well as all
those who attended and gave
their time and money, with a
special mention for pub man-
ager Pat O’Shaughnessy. On
a bet of £50 before he would
perform, nearly £64 was col-
lected to persuade him to
sing “I’m too sexy for my
shirt.” This was over half
the amount actually raised,
proving perhaps that Pat is
too sexy by half!

OBITUARY

The Archer is saddened to
reortthe death of NORAH
WHITE, who died sud-
denly on Sunday 22 June
after a short illness.

Norah had lived in East
Finchley for 58 years. She
was an active lady, always
willing to help others, espe-
cially the elderly. Norah
greatly enjoyed her scrabble,
bingo and soap operas. She
will be sadly missed by all
her friends and family.

VOICE
COACHING

Learn to make the most of
your voice and presentation
skills. Emerge speaking with
a new-found confidence!

fﬁ‘“"\q\
% il 7
ﬁ\:‘_\‘tﬂ_ﬂ_p/ ri]

Call Simply Speaking on
0208 365 3242

www.simply-speaking.co.uk

30/06/2003, 21:56
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Fish and Chips

By Diana Cormack

Fish and chips has long been regarded as a traditional
British meal. You went to the chippie and that’s what
you got. But gradually things began to change. Saveloys
and sausages, chicken and pies, mushy peas and gherkins

THE ARCHER - 08717 334465

were added to the menu.

Many people will remember
Peter’s Fish Bar at 102 High
Road, now the Poseidon Fish
Bar and Restaurant, where,
according to the present owner
Stelios Andreou, there hasbeena
fish and chip shop for over thirty
years. He has only been there for
not quite two of those years, yet
inthattime he has brought about
changes which would probably
amaze the original owner.

Your meal might consist of
hamburgers or doner and shish
kebabs. You can spice up your
dish with curry sauce. All very
international and a long way
from the basic battered meal for
which the British have become
known all over the world.

Casting wide

Now, instead of the tradi-
tional fried fish, customers at
the Poseidon restaurant can
choose to have it grilled. Some
things don’t change though, for
cod is still the most popular
fish. There is a wide range to
choose from, including Dover
Sole, Sea Bass and Sea Bream

with all the fish being of high
quality and delivered fresh daily
from Billingsgate.

“People will travel far for
good fish,” Stelios told me and
said that some of his clientele
come fromplaces as farasaway
as Gants Hill and Watford. He
named well-known customers
such as Stanley Baxter, Martin
Bashir, Steve McFadden and
other members of the cast of
EastEnders.

Friday fryday

It may be a hangover from
the Roman Catholic tradition or
justagood way to start the week-
end, but Friday is still the busi-
est day. Last year, unbeknown
to Stelios, the shop was visited
by someone from the Good
Eating Guide. This resulted
in an award of distinction for
excellence, with a certificate
of outstanding achievement for
maintaining very high standards
of traditional quality and cus-
tomerservice. Obviously Stelios
and his staffhave no need to fish
for compliments!

Allergy

By Daphne Chamberlain

Attack

Allergies can be fatal. They can bring on anaphylactic
shock,in which blood pressure drops dramatically, tissues
swell and the throat closes. If treatmentis not administered

Fresh tomatoes, paxamati bread, slices of halloumi cheese and a portion of makaronia dou fournou are
accompanied by bowls of black eyed beans with spinach, raw onion and vegetables, or a mixed salad topped

with yoghurt and Calamata olives. Be generous with the oil
and lemon. .. Photo by Erini Rodis.

Middle Eastern food
in East Finchley

By Erini Rodis

What is Greek food? Is it all kebabs in pitta? The meze,
like the Spanish fapas, is a recent arrival on our High
Road and consists of many delicacies for sharing. Or do
you think of mousaka? This classic layered mince and
potato dish is labour intensive to make and chronically
mispronounced! So please let the stress fall on the last
syllable; it should be: mou-ssa-kah!

When I was young ‘exotic’ food included Yorkshire pud and
toad-in-the-hole, just because we didn’thave them athome! Shops
like Continental, which has been run by four Cypriot families
since the sixties, supply ‘exotic’ foods, like Greek yoghurt, olives,
taramasalata, houmous and tatziki, as everyday foods.

Same difference

CHEQUES
WE CASH
Wages Cheques, DHSS Cheques,
Inland Revenue Cheques.
Personal Cheques CASHED
PAWNBROKING SERVICE
Sale and Buyback on Jewellery
CASH LOANS
020 7267 9102
325 Kentish Town Rd. London NW5
Written details available on request

MIKELLIDES PODIATRY CLINIC
State Registered
Chiropodist/Podiatrist

Miss H.C. MIKELLIDES BSc (Hons)
SRCh MChS DpodM

COOTES
PHARMACY

134 High Road East Finchley
London N2 9ED

020 8883 0073

immediately cardio-respiratory arrest causes death.

The mostcommon allergens
are peanuts (groundnuts), tree
nuts, dairy produce and eggs,
fish and other seafood, wheat,
and soya. Whether eating out or
preparing meals athome, people
with severe allergy reactions
face potential problems.

Check it out

Aspokesperson for the Ana-
phylaxis Campaign, a national
charity with over 7,000 mem-
bers, advises always checking
out a restaurant, preferably
beforehand. Ask to speak to
the chef. If he or she shows
uncertainty, be very wary. Tell
them clearly what the allergy
is. If there is a language barrier,
write down the offending food
inthe other language. Whenever
possible, have a witness.

Ask how the food is pre-
pared. Cross-contamination
— e.g. using the same knife, or
re-using an oil which has been
used for the allergy-causing
food — is dangerous.

Check, when your order
arrives, that ingredients
have not been substituted.
It has been known for flaked

almonds, for example, to be
replaced by peanuts.

There is no legal obligation
for caterers to list ingredients,
but if they give you wrong
information which triggers
an allergic reaction, that is a
criminal offence.

Show and tell

Follow the same guidelines
at home, and be scrupulous
about checking ingredients of
anything each time you buy.
Manufacturers can — and do
—make changes, and that extra
ingredient could be lethal.

When entertaining, always
ask your guests whether they
are allergic to anything. Young
people, in particular, can feel
awkward about making a
fuss or drawing attention to
themselves.

People with severe allergies
should carry medication at all
times, and make their compan-
ions aware of this.

Useful websites are
www.allergyaction.org and
www.anaphylaxis.org.uk.The
Anaphylaxis Campaign can be
contacted on 01252 542029.

The culinary overlap in the eastern Mediterranean
means that many recipes are similar but with different
names: for example Greek dolmates = Turkish dolma
= Cypriot koubebia = stuffed vine leaves! Feta goat’s
cheese (great in salads) is from mainland Greece, while
halloumi, (delicious sliced and grilled) is Cypriot.

Turkish cuisine includes deep-fried meatball kofies.
The Lebanese have gadeifi, a sort of spun pastry sur-
rounding the same honey and crushed nuts filling as
paklava, which is made with filo pastry, which in turn
is used to wrap a number of delectable fillings, both

sweet and savoury.

To give a salad a Greek twist just add the juice of a
freshly cut real lemon, a little salt and a generous amount
of extra virgin olive oil. Or drizzle this concoction over
a fresh hunk of koullouri bread and eat it alongside a
plateful of louvi (black-eyed beans with spinach), or
fasolia (white kidney beans) stewed with celery. Round

it all off with a little Turkish/
Greek coffee (it’s all grown in
Nicaragua anyway) for a sense
of gastric fulfilment...

If we are what we eat, then
how many different cultures we
becoming? Who cares? As my
late Auntie Evrou, who could
tell how ripe a watermelon was
just by tapping it, used to say,
“Now hush, and eat!”

LOOK! LOOK! LOOK!

Do you want to combat: FACIAL AGEING LINES

Take control of: ACNE, ACNE ROSACEA
ECZEMA, PSORIASIS

'Fed-up' with the pain of: SINUSITIS

Want relief from: SPORTS INJURIES

Then you need to contact me ‘Trisha' on
020 8883 2452 for 'COSMOLIGHT’ ™
Holistic Light Therapy treatment.

This Revolutionary treatment encourages your
cells to regenerate leading to natural healing
without the aid of pharmaceuticals.

To experience this totally holistic treatment
call me on 020 8883 2452 ask for Trisha.’

5
ST. JOHNS CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALIST CHURCH

Tele: 020 8446 1725 ~ Web: www.stjohnsfinchley.co.uk
Services
Sunday 6.30 p.m.
Thursday 7.30 p.m.

Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 6.30 p.m.
Healing every Tuesday between 1 p.m. & 3 p.m.
Weddings ~ Christenings ~ Funerals (at the church or cemetery)
by arrangement with the Minister
All are welcome

“. Promotion!
 Presentation!

e Whatever you are doing!
"= We have the Lighting,

&= Sound & FX Technology I

: to make it a Success!

% Hire&Salel

Open 10am-6pm ||
Closed Tuesdays

«m= 172 High Road,

¥ East Finchley, N2
FaxNo.+44(0)20 8883 5117

=1
3 020 8883 4353

0

Holistic Aromatherapy Massage

Marisa and Giovanni - Fully Qualified
Professional Therapists (IFPA)

Stress, Joint Pain, Backache, Emotional Imbalance etc.

East Finchley Tel:(020) 8883 3320

\
J‘O/

flowers by
Josephine's

58/60 High Road, East Finchley
London N2
Tel: 020 8883 3598 & 020 8444 9569

EST 35 Years
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North London Performing Arts. Photo by Erini Rodis

If you went down to the woods...

Saturday 21 June saw the start of yet another successful East Finchley Festival. The
boys and girls enjoyed their football event at Strawberry Vale on Saturday; they also

Zoolaski. Photo by Alison Roerts

Below: Training
on the green with
the Territorial
Army

Photo by Alison
Roberts

— ~ - ...-.’r: 3
Teresa Harrison & Oliver on the Martn School
stall. Photo by David Glick

enjoyed the best of the weather.

Sunday’s event started with
agrand parade from Strawberry
Vale to the main venue at Cherry
Tree Wood. The theme of year’s
parade was ‘The Green Man’,
which inspired a number of
attractive costumes.

Atthe main venue there were
many stalls - offering produce,
games or simply giving infor-
mation. There were lots of
activities for children, includ-
ing face painting, drawing, story
telling, fairground rides and a
bouncy castle.

Heavenly aroma

A wide array of food stalls
sent wonderful smells floating
across Cherry Tree Wood. This
year there seemed to be even
morestalls, offering a good vari-
ety of snacks and beverages. As
always, the beer tent did a roar-
ing trade. Many people relaxed
on the grass with a cool beer to
enjoy the music from the newly
named ‘ArcHER’ stage. Unfortu-
nately there were a few techni-
cal hitches with the PA system,
but it didn’t appear to spoil the
atmosphere and, hopefully, had
nothing to do with the new name!

Photo by Erini Rodis

The Festival Organisers would
like us to say a special thank you
to AntiguaJoe, who stepped into
the breach with an impromptu
acoustic set when the PA failed.
At the other end of the park, an
equally enthusiastic crowd
enjoyed music and perform-
ance art on the low stage.

Here’s to next year
East Finchley is extremely
fortunate to have such an event,
where we can sit in the sun,

e fuel for' a picnic in th park.

eat, drink and chat to friends
whilst enjoying the entertain-
ment around us. On behalf of
the people of East Finchley we
would like to offer our thanks to
the many dedicated volunteers
and generous individuals and
businesses who have helped
make this great event possi-
ble. With your continued sup-
port, we look forward to many
more fun summer weekends in
Cherry Tree Wood.

Congratulations to both!

Competition winners:
Guess how many words on the page - Sarah Ebner of Baronsmere
Road came closest to the correct total of 1122.
Treasure Hunt - Martin Earl of Leslie Road found Archie’s arrow.

Above: The procession passes The Phoenix. Photo by David -G/./'d{r
Left: The game must go on - basketball in the park. Photo by Erini Rodis

R
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Above: The procession advances down Summerlee Avenue. Photo by
David Glick. Top left: enjoying the festival. Photo by Alison Roberts.
Left: Margaret Donnachie & Tilda. Photo by David Glick

Buzz junkie;. Photo by Alison Roberts

The East Finchley & O

Chinese dragon in Cherry Tree Wood. Photo by David Glick
o
DENTAL CENTRE ¢

%(.I—l-l [ C l-l I\/[ Izs BRO s Dedicated to making you smile! ¢
T E Al M 5" NHS & Private Patients Welcome
0 0 0 Friendly, Experienced Dental Team

—with_» {\& z]i)lelc(;al Care f(\:)rl I\(IiervzushPatilecliltsl,
' Di The E
Batter:es Qils ildren, Disabled and The Elderly
C C overs: Tf‘ Ims Preventative Care
ar Cosmetic Treatment, Teeth Whitening

J aCk's mats pll.l S Mercury Free White Fillings
ROOP Bal‘ﬁ TOOIS Crowns, Bridges and Dentures
StopLocks:- D.LY.

and much,much more...

Sat. (by arrangement)
An Ed McHenry (@
roduction 8883 8
ol Traduct — Tele: 020 8444 3436
113 ngh Road,East chhlev,NZ 8AG

144, High Road, East Finchley, London N2 9ED

24 Hour Emergency Cover

Open 9am - 6pm Weekdays
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Lawrie Chivers smiles over Danny Thurgood ( who holds the trophy
shield) and Brijesh Pujara. Photo by Hugh Petrie

Good Times...

On Saturday 14 June Martin School PTA had their
annual Fun Day. The field of Martin’s School was meant
for children’s memories. Adults made themselves busy:
painting faces, tattooing with henna, barbecuing, serv-
ing fruit cocktails. In front of the bookstall a child was
lost in a volume, while in other parts of the field, older
children cooled off in a water fight, and younger children
played on the bouncy castles.

In one corner two girls and the ‘Rovers’. The Volvos,

played at make believe by the
hedgerow with nothing more
than imagination. The fancy
dress competition was won by
awalking sweet corn; the many
girls dressed in witch and fairy
costumes unable to win through
magic. Finchley fire brigade
brought an engine, and for a
while the sirens wail echoed off
Coldfall woods, on the distant
blue-sky horizon across the bee
busy fields of allotments.

...and good sports
The back of the field was
taken up by five-a-side foot-
ball. Teams named after cars,
in honour of the sponsor, Al
Chivers, played forashield. The
final was between the ‘Volvos’

weakened by a late substitution,
were no match for the Rovers.
One of the Rovers singled
himself out with a degree of
elegance unusual at his age.
Danny Thurgood with dexter-
ity, command, and confidence,
scored five goals. The game
would have been his if Brijesh
Pujara had not made the vic-
tory 6—0 in the last moment. The
Volvos, though losing, played to
the whistle as if there was still a
chance and left the field, without
signs ofill feeling or disappoint-
ment, as good sportsmen. When
all these children have grown
they will remember the summer
fun day; Martin School Field is
made for memories.

Brookland School Through to
National Chess Finals

Brookland Junior School’s champion chess players have just notched up another vic-
tory by getting through to the finals of the National Schools Chess Championships held
in Rutland at the end of June. A record number of Brookland players — 42 — attended
the semi-finals at Pontins in Norfolk in mid-June. Out of the school’s seven teams
— more than for any other primary school in the UK — two teams, Brookland Under
11 ‘A’ team and Brookland Under 9 ‘A’ team both made it through to the finals.

Brookland head teacher
Heather Blackmore said, “I
am absolutely thrilled for the
children and delighted at their
successes, which are due in no
small part to the enthusiasm
and dedication of our chess
coach, John Fleetwood. We
also receive wonderful sup-
port from parents who ferry
the children to tournaments,
help with extra practice ses-
sions and do not seem to mind
theignominy of being beaten by
their young sons and daughters
on the chessboard!

All the right moves

John Fleetwood said,
“Brookland has been doing
phenomenally well and to get
so many youngsters to such a
high level is areal achievement.
The school has got some really
excellentyoungplayers and they
seem to be on a winning streak,
so we are keeping our fingers
firmly crossed for the finals.”

Friends

What is a friend? You probably have
plenty of them at school, around where
you live and at any clubs you might
belong to. One of them will be your
best friend and some of them could be
friends with you for a very long time.
But most of them will be about the same

age as you.

However, an old age pensioner called Pam
Smith has written the poem below called My
Friends. It is not about the old people she
knows; it is about some children who live in

her road.

My dictionary says that a friend is “a person
whom one knows, likes and trusts.”

Some children nine and ten-year-olds in Holy
Trinity School wrote these descriptions:

® “I think a friend is someone who helps you
and is kind to you.” (Cicely King)

® “Afriend is someone who cares for you and
stands up for you.” (Alex Sakuru)

® “A friend is someone who cares for you,
understands you and comforts you so you
know you’re safe and protected with love.
They listen to your problems.”

Coleshill)

® “A friend is someone who looks after you
and plays with you.” (Edward Amery)

Ms Blackmore confesses
that she herself is not a chess
player but greatly enjoys
watching matches and
believes that chess has huge
educational value. “I believe
chess teaches the children so
much about the need for team-

work, about competition and
how to cope with both winning
and losing. It also improves
their powers of concentration
and helps them appreciate the
value of strategic thinking.
The UK finals will be our
next big challenge.”

T4 THIS Renlly
A VILLAGE?

EL coME TO
| EAST FINCHLEY

—

Cartoon by Jake Eisman- Renyard

Youne ARCHER

My Friends

By Pam Smith

My friends are the children who live in my street
They all say “Hello” whenever we meet.
There’s Carina and Luca and Caterina too
Tom and Chloe and a dog named Boo.
There’s Matthew who lives next door you know
He always smiles and says “Hello”.

There’s nothing they won't do for me
Because | am their friend you see.
When we meet they call out “Hello Pam!”
They knock on my door to see how | am.
In winter when we had the snow
They cleared my path all in one go.
They had the day off school you see
And decided to come and call on me.
In summer when the flowers are big
The children come and help me dig.
The aphids have arrived this year
The poor roses are covered | fear.
| needed ladybirds to come
And eat the aphids one by one.

I hadn’t any on the plants
All I had was a lot of ants.

The children went up and down the road
And brought me back a lovely load
Of ladybirds of every size.

Along the road | heard their cries,
“Here are some more. Oh, come and see!”
They were bringing them, just for me.
| thank God for my little friends
And that is where my story ends.

(Evan

Holy Trinity Church

Church Lane N2

[Sundays: The Parish Communion 10 a.m]

Children including toddlers & babies
are very welcome at all services
in this multi-ethnic church.

Contact: The Revd. Laurence Hill Telephone: 020 8883 8720

/ FINCHLEY BOWLING CLUB\

offers FREE instruction to beginners on its green at
6 ETCHINGHAM PARK ROAD,
off BALLARDS LANE

every Wednesday from 10.30am to 12.30pm
or on other days and times by appointment.
Phone 8449 4506. All equnpment provided.

K MEN and WOMEN EQUALLY WELCOME. /

30/06/2003, 22:59

Advertise in
The Archer

Call 08717 3345 28
or visit
www.the-archer.co.uk

for details of our
rates.
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Diamond Day

By John Dearing

Gladys and Donald Rowe celebrated their diamond wed-
ding anniversary on Saturday 14 June with a gathering of
friends and relatives at their home in Homefield Gardens.
Visitorsincluded their daughter Dorothy, their two grand-
daughters and one great granddaughter. Then they were
off to a party in their honour at the Homefield Gardens
hall, which was specially decorated for the event

60 Years Together

Donald was born in Church
End 85 yearsago. He joined the
army in 1939, serving in the
Artillery in Northern Ireland
for two years, before going to
Liverpool. Gladys was born in
Knotty Ash and went to the
same school as Ken Dodd.
She used to go to the NAAFI
dances on Monday nights, and
there Gladys and Donald met.
They were married in Huyton

together. Photo by John Dearing.

Dond/d and Gladys Rowe celebrate 60 yéérs

in 1943, but were not together
long before the war called and
Donald was involved in the
D-Day landings in Normandy.
Re-united in 1945, they lived
briefly in Temple Fortune,
before returning to Finchley,
settling in Sedgemere Avenue,
where they lived for 43 years.
Commuting

Donald spent most of his
working life in stationery
and office furniture sales,

: commuting to
town, while
Gladys worked
at a variety
of activities
including 12
years in the
Women’s Vol-
untary Service
doing meals
on wheels
and 8 years as
the afternoon
cashier at The
Phoenix.

THE ARCHER
and all its read-
ers congratu-
late them both
and wish them
all the best for
the future.

Another Clean Sweep

In May 7THE ArcHER carried a request from the RSPCA
clinic in Park Road, for a volunteer cleaner.

The appeal was rapidly
answered by fifteen-year-
old Charlotte Lea-Robbins,
of Park Hall Road. She was
looking for a service to do as
part of her silver medal in the
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
scheme. Having successfully
completed the bronze section
when she was fourteen, Char-
lotte is ayear ahead and cannot
go on for the gold award until
she is eighteen.

Charlotte, a former pupil of
St James CE Primary School,
Muswell Hill is in Year 10 at
The Mount School in Mill
Hill. She enjoys netball, ice-
skating at Alexandra Palace
and attends Majorie Millons
balletclasses in East Finchley.
Charlotte loves cats and she
has three of them. She also
has a hamster, which probably
has one of the cleanest cages
in the area.
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Turan Turan shows Noel Lynch an air-bag restraining device. Photo by Erini Rodis.
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Our Community Fire Station

By Erini Rodis

It’s not all helmets and hoses at the Fire brigade in Long Lane, as Green Party London
Assembly Member Noel Lynch found out when he visited in early June. Noel was
appointed to the Fire Brigade Authority in mid May and met station commander
Turan Turan for a tour of the changes inside the art deco building.

The station’s mobilising
system — the shockingly loud
bell — has been replaced by a
clear woman’s voice to inform
them of a call-out, just like on
the tube... and thanks to strict
health and safety guidelines
visitors areno longerallowed to
slide down the fireman’s pole.

Getting technical

On the appliance (which
we tend to call a fire engine)
breathing apparatus with gas
and radio attached have been
made ‘intrinsically safe’ —
which means they can work in
hostile environments. A rapid
intervention kit now includes
a combination tool with a 3
ton cutting capacity — ideal
for opening lift doors or cut-
ting open car wrecks. Airbag
restraining devices allow the
bag off sideways instead of
in a fire fighter’s face, and all

of these, plus water hydrants,
need to be checked and main-
tained on a regular basis.

Prevention

Operations have become
more focused on community
fire prevention than emer-
gency response. “It’s great
when someone who has done
arescue turns out to be a child
who’s followed a plan they
learned at school” says SDO
Alan Payton, “It’s great to

bring them in and thank them
for that — and it’s the icing on
the cake for them.”

Free alarms

As part of a London-wide
initiative, Mr Turan says he
will “supply a smoke alarm to
any elderly person who doesn’t
already have one, and we’ll fit
it free of charge.”

For details including where
to fit it, contact the station on
020 7587 4753

OV OPTICIANS
56 HIGH ROAD, EAST FINCHLEY, LONDON, N2 9PN
Tel: 020 8883 6693

Motits G/dein

Sswwrece

Gompetitive Insurance - Lady & Mature Drivers -
Special rates for over 30's - Inmediate cover -
private car & commercial vehicles - Low rates -

accidents & convictions - Instaiments

Teleshine

209 High Road, East Finchley

London, N2 8AN

020 8444 1040

ROGER OF FINCHLEY
5 Fortis Green

East Finchley NHF
London N2 9JR

Telephone 020 8883 2354

Registered Hairdressers
(Est. 35 yrs)
Shampoo & Set......... £6.75

Cut Wash & Blow Dry

Whole Head Hi & Low Lights
...................... from £42.80
Whole Head Tint.....£17.65
Perms from............ £41.25

CONTACT LENSES

it \
FOR COMPREHENSIVE EYE EXAMINATIONS, ASSORTED
DESIGNER/BUDGET FRAMES AND CONTACT LENSES

FREE NHS SPECTACLES
FREE NHS CONTACT LENSES

for kids/under 19s, Income Support, JSA & Family Credit

COMPLETE SPECTACLES (LENS AND FRAME)
SV FrRom £39.00
BIFocALS FRoM £59.00
VARIFOCALS FROM £79.99

Coloured monthly disposables...
Clear monthly disposables.........
Acuvue Dailies............ccocceneeeene.
Ciba Focus Dailies...........c..........
Daysoft Dailies...........cccevveierne

....£17.85 pair or £55.00 for 4 pairs
....£88.50 for 1 year supply
...£408.00 for 1 year supply
...£333.00 for 1 year supply
...£240.00 for 1 year supply

CURRENT SIGHT TEST REQUIRED. NO HIDDEN EXTRAS

1
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Regular Events
Sport & Fitness

+ Badminton on Wednesdays. Call
020 8349 0170

+«+ Body Control Pilates classes. Call
Deanna Wisbey 020 8883 7029
¢ Counselling and psychotherapy
service at the Green Man Centre.
For details phone 8440 4174

« London Cycling Campaign
(Barnet), has monthly meetings &
rides. Call 020 8440 9080.
“*Muswell Hill Bowling Club open
daily from 2pm. The Green, Kings

Avenue, N10. Tel: 8883 1178.
+ Step/Aerobics classes, Sundays at

Bar XL. Phone 0789 0033 968.
«»*Tae Kwon Do at The Green Man
Thursdays 7-9pm 07949 612 706
«Tai Chi at the Green Man on

Mondays 1.30-3pm

¢ Tennis Club off Southern Road.
Call 020 8440 6953

+“ Yoga & Meditation classes at Holy
Trinity Church, 020 8444 7217

Dance, Drama, Art
& Music

++ Adult Line Dancing. Call Footloose
020 8440 8530/ 8216 5633.

< Art Classes. For info call Henry
on 020 8888 5133.

< Ballroom dancing classes,
beginners and improvers. Phone

01707 642 378

¢+ Barnet Schools Music Centre call
020 8359 3111 for details.

+ Broadway & West end Musical
Singing Workshop call Idit Gold 020
8449 0011.

¢ Club Dramatika drama club for
kids. Call Vicky 020 8883 1554

< Country & Barn Dancing, at
Oakleigh Park, 020 8349 0754

++ Columbian party dancing classes,
Call Nelsy 020 8444 2012

+ Incognito Theatre workshops,
Colney Hatch Lane, 020 8883 0911
+ Finchley Jazz Club, Monday 14 &
28 July at Wilf Slack Cricket Pavilion,
East End Rd, N3.

% Over 60s come dancing at Ann
Owens Centre 020 8346 8736

¢ Private drum tuition, beginners
welcome. Contact Eddie 8444 8376
¢ Pottery Class at The Green Man,
Call Celia Holmes 020 8349 9315
+ LearntosingatFinchley Methodist
Church 020 8455 2403

+ Symphonic Wind Orchestra of
North London, Contact Stephen
Kelsey, 020 8883 3365

Clubs & Social

++ AllSaints Beer and Wine Circle Call
Richard Baldwin 020 8883 7081

< Bingo, Green Man Community
Centre, 020 8883 4916

+ Contact Lunch Club at the Green
Man. Call 8444 1162 to book a
place. Every Thursday. 12.30-2pm
+¢ East Finchley National Childbirth
Trust, Contact Ann Sullivan, 020
8442 1941

+ East Finchley Writers meet weekly
atthe Old White Lion. Contact Lillian
on 020 8444 1793.

+ Fairacres Monday Club for Jewish
people, Rene & Reuby Hyams, 020
8883 0448 or Sylvia Lee 8958 7878
+ Finchley Philatelic Society, Contact
Brian Merryweather 8444 3251

¢ Friendly Rubber Bridge at The
Old Barn, 020 8349 4613

< Hampstead Social Group,
membership late 30’s-late 40’s Call
David Morris, 020 8455 0477

% North London Bridge Club,
Muswell Hill, 020 8348 3495

% Muswell Hill and Highgate
Pensioners’ Action Group Call Bob
Cottingham on 8444 7635.

< Muswell Hill Synagogue,
Tetherdown, 020 8883 5925

+» Muswell Hill Tetherdown Bridge,
020 8883 4390

+ Old Barn pre-school club, 020
8349 4613/1961

+ Parent & Toddler Group, Green
Man Centre, Julia 8444 2276

< Probus Lunch Club for retired
professional and business people,
Details Eric Dalton 8340 0822
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Family
Funday for
Inca Trail

By Daphne Chamberlain

Francesca Cassini and
Simon Parr are inviting
us all to have fun at The
Five Bells, which could
help send them off to Peru
in September, which would
mean thatthe National Deaf
Children’s Society will ben-
efit by over £2,500.

Lastautumn, Francescajoked
that she would only consider a
camping holiday if it was at
somewhere like Machu Picchu
(4,800 metres up in the Peruvian
Andes). Next day, they heard
about a sponsored trek from
Cusco to Machu Picchu.

One of five walking and
five cycling treks organised
each year by Classic Tours for
The National Deaf Children’s
Society, the trip entails four
days walking at altitude.

For a self-confessed couch
potato this could be tough, even
though LA Fitness Centre have
given them free membership to
train. “We’ve been doing weight-
training and the treadmill,” says
Francesca, “But we’re glad to
be going with a team of porters.
Together with a doctor, the por-
ters will be our only backup.

Help for deaf children

Nights will be cold and the
days hot, but their incentive is
to reach the mountaintop on the
last day in time to see the sun
rise. Simon, an artist and healer
(creator of the Harmony Stones),
plans to paint their journey from
photos he will take on the way.

Simon and Francesca, who
livein Sedgemere Avenue, need
toraise £5,000 for the trek. Just
under half of this will cover the
cost, while all the rest will go
to the National Deaf Children’s
Society.

They have booked The Five
Bells, East End Road from
4-8pm on Sunday 27 July
for a family fund-raising day.
Plans include a raffle, an auc-
tion, Tarot/palm reading, face
reading, graphology and face
painting, with experts giving
their services free.

Simon and Francesca can be
contacted on 020 8365 2134.
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Anyone in this photo fancy meeting the gang in /\/I/boume?. The Alder School -Choir, in 1952.

Photo courtesy of Brian Timms.

Aussie Reunion Update

By Brian Timms

THE ARCHER’s long bow is drawing together Finchley exiles for a reunion in Australia.
A swag of mates from the Martin, Alder and Manorside schools in the 1950s have sur-
faced since this paper promoted the 20 October Melbourne get-together. “When I got
the article about the reunion, (sic) thought I’d write straight away,” said Melbourne’s
Hazel Astley, once of the Spooner family of 50, Leopold Road.

And soithas continued since
November’s appeal, with word
spreading even to New Zealand,
home of ex-Alder pupils Kevin
Kench and Tony Harrington.
Hazel will be in England for a
daughter’s wedding, and Kevin
and Tony are unable to make the
trip across the Tasman, but cur-
rently lined up are Shirley Crane
and Carol Carnie (Perth), Donald
Carnie (Melbourne), Derek
Woolley (Ballarat) and Brian
Timms (Moruya). Also there on
holiday will be Joyce Aristidou,
once of the Leslie Road Stevens
family, flyingin fromherhomein
Cyprus with ex-Finchley friend
Gill Rowswell.

Sadly, Bryan Joy, ex-Holy
Trinity and Alder, died in
March. His widow, Ann, may
possibly be there.

Are you there, mate?

We are, of course, still
seeking other mates in Oz.
One, Jeff Voyce, is elusive.
“Jeft’s definitely down there,”
said ex-Martin and Alder pupil
Robert Ogle in a phone chat
from North Finchley, after
reading the ArRCHER article.

Ifyou know of anyone else,

All Saints’ Church,

Durham Road, East Finchley
Church of England

Sunday masses at 8.00 a.m. and 10.00 a.m.

Weekday masses at 10.00 a.m.
Prayer requests are gladly accepted.

The Parish has a flourishing social life and a riotous
Youth Club for church members. Contact the Vicar,
Fr Christopher Hardy, on 020 8883 9315.

All Saints’ also has a strong musical tradition and an
enthusiastic choir of both adults and children.
Experienced singers are always welcome.
Contact Geoffrey Hanson on 020 8444 9214,

http://lwww.allsaints-eastfinchley.org.uk

please let us know. If you’re Contactsare Shirley Crane,
on holiday here yourselves, (wanderers@wn.com.au) or
make a booking for fun and Brian Timms, (briantimms@
nostalgia. hotmail.com).

KALASHNIKOV KULTUR

By Ricky Savage, the voice of social irresponsibility

Another one Bites the Dust...

Once upon a time when men were men and speed cameras
hadn’t been invented, there was something that united all
drivers. It wasn’t a love for Ferraris or Porsches, it was the
great universal joke called Skoda.

So, petrol-heads, cast your mind back to the days of the Skoda Estelle,
a joke of monumental incompetence made from recycled Russian tanks.
Here was a bad joke that belonged to the unfashionable bit of the 1960s
but was still being bodged together in the 1980s. It was slow, had bad
brakes, went round corners like a drugged camel on a skateboard and
had all the charm of a dead cockroach. It may have been modern once,
but once was enough. The man in charge of the joke once told me he
commuted down from Milton Keynes at eight o’clock every morning in
his Estelle ‘Sport’just as fast as the Porsches and BMWs. Sounds good?
Yeah, well only if you forget that by eight every morning that part of the
M1 has more in common with a car park than a road.

But the joke was more than just a joke, it spawned jokes, jokes
like these: how do you double the value of a Skoda? Fill it with petrol;
how do you treble the value of a Skoda? Fit wing mirrors and fill it with
petrol. And, of course there was the Skoda convertible, or as we used
to called it, a skip.

You see, for every Skoda there was a joke, there was one about the
tyres, one about the engine and well... generations of stand up comics
made entire careers out of the joke. And then it all came to an end.

Firstly the Czechs had a velvet revolution, secondly they discovered
real cars and thirdly Volkswagen bought the joke and changed it. Remem-
ber the one about the parking attendant grovelling to the car owner and
saying ‘I'm really sorry sir, but someone’s put a Skoda badge on your
new car'? Yeah, fine, but not a patch on ‘How do you manage to get a
Skoda to do 1007 Push it off a cliff’ or ‘First prize is a Skoda...second
prize is two Skodas’.

But it gets worse. The Skoda Fabia has just become a rip snorting
four-wheel-drive rally carand | mean a proper rally car like the Ford Focus
and the Peugeot 206. No jokes, no smart remarks, the joke’s on us now
and if someone gave me a Fabia or Octavia I'd just say thanks.

East Finchley Baptist Church

just off the High Road in Creighton Avenue N2

Sundays at 11.00 am and 6.30 pm
for more information contact 8446 3571

Visitors always welcome
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Noisy Crowded Road

Dear Editor,

In last month’s article on the
noisy North Circularroad, the
reporter ends by saying this
will continue until the NCR
is thoroughly improved.
Perhaps the reporter should
know that the NCR attained
its unenviable reputation for
noise, after large tracts of it
were improved!

In East Finchley, after the com-
pletion of our section to six lane
standard, we shall enjoy more
noise, vibration and pollution. Oh
yes,and47% more trafficalong our
High Road. That's progress?!
Yours etc.

Colin Rogers
Ward Councillor, East Finchley

Waitrose - the political
dimension

Dear Editor

There is clearly no point in
repeating the arguments for
and against Waitrose; my
view is that the arguments
against the development far
outweigh the benefits.

What bemuses me is that
the process of land assembly by
Waitrose obviously started a long
time ago in discussion with Barnet
Planners in order to test the water.
As so often is the case, and | have
noreason to doubtotherwise here,
the Planners will probably have
said that provided certain planning
criteria are met, there will be no
objection in principle to an applica-
tion for a supermarket on the site.
From here, Waitrose simply had to
work the scheme up, ensuring that
the political waterwas being tested
with Council Members. Clearly, if
the initial meeting with the Planners
had metwith very strongarguments
on planning grounds against the
proposal, it is unlikely the idea
would have been progressed.

The only real issue is the
recommendation of the Borough

Letters to The Editor

Planning Officer: to approve, refuse
or simply to set out the pros and
cons and leave the recommenda-
tion to elected Members. The latter
would clearly be the weak option. A
recommendation forapproval which
is then overturned by the Council
would be a disaster and would be
highly likely to be overturned at
Appeal. Butsuch an outcome would
play into the hands of Members who
would be able to protect their politi-
cal credibility by having the decision
removed from them.

The only way to ensure that the
development does not go ahead is
for a recommendation of refusal
by the Planners to Committee.
Will they have the conviction to do
so, or will the political pressure be
too great?

Sweetener

As to relocating the library, this
is a rather transparent palliative to
sweeten the Council into approv-
ing the development. The library is
where people are used to having
it, occupies an attractive building
and refurbishment is possible pro-
videdfunds are available. There are
many avenues forsuchfunding, one
surely is planning gain from other
developments but in this case not
Waitrose.
Yours sincerely
Stephen Kersley
Leopold Road, N2

Takeover
Dear Sir
There is a simple solution
to the Waitrose controversy
- Waitrose should be ena-
bled to take over the existing
Budgens premises.

If Barnet Council has the power
to evict businesses through com-
pulsory purchase orders, could it
therefore not force the eviction of
Budgens?

The parade of shops opposite
the tube station would survive,
the village atmosphere would be
preserved, the area would not be
blighted by months of building work

and East Finchley would gain the
standard of supermarket it so pat-
ently deserves.

Yours sincerely

Mike Walsh

Baronsmere Road, N2

The Elusive Detective

Dear Sir

| telephoned the police
recently to speak to a Detec-
tive Constable at Colindale
Police Station on 020 8200
1212 with regards to one of
our clients.

The operator at the Police
Station asked me which depart-
ment the detective worked for. |
informed the operator that | had
noideawhich department, but said
that his name should form part of
their database.

| was informed that they
do not have a database for the
names of their personnel. | was
amazed. This facility could easily
be installed without any high costs
tothe taxpayer.Iwas putthroughto
several departments before | was
connected to the Detective Consta-
ble’s extension, to be confronted
with his voice mail. This was most
frustrating as it was important to
speak to this Detective Constable
urgently. | had no alternative but
to contact his direct superior.
This experience has occurred on
several occasions and, | believe,
needs addressing.

Terry Stone, Manager,
East Finchley Advice Service

Evidence

Dear Archer.
Thankyoufor maintaining the
debate on Waitrose’s plans to
erectanew supermarket near
the entrance to Cherry Tree
Woods.

| want to comment on your
response to K. Goaman’s letter,
printed in Archer May 2003:

1)‘Balanced reporting’ requires
arecognition that powerful organi-

sations already have ahuge media
bias in their favours through PR
and advertising, as well as the
advantages they have through
the employment of large teams
of lawyers.

2)Youargue thatthere are more
people in favour of the Waitrose
plan than would appear from the
letters you receive, because those
againstitare more ‘vocal’. The only
way to gauge opinion would be a
compulsory survey of the entire
neighbourhood — with the full facts
presented. Many people are una-
ware of the scale of the proposed
supermarket, and of the proposed
demolition of many houses. East
Finchley Councillor Alison Moore
carried out a survey of public opin-
ion, which showed a three-to-one
majority against the supermarket
(Press 15May 2003). Perhaps this
needs reporting in THE ARCHER.

3) Ifthose who oppose the plan
are more passionate and articulate,
thenthatis good evidence thattheir
opposition is based on DEEPER
NEEDS thanthose ofthe less vocal
in their approval of the scheme.

4) As you recognize, THE

Send your correspondence to:
“Letters Page”, The Archer, PO Box 3699, London N2 8JA.
(Due to space restrictions, letters over 200 words will be edited)

ArcHer is funded by small local
businesses. Why, therefore, is it
not clearly opposing a scheme
that will definitely destroy or dis-
place some of our favourite local
businesses?

5) A point that has been
neglected is the increased impov-
erishment of the area as a result of
a large additional supermarket. At
present, profits go to a diverse col-
lection of small shops. If Waitrose
wipe out competition from small
local businesses in the area, the
profits will be concentrated further
in the hands of big business.
Yours sincerely,

Mo Dodson
Southern Road, N2

Editor’s response:

The results of the Labour Party
survey were published, in full,
in our March edition. The Archer
is supported (not funded) by
local businesses - large and
small. However, as a community
publication,our responsibility is to
the whole community. We strive to
represent the views of all - and to
report the facts without bias.

What’s On...

E-mail your listings to the-archer@lineone.net

free for under-fives.

020 8455 0455 for full details.

Fortismere School Summer Fair 12 noon to 4pm on 5 July. The fair will
be officially opened by Steve Pemberton (“Tubbs” from the BBC's The
League of Gentlemen), admission £1 adults, 50p children and concessions,

§
Hampstead Garden Suburb Open Gardens Day, Sunday 13 July Call

Kenwood Summer Evening Concerts, Saturdays from 5 July to 30 August
and Sunday 24 August. For details visit http://www.picnicconcerts.com/
concerts/ or contact English Heritage

§
Pentland Finchley Carnival & Companion Dog Show Saturday 19 July
at Victoria Park, N3. Pedigree & novelty classes entries from 12 noon,
judging begins 1pm Further details from annelewis@hotmail.com and
Dunlop Pet Shop, 1 Long Lane, N3. Entry £1.25 per class or 6 for £6.
All profits to RSPCA East Finchley branch clinic.

Wild Thyme presents an all female production of Hamlet at 8pm (except
Sunday - 4pm & 7.30pm) every night from 2 - 12 July Upstairs at The
Gatehouse, Highgate, N6. Box office 0208340 3488. Tickets £10 (£8 concs)
Tuesday - Friday & matinee, £12 (£10 concs) Saturday & Sunday.

Friendly, Local and Affordable Products & Services only at:

EAST FINCHLEY ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS (Est. 30 Years) -

Get Cool This Summer

Desk Fans

Large Range of:

Clip-on Fans

020 8444 5630

Portable Fans

Hand-Held Fans Pedestal Fans

If it's out of stock then don’t Panic! We can have it Next Day for you

115 High Road, London N2. www.ef-elec.co.uk
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1 Manor Park Rd. N2, behind 88 Church Lane, opposite Trinity Church
Tel: 07956 329 150 Open 12-8pm (not Wednesdays)

Pension Credit

By Mal Jacobs

Why is it that we in the UK make a simple thing so

complicated?

Against the best advice from the experts (claiming the
system is too complicated and unworkable) the new
widely criticised Pension Credit scheme is due to arrive
in October this year. It goes without saying that we, as
mere seniors, never get consulted on any of these issues

that concern our welfare.

The main points seem to be
as follows:

1). A single person with
an income of less than
approximately £135 per week
(including interest on savings)
will be eligible for various sav-
ings credits that range from 20p
to £13.80 per week.

2). Amarried couple with a
combined income of less than
approximately £201 per week
(including interest on savings)
will be eligible for various sav-
ings credits that range from 20p
to £18.60 per week.

3). Income from capital
below £6,000 is disregarded.

4). The assured rate of inter-
est on savings above £6,000
will be abolished.

5). The £12,000 upper capi-
tal limit will be abolished.

6). The Pension Credit is
likely to be payable on capital
up to £36,000.

7). Those seniors with over
£6,000 in savings/capital will
benefit more under the Pension
Credit scheme than under the
current Minimum Income
Guarantee scheme.

Too simple?

The new single person
pension (including Minimum
Income Guarantee) will be
£102.10 per week.

The new married couple

Complete Repair Service by a craftsman
3 Same day if required
I Pt <) Key Cutting

Published by East Finchley Newspapers, P.O. Box 3699, London N2 8JA. www.the-archer.co.uk

pension (including Minimum
Income Guarantee) will be
£155.80 per week.

For once, this looks like
something good for seniors
(even thoughitrequires means
testing a further five million).
Under the current system more
than one third of seniors eligi-
ble for the Minimum Income
Guarantee don’t apply for

it. That leaves £1.8 billion :
el Stocking Up

Means testing is an
extremely unpopular method | Holy Trinity Primary School’s Annual Summer Fair was held on a glorious afternoon
to use in its present form, and | last month. The stalls, run by staff and parents, attracted many family members and
the claim forms are always | friends to the playground. Amongst the traditional tombola and other prize winning
‘non user friendly’, so it’s | activities, hair braiding proved to be very popular as did a make-up stall. The children
no wonder over one third of | flocked to have their faces painted, but also getting it in the face were head teacher
eligible seniors don’t apply. | Duncan Mills and head of governors Sheila Duthie.
UK governments have known They were just two of the victims who were

abou.tthis fordegades and done willing to be trapped in the stocks and have
nothing about it, so the new | ¢ sponges

Pension Credit is expected | o0 tinem
to have an even lower take- MUSWELL HILL
up figure. You may ask, “So for the sake of BOOKSHOP Youn Secunity froblema Sotved/

; » school funds.
what’s new? e |ntruder Alarms

Dunkin" Duncan! Holy Trinity's head gets the wet look. Photo by Lizzie Joyce

S SECUREBASE

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL SECURITY $

Naturally there are no It obviously Now holds regular author A Control
i ; worked, for in readings and discussions. ® Access Contro
leaflets available yet to give | ] C q T you would like farther . CCTY
the necessary details on the | Just two an information or to join our
new system. It seems that the | a half hours, mailing list contact us at: e ntercom

method used in the USA to | the Holy Trin-
raise all the limits consider- | ity = School
ably and for the government | Agssociation
justtopay £1 forevery £1 you managed to
save is a far simpler method raise a stagger-
to use, but maybe that’s just ing £3,500!

¢ Entry Phone

0800 279 079

t00 simple! 72 FORTIS GREEN ROAD, N10 112 High Road, East Finchley N2
e 020 8444 7588 www.securebase.co.uk
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STEWART-DUNCAN

OPTHALMIC OPTICIANS = EST. 1962
126 HIGH ROAD, EAST FINCHLEY, LONDON, N2 9ED

020 8883 2020

Buy a Pair of Spectacles and Get

Free

Prescription
Sunglasses

OR Designer

Prescription

Sunglasses

Giorgio Armani * Calvin Klein T d Conditions Appl
» erms an onditions Apply
DI(NY . PO[O Ra[ph Lauren Ask in store for details

The Archer is a non-profit-making, non political & non religious newspaper, staffed entirely by volunteers.
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