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Certified organic meat 
at reasonable prices
Free-range poultry

Home-made sausages
(including Boerwors)
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T/A Motor Services of Muswell Hill
Air-Conditioning - Recharge & Servicing
Mechanical repairs, tyres, bodywork, clutches, exhausts

MOTs by appointment
109 Fortis Green East Finchley London N2 9HR
Tel: 020 8883 9707 / 0023 Fax: 020 8482 9179

Formerly of High Road East Finchley
VICTORY AUTO SERVICES

Hens Teeth Antiques
Antiques Bought and Sold
Restoration, Upholstery and
French Polishing of Period

and Modern Furniture
Call Martin Murray

0208883 - 0755 
Mobile 07970 625 - 359

C.W. Andrew Pharmacy
32 High Road N2 Tel: 020 8883 1559

Summer Sizzlers
Flight socks and othertravel accessories

Scholl sandals
new styles now available

Passport Photos£3.50 only

Special Offers

on Sun-Tan lotions,

Kodak/Fuji Film &

Duracell Batteries

Students at the East Finchley Kumon centre have achieved a record number of gold, 
silver and bronze certificates for Maths and English. Children attending the Kumon 
Maths and English classes in East Finchley achieved a place on a national Advanced 
Student Roll which lists all children who have mastered work beyond the level 
expected for children of their age. Students start the Kumon programme with an 
individual assessment and the programme at a level that suits their current ability. 
Starting at this level enables students to gain the magic 100% and this boosts 
confidence enormously.
The Kumon programme is designed to complement the Maths and English children do 
at school through extra practice and extension of work. Currently over 3 million 
children study Kumon around the world. With daily practice, the students master the 
basics and develop good concentration.
Once enrolled course fees for each student are £41.00 per month per subject
For more information contact 020 8361 9705.

RECORD NUMBER OF AWARDS FOR LOCAL STUDENTS

Changed Plans 
at School
By Daphne Chamberlain
Bishop Douglass School has abandoned its original plan 
for a sports hall and community centre because it would 
have been inappropriate for the site.

Waste Watching
By Erini Rodis
Delegates in Avenue House tucked into a breakfast of 
croissants, scrambled eggs and lashings of tea and coffee 
on 3 June while guest speakers provided information on 
“why it pays to be green”.

Run by the Waste Watch Business Network, the free breakfast 
was held to inform businesses about implementing simple cost 
saving ideas that will also benefit the environment.

Delegates were asked to imagine the scenario of a business 
required to reduce environmental impact and were asked to choose 
quick and low-cost savings from a range of waste reduction, energy 
and water efficiency actions. The idea was to get them thinking 
about environmental initiatives that could easily be introduced 
into their work places.

Best green practice
Waste Watch Business Network is a membership based not-for-

profit waste minimisation network that has been running since 1998. Its 
aims are to help its members reduce waste disposal costs and improve 
their overall environmental performance. Their services include waste 
minimisation surveys; a helpline for advice on environmental issues; 
recycling and purchasing discounts and regular newsletters and semi-
nars. For more information contact Victoria Howse on 020 8745 4117 
or victoria@wastewatch.co.uk, or visit www.wastewatch.org.uk

Barnet Stalls on 
Market
By Daphne Chamberlain
Why is Barnet in danger of losing its Farmers’Market? 
London Farmers’ Markets are threatening closure 
unless trade picks up, while markets elsewhere are 
holding their own.

Whetstone Farmer’s Market is a local source of fresh, organic and unusual foods. Photo by Daphne Chamberlain.

I spoke to the stallholders, 
who all told very much the same 
story. Initial response was very 
good, but then the customers 
disappeared. Takings on one 
stall have dropped by 80%, 
and another now has one person 
serving instead of two.

All but one of the stallholders 
stand regularly at other markets, 
which they say are much better, 
supported. There may be a slight 
downward trend everywhere, one 
told me, but nothing like here. 
Others are still busy, and have 
many more regular customers.

Use it or lose it
So what is the problem? Is it 

the venue? Some would prefer a 
site in a busier area, but others 
are happy with the main road, 
and one was particularly appre-
ciative of Barnet’s signs.

Is it the day? That probably 
can’t be changed. “Anyway,” 
said one, “If people could come 
at the beginning, they could still 
come now.”

Has it been the weather? “Well, 
Whetstone has certainly lived up 
to its name,” but then “all markets 
are affected by weather.”

Most of them agreed with the 
London Farmers’ market repre-
sentative, who would like parking 
restrictions relaxed to allow them 
an earlier opening – at 10am.

Glimmer of hope
Meanwhile, there is a glim-

mer of hope. Trade has picked 
up slightly in the past couple 
of weeks, and they are just 
coming into the summer fruit 
and vegetable season.

Last week I saw wild rabbit 
and pheasant, fresh eggs, buf-
falo’s milk cheese, fresh fish 
you can order, hand-made bread, 
honey straight from the hive (the 
beekeeper is there only once a 
month), and some ‘different’ 
plants.The Farmers’ Market 
is at High Road, Whetstone, 
almost opposite Waitrose, at 
11am every Friday.

The scheme, which was 
backed by New Opportunities 
Funding, would have entailed 
extensive hall lets, a fitness club 
and a youth centre. However, the 
school had reservations about 
its suitability for the area. These 
doubts were reinforced by a peti-
tion and feedback from neigh-
bouring residents, who feared 
increased noise and traffic.

Scrapping the plan meant the 
loss of New Opportunities Fund-
ing. However, the Department of 
Education and Skills has agreed 
to give 100% funding for a new 
school sports hall, to be open to 
the public for no more than 10% 
of its total hours of use. It will 
continue to be available for small 
community groups.

Outgoing Head Mike Kelly 
invited neighbouring residents 
to a meeting at the school last 
month, where they viewed the 
plans. Work on the sports hall 
is due to begin this August and 
finish next May, while the sci-
ence block should be completed 
this September.
Care for the community

The revised arrangements 
will still provide extra parking 

space, which should help to 
relieve congestion in the roads. 
Angela Murphy, due to take up 
her post as Head in September, 
told residents that staff and pupils 
would park on school premises.

A part-time gardener will 
‘soften’ the car park area and 
frontage with landscaping, and 
although an electrical sub-station 
has to be installed at the junction 
with Manor Park Road, residents 
were assured it would be safe.

The meeting agreed that 
social events at the school 
would finish by midnight, with 
everyone out of the building and 
away from the immediate area 
by then. The school also agreed 
that building work would not 
start before 8am.

Angela Murphy pledged to 
continue Mr Kelly’s work in 
‘turning round’ pupil behav-
iour, emphasising that all 
complaints would continue 
to be taken seriously.

Both Heads stressed the 
importance of good com-
munity relations, and it was 
agreed that Bishop Douglass 
would host regular meetings 
with its neighbours in future.
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