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Library gets
Grade 2

Listin

By Daphne Chamberlain

S

East Finchley library was given Grade 2 listed status on 18 August, following a request
from a local resident. This means that any alteration to the building must preserve its
character and be approved by English Heritage.The building now has legal protec-
tion, but can still be refurbished. (Hendon Central Library, already listed, is currently
being adapted by Barnet Council.)

Missing our
Opportunity?
Consultation on the future
of the library is starting this
month, but several local archi-
tects and designers believe
that we are not being given a
proper choice. They supportthe
option of refurbishing the exist-

Council’s proposals do not go
farenough. Although they have
offered to meet Barnet Council
representatives, and have asked
that their proposals should be
exhibited along with those from
the Council, their requests have
been refused.

James Elliott, an architec-
tural design director, told THE

ing library, but believe that the
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ARCHER, “My job is converting
buildings, and the existing
library has great potential. We
have an opportunity torefurbish
a building we can take pride in,
as opposed to building a new
one, of mediocre quality, on a
low budget. We were reassured
by the Council’s report that the
building is structurally sound.
This means we could actually
enlarge the library, at a cost
which would be covered by
the sale of Park House.”
Speaking to THE ARCHER,
Tricia Little, Lead Officer for
Libraries confirmed that Barnet
Council was not offering the
option of extending the build-
ing. When told that selling Park
House would cover the cost of
implementing local architects’
plans, she said she could not
possibly comment. See page 6

Here to stay? East Finchley Library. Photo by Erini Rodis

Development Threat

for Stanley Road Fields

By Diana Cormack

The fears of many local people have come to fruition with
the news that Barnet Council is casting its money-hungry
eyes on the Stanley Road Playing Fields. Depressingly
out of condition through lack of upkeep, the word ‘field’
bears little relation to the area where play has long since
stopped, exceptif you happen to be a dog out for exercise,
and even then only if you want to risk catching mange.

Youth centre to close opportunities may be available

Also threatened is the Her-
bert Wilmot Youth Centre,
whose imminent closure is
understood to have caused
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for the alternative plans. the borough “to look at what

to make best use of the property
assets in this locality”.

This news came as a shock
to Linda Clark, who runs an
After School Club there, which

PRICKETT
& ELLIS

TOMKINS

Properties urgently required - now is the time to sell!

36 High Road
East Finchley N2 9PJ

020 8883 0033

| Estate Agents and Valuers .Established 1767 |

Hotblack Dixon & Co.
Estate Agents

Our success rate in N2 is very high indeed,
obviously in Hampstead Garden Suburb
but also in East Finchley.

We have often obtained better prices from
our base in the Suburb, so
Please call us for a free valuation
or try us if you are on a
multiple agency basis

17 Market Place, Hampstead Garden Suburb
London NW11 6JY

020 8458 8411

is attended by primary school
children from all over East
Finchley. When she learned
about it from a council official,
Lindaargued thatthese children
were part of the youth of the
area. But it appears that they
come under the “early years”
category, not “youth”. Linda
was doubly upset as she was
told just before the summer
holidays, leaving her no time
to inform the parents who
really need this service and to
involve them in some form of
protest. However, meetings are
being organised for September,
though Linda is still uncertain
as to whether she can continue
to use the Wilmot Centre.

Continued on page 2

e Visit your community newspaper on-line at www.the-archer.co.uk -
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Thank you to Madden’s Ale
House for providing us with
a meeting place.

|| Your contributions )

THE ARCHER team wishes
to thank all the generous
people who give up their
spare time, in all weather,
to deliver the paper for us.

If you have a news item, memory
or anecdote please send it in to us

at the above address.

14 September is the copy dead-
line for the Octoberissue.

Utilities (for N2)

Eastern Energy 0800 783 8838
London Electricity 0800 096 9000
OFTEL 020 7634 8700
Thames Water 0845 920 0888
Three Valleys Water 0845 782 3333
Gas consumers cncl. 0645 060708
Transco Gas Emerg. 0800 111 999

Councils

Barnet

Admin/Town Hall 020 8359 2000
Council Tax 020 8359 2608
Recycling & refuse 020 8359 4600
Health Authority 020 8201 4700
Com’ty Health Cncl 020 8349 4364
Benefits Agency 020 8258 6500
Employment Service 02082583900
Haringey Council 020 8489 0000

Leisure

Alexandra Palace 020 8365 2121
Copthall Sports Ctr. 020 8361 8658
E. Finchley Library 020 8883 2664
GtNorth Leisure Pk. 020 8343 9830
Muswell Hill Odeon 0870 505 0007
Phoenix Cinema 020 8883 2233
Tourist Info Service 0870 1264018
Warner Cinema Village 020 8446 9933

*Calls to 09065 numbers are
charged at £1.50 per minute.

L--------------------

Check Your
Statements

If you have in the past enjoyed a meal at New Efes in
Colney Hatch Lane, please be aware that the restaurant
has suddenly closed, but not before someone had put in
place a scam involving duplicating the credit card pay-
ments of many of their customers.

The writer had a meal there
on 21 June, paid by credit card.
The next statement showed an
additional payment, almost
overlooked, to New Efes dated
29 June; a further payment for
a larger sum appeared dated
25 July. A visit to the premises
revealed that the restaurant had
been shut down.

Help & Advice

Barnet Racial Equality Council 020 8446 0445
Childline 0800 1111
Citizens Advice Bureau 020 8349 0954
Cruse Bereavement Care 020 7431 7122
Disability Info Service 020 8446 6935
E Finchley Advice Service 020 8444 6265
Gingerbread 020 8445 4227
Missing Persons Helpline 0500 700700
National Debt Line 0808 808 4000

NSPCC 0800 800500
Rape Crisis Centre 020 7837 1600
Relate 020 8445 0888
Samaritans 020 8889 6888

Refuge National Crisis Line 0870 599 5443

Health Advice

AIDS Helpline 0800 567123
Alcoholics Anonymous 020 7352 3001
Barnet MENCAP 020 8203 6688
CancerLink 0800 132905
Carers National Assoc. 020 8343 3665
Drinkline 08009178282
Drugs Helpline 0800 776600
Health Information Service 0800 665544
Homeopathic Helpline 09065 343404*
MIND 020 8343 5700
N. London Blood Service 020 8258 2700

OAP’s Advice

Barnet Age Concern 020 8346 3511
Barnet OAPs Welfare 020 8441 4853
Contact (N2) 020 8444 1162
Counsel & Care 0845 300 7585
Help the Aged 0800 096 2541

At least two others have had
similar payments put through
their credit cards and there are
probably more.

This underlines the impor-
tance of checking statements
carefully so that immediate
action can be taken with your
card provider.

Nocturnal Thugs
Blight Local Haven

By Erini Rodis

Those good people who clean out litter and drugs para-
phernalia in Cherry Tree Woods aren’t the only people
concerned with the park’s nocturnal access.

Gangs have been causing so
much griefto famous local resi-
dents that violent scraps have
been making tabloid headlines.
Six teenagers had tried to pin
one local celebrity to a car in
August, before using the park
as an escape route.

Nearby residents are con-
cerned about the noise, abuse
and nuisance, especially after
dark, butattempts to lock up the
park at night have merely led
to vandalism and holes in the
fence. Concern is now raised
as to the safety of the park and
the area after dark especially
as police have yet to identify
any of the culprits.

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Crime
Emergency 999
Finchley Police 02082001212

Golders Gr. Police 020 8209 1212
Muswell Hill Police 020 8442 1212
CrimeStoppers 0800 555111
Victim Support 020 8343 4435

Hospitals

Barnet General 020 8216 4000
Coppetts Wood 020 8883 9792
Edgware General 020 8952 2381
Finchley Memorial 020 8349 6300
Oak Lane Clinic 020 8346 9343

Royal Free 020 7794 0500
St Luke’s 020 8219 1800
Whittington 020 7272 3070
Western Eye Hosp 020 7886 6666
Transport

BR Enquiries 0845 484950
City Airport 020 7646 0000

02086687261
LT Enquiries 020 7222 1234
Grey-Green 020 8800 8010
National Express 08705 808080
020 8759 4321

Greenline

Heathrow

Animal Welfare

Nat Strays Bureau 09065 123999*
RSPCA 0870 5555999

----------J

42 Church Lane, London N2 8DT.
Tel/Fax: 020 8444 6265

General Advice.

Monday to Friday: 10am -
12.30pm and 1.30pm - 4pm.
Thursdays: 7pm - 8pm.
Immigration Advice.
Tuesdays: 7pm-8pm by appoint-
ment only.

Legal Advice.

Tuesdays: 7pm - 8pm.
Councillors’ Surgery.
Saturdays: 10am - 11.30am

Contact East Finchley’s
Community Police Officer,
PC Paul Carter, at
The Community Office,
Golders Green Station,
Tel: 020 8733 5562 or e-mail:
paul.carter@met.police.uk

Community Services

< Credit Union, Green Man
Community Centre 020 8883
4916

< Careers advice, Green Man,
Community Centre 020 8883
4916

< Toy library, Muswell Hill 020
8444 0244/ 8489 8774

Development Threat

Continued from page 1

Wasted funds

Two years ago thousands of
pounds were spent on improv-
ing facilities in order to run the
Oasis project there. Teenagers,
disaffected with mainstream
schooling for a variety of
reasons, were to be given the
chance to gain educational
qualifications with the help of
visiting teachers. Now they are
to be based elsewhere, leaving
the centre underused.

Local MP Rudi Vis has
expressed his concern about
the future of the Stanley
Road playing fields in a letter
to Councillor Victor Lyons,
leader of Barnet Council, who
has replied that Sport England
would have to be in agreement
with any proposed action. Like

Watch that
Space...

Ten months after it burned
down, the cafe in Cherry
Tree Wood has stillnotbeen
replaced. A new kiosk has
been on order since the
end of May, when a wait
of up to twelve weeks was
envisaged. So it should be
in place by the time you
read this, but don’t hold
your breath!

Don’t get
Jlumbered,
Jack!

Barnet Police have advised
Barnet Borough-watch to
look out for groups of trav-
ellers offering tree-felling
services in the neighbour-
hood. Ifyouseesuch people
in your area you are asked,
if possible, to get a descrip-
tion of the personsinvolved,
any registration number of
any connected vehicle and,
if approached, a business
card. Your are requested
to contact Barnet Borough-
watch with the details on
020 8733 4409, and leave
a message.

31/08/2003, 22:47

many other residents, Dr Vis
wants the few green spaces
left in East Finchley to be
protected from developers and
feels that The Stanley should
remain as a playing field for
community use.

Do you have any particular
memories of the Stanley Road
playing fields and the Herbert
Wilmot Centre? What do you
think should happen to them?
Please send your views to THE
ARCHER, contact details on the
left of this page.

Local Planning
Applications

Former Red Lion Public
House, Elmfield Road -

Demolition of existing build-
ing and erection of a three-storey
block (plus basement level) to
provide eight self-contained
flats.

201 High Road -

Change of use of ground
floor from offices to showroom
with ancillary storage and office
areas.

Meze Restaurant 214-216
High Road -

single storey rear extension
to restaurant. New entrance for
flats at first floor.

100-102 High Road -

Change of use of ground floor
fromshop (ClassA1)torestaurant
(A3)at100HighRoad (was Tom’s
the Butchers).

322 High Road -

Erection of three-storey
detached house with provision
for off street parking.

Outside 49-69 Lyttleton
Court, Lyttleton Road -

Installation of atelecommuni-

cations column/antennae
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Highlighting the
High Road

By Diana Cormack

The recent report dismissing an appeal made by the
Tesco/Esso Alliance to redevelop the Esso filling station
between Leopold Road and Church Lane contained some
interesting comments. It maintained that the proposals
did not fit in with present Government policy that new
retail investment should be used to sustain and develop
existing centres.It also noted that the newly built block
of retirement homes between Hertford and Bedford
Roads effectively isolates the northern section of High
Road shops from the rest of the “town centre”, whose
viability is considered to be “fairly fragile”. Part of the
reason for this was a relatively poor representation by
national multiples and quite a high proportion of shops
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Diners enjoy the High Road'’s atmosphere. Photo by Sue Holliday
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trading in items of rela-
tively narrow and special-
ist consumer appeal, “such
as antiques and the hire of
fancy dress.”

In fact Martin Henham
Antiques is our only antique
shop and for more than fifteen
years Culture Vultures has
been widely known for provid-
ing fancy dress requirements.
Admittedly businesses have
come and gone but, at present,
none of the properties in the
parade of shops opposite East
Finchley Methodist Church
is empty. Whilst some reflect
modern trends, like the Laser
Hair Removal salon, the Healthy
Glow Tanning Specialists and
the popular 202 hairdressers,
others provide necessities.
There is HR Dry Cleaners, the
HSS Hire Shop and Kents food
and wine shop, which is open
all hours for the convenience
of its customers. Along with
the shops down Church Lane
and Long Lane, Kents would
have been badly hit by the
development of the petrol sta-
tion. Businesses adjacent to the
site—Motts Goodwin Insurance,
Adtreck Technology and the Top
Pizza take-away trade — would
probably have felt little effect.

So local traders live to fight
another day, but the spotlight
is certainly not off their area.
Anyone passing along that part
of the High Road cannot fail to
notice a business that is attract-
ing more and more customers.
The Meze Bar Restaurant, with
its open frontage and pavement
tables, has brought a holiday
atmosphere to that part of East
Finchley. Alan Dobrin of Alan’s
Records (see July’s ArcHER) is
delighted with his next-door
neighbour’s success.

“Maybe it won’t bring me
many more customers, butithas
really opened up this end of the
HighRoad,”hesaid, “and that’s
got to be a good thing.”

High Street Survivor
Speaks Out

By Daphne Chamberlain

A Finchley man has brought the case of local traders to
the Finchley Society. At a recent meeting, Lawrie Chiv-
ers of A1 Motors asked for the Society’s support against

the growing domination of supermarkets, hypermarkets

and multiples.

Lawrie, an electrical engi-
neer who has spent all his life
(if you don’t count the first
six weeks) in East Finchley,
described his biggest claim to
fame as “surviving 35 yearsina
very hostileretail environment”.
He and his brother, Roger, were
foundermembers of A1 Motors,
an organisation of independent
retailers, who, through co-
operating in buying and in joint
publicity, keep their prices low
— often undercutting multiples,
discounts notwithstanding.

Even so, over the last 10
years their turnover has halved.
The business rate has gone up by
29% in five years, inflation by
11%, parking permits by 12%,
wheelie bins by 122 %, and
insurance by 65%. Out of every
£100 through the till, 80% goes
on overheads, leaving just 20%
for everything else. Theirs is a
typical High Street experience.

Lawrie told the Society
that the main reason was the
proliferation of supermarkets
and hypermarkets. While
not against supermarkets and
multiples in principle, he said
that there were too many retail
outlets in this country.

“The French invented
hypermarkets, but they still
nurture local shops and sustaina
thriving local economy. If only
we could do the same!”

He asked whether a big

Lawrie Chivers photo by Erini Rodis

multiple concern would cook
meals, change bulbs or call
ambulances for elderly neigh-
bours, all of which have hap-
pened in our High Road. Would
its staffnecessarily have enough
knowledge to give customers
worthwhile assistance? Social
benefits aside, he reminded his
audience that local businesses
use local banks, local builders,
local Post Offices and local
window-cleaners.

In turn, the Council should
be more aware of local needs.
Barnet Council could help
more, instead of believing that
big business is beautiful. The
Finchley Society, Lawrie con-
cluded, is very well respected,
with strong lobbying power. If
itsmembers agreed with him, he
urged them to use their power to
influence Council policy.

FORUM REPORT

By Daphne Chamberlain
The July Finchley Forum was held at the Green Man
Centre and covered the following topics:

Two-Way at the Tally Ho?
Itseemsnow that Kingsway will become two-way and Ballards
Lane will notbecome pedestrianised. Councillor Kathy McGuirk
said that not even Ward Councillors had been consulted.

Parking Killing Trade

Another complaint about lack of consultation came from
North Finchley traders, who predicted that parking restrictions
would turn the area into a ghost town. “Who is going to park
at North Finchley when they can whiz up to Brent Cross for
nothing?”” One small garage owner calculated that the scheme
was costing him £10,000 a year.

The Highways Department replied that local businesses
had been sent consultation forms, but very few had returned
them. Highways maintained that 450 business bays seemed
adequate, but when traders said that people couldn’t trek
round looking for them, they promised to carry out another
survey at a different time of day. A complaint that there were
not enough disabled drivers’ bays convenient for workplaces
was registered.

The Chair, Councillor Leslie Sussman said that he would ask
for the six-month review period to be brought forward.

Bow Lane Playing Field
Amember of the public reported a rumour that it would remain
as a playing field for 10 years, and asked why this was not in the
public arena. Councillor Sussman said he would find out.

Glebe Lands Pond
This is allegedly being fished extensively, upsetting the bal-
ance of wildlife and encouraging car parking on the grass. The
issues of ownership and what can be done were deferred.

Coppetts Close Construction Site
This was said to be excessively noisy, with workers also
operating outside agreed hours. The Environmental Health
Department has put in a capital bid for acoustic fencing, and
residents were advised to write to Barnet Customer Care.
The next Forum will be at 6.30pm on Wednesday 1 Octo-

ber, at Avenue House, East End

Road, Finchley, N3. Midhurst Butchers

Hens Teeth Antiques

Antiques Bought and Sold
Restoration, Upholstery ard
French Pa/?[s’é/)y of FPeriod
and Modern Furniture
Call Martin Murray
0208883 - 0755

Mobile 07970 625 - 359

REFILL & SAVE

Cartridge World

Retail
New Cartridges

Refill Inkjets

Remanufacture
Laser Cartridges

127 East End Road East Finchley N2 0SZ

T: (0208) 883 2833 F: (0208) 8159373
cweastfinchley@cartridgeworld.org

Certified organic meat

Cree Godfrey Wood

Solicitors

Commissioners for Oaths

Hours: 9.30am to 5.30pm.

at reasonable prices
Free-range poultry
Home-made sausages
(including Boerwors)
2 Midhurst Parade,
Fortis Green, London N10
Tel. 020 8883 5303

email:admin@creegodfreyandwood.co.uk
28 High Road, London N2 9PJ
Tel: 020 8883 9414 / 9496 / 0989

www.creegodfreyandwood.co.uk

VICTORY AUTO SERVICES

Formerly of High Road East Finchley

T/A Motor Services of Muswell Hill
Air-Conditioning - Recharge & Servicing

Mechanical repairs, tyres, bodywork, clutches, exhausts
MOTs by appointment

109 Fortis Green East Finchley London N2 9HR
Tel: 020 8883 9707 / 0023 Fax: 020 8482 9179

31/08/2003, 22:49
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Mayor Climbs
Aboard Local
Bus Row

Transport for London’s recently announced decision not
to proceed with a bus route from Muswell Hill to Swiss
Cottage has sparked outrage from some and support from
others but has also led to an eleventh-hour intervention
by London’s Mayor, Ken Livingstone.

The last-minute involve-
ment of the Mayor has been
welcomed by Lynne Feath-
erstone, Lib Dem London
Assembly member and Harin-
gey councillor. Early in August,
an outraged Ms Featherstone,
Chair of the London Assembly
Transport Committee, wrote
to Mayor Livingstone, who
responded by stating that the
decision should be disregarded
until he has reviewed the matter
himself later in August.

“Thisisawelcome interven-
tion by the Mayor. I hope that
he will now reverse Transport
for London’s ludicrous decision
to red light the Muswell Hill to
Swiss Cottage bus route,” said
Ms Featherstone.

“If he really does want to
get people out of cars and onto
buses, this route meets all his
criteria — it would reduce car
usage and increase accessibil-
ity for people reliant on public
transport. It is time Mayor Liv-
ingstone put his money where

Help

Plan Next
Year’s
Festival

The East Finchley Festi-
val is having its annual
review on Thursday 2
October, from 7pm at the
Green Man Community
Centre. With Barnet
Council withdrawing arts
funding and support to
the community festivals,
next year promises to be
more challenging than
usual. Anyone interested
in helping to plan the
festival is very welcome
to come along.

12

his mouth is!

However, the proposed
route included plans for road
widening. Arecent mini-survey
was conducted of those most
directly affected by the plans
—135households in Southwood
Lane/Castle Yard and part ofthe
Highgate conservation area. Of
the households surveyed, 20%
responded.

Of those responding, over
80% were opposed to the neces-
sary road-widening suggested
by TfL’s transport consultants
and only 12% were in favour of
a bus route in their road.

Commenting on the results,
former Highgate Councillor
Peter Forrest said, “These
results show that the resi-
dents most directly affected
by the proposed bus service
are overwhelmingly opposed
to the suggested route. They
are particularly worried about
the plan to widen their historic
road — part of the Highgate
Conservation Area — and also
fear the inevitable loss of yet
more roadside parking spaces
further along the route near
Castle Yard.

Southwood Lane residents
feel very strongly that their road
is too narrow for any bus route
and that the proposed service
should be re-routed, perhaps
via Woodside Avenue”.

Hail the 382

By Daphne Chamberlain
The 382 —anew cross-coun-
try route from Southgate to
Mill Hill East — has been
welcomed by northern
East-Finchleians, who
can pick it up at Squires
Lane. One satisfied cus-
tomer reports that it has
cut his journey time from
Southgate to Strawberry
Vale from one hour to 15
minutes. So far, it seems
reliable too.

L.aw Service Launch

By Nozizwe Mlotshwa

Barnet Law Service (BLS) has celebrated its official launch three years after it first
opened its doors to the public.

The BLS situated in Bell
Lane, Hendon, is a second-tier
referral service funded by the
Government providing free
legal advice and representation
topeoplewholiveand/orworkin
the London Borough of Barnet.
Itofferstelephone advice, repre-
sentation and advocacy in areas
of social welfare law. These
include housing, employment,
immigration, welfare benefits,
mental health and community
care - areas which dispropor-
tionately affect the vulnerable
in the community.

It has two part-time solici-
tors — Abiola Adekanmi deals
with asylum and immigration
while Teresa Harrison deals
with housing, employment
and welfare benefits. Between
them they have handled 100
cases in the past three years,
most of them in employment
and immigration. They are
currently juggling 40 cases
referred to them by advice
agencies.

Lou Hains, BLS’s adminis-
trator said, “We are here to fill a
gap and support the community

of Barnet, we also direct those
we cannot help in the right direc-
tion to get the help they need.”
She said that they are expecting
more funding in the near future.
BLS does not take debtand con-
sumer cases at present.

The Mayor of the London
Borough of Barnet, Councillor
Melvin Cohen, was among the
local councillors, MPs, repre-
sentatives of BLS client group
and local legal practitioners who
attended the official launch on
22 July 2003 at the BLS offices
in Hendon, London.

Holy Trinity Church

Church Lane N2

[Sundays: The Parish Communion 10 a.m}

Children including toddlers & babies
are very welcome at all services
in this multi-ethnic church.

Contact: The Revd. Laurence Hill

Telephone: 020 8883 8720

-
-

A rare sight - the 43 in East End Road. Photo by Tony Roberts

Public Meetlng
with London

Buses

By Daphne Chamberlain

There will be a public meeting at East Finchley Library at
7.30pm on Tuesday 23 September, when representatives
of London Buses will be asked to take steps to improve

the 263 and 143 services.

East Finchley’s Agenda 21
Traffic Group, who are arrang-
ing the meeting, have also
invited Barnet Council officers
and local councillors.

Hazel Burnett, ofAgenda?21,
told THE ArcHER that the Group
had expressed concern over
these services to London Buses
in March, but the situation still
remained the same. The public
meeting has been called in the
hope that local concern will be
taken seriously and concrete
action implemented.

Most complaints are about

poor frequency, running in twos,
and impractical and potentially
dangerous interior design.

Proposed new and/or
amended routes serving East
Finchley are also likely to be
discussed.

This will be an opportunity
for everyone in the community
to meet the people in charge of
our local bus services. Obvi-
ously, the bigger the turnout the
more weight the meeting will
carry. However, anyone who
is unable to attend in person,
or who has further enquiries,
is welcome to contact Hazel

m-up/ HLessans
Yvonne

Tel: 020 8444 7462
Mobile: 07941 220 257

Burnett on 020 8444 6824 or
at hazel.burnett@freeuk.com.

We Need
Your Help

THEARCHER relies on volun-
teer distributors to bring
your paper to you every
month. If you live in East
Finchley and would be will-
ing to deliver to either your
own road or one of those
listed below (no amount of
help is too small!), please
let us know.

Distribution takes place
once a month and a typical
round should take 30-45 min-
utes to deliver.

We are currently seeking
distributors for the following:
Church Lane area:
Church Lane (part of), The
Walks
Long Lane area:

Font Hills, The Mead & Lucas
Gardens

Strawberry Vale:

Old Farm Road, Brook Walk,
Stable Walk & Nursery Walk
The Grange:

Eastview, Berwick, Hilton,
Craven, Myddleton, Oak, Vane
& Willow Houses
Deansway area:

Edmunds Walk & The Bishops
Avenue (part of)

Falloden Way area:
Ossulton Way (part of), Green-
halgh Walk, Maurice Walk,

The Market Place (part of)

We also require car owners
to drop off to our distributors
each month. A typical run
involves delivering bundles
of papers to 6 - 8 distributors
within a small area of N2, N6,
N10 or NW11 borders.

Can you help? Please call
us on 020 8883 0433 or e-mail
distribution@the-archer.co.uk
if you think you can, or if you
would like more information.

>«

ST. JOHNS CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALIST CHURCH
Tele: 020 8446 1725 ~ Web: www.stjohnsfinchley.co.uk
Services
Sunday 6.30 p.m.

Thursday 7.30 p.m.

Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 6.30 p.m.
Healing every Tuesday between 1 p.m. & 3 p.m.
Weddings ~ Christenings ~ Funerals (at the church or cemetery)
by arrangement with the Minister
All are welcome

31/08/2003, 22:52
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Back in June, as part of our feature on East
Finchley’s open spaces, Hugh Petrie brought us part
one of the history of the Fuel Lands Allotments.
Here, a little later than planned, follows the second
and final instalment of his story.

The allotments can be found behind Martin School
and Chandos Gardens.

Finchley’s
Secret Gardens

Part Two

The allotment act of 1882 stipulated that fuel lands had
to be converted into allotment gardens. Between 1851
and 1891 the population of Finchley rose from 4,120 to
16,647. There was insufficient land set aside for allot-
ments (6 acres) for the “deserving poor”. The 15 acres
of the fuel lands was still being leased to Mr Field.
In 1886 William Wightman, of 4 Trinity Road, on the
advice of Jessie Collins of the Birmingham Allotment
League, decided to campaign for the conversion of the

THE ARCHER - 08717 334465
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THe film crew in Cherry T‘re‘e Wood. Photo. by John Dearing

Featherboy Settles on

s

fuel lands into allotments.

Zr =13 3
The Fuel Lands Allotments. Photo

Much of Finchley was run
as a civil parish, with a Vestry
meeting held every year at
Easter so that ratepayers could
ratify the parish accounts and
chose new wardens and over-
seers. The rector chaired the
meetings, so the four members
fuel land trust were also the
local government. Those who
owned property got extra votes,
soitrequired a great number of
working men to effect change.
Wightman demanded the trust
comply with the 1882 act, but
the trust argued that there was
no need. At the vestry of 1887,
there were more than 70 appli-
cants for allotments. Some, like
Mr Bachelor, remembered their
father’s plots on the fuel lands
inthe 1850s. Wightman was no
longer a lone voice and a fuel
land committee of seven metto
consider the suitability of the
fuel lands. The trust, which
was made up of four commit-
tee members, continued to put

by John Dea

LS
ring

up objections.

The East Finchley Allot-
ment League was formed
in November 1887 at the
Bald Faced Stag. Supporters
included the churchwardens
at Holy Trinity and Henry
Stevens MP. At the Vestry
meeting of Easter 1888 (with
cheers from the crowd and
the call “working men do
your duty”), the league man-
aged to block the re-election
of one of the wardens and the
ratification of parish accounts.
In order to ratify the accounts a
motion was passed in favour of
fuel land allotments. Eventu-
ally the stubborn Mr Field quit
the land. The very next day,
26 March 1890, the allotments
were opened, not only a turn-
ing point in history of green
spaces of East Finchley, but
also for local democracy.

This article was reproduced
by kind permission of London
Borough of Barnet archives.

Cherry Tree Wood

By John Dearing

Several locations in East Finchley were recently chosen for filming a new drama for
the BBC. The production team, the actors and all the associated equipment were to be
seen at the Holywood Bowl, Cherry Tree Wood and Park House, on Friday 1 August.
They were filming Featherboy, adapted from an award-winning book by Nicky Singer.
The production company, Childsplay Television, is based in Neasden, and the producer,
Peter Tabern, said they needed a bowling alley, and having decided on the Finchley
Lido complex, it was sensible to use further locations in the district on the same day.
After filming in Cherry Tree Wood, they then used the outside of Park House to rep-

resent an anti-natal clinic!

Peter Tabern previously
adapted the Clive King book
Stig of the Dump for television,
also produced by Childsplay,
and Thomas Sanger, who was
seen performing in Cherry Tree
Woods, is the child star of both
productions.

Featherboy is the story of
Robert Nobel — a boy who is the

buttofclassroomjokesand victim
of Niker, the class bully.

When Robert visits a local
home for the elderly as part
of a school project and meets
Edith Sorrell, an old lady with
a tragic past, he embarks on a
series of events that will change
their lives forever.

Accordingtothe BBC Press

Office web site, the adaptation
will star Sheila Hancock, Lind-
sey Coulson, Ronald Pickup,
Aaron Johnson and Thomas
Sangster.

70 Years

since

Finchley became
a Borough

On4 October, Finchley will celebrate the 70* anniversary
of becoming a borough. Surviving members of Finchley
Borough Council will join present councillors and the
Mayor and Deputy Lieutenant of Barnet to celebrate at

Avenue House.

The Finchley Cinevideo
Society is showing a 1933
archive film of the ceremonial
procession, to which Norman
Burgess, who watched it all as
a child, will provide the com-
mentary. Nicholas Pike, grand-
son of Alderman Pike, Deputy
Mayor in 1933, will bring
along the casket in which the
charter was presented. Also on
display will be the charteritself,
and Finchley’s chain and mace.
This exhibition, arranged by the

Finchley Society, will be open to
the public from 4 to 7pm.

Information on the
Finchley Society can be found
atwww.finchleysociety.org.uk
or call 020 8883 2633.

24
State Registered

Chiropodist/Podiatrist

Miss H.C. MIKELLIDES BSc (Hons)
SRCh MChS DpodM

+ Nail Surgery & Replacement
+ Verruca treatment + Sports injuries
+ Skin complaints  + Biomechanics
+ Local Anaesthestic

COOTES PHARMACY 020 8883 0073
134 High Road East Finchley London N2 9ED
Mobile: 07958 443 623

o N I N .

Party ! i

Promotion!

' Presentation!
Whatever you are doing! I
We have the Lighting,
Sound & FX Technology I
to make it a Success!

Hire&Salel

Open 10am-6pm ||
Closed Tuesdays
«m 172 High Road,
¥ EastF inchley, N2
By FaxNo.+44(0)20 8883 5117 I

3 020 8883 4353

de

1

ng-Sound-FXsV

Holistic Aromatherapy Massage

Marisa and Giovanni - Fully Qualified
Professional Therapists (IFPA)

Stress, Joint Pain, Backache, Emotional Imbalance etc.

ml F st Finchley Tel:(020) 8883 3320

CHEQUES
WE CASH
Wages Cheques, DHSS Cheques,
Inland Revenue Cheques.
Personal Cheques CASHED
PAWNBROKING SERVICE
Sale and Buyback on Jewellery
CASH LOANS
020 7267 9102
325 Kentish Town Rd. London NW5
Written details available on request

Mike, Tricia & Jimmy welcome you to

58/60 High Road, East Finchley

Tel: 020 8883 3598 & 020 8444 9569

EST 35 Years

~
J‘O/

flowers by

T.ondon N2

(1o
‘YS}S& )

31/08/2003, 22:59



L NEEN

2003Sep06.indd

-~

6

SEPTEMBER 2003

THE ARCHER - 08717 334465

Front view of the library showing proposed extension taken from James
Elliott's extension proposals

Modifications to meet the Disability
Discrimination Act statutory requirements

new male WC & R

new female WC Lift \S&/ A
AN -
I'-. s i ; & ¢
2

© James Elliott 2003

Ground floor plan of the library showing modifications to meet the
Disability Discrimination Act, taken from the James Elliott proposals

DDA modifications

|:| New library space
|:| Existing spaceuft <
pd

_library
space

© James Elliott 2003

First floor plan showing modifications for the Disability Discrimination
Act and newly created library space, from the James Elliott proposals

Twe MEZE BAR

RESTAURANT

Set Meze
A selection of 8 Cold Mezes
Including Humus, Cacik,
Tarama & Dolma.
Followed by 6 Hot Mezes
Including Falafel, Borek,
Liver & Hellim.
Followed by a Mixed Grill Platter
or Vegetarian Alternative
Finished with Fresh Fruit and
Complimentary Tea or Coffee

Fish Meze
A selection of 8 Cold Mezes
Including Humus, Cacik,
Tarama & Dolma.
Followed by 6 Hot Mezes
Including Falafel, Borek,
Kalamar & Prawns.
Followed by Fresh Salmon
Finished with Fresh Fruit and
Complimentary Tea or Coffee

£15.50 (Per Person)
(Minimum 2 people)

sk st sfe sfe she sk ske st s sk ske sk skeoskeoskoskoskok ok

£13.50 (Per Person)
(Minimum 2 people)

Tel: 020 8883 5060 / 020 8883 3544

214-216 High Road East Finchley London N2 9AY

Proposals To Extend

, Library Rejected

Local architect, James Elliott, has drawn alternative plans for the future of East Finchley
Library that provide for modernisation and enlargement of the existing building and
facilities. This proposal goes well beyond the remedial works soon to be presented to
residents as part of Barnet Council’s consultation on the future of the Library. Mr
Elliott claims that the costs would be easily covered by the proceeds derived from the
sale of Park House at market value, which Barnet Council has already confirmed is

planned to be disposed of.

Unfortunately these plans
will not be included in the
public consultation and so are
reproduced here, in simplified
form for your perusal.

Under Mr Elliott’s proposal
the ground floor of the existing
library will remain broadly as
it is, except for the provision
of disabled access, upgraded
public toilets, disabled toilets
and a lift to the first floor.

A new first floor extension
will increase the library space

by 40% and will add new staff
amenities and a staff area.
Finally anew roof, partly glazed,
will provide natural light. The
whole proposed development
will, as can be seen from the
photographs, be inkeeping with
the existing building’s character
although, in light of the recent
Grade 2 listing (see page one)
any such work would require
the blessing of English Herit-
age inaddition to other planning
approvals.

Mr Elliott, having kindly
allowed THE ARCHER to publish
this extract preview, left, from
his plans, will launch his full
proposalsinMaddensat 7.30pm
on Tuesday 2 September, and
they will be on display in Chorak
from 3-10 September, and after-
wards in Alan’s Records.

THE ArcHER Will, as always,
be interested in your views on
this controversial subject.

Presidential Delight at Listing

Bill Tyler, President of the Finchley Society, has reviewed the plans for the East Finchley
Library extension, created by James Elliott.

He told THE ArcHER ‘1 feel
sure that the Society’s plan-
ning committee will welcome
this proposed extension. I am
delighted that the library is

listed, because it is a distinc-
tive building in East Finchley,
and a modern intervention to
extend the library can be done
insympathy with its new status.

It would ensure continued use
of the library, rather than it
becoming redundant—and con-
sequently a building at risk.”

Consider Your Options

Carefully

By Daphne Chamberlain

Every household in East Finchley should
receive a library questionnaire through
the post. If you do not receive one, ring
Tricia Little on 020 8359 7776. When
you get one, consider your options
carefully.

Ms Little has told THE ArcHER that there will
be only one vote per household, not one per
resident. There might be space on the form to
record that opinion is split, but she has been
informed that only one vote will count. Only
the votes recorded on questionnaire forms
will be considered. In other words, letters
or other expressions of opinion will not be
considered.

Doing Nothing?

The option of doing nothing apparently
does not mean what it says. When THe ARCHER
queried this, knowing that the building does
not at present meet the requirements of the
Disability Discrimination Act, the reply was
that various adjustments would be made to the
ground floor.

Refurbishment

When asked whether refurbishment would
mean automatically implementing the Council
plans on display, or whether other plans would
be considered, Tricia Little could not comment.
Asreported elsewhere in this edition, the official
line on enlarging the library is that it is not an
option. The suggestion that it could be done by
selling Park House met with “no comment”.

31/08/2003, 23:05

First at Last?

THE ARCHER has been told that a great many
East Finchley residents have not received their
August-September copies of Barnet First, which
included a contact number to ring for informa-
tion about the consultation. Apparently these
were sent out in bundles by streets. We have
been assured that the questionnaires will be
sent to individual addresses.

Council plans will be exhibited in the library
from 8 September for six weeks, during library
opening hours. From 20 Octoberuntil 28 Novem-
ber, the exhibition moves to the Phoenix. Here
the display will be open from 4-9pm every day.
The Phoenix is being used for display only, and
has no view on library proposals.




L NEEN

2003Sep07.indd

e

(e 1T

z

THE ARCHER - 08717 334465

7

SEPTEMBER 2003

Lifelong
Learning

By Ann Bronkhorst

Learning, training, education...daunting words, for some
people. For others they suggest hope for a change of
direction, a challenge, a new chance.

So you’re an adult — maybe
retired — with a regular window
oftime (Tuesday evenings, say,
or Thursday afternoons) and
you’re looking for the right
course. You leaf through col-
lege brochures, timidly attend
Open Evenings and tackle the
weighty Floodlight, out now
at £3.95 and covering 40,000
part-time courses.

Where to go?

Well, locally there’s the
Institute, with four venues,
and Barnet College, with five.
Southgate College is near the
North Circular while City and
Islington has twelve centres on
or near the Holloway Road.
There’s the Working Men’s Col-
lege in Camden and the Work-
ers’ Educational Association
with centres all over London.
You could venture right into
town to Birkbeck or the Mary
Ward Centre, both near Goodge
Street and Russell Square.

Further afield

A Freedom Pass makes
it easier to choose a centre
that’s not local and/or a course
involving visits such as Birk-
beck’s one-term Discovering
courses: galleries, museums,
architecture. Plenty of walking
is entailed!

If you want to build up
your fitness there are dozens
of exercise classes, many tar-
geted atthe over-sixties. At City
and Islington there’s ‘Chinese
Exercise for Mind and Body’
and a range of keep-fit classes
for over-sixties — even one for
the over-fifties, ‘Large and
Lovely’. And over-fifties of all
sizes can do sports and recrea-
tions at Whetstone (Barnet Col-
lege). At the Mary Ward Centre
a well-established over-sixties
programme includes debating,
line dancing and bridge. Locally,
through the Institute, over-sixty-
fives can ‘Sit and Be Fit’, with

a chair-based class to improve
balance and mobility.

Comparing centres

It’s useful to compare simi-
lar courses at different centres.
Soft furnishing courses are
offered at Southgate, City and
Islington and Barnet but some
last ten weeks and some thirty.
‘Beginners’ Modern Greek’
at Barnet will take you thirty
evenings; maybe you’d prefer
to ‘Get By in Greek’ at the
Institute inamere five evenings.
Just for women who love gar-
dening Barnet WEA have five
short courses, three based in
students’ own gardens while
at Barnet College a six-month
course leads to the RHS General
Certificate in Horticulture — for
keen amateurs of both sexes.

Weird and wonderful

Many course titles sound
intriguing. I think I’ll pass on
‘Belly-dancing’ (Mary Ward)
and ‘Balloon Artistry’ (South-
gate) but ‘Weather for Outdoor
Activities’ (City and Islington)
would prepare me for ‘Fitness
Walking’ (Institute). Back
indoors I could trace my ances-
try at Southgate or plunge into
Birkbeck’s ‘Heaven or Hell: the
London Underground of'the Lit-
erary Imagination’. Weird and
wonderful or plain practical,
the courses are astonishingly
varied.

Do something

Most fees are reasonable,
usually with discounts for
over-sixties, and local librar-
ies have lots of information,
So, as it says on the cover of
Floodlight, don’t just sit there,
do something!

elen Mortimer ( r/ght) mtroduces her August class to the Internet. Photo by Erini Rodis

Stay Local at the Green Man

By Daphne Chamberlain

The Green Man was one of East Finchley’s vanishing pubs, but you can still drop in
to the community centre on the same site for a bit of what you fancy.

Computers

You will find a range of
computer courses, for abso-
lute beginners to the more
advanced. At that stage, you
can be tested for the ECDL
(European Community Driv-
ing Licence -—computers,
not cars). Or an inter-active
resource called Cash Crescent
could help you make the most
from your money. These Learn
Directcourses, starting from the
first week in September, run on
a drop-in basis. You decide the
time and number of hours to
study. Call Helen Mortimer on
020 8815 0703 to arrange your
programme.

Literacy, Numeracy and
English
Barnet College courses

resume on 22 September, with
classes in literacy (Mondays)

and numeracy (Tuesdays)
— both 9.30-11.30am, and
English as a second language
(9.30am-1.30pm Wednesdays
and 9.30-11.30am Fridays).
When 1 helped out at another
adult literacy class, one of our
most enthusiastic members
admitted it had taken her three
and a half years to get up the
courage to enrol. Once she had
gained confidence in reading
and writing, itreally did openup
anew world for her. Enrolment
atthe Green Man is on Monday
8 September, 9am-5pm. For
more information, call Sharon
on 020 8226 4169.
Tai Chi

Mind and body work
together, and the Tai Chi /
Chi Kung class, 1.30-3.15 on

Mondays, starting 22 Septem-
ber, offers a gentle workout for
both — including anti-arthritis
exercises. The class includes
senior citizens and people with
disabilities. You are welcome
to go along to a class to see if
it suits you, without commit-
ment.

Colombian Dancing

Feel like partying? Try Nel-
sy’sdance classes, which cover
all Latin-American rhythms.
She doesn’t mind if you have
two left feet. Ten-week courses,
8-9pm Tuesdays, start on 9 Sep-
tember. Call Nelsy on 020 8444
2012 for details.

The Green Man Centre,
at the High Road end of
Strawberry Vale, is open to
everyone.

Filler File

Little boxes
Why are they called apart-
ments, when they’re all stuck
together?

Brickbat
Why are they called build-
ings, when they’re already
finished? Shouldn’t they be
called builts?

Plane view
When two airplanes almost col-
lide why do they call it a near
miss? It sounds like a near hit
to me!

DIY
I went to a bookstore and asked
the saleswoman, “Where’s the
self-help section?”” She said if
she told me, it would defeat the

purpose.

The East Finchley
DENTAL CENTRE

&
<><><>
"4

Dedicated to making you smile! ¢

NHS & Private Patients Welcome
Friendly, Experienced Dental Team

Special Care for Nervous Patients,
Children, Disabled and The Elderly

Preventative Care

Cosmetic Treatment, Teeth Whitening
Mercury Free White Fillings

Crowns, Bridges and Dentures

24 Hour Emergency Cover
Open 9am - 6pm Weekdays
Sat. (by arrangement)

Tele: 020 8444 3436
144, High Road, East Finchley, London N2 9ED

Al CHIVERS BROS.

Did You Know?

The government is soon to ban the use of hand-
held mobile phones whilst driving. From 1st
December, anyone caught doing this will have
their licence endorsed automatically.

mr Handsfree®
CAR-KIT pro

Complete kit £77.90 incl. VAT

DIY - ‘Plug and Play’ - no installation necessary
Supports almost every mobile phone g
Unrivalled sound quality

Professional hands-free microphone
with Voice Direction System

® Try it with your own phone in our shop
3-year warranty offers complete peace of mind

113 High Road East Finchley 020 8883 8628

31/08/2003, 23:10
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Barney Needs a Home

Usually the RSPCA is looking for new owners for unwanted or abandoned animals.
This story is a little different.

Barney is a big, cuddly teddy
bear who was given to our
branch by one of the com-
mittee.

At our Summer Fair we
had a competition to guess
his name. The lady who was
successful decided he was
too big for her flat and gave
him back. We raffled him at
Finchley Carnival and, you’ve
guessed it, the winner gave
him back as she had no room
for him.

Loveable

Barney is big, loveable and
lonely. He would like to live
on someone’s bed. We do not
want him to be friendless any
longer — so who will make
a donation to our clinic in
exchange for Barney?

Send your offer withname,
address and phone number
to the clinic in an envelope
marked “Anne Lewis”.
We are open Mondays and
Thursdays 5.30-7.30pm or, if
closed, push it under the door
in Park Road N2 (next to the
Duke of Cambridge which is
now being demolished).

Save Our Library!

Bamey, a disconsolate bear. Photo By John Dearing.

Local schools are to be asked to give their views about the new library proposals as
part of Barnet Council’s consultation process.

Earlier this year children
in Martin Infant School
did some writing about
why they like going to
East Finchley library,
which the school uses
every day. Here are some
of the reasons written by
six year olds in Year 2:

I love going to the library
because they have wonderful
stories there. I don’t want to
movethelibrary becausethere
will be lots of busy roads to
cross. I like doing stuff with
Rachel.

By Libby

Clever
Clogs
Corner

Did you know that the
word /ibrary comes from
the Latin word /ibraria
meaning a bookseller’s
shop? The French still
use the word librairie
in the same way.

1 like going there because you
getbrilliantbooks andit’s very,
very, very, very good. I don’t
want it to move then we have
to walk a long way.

By Bernadette

Please don’tknock our library
down. I really love the library
because they have videos,
playstation games, DVDs and
books. Itis peaceful and Rachel
tells us brilliant stories.

By Jake

Please don’t shut down the
library because I want to read
morebooks and I really wantto
read all of the books because 1
want to see what happens.

By Ho

Ireally loveto goto the library
because you get lots of books
andIgo tothe club. It will take
me a long time to get to the
library if it moves.

By Salim

At the same time Martin
Junior School children
wrote to Barnet Council.
Here are some extracts
from their letters:

I am very upset you plan to
knock down the East Finchley
library. Ifyou knock down the

library where would I get my
Indian films? Please recon-
sider.

By Saffa in Year 4

I am writing to ask you not
to knock our library down
because it is a lovely build-
ing and everyone uses it for
reading, going on the Inter-
net, studying, borrowing
videos and DV Ds. It would be
stupid to turn the library into
another block of flats. There
are already so many flats in
East Finchley and it would
ruin our field, which has only
just been re-planted.

By Alice in 50

I’m writing to tell you how
much East Finchley library
means to me. I have been
going to the library for as
long as I can remember. 1 go
thereto do my homework and
it has an excellent range of
books, tapes, CDs and videos.
When I was little I used to
go there and have a story
read to me. Most books are
quite expensive; the library
has most of these books on
loan. Please don’t destroy
the library. If you do, how
will children learn? You’d
be surprised at how much
we learn from books.

By Nicole in 6H

KALASHNIKOV KULTUR

By Ricky Savage, the voice of social irresponsibility

Popportunity
Knocks

Once upon a time when cats were cool and mice
were extremely worried, you needed talent, luck
and the unhealthy interest of some dodgy sven-
gali to make it as a pop star. Now all you need is
luck, talent and the desire to be humiliated on
prime time television by Simon ‘Big Trousers’
Cowell. Why? Because Pop Idol is back. There
are alternatives, but going tofame schoolinsome
crumbling Victorian pile in Highgate, just doesn’t
have the low rent appeal of Peter Watermelon,
‘Big Trousers’, ‘Foxy?’and Nicky Chapman being
unnecessarily cruel. You see, when it comes to
search-for-a-star-for-the-twenty-first-century the
closer you get to car-crash TV the better and
nothing comes as close as Pop Idol.

Lastyear’s collection of wannabes and won’tbes threw
up in a very meaningful sense of the word the combined
talents of Gareth’n’'Wil'n’Darius, gave us a wheelbarrow
full of low rent number ones, gave Jordan the chance
to cure Gareth’s stutter, Darius the chance to pose on
television and Will the chance to prove he has real camp
potential.

Bigger, better

This year it is bigger, better, more prime time and
competing head-to-head with fame school. It has an
‘official’ newspaper, a web site and sad contestants
chasing 15 seconds of fame by yodelling ‘Like a Virgin’
while treading grapes. It’s still got ‘Foxy?’, Watermelon
man, ‘Big Trousers’ and Nicky Chapman, it's even got
the interchangeable Dec and Ant and Ant and Dec, but
now it's got so much more.

Take a chance

The way | see it is through the bottom of a glass and
from there what Pop Idol offers is a weird mixture of
Opportunity Knocks with Dec and Ant and Ant and Dec
replacing Hughie Green and non-celebrity Big Brother
without Davina McCall. Don’t scoff, it's the chance for
people who haven’t been born with silver spoons in their
mouths to have a crack at fame and for the rest of us to
waste a couple of hours every Saturday night. And it's
even got Gareth’s kid sister! What other car crash TV
show can match that?

Food for Thought

By Paula Allison

Best in town

One of my favourite meals is
the Spaghetti Bolognese, which
I'think is easily the bestin town.
The portion size is enough to
keep anyone going for the rest
of the day, and at just £3.95 is
great value.

The Manager, Niyazi
Ozturk, told me that this year
is his twelfth year of manage-
ment of The Local Cafe and a
friendlier and more hard-work-
ing manager [ have yet to meet.

31/08/2003, 23:17

If you ask me what my hobby is, my answer would have
to be digestive pleasure or, in other words, eating. I’ve
spent many pleasant hours at The Local Cafe in the
High Road where I have indulged myself. The staff are
extremely efficient and polite, and there’s no pressure
to eat and go, as is the case in other eateries I’ve visited.
The atmosphereis relaxed, and the meals I’ve eaten there
are easy on the eye, stomach and purse.

With a varied menu ranging
from Sunday roast through
Klefitiko to fish & chips, there
issure to be something to satisfy
most people. If four people opt
for the Sunday roast they will
benefit from a free bottle of
wine too!

Going back for more

Oh, by the way, you might
like to taste the sweets on the
menu too. I’ve tried a few, and
I’'m definitely going back for
more. Enjoy!
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The Journey Continues

Farewell to a Friend

By Kevin Finn

On 30 July, THE ARCHER
lost a great friend, a local
band lost its drummer,
the Catholic Church lost
a dedicated worker, a
family lost an inspirational
member and the world lost
a great man. I have only
known Mal Jacobs for a
little over a year, but in
that short time he has had
a profound impact on me
and many others. Mal was
a regular contributor to
THE ArcHER and wrote with
a primary focus on issues
affecting older members of
society. His most enduring
trait was his continuous
optimism, signified by a
bright, bubbly and cheerful
outlook, and a very infec-
tious laugh.

Mal was born in Essex in
1932 the youngest of a family
of four boys and a girl. He
was brought up and educated
inacatholic environment where
he developed a deep faith that
guided him throughout his
life, manifested by a caring,
joyful outlook that others
were innately attracted to. As a
young man he setup a carpentry,
building and design company,
but his greatest passion was
music. He was a skilled drum-
mer and went on to become a
professional musician playing
the ‘Big Band’ circuit.

After extensive travel
around the UK, Mal moved to
Australia where he joined his
parents and two of his brothers.
He continued with his musical
career, opening a drum shop and
travelling the world doing what

Mal in London, Spring 1998.

Photo by long time Californian friend Terri Davidson.

he loved best, and admitted to
beinghappiestin 1970 whilstin
California, USA. He returned
to the UK in 1986 and subse-
quently settled down in East
Finchley in 2001.

Mal was involved in a
number of projects with the
church in London and Essex.
Aswell ashisinvolvement with
THE ARCHER, he was also well
known in Maddens Ale House

Thanks Karen

THE ArcHER would like to thank Karen & Stuart March
of INTERental.com, who were so helpful in arranging
a mini bus to transport friends to the funeral of Mal

Jacobs in Essex.
INTERental.com is a
local, family-run car, van
and bus hire company
based at Finchley Church

End, and can be contacted
on 020 8346 0005 or
through their web site at
www.interental.com

where he was a member of the
Jeremy Currie Trio, alocal jazz
trio that entertained for fun.

Mal died from a heartattack
on 30 July 2003, a shock to
all that knew him, and he cer-
tainly looked and acted as one
considerably younger than his
71 years.

Mal’s wish was to be kindly
remembered as someone who
tried to leave the world a better
place than he found it. As for
me, ’'msaddened by his sudden
loss, but grateful for the privi-
lege of meeting such a wonder-
ful person.

Malcolm Bernard Jacobs
23/3/1932—30/7/2003

By Mal Jacobs

It appears that the Post
Office is to cut overheads by
cutting jobs, closing as many
outlets as possible (ignoring
any public opposition) in order
to be profitable. However, the
Post Office is not involved
with coffee or materials; it
is supposed to be providing
a public service. Some of its
customers are frail or elderly
people, those who live in
remote areas with little or no
public transport, who need and
demand a decent postal service.
Most people, of course, know
we have to progress but why
not explain what is afoot in
full and do some proper for-
ward planning. Some humble
suggestions for the masters
from me are:

1. Install ATM machines,
stamp machines and other
automated services for use
when a post office closes

2. Operate a mail order service
to buy stamps, air letters
and other products available
post-free!

3. Install automatic vending
machines in pubs, shops
etc to sell post office
merchandise and essential
products

4. Put letter boxes near
bus stops, phone boxes,

One of our regular contributors, Mal Jacobs, passed away
at the end of July. The following article is Mal’s final sub-
mission. You may well have views on what he says, and, if
so, THE ARCHER will be pleased to receive them. - Editor.

It’s in the Mail

It used to be called the Postal Service, but is now referred
to as No Service for many seniors living in rural and sub-
urban areas. Itis just another item to add to the growing
UK casualty list, prompting the question, “Can we run
any service efficiently and effectively in this country?”
Sadly, the answer seems to be “no”.

shopping centres and
in more user friendly
locations

5. Arrange with National
Express etc. a tie-up to get
same-day service to major
cities

6. Implement user-friendly
hours for shoppers and open
all day Saturday similar to
all other shops

7. Ready-stamped tourist
postcards in all post
offices throughout Britain
so the sender merely puts
address, message and posts
the cards

8. Automatic  weighing
machines outside post
offices to send parcels or
letters worldwide using the
outside stamp machines at
the post office. These could
be installed in a separate
booth outside all post
offices

9. Better consultationis required
with the RNIB for future
ideas like keypads with
poor vision in mind

10. Offer two new same-day
services — pigeon post and a
roadrunner. The pigeon will
be faster but the runner will
have the advantage of being
able to speak the message.

OV OPTICIANS
56 HIGH ROAD, EAST FINCHLEY, LONDON, N2 9PN
Tel: 020 8883 6693

Motits G/dein

Sswwrece

Gompetitive Insurance - Lady & Mature Drivers -
Special rates for over 30's - Inmediate cover -
private car & commercial vehicles - Low rates -

accidents & convictions - Instaiments

Teleshine

209 High Road, East Finchley

London, N2 8AN

020 8444 1040

ROGER OF FINCHLEY
5 Fortis Green

East Finchley NHF
London N2 9JR

Telephone 020 8883 2354

Registered Hairdressers
(Est. 35 yrs)
Shampoo & Set......... £6.75

Cut Wash & Blow Dry

Whole Head Hi & Low Lights
...................... from £42.80
Whole Head Tint.....£17.65
Perms from............ £41.25

CONTACT LENSES

FOR COMPREHENSIVE EYE EXAMINATIONS, ASSORTED
DESIGNER/BUDGET FRAMES AND CONTACT LENSES

FREE NHS SPECTACLES
FREE NHS CONTACT LENSES

for kids/under 19s, Income Support, JSA & Family Credit

COMPLETE SPECTACLES (LENS AND FRAME)
SV FrRom £39.00
BIFocALS FRoM £59.00
VARIFOCALS FROM £79.99

Coloured monthly disposables....
Clear monthly disposables..........
Acuvue Dailies............ccocceneeeene.
Ciba Focus Dailies...........c..........
Daysoft Dailies...........cccevveierne

...£17.85 pair or £55.00 for 4 pairs
...£88.50 for 1 year supply
...£408.00 for 1 year supply
...£333.00 for 1 year supply
...£240.00 for 1 year supply

CURRENT SIGHT TEST REQUIRED. NO HIDDEN EXTRAS

b -

31/08/2003, 23:22
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Regular Events
Sport & Fitness

+ Badminton on Wednesdays. Call
020 8349 0170

+«+ Body Control Pilates classes. Call
Deanna Wisbey 020 8883 7029
¢ Counselling and psychotherapy
service at the Green Man Centre.
For details phone 8440 4174

« London Cycling Campaign
(Barnet), has monthly meetings &
rides. Call 020 8440 9080.
“*Muswell Hill Bowling Club open
daily from 2pm. The Green, Kings

Avenue, N10. Tel: 8883 1178.
+ Step/Aerobics classes, Sundays at

Bar XL. Phone 0789 0033 968.
«»*Tae Kwon Do at The Green Man
Thursdays 7-9pm 07949 612 706
«Tai Chi at the Green Man on

Mondays 1.30-3pm

¢ Tennis Club off Southern Road.
Call 020 8440 6953

+“ Yoga & Meditation classes at Holy
Trinity Church, 020 8444 7217

Dance, Drama, Art
& Music

++ Adult Line Dancing. Call Footloose
020 8440 8530/ 8216 5633.

< Art Classes. For info call Henry
on 020 8888 5133.

< Ballroom dancing classes,
beginners and improvers. Phone

01707 642 378

¢+ Barnet Schools Music Centre call
020 8359 3111 for details.

+ Broadway & West end Musical
Singing Workshop call Idit Gold 020
8449 0011.

¢ Club Dramatika drama club for
kids. Call Vicky 020 8883 1554

< Country & Barn Dancing, at
Oakleigh Park, 020 8349 0754

++ Columbian party dancing classes,
Call Nelsy 020 8444 2012

+ Incognito Theatre workshops,
Colney Hatch Lane, 020 8883 0911
+ Finchley Jazz Club, Monday 8 &
22 September at Wilf Slack Cricket
Pavilion, East End Rd, N3.

% Over 60s come dancing at Ann
Owens Centre 020 8346 8736

¢ Private drum tuition, beginners
welcome. Contact Eddie 8444 8376
¢ Pottery Class at The Green Man,
Call Celia Holmes 020 8349 9315
+ Learn to sing at Finchley Methodist
Church. Call 020 8883 4070 for info.
+ Symphonic Wind Orchestra of
North London, Contact Stephen
Kelsey, 020 8883 3365

Clubs & Social

++ AllSaints Beer and Wine Circle Call
Richard Baldwin 020 8883 7081

+ Bingo, Green Man Community
Centre, 020 8883 4916

+ Contact Lunch Club at the Green
Man. Call 8444 1162 to book a
place. Every Thursday. 12.30-2pm
+¢ East Finchley National Childbirth
Trust, Contact Ann Sullivan, 020
8442 1941

+ East Finchley Writers meet weekly
atthe Old White Lion. Contact Lillian
on 020 8444 1793.

+ Fairacres Monday Club for Jewish
people, Rene & Reuby Hyams, 020
8883 0448 or Sylvia Lee 8958 7878
+ Finchley Philatelic Society, Contact
Brian Merryweather 8444 3251

¢ Friendly Rubber Bridge at The
Old Barn, 020 8349 4613

< Hampstead Social Group,
membership late 30’s-late 40’s Call
David Morris, 020 8455 0477

% North London Bridge Club,
Muswell Hill, 020 8348 3495

% Muswell Hill and Highgate
Pensioners’ Action Group Call Bob
Cottingham on 8444 7635.

< Muswell Hill Synagogue,
Tetherdown, 020 8883 5925

+» Muswell Hill Tetherdown Bridge,
020 8883 4390

+ Old Barn pre-school club, 020
8349 4613/1961

+ Parent & Toddler Group, Green
Man Centre, Julia 8444 2276

¢ Probus Lunch Club for retired
professional and business people,
Details Eric Dalton 8340 0822

Full Marks for
the Phoenix

By Sophie Leighton

A recent survey into local independent cinemas by the
Liberal Democrat Group atthe Greater London Assem-
bly reveals the problems of attracting funding to match
the facilities offered by the larger multiplex cinemas.
Fifty percent of these small cinemas (independents and
those with a capacity of less than 850 seats) report a
drop in attendance, as against a 66 percent increase at

the large cinemas.

Only 24% of the 34 cin-
emas that responded received
any public grant, despite their
vital role in providing a diver-
sity of film choice, provision
for those who cannot or prefer
not to drive to out-of-town
centres, and their social and
economic contribution to their
communities.

A place to meet

The survey shows that a
much higher proportion of
small cinemas have a bar, a
café, or gallery, which suggests
that a place where people can
meetand talk isamajor priority.
While 61% of the larger cine-
mas are running a form of ‘kid’s
club’, it is the small cinemas
— 31% of which are currently
providing this —that seem to be
uniquely well-placed to estab-
lish long-term links with their
surrounding communities and
be responsive to local interests
and needs.

Well ahead

The Phoenix, which contrib-
uted to the survey, seems to be
well ahead here. It has revived
the Saturday morning film club
tradition withits ‘Freddies’film
club for 6-11-year-olds; this is
now well established, with a
quarterly newsletter, and starts
with an optional film activity
session, followed by a film at
mid-day.

The most recent initiative
to run throughout the summer
holidays was the ‘Screens for
teens’, piloted with funding
from ‘North London connec-
tions’, which provided trans-
port to films for 13—19-year-
olds across Barnet, along with
free courses in film-making.
Thought has also been given
to parents’ term-time needs,
with an ‘Early bird” matinee
screening every Wednesday,
finishing at 3pm to fit in with
the school run. For 6-19-year-

olds, there is aregular range of
workshops in filmmaking and
animation. At the other end of
the age spectrum, there is also
the ‘Bringing up baby’series, a
valuable opportunity for these
parents to get to a film!

Cultural strategy

The Greater London
Assembly is currently formu-
lating a cultural strategy and it
is hoped that the final version
will tackle the question of
support for small cinemas in
recognition of their vital com-
munity role.

Itshould also considerideas
to increase awareness, such as
ticket promotions and advertis-
ing on public transport, in order
to attract the potentially wider
audience for which the inde-
pendent programming policies
of cinemas like the Phoenix are
eminently suited.

REVIEW
Hamlet with a Twist

By Claire Oborne

Throughout the Elizabethan period it was unheard of for
a woman to appear onstage, let alone a woman playing a
male role such as Hamlet. The audiences were forced to
rely heavily on theirimaginations in order to depictlavish
costumes, extravagant scenery and most noticeably, the
correct sex. Although in 1821 women began to appear on
the stage, Wild Thyme, Finchley’s medium-scale theatre
company, took this to a new extreme.

The director Stephen Jame-
son’s intention was to have a
multicultural cast of solely
women perform his production
of Hamlet. It was workshopped
at the Central School of Speech
and Drama one year ago as
merely an experiment but was
hailed as a success and taken to
the Gate Theatre.

The decision to cast single-
sex versions of Shakespeare’s
plays is certainly popular at
the moment with the Globe
running all-female versions of
Richard lll and The Taming of
the Shrew.

Redressing the balance

Jameson insists that using
an all-female company for his
performance hasno sexual impli-
cations nor political slant, and
instead was used to redress the
balance, allowing womento both
create and perform arguably the
greatest play ever written.

In an interview with Mark
Rylance, Jameson claimed “it

New Season at NLC

North London Chorus meets every Thursday in East Finchley.
The new term begins on Thursday 4 September, 8 pm at Martin
School. The programme for the term includes works by Bach and
Rutter. For more information please call 020 8349 3022.

is possible for young actresses
to train at drama school for
three years and graduate only
havingplayed Nerissaand halfa
Titania. Notevery male student
will play Hamlet, but there are
a damn sight more attendant
lords who have something to
say for themselves than women
in Shakespeare’s plays”. Con-
sequently Wild Thyme gives
women the chances they may
not have otherwise had.

INluminating

The sensibility and human-
ity that women bring to the
play provides an extremely
illuminating quality whilst the
passion and commitment they
have for the text is astounding.
It is like seeing Hamlet being
performed for the first time.
Jameson believes that the
reasoning behind this is that
women are speaking the lines
and exploring the characters
for the first time without being
overloaded with the weight of
history and expectation.

Seeing Hamlet, aplay with
21 male and only two female
rolesis certainly anew experi-
ence, one which Wild Thyme
embellishes and serves full
justice to.

East Finchley Takes Art

By Daphne Chamberlain

Geoffrey Hanson always thought that the East Finchley Arts Festival would take 10
years to become established. This year was only its seventh and there was less money
available, which unfortunately meant no schools programme. So why is the Artistic

Director a happy man?

“Audiences were up, there
was a nice feeling to it all, and
our bucket collections raised
£508 for the North London
Hospice.”

There were one or two disap-
pointments of course. Why did
the National Youth Jazz Orches-
tranotpullinitsusual audience?
Geoffrey also felt that the organ
recital deserved more listeners,

All Saints’ Church,

Durham Road, East Finchley
Church of England

Sunday masses at 8.00 a.m. and 10.00 a.m.

Weekday masses at 10.00 a.m.
Prayer requests are gladly accepted.

The Parish has a flourishing social life.
Contact the Vicar, Fr Christopher Hardy,
on 020 8883 9315.

All Saints’ also has a strong musical tradition and an
enthusiastic choir of both adults and children.
Experienced singers are always welcome.
Contact Geoffrey Hanson on 020 8444 9214.

http://www.allsaints-eastfinchley.org.uk

but overall, he reported enthu-
siastic support. He reported
performances as excellent, and
The Finchley Children’s Music
Group may be repeating their
Songs of War and Peace in Paris
this October.

Local artists

Local artists exhibited
throughout the Festival in
All Saints Church, Durham
Road, where I heard Hugo
Williams, Jane Kirwan and
Fleur Adcock reading and
talking about their poetry.
“Fleur Adcock! How did you
gethold ofher? We studied her
atschool,” someone said to the
organisers. Fleur happenstobe
along-time local resident, and

always worth listening to.

The family

The poets’ theme was the
family, which seemed appro-
priate for a festival where the
accent was on youth. Young
performers, artists and writers
need all the encouragement and
support they can get, which
includes funding.

Anyone interested in the
arts must hope that next year’s
funding is not reduced. Public
support keeps Geoffrey happy
too. Ifyouhave suggestions for
nextyearorcan help inany way,
or if you would like to become
a Friend of the Festival, please
ring Geoffrey Hanson on 020
8444 9214.

East Finchley Baptist Church

just off the High Road in Creighton Avenue N2

Sundays at 11.00 am and 6.30 pm
for more information contact 8446 3571

Visitors always welcome

31/08/2003, 23:41
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Letters to The Editor

Doesn’t add up

Dear Sir,

| was intrigued to read of
Steven Norris’ mathematical
wizardry as to the supposed
cost of crime in London.
| have my own version:
Subtract the alternative Tory
London Assembly budget cuts
from the past two years from the
national Tory 20% cut to public
spending across the board, and
divide it by the amount of white
wine and canapés consumed by
our GLAmember Brian Coleman.
And you have your answer.
150 police officer cuts in Barnet
and promises on crime are as
worthless now as when Coleman
promised extra coppers when he
was electedin2000. Who are you
kidding Mr Norris?
Andrew McNeil, Author:
‘World of Crime’ (1968)
Beresford Road, N2.

Talking Turkey
Dear Sir,

Haringey Council complacently
defendsits schools’poorrecordon
pupils studying French, German
and Spanish by highlighting the
large number of local schoolchil-
dren studying Turkish.

[t would be interesting to know
how many of those studying Turk-
ish already have this language
skill by family background. Their

understandable proficiencyin Turk-
ish has little to do with the quality
or range of European language
teaching in Haringey schools.
One is reminded of the fail-
ing secondary school, Hackney
Downs, whose best GCSE results
were also in Turkish — a subject it
didn't even teach!
Yours faithfully,
Peter Forrest
Deputy Chairman Political
Hornsey & Wood Green
Conservatives

Stain on our reputation
Dear Editor,

Did anyone catch the refer-
ence to East Finchley by Brian
Sewell in his recent series The
Naked Pilgrim on Channel 57
He was walking about a church,
and relishing the space and the
light, in his usual manner, then
suddenly broke off to complain
about the stained glass in the
windows, being “late Victorian,
as bad as any in Tooting or East
Finchley™! | would have emailed
him to complain, had it been a
BBC programme, but felt rather
at a loss, as it was Channel 5.

Does anyone know of Brian
Sewell’'s visits to the area? Was

he being precise and accurate in
his critic of our ecclesiastical glass,
orwas he merely makingageneral
and sweeping statement? | make
no claims on the quality of our
stained glass, but it might be nice
to have someone so pompous say
something nice about the area.
Pete Eiseman-Renyard
Fortis Green, N2.

Sign for sore eyes
Dear Editor,

The Garden Suburb Residents
Association is quite right; the new
turquoise streetsignsin Barnetare
a ‘monstrosity’.

Not only are they totally not in
keeping with other signs across the
borough they are also distracting
to drivers and in some areas are
more dominant than other more
important road signs. Since the
erection of the ‘Church Lane’ sign
at the junction of High Road, East
Finchley there have been more
violations of the ONE-WAY system
than ever before.

Whoever thought these were
either tasteful or useful is living in
cloud cuckoo land.

Get rid of them.

P Kelly
High Road, N2.

Send your correspondence to:
“Letters Page”, The Archer, PO Box 3699, London N2 8JA.

(Due to space restrictions, letters over 200 words will be edited)

Positive Thinking

By Sippy Azizollah

Remember back to when I was a kid at school,

I wasn’t one of those to go breaking rules.

Staying out of trouble on the right side of the line

A goody goody girl in a class of 39.

The teacher took me to one side and told me
“You’ve got to fight sometimes to win.”

And every now and then his words come back to me

over and over again.

Positive thinking’s gonna get you what you want

your animal instinct’s gonna lead you to the top

Here’s a lesson in survival, what I’m telling you is true
I’ll teach you all the rules

and then you’ll know what to do.

1969 is a year [ won’t forget

I spent too many hours playing second best

The world was my oyster, but I couldn’t reach the pearl
suppose I was still playing the goody girl.

My tutor took me to one side and told me,

“You’ve got to fight sometimes to win”.

And every now and then those words come back to me
over and over again.

Positive thinking’s gonna get you what you want
your animal instinct’s gonna lead you to the top

It’s a lesson in survival, and I’m telling you it’s true.
I’1l teach you all the moves

and then you’ll know just what to do.

Now here I am at forty-nine,

I’ve fought long and hard with both fists flying
I’ve seen all my options as clear as day

I’m taking every chance because I know

That positive thinking’s gonna get me what [ want
my animal instinct’s gonna lead me to the top.

It’s a lesson in survival, and I’m telling you it’s true
I’ve learned all the moves

and now I know just what to do.

Any reader who feels
strongly about any

matter is invited to use
this “Soapbox” column.

Please note that opinions expressed
are those of the writer alone.

Research Notes &+

By Stuart Rising of Durham Road

A survey of a cross-section of Barnet UK Independence
Party supporters has produced some interesting results. It
shows thatthe average UKIP activistis of noble demeanour,
tall, distinguished, of equable temperament, totally fearless,
and attired in subfusc elegance with a lofty disdain for

modish claptrap.

He is happily married, fond of children although unlikely to suffer fools
gladly, likes country sports and amusements, and does a good deal
of gardening. He has taken part in at least one Himalayan climbing
expedition and has amorbid fear of barometers, textmessages, blow-
up dolls, focus groups, and cheap jewellery. He keeps an average

of 2.63 (recurring) domestic staff.

It is possible that some sampling errors may have crept in, and the
results are being checked, but the final “identikit” is unlikely to differ

markedly from the provisional one.

Oddly enough, an ad hoc Grauniad Readers’ Outreach Team has
been working on an “identikit” of the same subject. It finds that the
average UKIP supporter is a squinting, bald, hunch-backed dwarf,
whois semi-literate, holds extreme Fascist views, is a heavy smoker,
takes baths once a month and wears a dirty vest with alarge swastika

on it but is too cowardly to reveal it.

He frequents public bars at closing time, drinking up any dregs he
can find and occasionally wears women'’s clothes. (He is, of course,

in extremely rare cases, a woman).

He habitually fails to pay his fare on underground trains, using
considerable cunning to accomplish this.

His ambition is to be a hangman.

The discrepancy between the two “identikits” is striking. It is thought
that some subjective non-scientific element may be involved.

[ Archer Bridge

by Mike Graham

One of the great, albeit
infrequent, pleasures of
bridge is extracting an
enormous penalty from
opponents who have bid too
much. In a pairs event, close
doubles can yield

following hand, from a league
match, my brother and I
extracted a huge penalty:

A take-out double
Penalty pass. With a strong
possibility of four trump tricks,
this is a stand-out.

Two Diamonds Doubled and
assumes that partner knows
what she is doing — she quite
likely has seven clubs.

The defence was merciless.
Ace of hearts and a diamond
switch; Andy, my brother, won
and reverted to hearts. After

+200 and +500

and a top score Dealer North 3 521063

Pairs who like to NS Game ; §J10753

double, andlgpeak + TJ87 N + 957
from experience [ [ AKG53 v 1108
here, accept the [¢ [2 ¢+ [ AQI86
occasional -730 (% [AJ36 W & | K94
as the price that E

must be paid for T S

their approach. 4

Indeed, if you do T

not concede the & [ Q10732

odd 670 or 730 it

could be argued .

that you are not TI[\T: bidding wax .

doubling enough. e 35S Bass &0
In teams, however, "Bagg ass (2) 34 (3) (4)
these close doubles ass (D) ass Pass 7

are very inadvisable;
+100 as against
+140 is a loss of only one imp
(international match point), no
disaster. Ifyou double, youscore
+200 and gain two imps; but if
the contract makes, you stand to
lose up to 11 imps. Team-mates
(well, mine, anyway) tend to be
rather unsympathetic to these
results.

However, when you think the
enemy contract could easily
be two or more off, doubling
becomes an exceedingly
attractive proposition. In the

Thepairwewereplayingagainst
often open weak twos with only
a five-card suit but with a four-
card club suit in reserve. This
possibility, together with the
penalty pass, convinced South
that partner had clubs. She was
wrong

East-West are now playing for
penalties.

Eminently correct. We all know
players who would bid Three
Diamonds here; but North
has heard a penalty pass of

31/08/2003, 23:45

getting his heart ruff Andy led
the ace of diamonds; declarer
ruffed and I discarded a spade.

outhnow tried ace, queen, and
another spade, but I ruffed and
led a fourth heart. Andy ruffed
and played a diamond, ruffed
and over-ruffed; another heart
was ruffed by East with the king
of clubs and I was left holding
A8 of trumps over South’s
Q7. South had come to three
tricks, for down six. A penalty
of 1700.

@
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Complete Repair Service by a craftsman
Same day if required

Y7

Key Cuttin
1 Manor Park Rd. N2, behind 88 Church Lane, opposite Trinity Church
Tel: 07956 329 150 Open 12-8pm (not Wednesdays)
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“Very Nice, What Is 1t?”
Art Exhibition at Chorak

By Erini Rodis

Fortis Green resident and artist Malcolm Griffiths is to stage a solo exhibition at
Chorak Gallery and Patisserie throughout October.

Malcolm, who was a
contributor to THE ARCHER
during its formative years
and was initially responsible
for its look and feel, has now
established himselfas a profes-
sional fine artist — producing
abstract expressionist acrylics
on canvas.

Marbled colours, with titles
like Enter the fray, Cat Mind
and Disturbing Search, are
shaped into curiously beauti-
ful, ethereal, cloudlike images,
to evoke “... the inner turmoil
between domination and sub-
mission...which is caused
over time by repeated actions

or inactivity”.

“There’s no predetermined
subject matter,” states Griffiths,
“What happens when paint is
applied might not be what you
envisage — I allow the canvas to
talk back and direct...you can
either develop what’s there and
acceptit, or startagain, which is
frustrating. Like life, sometimes
it’s OK to just let it be.”

Publicised by the likes of
Time Out, Griffiths’ involve-
ments have included a group
staging by the ArtMarkit Soci-
ety in Balham, work with the
Candid Arts Trust in Islington,
and is currently showing at the
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recently opened ‘Sum Gallery’
in Crouch End until Septem-
ber 30. Griffiths is enthused
at the prospect of showing at
Chorak’s. “Not only is it an art
gallery where one can sit and
enjoy asnack...butthe gallery’s
owner, Javad Oskooee, has been
an advocate of promoting local
artists for the past 11 years.”
Malcolm Griffiths “Very
Nice, WhatIsIt?”” exhibition will
be on at Chorak, 122 High Road,
from October 1 to 31. Opening
hours: Mon-Sun, 8.30am - 6pm.
AselectionofMalcolm’sworkcan
be viewed online on his website:
www.malcolmgriffiths.com

Malcolm Griffiths
(right) with Chorak

owner Javad
3‘3 Oskooee in front
- of ‘Fending After’

Photo by Erini Rodis

No. 1, Coldfall Wood

By Ann Bronkhorst
Here’s an answer to John Prescott’s southeast housing
problem: tree houses.

This desirable dwelling has magnificent views over woodland,
allotments and a cemetery. In estate agents’ parlance it’s “decep-
tively spacious” and chain-free. Access is by rope so prospective
buyers need to be agile.Can’t get a foot on the housing ladder?
Try the housing rope instead.
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S SECUREBASE

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL SECURITY

MUSWELL HILL
BOOKSHOP

Now holds regular author
readings and discussions.
If you would like further
information or to join our
mailing list contact us at:

72 FORTIS GREEN ROAD, N10

020 8444 7588

e Safes Supplied, Fitted,
Opened, Repaired

e Wall, Underfloor,
Free-Standing,
Fire Protection Cabinets

e Safe Keys Cut

0800 279 0791

112 High Road, East Finchley N2
www.securebase.co.uk

STEWART-DUNCAN

OPTHALMIC OPTICIANS = EST. 1962
126 HIGH ROAD, EAST FINCHLEY, LONDON, N2 9ED

020 8883 2020

Buy a Pair of Spectacles and Get

Free

Prescription
Sunglasses

OR

Designer
Prescription
Sunglasses

Giorgio Armani * Calvin Klein
DKNY - Polo Ralph Lauren

for £59

The d»maﬂmifdl

> Terms and Conditions Apply
Ask in store for details
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