
June 2004 No. 133
ISSN 1361-3952

• Visit your community newspaper on-line at www.the-archer.co.uk  • 

THE  

��������฀�����฀�฀���

��฀������฀������฀���������฀������฀������
������฀����฀���

���฀����฀����

Our success rate in N2 is very high indeed, 
obviously in Hampstead Garden Suburb

but also in East Finchley.
We have often obtained better prices from 

our base in the Suburb, so
Please call us for a free valuation 

or try us if you are on a 
multiple agency basis
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CAR SERVICE
020 8883 5000ARCHER

A community newspaper for East Finchley run entirely by volunteers.

Local News Is Our Aim

020 8883 0033
Estate Agents and Valuers - Established 1767

Properties urgently required - now is the time to sell!

36 High Road
East Finchley N2 9PJ

P R I C K E T T
& ELLIS
T O M K I N S

20p
where฀sold

Coral

Pharmacy

129 East End Road N2 0SZ  Tel 8883 0442

Photo D&P
only £2.99

for up to 40 exp
(35m) same day

service

Open Till 6:30pm (Mon - Fri) 6pm Sat - Parking Available

Stockists of a wide range of vitamins, homeopathic remedies, and herbal products.

Cut-price
Fragrances

ESTATE & LETTING AGENTS

East Finchley
020 8444 4000

A multiple agency instruction with
our company for a sole agency fee.

www.mulberryestateagents.com

  Extensive experience of the locality.
  Free valuation without obligation.

MULBERRY

verything
lectrical

38, High Road, East Finchley N2 9PJ

Fax:  020-8444 6075 Mobile:  07973 509 322

ALL DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

WORK UNDERTAKEN

BY QUALIFIED ELECTRICIANS

Tel:  0800 279 3463 or 020-8444 7994 

10% off with this coupon!

Our Full Range of Fans
Don’t Delay, Buy Today

Now in Stock:
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New initiative 
against crime
By Daphne Chamberlain

Dedicated team
The area will have its own 

team of one police sergeant, 
two constables and three 
PCSOs (police and commu-
nity support oficers). These 
PCSOs will have the power 
of arrest in certain cases. The 
team will be based in the area, 
and should not be withdrawn 
for duty elsewhere.

A management group 
drawn from community 
workers, local organisations 

and associations, and police 
and Council representatives 
will run the project, initially 
chaired by Inspector Nigel 
Walton from Golders Green. 
A preliminary meeting for this 
group has been arranged for 
1pm on Tuesday 15 June at the 
Old Barn, Tarling Road.
Community involvement

This scheme, a joint initia-
tive between Barnet Council 
and the police, is intended to 
allow local people to prioritise 

their needs and concerns. Police 
spokesperson Anne Bellamy 
told THE ARCHER, “We want as 
much community involvement 
as possible.” Local households 
and businesses should all 
receive questionnaires.

 With an allocated budget 
and the highest number of ofic-
ers in its history, the police are 
setting up CSAZs throughout 
all 32 London boroughs, and 
pilot schemes are reported as 
producing positive results.

Ann Owens Centre ‘probably 
secure for two years’
By Daphne Chamberlain
It is “reasonably certain” that the Ann Owens Centre in Oak Lane will be staying 
open – for the next two years anyway. Mark Robinson, Chief Oficer for Age Concern 
Barnet, told THE ARCHER that, although negotiations were still going on, he would 
be surprised if the Centre’s immediate future was not secured.

Following the outcry 
against the threatened enforced 

closure of Ann Owens, Barnet 
have now found some funds 

which, together with input 
from Finchley Age Concern, 
Age Concern Barnet and 
Freemantle’s, should keep 
the centre open and running 
normally.

Freemantle’s, the charity 
who have taken over some of 
Barnet’s former centres for 
the elderly, are redeveloping 
Leaside, leaving those users 
temporarily without a day 
centre. Mark Robinson told 
us that an arrangement has 
been reached whereby the 
small number of Leaside users 
will be bussed to Ann Owens, 
where they will be integrated 
into the normal programme of 
activities.

THE ARCHER will look in 
more depth at the Ann Owens 
situation in future issues.

The parade making its way to Cherry Tree Wood for last yearŢs 
festival. Photo by David Glick

Festival fun
This year’s East Finchley Community Festival will take place on 
26 & 27 June, with 5-a-side football and events at The Green Man 
Community Centre and live music, food and drink, craft stalls and 
entertainment in Cherry Tree Wood. See www.eastinchley.co.uk/
festival for details.

A large part of East Finchley has become a CSAZ (Community Safety Action 
Zone). This฀means฀it฀has฀been฀identiied฀for฀a฀co-ordinated฀campaign฀to฀reduce฀
crime฀and฀anti-social฀behaviour,฀crime฀and฀the฀fear฀of฀crime.฀The฀designated฀area฀
lies฀between฀the฀North฀Circular฀Road฀and฀the฀High฀Road฀to฀the฀north฀and฀east,฀
and฀East฀End฀Road฀to฀the฀south฀and฀west.
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General Advice. 
Monday to Friday: 10am - 
12.30pm and 1.30pm - 4pm. 
Thursdays: 7pm - 8pm.
Immigration Advice.
Tuesdays: 7pm - 8pm by appoint-
ment only.
Legal Advice.  
Tuesdays: 7pm - 8pm.
Councillors’ Surgery.  
Saturdays: 10am - 11.30am

PO BOX 3699 
LONDON N2 8JA

THE ARCHER

2 

Your contributions

42 Church Lane, London N2 8DT.
Tel/Fax: 020 8444 6265

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Community Services
v Credit Union, Green Man Com-
munity Centre 020 8883 4916
v  Careers advice, Green Man, 
Community Centre 020 8883 
4916
v Toy library, Muswell Hill 020 
8444 0244/ 8489 8774

Voicemail & Fax: 
Editorial/enquiries: -  
08717 33 44 65

Advertising/inance: -  
08717 33 45 28

e-mail:
 the-archer@lineone.net

website: 
www.the-archer.co.uk

14 June is the copy deadline 
for the July issue.

If you have a story for us, please 
send it in to the above address.
Comments to THE ARCHER may be 
published unless clearly marked 
‘Not for publication’ within 
the text, email or voicemail. 

Local Planning 
Applications
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Thank you to Madden’s 
Ale House  for providing 
us with a meeting place.

THE ARCHER team wishes 
to thank all the generous 
people who give up their 

spare time, in all weather, 
to deliver the paper for us.

Councils
Barnet
Admin/Town Hall 020 8359 2000
Council Tax 020 8359 2608
Recycling & refuse 020 8359 4600
Primary Care Trust 020 8201 4700
Beneƒts Agency 020 8258 6500
Employment Service 020 8258 3900
Haringey Council 020 8489 0000

Leisure
Alexandra Palace 020 8365 2121
East Finchley Library 020 8883 2664
Muswell Hill Odeon 0870 505 0007
Phoenix Cinema 020 8444  6789
Tourist Info Service 0870 128 8080
Warner Cinema  020 8446 9933 

Transport
BR Enquiries 0845 7484950
City Airport 020 7646 0088
London Transport 020 7222 1234
National Express 08705 808080
Heathrow Airport 0870 000 0123

Help & Advice
Childline        0800 1111
Disability Info Service 020 8446 6935
E.F. Advice Service 020 8444 6265
Gingerbread 020 8445 4227
National Debt Line 0808 808 4000
NSPCC        0800 800500
Rape & Sexual Abuse  020 8683 3300
Relate      020 8447 8101
Samaritans    08457 909090
Refuge Crisis Line 0870 599 5443

Health Advice
AIDSline    020 8363 2141
Alcoholics Anonymous 0845 7697555
Barnet MENCAP 020 8203 6688
Cancer Support 020 8202 2211
CarersŢ Line 0808 808 7777 
Drinkline    0800 917 8282
Drugs Helpline 0800 776600
Health Info Service 0800 665544
MIND      020 8343 5700
National  Blood Ctr. 0845 7 711 7711

OAPŢs Advice
Barnet Age Concern 020 8346 3511
Contact (N2) 020 8444 1162
Help the Aged   0808 800 6565

Hospitals
Barnet General 020 8216 4000
Coppetts Wood 020 8883 9792 
Finchley Memorial 020 8349 6300
Oak Lane Clinic 020 8346 9343
Royal Free  020 7794 0500
St LukeŢs    020 8219 1800
Whittington   020 7272 3070
Western Eye Hosp.  020 7886 6666

Crime
Emergency             999
Finchley Police 020 8200 1212
CrimeStoppers  0800 555111
Victim Support 0845 303 0900
E.F. Community Police Officer: 
PC Paul Carter (Golders Green) 
Tel: 020 8733 5562, e-mail:  
paul.carter@met.police.uk

132 High Road, N2
Installation of new shop front and 
non-illuminated fascia signage 
and retractable canopy.
385-401 High Road, N2
Erection of ive-storey self-storage 
building (Class B8) with associ-
ated access, parking, drop-off bay 
and security fencing.
258 East End Road, N2
Conversion of existing car repair 
workshops involving partial demo-
lition and partial reconstruction and 
addition of two dormer windows, 
to form ive three-room self-con-
tained lats and maisonettes.
31 Durham Road, N2
Alteration to roof including addition 
of rear dormer window and rear 
roof extension.
345 Long Lane, N2
Single-storey rear extension.
109 Abbots Gardens, N2
Erection of single-storey rear 
extension.
7 Lankaster Gardens, N2
Single-storey rear extension.
5 Lankaster Gardens, N2
Single-storey rear extension.
2 Elmshurst Crescent, N2
Single-storey rear extension.
18 Elmield Road, N2
Demolition of original single-
storey rear extension. Creation 
of new single rear extension with 
hip roof and roof lights.
68 Leicester Road, N2
Single-storey rear extension.
23 Huntingdon Road, N2
Alteration to roof including rear 
dormer window and three velux 
windows to front roof slope.
Land between High Road and 
Strawberry Vale, N2
Erection of a 10m high telecom-
munications street type pole 
with 3 nos. Antenna and 2 nos. 
ground-based equipment cabinets 
and ancillary development.

CAMRA Award
Real Ale organisation CAMRA has awarded Madden’s 
Ale House in the High Road ‘Pub of the year’ status for 
the Barnet area. Congratulations to Kieran and Margaret 
Madden and all their staff.

Maddens photo by Alison Roberts

Warm weather warning
The warmer weather is on its way and with it comes the ever present invitation to 
burglars by residents who leave their homes unoccupied with windows open, or 
who go to bed at night without making sure that patio doors and back doors are 
locked securely.

Going to bed and leaving 
downstairs windows open can 
also be a gift to the burglar who 
will seize any opportunity to 
relieve residents of their hard 
earned property. During the 
day, even the smallest window 
should be closed and locked 
if the house is left empty. A 
irst loor window over a lat 
roof can easily give access to a 
larger window and getting into 
the house is then too easy for 
the opportunist burglar. Drain-
pipes, wheelie bins and garden 
sheds will all give opportuni-
ties for burglars to climb up 
to reach a small open window. 
Moving the shed or drainpipe 
is not an option, so close and 
lock the window.

Barnet Police are emphasis-
ing that residents need to be 
more cautious about leaving 
exterior doors and windows 
open and unlocked. When-
ever the house is unoccupied, 
exterior doors should be locked 
and ALL ground loor windows 
closed and locked if possible. 
When residents are at home, 
care should be taken to ensure 
that all ground loor windows 
are closed, and where possible 
locked, before retiring for the 
night.

Detective Chief Inspector 
Keith Surtees said, “We need 
to get the message across not to 
make life easy for the burglar. 
The opportunist thief doesn’t 
have to work very hard at the 
moment to make their living. 
Taking care of the security of 
our homes will put the burglars 
out of business.”

Latest crime 
igures
The Metropolitan Police Service has issued crime igures 
for the year ending March 2004 for London as a whole 
and for the individual boroughs.
Overall, crimes reported in Barnet rose by nearly 6%. 
The main contributors to this increase were ‘crimes of 
violence against the person’, up 11% – almost every other 
category was down or largely unchanged.

In particular, common 
assault was up 10% and pos-
session of an offensive weapon 
up 57%! The latter igure may, 
however, relect an increased 
police focus on this offence 
as much as an increase in the 
practice of carrying weapons.

By contrast, gun crime, 
homicide and burglary are 
down, and Barnet Police are 

justiiably proud that a quarter 
of all rape allegations have led 
to an offender being charged in 
court. 46 Class ‘A’ drug deal-
ers were prosecuted during the 
period.

More details of London 
crime igures may be found 
on the Met. Police web site 
at: www.met.police.uk/
crimeigures.

Bus news
East Finchley Bus Watch 
group began its monitoring 
programme last month, 
concentrating on the 263 
and 143.

New members are always 
welcome. Please contact Hazel 
Burnett on 020 8444 6824 for 
further information.

Advertise in 
The Archer

Call 08717 33 45 28 
for details
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T/A Motor Services of Muswell Hill

Air-Conditioning - Recharge & Servicing

Mechanical repairs, tyres, bodywork, clutches, exhausts

MOTs by appointment

109 Fortis Green East Finchley London N2 9HR
Tel: 020 8883 9707 / 0023 Fax: 020 8482 9179

Formerly of High Road East Finchley

VICTORY AUTO SERVICES

REFILL & SAVE

127 East End Road East Finchley N2 0SZ

T: (0208) 883 2833  F: (0208) 815 9373
cweastfinchley@cartridgeworld.org

Refill Inkjets
Remanufacture

Laser Cartridges
Retail

New Cartridges

020 8883 4350

Party!
Promotion!
Presentation!
Whatever you are doing!

We have the Lighting,

Sound & FX Technology

to make it a Success!

Hire&Sale
Open 10am-6pm
Closed Tuesdays

172 High Road,

East Finchley, N2
FaxNo.+44(0)20 8883 5117

KF ELECTRONICSKF ELECTRONICS
Local Independent Retailer in Electronics and ComputersLocal Independent Retailer in Electronics and Computers

Tel: 020 8815 9898Tel: 020 8815 9898
93 High Road, East Finchley, London N2 8AG93 High Road, East Finchley, London N2 8AG

We deal in all makes and models of Plasmas, TVs, DVDs, VCDs, HiFi, Home Cinemas,
Radios, Alarm Clocks, Telephones & Accessories, Washing Machines, Fridge Freezers,

Dishwashers, Microwaves, Cameras, Camcorders and many more.

We build and upgrade computers and all computer parts & printer cartridges are available.

And, we offer a friendly local service for all electronic products and computers / laptops.

Free Estimation
for all Repair Work

All at 
Unbelievable Prices

C A V E N D I S H
H O U S E

D E N T A L  P R A C T I C E
www.cavendishdental.co.uk

020 8883 1182
240 EAST END ROAD, EAST FINCHLEY N2 8AX
(CLOSE TO EAST FINCHLEY TUBE STATION)

Hygienists with prophy jet cleaning available

Mr K. Silver B.D.S. Lon,
L.D.S. R.C.S. Eng. D.G.D.P. UK.

Mr N. Rote B.D.S Ncle, D.G.D.P. UK.

Opening hours 8.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.
Monday to Friday, 9am  to 5pm Saturday
and some Sundays by appointment

Child-friendly dental team

Root canal specialist using
advanced microscopic imaging

Nervous and disabled patients welcome

Comfortable precision dentures

















ISABEL DOUGLAS
SPECIALIST IN COLOURING
WITH HIGHLIGHTS & LOWLIGHTS
A combination of colours can be used -
sunlit golds, earthy reds and cool blondes.
Wella & Organic products (100% ammonia free).

Also Specialist in

COLOUR CORRECTION
AND

HIGHLIGHT CORRECTION
Isabel has been a technician for over

90-92 High Road, East Finchley, N2 9EB

020 8444 3639
OPEN MON-THURS 9-9pm FRI & SAT 9-6pm SUN 10-5pm

30 years

Friends of Cherry Tree 
Wood say thank you 
By Anne Lalaguna, Secretary, Friends of Cherry Tree Wood.
At the recent Nature Walk held on Sunday 11 May through Cherry Tree and Highgate 
Woods, the Friends of Cherry Tree Wood took the opportunity to say a big Thank 
You to Rachel Keen, Project Manager from Countryside Management Service for her 
invaluable help, advice and inspirational enthusiasm in helping the Friends over the 
past few years with the 5 Year Greenspaces Action Plan.

Sadly, Barnet Council have 
now withdrawn funding to CMS. 
The CMS is a body which works 
in Barnet and Hertfordshire to 
help communities enjoy, care 
for and develop their green 
spaces. The 5-year GAP is less 
than half way through, but it is 
already having a positive effect 
on the Wood with new trees, wild 
lowers and shrubs planted and 
coppicing having taken place. 
The real value of CMS is that 
they enable people of all ages 
to become involved with their 
local environment. For example, 
the Friends were hoping to 
work with them to explore how 
improvements to the playground 
can be funded. This year, CMS 
provided young oak trees, which 
have all now been planted in 
the Wood by volunteers. They 
have also introduced regular 
walks in the Wood, which have 
proved successful, and we were 
hoping to work with them on 
organising children’s activities 
for this summer’s East Finchley 
Festival.

Loss of funding
Barnet say they are saving 

£37,000 by withdrawing the 
money to CMS. Obviously, 
Council money is very limited 
but FOCTW believe that 
£37,000 represents remarkable 
value given the services which 

CMS perform across the 
borough and the volunteers 
they help mobilise. Indeed, 
FOCTW doubt that there will 
be any cost saving in the medium 
term, given that a deterioration 
of the Borough’s green spaces 
and the loss of voluntary help 

is likely to result in essential 
maintenance costs increasing.

In spite of all this, the Friends 
of Cherry Tree Wood remained 
undeterred and are presently 
exploring other ways of 
funding to complete the present 
Greenspaces Action Plan.

Pride of East Finchley
By Daphne Chamberlain
East Finchley had two nominees for the Palace Gardens 
Pride of North London Awards, presented last month. 
Neither of them has a clue who made the nominations, 
but would like to thank them all the same.

The Five Bells was up 
for Pub of the Year (won by 
The Rising Sun at Mill Hill). 
Landlord Pat O’Shaughnessy 
said, “Usually it’s trouble 
when people want to speak 
to you. So it’s nice to know 
there’s someone out there I 
didn’t upset! It was lovely to 
be nominated.”

Pat, who has been at The Five 
Bells for 11 years on and off, 
enjoys East Finchley’s famous 
‘village’ atmosphere. He says 
that, while making necessary 
modernisations and improving 
provision for children, he 
would never want to change 
the character of his pub.

Lawrie Chivers of A1 Motors, 

known for his involvement in the 
community, was nominated for 
the Local Hero award, but says, 
“I’ve still no idea why. So many 
people do so many things. It was 
fun going along though – there 
was a good meal and champagne, 
and then it was like the Oscars, 
with everyone waiting for the 
envelopes to be opened.”

The awards, which covered 
the Barnet / Enield area, were 
sponsored by Palace Gardens 
Shopping Centre and various 
businesses, and organised by 
The Press. Lawrie commented, 
“It’s good to see another paper 
joining THE ARCHER in doing 
something positive for the 
community.”

Chairman of the Friends of Cherry Tree Wood Ian Cormack presents 
Rachel Keen of Country Management Services with a token of 
appreciation. Photo by Diana Cormack

Farmers’ 
Market 
closes
The Friday morning farm-
ers’ market at Whetstone 
has been discontinued. As 
reported in last summer’s 
ARCHER, stallholders gener-
ally were not happy with 
the level of support.

Some thought it would have 
been more successful if it had 
been held at the weekend, while 
others blamed the venue.

London Farmers Markets 
have not commented on the 
closure. THE ARCHER will inves-
tigate the latest market scene in 
the autumn.
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ST. JOHNS CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALIST CHURCHST. JOHNS CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALIST CHURCH
Tele: 020 8446 1725   ~  Web: www.stjohnsfinchley.co.uk

Services
Sunday 6.30 p.m. Thursday 7.30 p.m.

Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 6.30 p.m.
Healing every Tuesday between 1 p.m. & 3 p.m.

Weddings ~ Christenings ~ Funerals (at the church or cemetery)
by arrangement with the Minister

All are welcome
4 Woodberry Grove N12 (behind Homebase)

Two children from Holy TrinityŢs School Council receive a cheque from Alnoor Thobhani of Cootes 
Pharmacy for their building project. Photo courtesy Holy Trinity School

Holy Trinity appeal
Two children from Holy Trinity’s School Council receive a cheque from Alnoor 
Thobhani of Cootes Pharmacy for their building project.

Holy Trinity School is keen for local businesses to feel involved in the school’s new Special 
Needs room and library building and so far Prickett & Ellis and Stewart Duncan opticians have 
also made generous donations. All sponsorship will be permanently recorded in a display at the 
school and donors will be offered prominent seats at the oficial opening. For more information 
contact Sylvia Duthie, Chair of Governors, at Holy Trinity School.

The Three 
Peaks 
Challenge
By Diana Cormack
Local park keeper Chris 
Ward is taking part in a 
gruelling endurance event 
at the end of this month. 
Some people might ind 
travelling between the 
highest mountains in 
England, Scotland and 
Wales enough of a trial 
in the short space of a 
weekend, but Chris has 
set himself the daunting 
task of climbing them too, 
with a time limit of just 24 
hours.

Chris is hoping for 
sponsorship in reaching the top 
of Scafell Pike, Ben Nevis and 
Mount Snowdon, as the aim of 
the challenge is to raise money 
to buy a modiied vehicle for a 
close friend who has been left 
paralysed by a horriic domestic 
accident. 

If you would like to help 
with sponsorship, then you can 
see Chris when he is on duty in 
Cherry Tree Wood.

Support your 
friendly pharmacist
The annual charity walk organised by The Oshwal 
Pharmacists is taking place on Sunday 27 June at Northaw 
in Hertfordshire. This year, participants in the10 km walk 
will be raising funds for the National Asthma Campaign, 
Macmillan Cancer Relief and N.S.S. Polio India.

Combating 
cemetery crime
In June the whole of Camden Cemetery Service, including 
St Pancras cemetery, transfers into Islington’s control, 
after several years of planning. 

Finchley County 
memorial lives on
By Daphne Chamberlain
Finchley County School’s unique hand-painted war 
memorial was lost when the school building - opposite 
the Hollywood Bowl - was demolished this year. 
However, the names it recorded will be set in stone 
for passers-by to see.

The original, recording 
names from both World 
Wars, had a William Morris 
inspired background about 
40ft by 20ft, painted in 1921 
by the school’s art master, 
Bill Howland. Unfortunately 
it was painted directly onto the 
plaster of one of the end walls 
of the hall.

Preserved throughout 
the building’s later use 
by Finchley Manorhill 
School and the Professional 
Development Centre, its 
admirers hoped it might help 
gain the old school Grade 2 
listing. Their application was 
unsuccessful.

As Barratts of North 
London found they couldn’t 
construct Fallowgate, their 
new apartments, within the 
shell of the old building, the 
bulldozers went in.

Godfrey Mann, Chair of 

the Old Fincunians (former 
Finchley County pupils), 
found Barratts “very helpful 
and understanding”.

“We tried to have the 
memorial moved in situ, but 
it wasn’t possible,” he said. 
“Anyway there was nowhere 
big enough for it to go, and 
also be accessible. In the end, 
we accepted the inevitable. 
After all, the key elements 
were the lists of names.”

Set in stone
These will be reproduced 

on a stone tablet recessed into 
the wall on the High Road 
side of the building, with 
a hook for a remembrance 
wreath. The memorial, which 
Barratts have undertaken to 
maintain, will also carry an 
explanation of its history, 
the original inscription and 
the school crest.

Bill Howland’s painting 
was not lost altogether. The 
Finchley Society’s Norman 
Burgess, himself an Old 
Fincunian, took a scaffolding 
tower to the school before 
demolition, and together 
with Bob Payne cleaned the 
memorial with soap and water. 
Then he and Oliver Natelson 
took a comprehensive range 
of photos inside and outside 
the building. These will 
illustrate a book on the history 
of Finchley County, due out 
this autumn.

Norman keeps a photo of 
the memorial in his sitting 
room. As a schoolboy, he 
looked every morning at the 
names of Finchley County 
boys lost in World War 
1. Now, as he looks at the 
names from World War II, he 
remembers his classmates.

Intelligent oysters
By Tony Roberts
Those of you who use a prepay oyster card should beneit 
from TfL’s plan to introduce fare capping. No longer will 
you need to decide in advance whether to use a one day 
travel card; the Oyster card will do it all for you. 

Transport for London has 
provided the following infor-
mation from their web site 
enquiries.

“Currently Pre Pay Oyster 
cards can only calculate single 
fares. In the future a facility 
known as ‘Capping’ will be 
introduced. It will work by 
calculating the best combined 
fare(s) for your day’s travel. 
For example, if you make ive 
London Underground journeys 
between zones 1&2 using 
Oyster card Pre Pay, at a cost 
of £2.00 per journey, the cost 

for those ive journeys would 
currently be £10.00. Fare cap-
ping will ensure that as soon 
as your journey costs reach a 
pre-set level, your fares will be 
‘capped’ at that rate, so these 
ive journeys, if made off-peak, 
would cost you the off-peak 
capped rate of £4.30.”

“Until such time as Cap-
ping is introduced you should 
continue to purchase paper 
Day Travelcards if you intend 
on doing multiple journeys in 
any one day.”

Visit www.oystercard.com

We understand that drastic 
measures are to be taken to 
combat crime and vandalism. 
CCTV is being installed, the 
gate at Coppett’s Road may 
be kept closed and some cem-
etery roads may be barred to 
vehicles. The new Cemetery 
Service Head is determined to 
tackle “the huge challenge” of 
ly-tipping and vandalism, as 
well as repairs to monuments.

Opening time?
With the arrival of some good weather, visitors to Cherry 
Tree Wood are once again asking, “When is the café 
going to open?”

Paresh Shah, pharmacist 
a t  the  C.W. Andrew 
Pharmacy, will again be 
taking part. If you would 

like to support him, there are 
sponsorship forms available 
in the shop at 32 High Road, 
East Finchley.

The replacement for the old 
kiosk, which was burned down 
in November 2002, arrived at 
the end of last summer.

Barnet Council stated last 
month that they were sending 

out notiications to any tenders 
that have been received. They 
hope that this will allow enough 
time for the successful applicant 
to set up their business before 
the summer.
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8883 1473

OPENING

HOURS

Mon-Thurs
9.00am - 6.30pm

Friday
9.00am - 7.00pm

Saturday
8.00am-6.00pm

121 HIGH ROAD, EAST FINCHLEY N2 8AG  TEL: 020 8883 1473

Tel: 8883 1473
121

C.W. Andrew Pharmacy
32 High Road N2 Tel: 020 8883 1559

Summer Sizzlers
Flight socks and othertravel accessories

Scholl sandals

new styles now available

Passport Photos£3.50 only

Sun-Tan Lotions:

2 Price Offers

Miss M. GOULBOURN
B.Sc. (Hons) Pod., M.Ch.S., S.R.Ch.

STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST

My clinic hours and costs remain unchanged,
but please note that I am now full time,

five days per week, including
evenings and weekends.

East Finchley Foot Clinic
within

Isabel Douglas Health & Beauty Centre
90-92 High Road, East Finchley N2 9EB

APPOINTMENTS 8444 3639/1516 DIRECT 8444 2123

I am delighted to let you know
the good news that I have

moved to a brand new
chiropody clinic.

I’ll now be running my ground floor clinic from
The Isabel Douglas Health and Beauty Centre

and I look forward to welcoming you there.

Celebrating my fifth year in East Finchley &
as June is ‘Feet for Life Month’, I will be offering

complementary foot health checks to new
patients by appointment throughout this month.

Teachers and parents looking at recommended software. Photo courtesy of Brookland school

Programming for the future
By Diana Cormack
Brookland Junior School held an innovative event aimed at helping parents support 
their children’s learning at home with computer technology. Organiser Lorrae Jad-
erberg, the school’s Special Educational Needs Coordinator, told parents about the 
signiicant beneits of Information and Communications Technology (ICT) when it 
is used properly throughout the curriculum. 

East Finchley Neighbour-
hood Contact, with offices in 
Church Lane, is a local char-
ity founded in 1985 with the 
aim of bringing the commu-
nity together to help protect 
and improve the quality of 
life of its most vulnerable 
citizens. East Finchley has 
many elderly and house-
bound people  in their 80s 
and 90s. with no one to call 
in every now and then for a 
chat, take them to a hospital 
appointment, pick up a bit 
of shopping, or accompany 
them on a walk.

Impaired sight and hear-
ing, or a loss of mobility, 
coupled with the feeling 
they have no one they can 
trust, cause elderly people to 
become isolated and house-
bound, making them prone 
to accidents, depression and 
further health problems.

Making life better
Contact aims to stop that 

downward spiral through the 
work of its volunteers. They 
provide befriending and trans-
port services, accompanied out-
ings, as well as regular shopping 
buses, and lunch clubs.

Contact is keen to recruit 
volunteers. Anyone commit-
ted to the local community 
and who has a few hours a 
month to spare is welcome. 
For more information, call 
them on 8444 1162 or e-mail 
contact42@efnc.fsnet.co.uk.

For more about becom-
ing a volunteer or working 
for a voluntary organisation 
consult the Barnet Voluntary 
Service Council Directory 
(available from libraries), 
which lists over 200 mem-
bers (www.barnetvsc.org.uk) 
tel: 020 8446 6624. Or visit 
www.do-it.org.uk, which 
offers over 500 volunteering 
possibilities within a 5km 
radius of an East Finchley 
postal code!

Echoing this, Yota Dimitiadi 
PhD, Senior Lecturer at King-
ston University, an expert on ICT 
in education, described how par-
ents and carers could familiarise 
themselves with what the new 
technologies can offer in order 
to support their children. 

Practical advice
Alison Lister, Parents Online 

Project Manager for the Depart-
ment of Education and Skills, 
provided them with practical 
advice on dealing with its poten-
tial problems. This involved 
installing software which can 
switch off the computer at speci-
ied times to control children’s 
computer usage. She advised 
parents to know their children’s 

online friends, to know how to 
chat themselves and to use only 
moderated chat rooms.

“Discuss the security issues 
with your children and encour-
age them to express any concerns 
they have,” she said. “If the child 
wishes to meet an online friend, 
go along with them. Children 
must not give email addresses 
that use their name, school, home 
address or birth date.”

Children foil invasion
The evening, which included 

workshops and product pres-
entations, was dramatically 
interrupted by an ‘alien inva-
sion’ staged by Year 6 children. 
Luckily they were able to use 
all their skills in information 

and communications technol-
ogy to deal with the situation 
successfully. They had some 
help in this from head teacher 
Heather Blackmore, who also 
announced that the school is 
investing in a new ICT suite to 
ensure that all pupils have the 
opportunity of developing their 
computer skills.

Praising what she called “a 
trail blazing event for Barnet” 
Susan Mehmet, ICT Primary 
Advisor, hoped that it would 
be used as a model by other 
schools in the borough. Alison 
Lister went further, saying that 
she hoped to see many similar 
events rolled out around the 
country.

Local charities
need volunteers
Volunteers’ Week (June 1-7 www.volunteersweek.org.uk) 
celebrates the work volunteers do. Charities are increas-
ingly reliant on volunteers to maintain their services to 
the public. East Finchley has a number of local charities, 
several of which are highly visible with shops along the 
High Road. Other charities are less visible but neverthe-
less provide key services to local residents.

Are you making 
Barnet bloom?
Gardeners may just have time to enter this year’s Barnet 
in Bloom competition. All entries for this 14th annual 
event must be in by Friday 18 June.

Categories include gardens, 
patios, balconies, containers 
and loral displays, and entrants 
can be individuals, institutions, 
pubs or town centres. Finalists 
from all categories automati-
cally go on to the London in 
Bloom contest.

Entry forms should be 

available in libraries, or can 
be downloaded from the 
Internet. Further informa-
tion is available from Renae 
Randle at Barnet Town Hall, 
NW4 4BG, tel. 020 8359 
2339, e-mail renae.randle@
barnet.gov.uk or by visiting 
www.barnet.gov.uk.
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th
Friday June 25 Concerto Concert for Organ & Strings

Jennifer Bate
th

Saturday June 26 London Mozart Players
th

Sunday June 27 Youth Music Centre Orchestra & Choir
th

Monday June 28 Art Exhibition Open Evening
th

Wednesday June 30 Faronell  Baroque Music
st

Thursday July 1 Fidelio Piano Quartet
nd

Friday July 2 Theatre Roundabout 
                        Canterbury's Burning

rd
Saturday July 3 2pm Cemetery Walk

7.30pm London Ripieno Opera Group
                                   The Virgin Crown

th
Sunday July 4 Finchley Children's Music Group

Details and booking information on website

Brochure from Coral Travel 50 High Street N2
All events (except Cemetery Walk)

at All Saints' Church, Durham Road, N2 at 7.30pm

http://eastfinchleyartsfestival.org.uk

EAST FINCHLEY ARTS FESTIVAL 2004
th th

Friday June 25  - Sunday July 4

Ron and Marjorie Thomas on their wedding day 
Photo  courtesy of Marjorie Thomas

Dixie, Ted and Curly Photo by courtesy of EJ šDixieŢ Dean

to the Yank to let the column 
through. They duly moved on, 
only to ind that another unit had 
already taken the bridge.

I asked Dixie whether the 
Grenadiers had any oficers 
who were not members of the 
aristocracy. “Oh yes,” he said, 
“Later on.”

Rome fell on 4 June 1944 
and Dixie’s lot went through in 
the night. He remembers rows of 
US troops lining the streets, backs 
to the wall, one foot up against it 
– eyeing up the local talent.

Bloody lucky
Dixie’s last anecdote con-

cerns the time when he and his 

mate Curly were told to “take 
the P.I.A.T, (“Projectile Infantry 
Anti Tank”) up there and watch 
that road.” They dug themselves 
in, setting up the P.I.A.T. and set-
tling down to a quick roll-up. 
There was the roar of armour 
on the road. Back to the P.I.A.T. 
and take aim. Round the corner 
comes a South African armoured 
column, led by its commander 
in an armoured car. Dixie and 
Curly stand up and show them-
selves. “You were bloody lucky 
we didn’t shoot there, mate,” 
they say. The South African 
looks over his shoulder at the 
tanks behind him; “My friend,” 
says he “so were you!”

D-Day bride
By Marjorie Thomas
My late husband was with the irst contingent at Aromanchies, Gold Beach. After serv-
ing in the Middle East, El Alamein, Tobruk, and the landings on Crete, Sicily and Italy, 
he had returned to England in November 1943, as one of Monty’s seasoned troops.

Dixie’s 
Tale
By Francis Coulson
Dixie wasn’t at the D-Day 
Landings on 6 June 1944. 
He was otherwise engaged, 
helping the Americans to 
liberate Rome.

He had landed in Algiers 
in 1943 from the troopship 
Samaria. Dixie was a signaller 
with the 5th Battalion, Grenadier 
Guards. He recalls sharing a slit 
trench under a mortar barrage 
with his Adjutant, Capt. Lord 
Stanley, discussing the miners’ 
– or was it dockers’ – strike at 
home. They agreed that it 
wasn’t a clever time to strike.

On the road to Rome
The Anzio landing was 

on 22 January 1944. Dixie 
went in a week later with 
the transport echelon of the 
5th Battalion as part of the 1st 
Infantry Division and the US 
5th Army. They didn’t attack the 
prepared German positions in 
the Alban Hills behind Rome 
but turned up Route 6 for the 
Eternal City itself.

On the way, Dixie’s unit was 
detailed to take a bridge over 
the Tiber. Off they went in the 
3-tonners, sitting up top in the 
sun – and ran into a US road-
block. The White-Cap manning it 
said, “You cain’t go up thar”. The 
British column commander in a 
jeep called, “Come on, Charles, 
keep going” – Charles was the 
company commander – and 
the squaddies all cheered. The 
White-Cap pulled a pistol – “You 
cain’t go up thar!” Faces fell. The 
CO –later in life Lord de Lisle 
& Dudley – wrote out an order 

Recording your wartime memories
Anyone ş and that means anyone ş with wartime memories is invited 
to contact Peter Hart, archivist at the Imperial War Museum, through 
THE ARCHER.

Peter, who lives in East Finchley, is willing to visit interviewees at 
home. Interviews would probably last for a couple of hours, and would 
be taped.

Whatever your role ş combatant, production worker, bringing up chil-
dren or a child yourself ş you have a story to tell, and Peter would like 
to record it. THE ARCHER will be happy to put you in touch.

Memories of WW II
By Mr T J Cremin (aged 80+)
I went into the services in 1942 and was “called up” to 
go to Yorkshire for training at Fulford Barracks with 
the Kings Royal Riles and Rile Brigade. After about ten 
weeks training I was sent to an Artillery Regiment.

We planned to marry in the 
middle of 1944.

In May, troops were massed 
around the south coast, which 
for three miles inland was a 
forbidden area to anyone not 
resident there. My husband was 
at Beaulieu, Hampshire, near 
his home. He was sealed in bar-
racks, but managed to get special 
permission to come to Royston, 
Hertfordshire, to get married.

Wedding day
On Thursday 18 May, I had 

a telegram, saying, “Get spe-
cial licence. Marry tomorrow 
Friday 19th.” My superstitious 
mother would not let me marry 
on a Friday, so our vicar arranged 
the ceremony for 8.30am on the 
Saturday. My husband had to 
report back that evening, and I 
returned with him, his mother 

and two sisters.
Everyone getting off trains 

in the closed zone had to show 
their identity cards, and I very 
self-consciously showed my 
new marriage lines. This caused 
a few grins and knowing looks 
from the soldiers on guard. I was 
only allowed in the ‘forbidden 
area’ because it was my mother-
in-law’s home.

After reporting back, my 
husband was allowed out that 
night, as he was so near his home. 
I stayed there for a week, and 
must admit that he did sneak 
out once or twice, but after 
Thursday 25 May they were all 
completely sealed in barracks 
– even escorted to the loo.

Gold beach
The whole forest area around 

Beaulieu, down to the coast, was 

packed with vehicles – tanks, 
guns, heavy-duty trucks and 
‘ducks’ (jeeps that could loat).

Outside my mother-in-law’s 
house were American troops. 
Everywhere were notices tell-
ing civilians not to communi-
cate with the troops in any way, 
and there was a heavy penalty if 
you did, but we left them jugs 
of tea by the gate.

It was three or four weeks after 
the irst landings before I got a 
letter from my husband, and he 
didn’t return until March 1945.

He was looking forward to 
the 50th celebrations in 1994, but 
sadly it was not to be. His ashes 
were scattered on Gold Beach 
by Brigadier Nelson-Smith, 
the commanding oficer of 1st 
Battalion Royal Hampshires 
on D-Day.

Sixty years ago...
On Tuesday, 6 June 1944 Operation Overlord began with the irst paratroops landing 
on French soil. Seven hours later the main assault began as the irst landing craft hit 
the beaches of Normandy. This was just part of the largest seaborne invasion that had 
ever been mounted and involved 5,000 ships and 150,000 men. 
6 June 1944 was not just about the troops on the Normandy beaches, it was also two days after the 
liberation of Rome; in the Paciic the Americans were still island hopping towards Japan and Lon-
doners still had to face the terror of the V1 and V2.

After a while I saw on the 
notice board that 100 troops 
were needed to join the Royal 
Navy so I put my name down. 
While on a shoot at Barnard 
Castle with the army I was told, 
“You’re no longer in the army, 
you’re in the navy”!!

 After a little training as 
a Chatham rating I was sent 
to a very old battleship, HMS 
Malaya. It only did about 15 
knots, but we were involved in 
the bombardment of St Malo in 
France with Wellington Bomb-
ers. Later I was moved to another 
battleship, HMS Anson, and left 
for the Far East. 

When the Japanese war 
ended we were sent to take 
Hong Kong harbour where 
our job was to round up 
Japanese prisoners and stop 
the looting. During this time I 
was stationed at Happy Race 
Course and before my duties 
ended I managed to go on a 
short cruise up to Japan to see 
some of the damage caused by 
the atom bomb to Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki.

At the end of my duties we 
sailed to Australia for a short 
stay and eventually came 
back home on a cruiser, HMS 
Gambia, to be demobbed.
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DENTAL CENTRE

The East Finchley

DENTAL CENTRE

 NHS & Private Patients Welcome
 Friendly, Experienced Dental Team
 Special Care for Nervous Patients, 

Children, Disabled and The Elderly
 Preventative Care
 Cosmetic Treatment, Teeth

Whitening,
 Mercury Free White Fillings
 Crowns, Bridges and Dentures
 24 Hour Emergency Cover
 Open 9am - 6pm Weekdays

Sat. (by arrangement)

Tele: 020 8444 3436

144, High Road, East Finchley, London N2 9ED

Dedicated to making you smile!

113 High Road East Finchley 020 8883 8628

We are one of the largest stockists
of roof bars and boxes in North London,

right on your doorstep.

Bars from £27.35 Boxes from £99.99

Also, large stock of Van Bars

SAVE 20%
ON ROOF BARS

when you purchase Paddy Hopkirk

ROOFBOX & BARS
(Together)

Harold Perkins today Photo by 
John Dearing. 
Inset:: Harold Perkins in the Cocos  
Photo courtesy of Harold Perkins

The Secret Islands

Rescue team
In 1942, the Japanese had 

attempted to bomb out the 
cable station on Direction 
Island. Deceived by decoy 
ires, they never realised that 
it went on working till the end 
of the war. Later on, as the battle 
focus turned to the Far East, the 
islands became a base for bomb-
ers, as well as for photographic 
reconnaissance missions to 
Malaya, Java and Sumatra. 
On their return journeys from 
Singapore, the bombers were 
met by boats from the rescue 

team. “You wouldn’t want to 
ditch in that water. It was full 
of sharks.”

“We heard of D-Day, but 
we didn’t even have a drink,” 
he remembers. They made up 
for it the following year, when 
the Japanese surrendered. He 
saved a bottle of brandy for the 
light home, which was just as 
well. Their plane landed on one 
wheel.
Find out about the Cocos in 
Operation Pharos, by Ken 
Rosam. Pub. Woodield 2001. 
ISBN 1-873203-586.

D DAY 1944 remembered
Dear Sir
During World War II I was allocated to the Ministry of War 
Transport and sent to work in the London Docks. From the 
commencement of the Blitz in September 1940 until the 
capture of the V2 rocket sites in April 1945 those docks 
were subject to enemy attack almost every day, often four 
or ive times.

Hitler knew that if he could sink the food ships coming into London 
Docks, the capital city would starve and Germany would win the war. 
Hence, those who worked getting the ships unloaded and the food 
transported were in constant danger.

About six months before D Day we noticed a difference in both 
the shipping and the personnel in dockland, although we had no idea 
what its signiicance was. Security was very strict!

Strange craft began to appear in channels and bays that would 
not block the main stream of the tidal Thames. These were deftly 
camoulaged. Then we became aware of new personnel in the docks, 
military men each wearing a blue lash at their shoulders bearing the 
initials “VP” meaning Vulnerable Point.

This meant that they had to live on board the boats to which they 
were allocated and could not move outside a strictly conined area – on 
one side of the river in Stepney and on the other side in Rotherhithe. 
Gradually we realised that these soldiers were not all English, they 
included Commonwealth Personnel and, ultimately, American GIs.

The Church
The Methodist Church had accepted me in 1942 as a candidate for 

their ministry and had asked me to spend any time I could deputising 
for the Southwark Park church minister who had been sent to be an 
army Chaplain. I had a bicycle and could travel between my ofice 
(in Stepney) and the church through the Rotherhithe Tunnel several 
times a day.

The church opened a club and reading room for the troops and 
provided a forces’ canteen. The organist produced Gilbert and Sullivan 
operas, and I played in The Mikado, and The Pirates of Penzance.

Neither in the docks nor at the church did we ever hear that these 
men and their shipping were preparing for the invasion of Europe. 
Early in June, however, we became aware that there were less of 
them about. The forces’ club was practically deserted and the food 
ships coming into the docks were lowing more easily.

D Day dawns
We became aware that something was happening. No announce-

ment was made in the newspapers or on the wireless. Everything that 
was happening was extremely ‘hush hush’.

On the Saturday afternoon, I had to take the scouts’ cricket team 
to play at Blackheath. We had to wait to cross the road at Lewisham 
because a long convoy of military vehicles of many different kinds 
monopolized the roadway. I remember the exact spot and the exces-
sive heat of the lovely June Day when one of the small boys, with 
a truly cockney accent said, “Cor, the invasion must ‘ave started”. It 
took that simple phrase from an 11-year-old to inform me of the truth 
of the situation.
Ronald W Frost
East End Road N2

By Daphne Chamberlain
Harold Perkins spent D-
Day on the Cocos Islands, 
in the Indian Ocean, south 
of Sumatra. In World War 
II, these tiny coral islands 
became a vital air-base, 
an emergency stop for 
lying-boats and a secret 
cable radio link between 
Australia and London.

Harold was on Direction 
Island, in the air/sea rescue 
team. He was supposed to 
spend three months there, 
which became six months, 
and then a year. He was a duty 
itter and repairer, which came 
easily to a motorbike enthusi-
ast with a family background in 
engineering. He had started his 
war service as a light mechanic 
with 248 Squadron, but in the 
Cocos most of his time was 
spent in the workshop, some-
times reconstructing engine 
parts from blueprints.

Flying boats
He was lown between the 

islands for different jobs, once 
to Home Island, which was 
generally out of bounds. That 
was “where the Governor drank 
his gin and tonic” and Gracie 
Fields paid a lying visit. Sup-
plies came by Catalina lying-
boat from Sri Lanka (an 18-hour 
journey).

There was a royal family of 
the Cocos, mostly of Javanese 
stock, but descended from the 
irst king – a Scottish trader 
who had settled there in the 
1820s. Until then the islands 
had been uninhabited, but he 
turned them into a socialist 
monarchy, with bungalows, 
jobs and pensions for all.
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PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS
By Diana Cormack

All Saints’ Church,
Durham Road, East Finchley

Church of  England

Sunday masses at 8.00 a.m. and 10.00 a.m.
Weekday masses at 10.00 a.m.
Prayer requests are gladly accepted.

The Parish has a flourishing social life.
Contact the Vicar, Fr Christopher Hardy,

on 020 8883 9315.

All Saints’ also has a strong musical tradition and  an 
enthusiastic choir of  both adults and children.

Experienced singers are always welcome.
Contact Geoffrey Hanson  on 020 8444 9214.

http://www.allsaints-eastfinchley.org.uk

East Finchley Baptist Church
Just off the High Road in Creighton Avenue N2

Sundays at 11.00 am and 6.30 pm

For more information
please contact the Church Office

Tel: 8883 1544 (Minister: Simon Dyke)

Visitors always welcome

Martin Schools PTA

SUMMER FUN DAY
th

Saturday 19  June, 12.00 - 3.00pm
School Field High Road East Finchley

Delicious food, plants, cakes,
good quality second-hand books,

toys and clothes,  competitions, arts and crafts,
bouncy castles, face-painting, tombola, entertainment,

and much more. All welcome.

Elaine, Jan and afternoon nursery children. Photo by Diana Cormack

Model from re-cycled material in 
the seating area. 
Photo courtesy of Martin School

Brownie Nadine collecting for charity in 
BudgenŢs. Photo by Daniela Antoinette

World Lupus Day
By Diana Cormack
When nursery nurse Elaine Montgomery organised a 
fundraising event at Holy Trinity School Nursery, she 
had no idea of how successful it would prove to be. With 
the help of nursery teacher Jan Wallin, the children were 
invited to come to school in fancy dress, for which they 
were sponsored by family and friends.

The secret garden
By Diana Cormack
There was an exciting surprise waiting for the children 
when they returned to Martin School after the Easter 
Holidays. The garden in front of Year 5 in the junior 
school had been transformed!

Martin Schools
London Marathon

This year it was a landmark 
event, with two praiseworthy 
medal winners from Martin 
School! (See back page)

Parent governor Laverne 
Cosbert also braved the rain and 
cold to complete the course in 
a creditable ive hours, raising 
£1,230 for Hope, the charity for 
homeless people.

Parents’ power
A group of parents generously 

gave their time to clear the school 
ield. They  illed countless bin 
bags with litter and weeds, to make 
the ield a safe and pleasant place 
for the children.

Breakfast at school
As in previous years, Year 6 

children have been able to chat 
and relax with each other and with 
staff before taking their SATs tests. 
Coming into school early to have 
breakfast prepared by the staff 
helps the children to feel more 
conident and happy.

Karaoke night
The PTA’s first Karaoke 

Night was a huge success. The 
stars of the night proved to be 
The Martinettes, a new singing 
and dancing sensation created by 
the junior staff.

Allotment 
Infant children are now able 

to plant their own vegetables in 
ground prepared by staff mem-
bers Tracy Hills, Jackie Coghlan, 
Wendy Diamant and school keeper 
John Mitchell in their own time.

Holy Trinity
Tag rugby

Tigers and Cubs, the school’s 
mixed tag rugby teams, inished as 
runners-up and in third place at the 
irst tag rugby festival to be held at 
Holy Trinity. Robin Jacobs organised 
the event and trained the teams.

New extension
Work is progressing on the 

building to house a library and 
special educational needs area. 
Further funding has been received 
which will enable the whole project  
to be completed by the start of the 
new academic year.

May Fair
The Holy Trinity School Asso-

ciation’s May Fair, run by parents 
and staff, raised over £3000 for 
school funds.

Walk to school week
The school took part in this 

national event, which aims to 
encourage parents to change their 
daily routine and leave their cars at 
home, thereby reducing pollution 
and congestion.

Packing them in
By Diana Cormack.
Members of the 4th East Finchley Brownie Pack 
kept the Brownie motto to “Lend a Hand” when 
they were raising money for charity recently. 
With the help of customer service manager Rosie 
Townsend and other staff members at Budgens, 
the girls spent their Saturday morning in the store 
on the High Road.

Unbeknown to staff and 
pupils, head teacher Maggie 
Driscoll had been approached 
the previous term by Peter and 
Jill from P.J. Landscapes. 
They wanted to create a 

The symbol for the lupus 
movement is a butterly, so 
Elaine and Jan dressed up appro-
priately and they also arranged 
activities that involved butter-
lies, such as songs, games and 
making models. The children 
were given badges to wear and 
were told about lupus. As Elaine 
was diagnosed with the disease 
ive years ago, she knows all 
about it.

But she did not know 
that the forty-four children 
from morning and afternoon 
nursery would raise so much 
money. At the time of writing 
she has collected over £400 for 

Lupus UK and the money is still 
coming in!

Ninety years on
This year the Brownies are celebrating their ninetieth 
birthday! They began as part of the Girl Guides (now 
called Girl Guiding UK) because girls wanted to have 
something like the Scouts, which Lord Baden-Powell had 
organized for boys in 1908. 

So, helped by his sister 
Agnes, he set up a group with 
similar laws and promises and 
with much the same training as 
the Scouts. In fact, in the USA 
Girl Guides are called Girl 
Scouts. In Britain, Girl Guid-
ing UK is the largest female 
youth organisation and around 
30% of eight-year-old girls are 
Brownie Guides.

A Brownie was a Scottish 
spirit of the home, who was 
called Robin Goodfellow in 
England. At night he was sup-
posed to busy himself doing 
helpful jobs about the house. 
This explains the Brownie 
Guide Law, “A Brownie guide 
thinks of others before herself 

and does a good turn every day.” 
Brownies can earn badges for 
household skills as well as 
for many other activities and 
interests.    

A special Brownie rose is 
being launched at this year’s 
Chelsea Flower Show. It has 
bright yellow petals to sym-
bolise friendship and a light 
herbal scent. There have been 
celebration services for local 
Brownie packs and everyone 
has been given a 90th anniver-
sary badge.    

The 4 th East Finchley 
Brownies meet on Mondays 
from 5.00-6.30 pm. in St Mary’s 
Church Hall. For further details 
phone 8883 5654 

The Brownies were on 
hand offering to push cus-
tomers’ trolleys or  pack bags 
at the check out. Contributors 
to their collection boxes were 
given a sticker and there were 
balloons for the children. 
Since January the girls have 
been working for their Dis-
abilities Awareness Badge 
and this was relected in 
their chosen charities, which 
were the Royal National 
Institute for the Blind, the 

Royal National Institute for 
the Deaf, St Mary’s Church 
Hall and Whizz-Kidz.

They managed to raise 
over £200, but the Brownies 
themselves did not go away 
empty handed, for Rosie 
gave them an Easter Egg to 
rafle for their own funds. 
Well done to all concerned!

Please tell THE ARCHER 
if you know of any young 
people in our community 
who are helping others.

garden in which their skills 
in landscape design could be 
demonstrated. So they went 
around the school collecting 
various materials suitable for 
their purpose. Things like coat-
hooks, benches, ladders and old 
doors were then cleverly used 
to great effect. With the addi-
tion of pebbles, plants, pots 
and seating they have made 
a fantastic feature for Martin 
School Community to enjoy.

The remodelled area makes 
a pleasant, peaceful place for 
outside lessons, which will be 
even more enjoyable should 
there be enough sunshine this 
summer to run the solar-pow-
ered water feature!
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Motts GodwinInsurance

020 8444 1040

209 High Road, East Finchley

London, N2 8AN

Competitive Insurance - Lady & Mature Drivers -

Special rates for over 30’s - Immediate cover -

private car & commercial vehicles - Low rates -

accidents & convictions - Instalments

Telephone
113 High Road East Finchley 020 8883 8628

DIY Tools: String, Elastic Bands,

   Sticky Plasters

Gardening Tools: Bucket with no holes,

   Forks with handles, Lengths of ‘O’s

Constipated? Sink Plungers!

Got the runs? Bath Plugs!

We won’t screw you,

     but we sell them (& nails).

Arty F*rty Paint Brushes

Parrot food: Poly Filla

Harry Potter Brooms etc.

Razor broke? Try our sand paper

& many more odds & sods
that the multiples don’t stock

A Veritable Cornucopia!

Hens Teeth Antiques

Antiques Bought and Sold

Restoration, Upholstery and
French Polishing of Period

and Modern Furniture
Call Martin Murray

0208883 - 0755 

Mobile 07970 625 - 359

Photo by Ann Bronkhorst

šThe NuthatchŢ by T.C. Eyton

Happy Birthday to a 
peaceful place
By Ann Bronkhorst

Cemetery Walk
Don’t forget – there is a chance to explore the huge and fascinating St Pancras & 
Islington cemetery on Saturday 3 July. Meet at 2pm at the main gates in the High 
Road, immediately opposite The Grange. The walk is being organised as part of the 
East Finchley Arts Festival.

Notable Birds
By Jeremy Gaskell
As the Spring advances, 
high perches are dominated 
by a small, chunky bird that 
advertises its presence with 
a loud, nasal, twittering 
song. This is the Greeninch, 
one of the more successful 
species in London. As it 
lies you may glimpse the 
prominent yellow panels in 
its tail. Much less common 
is the Bullinch, with its carmine red breast. Earlier this 
year I encountered a pair of these retiring birds in St 
Pancras Cemetery.

Black Bess remembered
By Len Willcocks
Len Willcocks has responded to last month’s article about the Black Bess Temperance Hotel with these 
memories; perhaps other readers will send us their own
I remember well the Black Bess café and boarding house, situated on the High Road, 
just on the corner of Hertford Road. Above the café was a high building with rooms 
used as a hotel. It was a stopover for lorry drivers on their way north.

Landscaping the 
Common

What made St Pancras 
parish decide, in 1853, to send 
their dead seven miles north 
for burial? After the mid-nine-
teenth century cholera epidem-
ics London churchyards were 
grossly overcrowded. Once 
the 1852 Burial Act allowed 
parishes to set up cemeteries 
outside the city (as private com-
panies were already doing) the 
irst to respond was the St Pan-
cras Burial Board. They bought 
some farmland at the southern 
end of Finchley Common, later 
selling 30 acres to Islington, and 
hired the great William Mas-
ters to landscape it. Despite the 
shrinking water table many of 
his cedars, limes, redwoods and 
specimen conifers remain.

Change and decay
Architects Barnett and Birch 

designed several Gothic lodges, 
an Episcopal and a Dissenters’ 
chapel and a viaduct with 
‘Gothic circles and buttresses’ 
(Illustrated London News, July 

1854). Sadly, 
most of these 
architectural fea-
tures have gone 
and the 1896 RC 
chapel is boarded 
up, following 
arson. The ‘capa-
cious catacombs’ 
were never built; 
probably such 
burials were too 
expensive for 
St Pancras and 
Islington folk. 
There are impres-
sive statues and 
mausolea, however, and a 
wealth of Victorian tombstone 
symbols: urns, broken columns, 
open books and angels galore. 
More individually, a mycologist 
lies beneath carved mushrooms 
and a balloonist beneath a three-
dimensional balloon – except 
that it’s been vandalised and 
removed.

Honouring the dead
The memorials put up 

by devout Victorians should 

receive respect and care, but 
the dual cemetery is run on a 
limited budget. Famous private 
cemeteries such as Kensal 
Green and Highgate have 
Friends and/or support from 
English Heritage: our ‘green 
lung’ doesn’t. So although the 
1854 foundation of the St Pan-
cras cemetery is a signiicant 
part of London’s civic history 
it seems unlikely that there will 
be much of a birthday celebra-
tion this summer.

Right opposite was a huge 
bombsite, now covered with 
lats. I was working during the 
early 50s in a small factory on 
this site, which had been rebuilt 
because it was on vital war work. 
By the time I was working there, 
it was producing surgical and 
other instruments. This tiny 
workshop, the only building 
rebuilt, stood isolated amongst 
the desolation of this area.

Bread and dripping
While working there, I often 

used to go over to the Black Bess 

for a snack – maybe one of its 
famous sausage or bacon sand-
wiches and a cup of strong hot 
tea. Another  popular snack was 
bread and dripping – two slices 
covered with salt. No worries 
about cholesterol in those days!

I left the area in 1954 to live in 
Australia. When I returned three 
years later, the factory was no 
longer there, the empty bombsite 
had become high-rise lats, and 
the Black Bess had gone. Such a 
change in just three years.

On the edge of the cemetery 
and around Fortis Green it is 
still possible to see the House 
Sparrow, despite the dra-
matic decline in numbers in 
London. Possible reasons for 
this decline are the shortage of 
nooks and crannies in which to 
nest as a consequence of home 
improvements, and a shortage 
of insect life. Another bird that 
consumes insects, the House 
Martin, still builds its mud 
nest under the eaves of houses 
south of Fortis Green. Smaller 
than the noisy Swifts, and with 
a conspicuous white rump vis-
ible in light, the House Martin 
shares the Swift’s long bowed 
wings and forked tail.

Bird of prey
Our only bird of prey that 

can catch a House Martin 
or Swift is the Hobby, a 
longer-winged, darker and 
more slightly-built bird than 
the Kestrel with heavy dark 
streaking along its under-
parts. The Hobby, which used 
to be a rare breeding bird, has 
increased noticeably in the 
south of England in the last 
twenty years. They are quite 
shy in the nesting season but 
range widely in pursuit of prey 
for their young. Last June, my 
attention was drawn to the 
presence of one on the edge 
of Cherry Tree Wood by the 

alarm calls of the local House 
Martins.

Look out for the Stock Dove 
in the woodland around East 
Finchley, a bird that nests in 
hollow trees. Smaller than the 
Woodpigeon, the Stock Dove 
lacks white anywhere on its 
upper-parts. In bright sunlight, 
the side of the neck shimmers 
with a beautiful green and 
amethyst iridescence.

Sadness and joy
Sadly the Nuthatches breed-

ing in Coldfall Wood [ARCHER 
March 2004] had no success. All 
seemed well until early April. 
On Good Friday I saw that the 
mud the birds had used to con-
strict the entrance hole to their 
nest had been broken and the 
tip of the tail of a grey squirrel 
was protruding from the hole. I 
leave the fate of the occupants to 
the imagination. This depress-
ing occurrence was alleviated 
on my return journey by the 
faint, high-pitched tinkling 
song of the Goldcrest, named 
after its crown of red and gold. 
This bird, even smaller than 
the Wren, chooses evergreens 
for its tiny nest. Although not 
common, any garden could hold 
a pair. June is a good month to 
look out for local birds as the 
numbers will be at their high-
est as the new broods stretch 
their wings.

In last June’s feature on the St Pancras and 
Islington dual cemetery, readers were encour-
aged to discover its history and its wild places. 
This summer the largest of East Finchley’s 
green spaces – and the irst publicly-owned 
cemetery in London – has its 150th anniver-
sary. Some may wonder what there is to cel-
ebrate about an overgrown burial ground.
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Regular Events

Sport & Fitness
v Body Control Pilates classes. Call 
Deanna Wisbey 020 8883 7029
v Counselling and psychotherapy 
service at the Green Man Centre. 
For details phone 8440 4174
v Finchley & Hornsey Ramblers 
Group Call Vivien 020 8883 8190
v Glebelands Indoor Bowls Club, 
Summers Lane N12. New and 
experienced bowlers welcome.
v Keep fit for the Retired 
Wednesdays Christ Church N12. 
Ring Bridie. 020 8883 5269
v Muswell Hill Bowling Club open 
daily from 2pm. The Green, Kings 
Avenue N10 Tel: 8883 1178
v Step/Aerobics classes, Sundays at 
Bar XL. Phone 0789 0033 968.
vTae Kwon Do at The Green Man 
Thursdays 7-9pm 07949 612 706
vTai Chi at the Green Man  on 
Mondays 1.30-3pm
v Tennis Club oƑ Southern Road. 
Call 020 8440 6953
v Yoga & Meditation classes at Holy 
Trinity Church, 020 8444 7217
v Yoga, breathing & relaxation. 
Weekly drop-in classes - N2, N6, N10. 
Phone Judy on 020 8444 7783.

Dance, Drama, Art 
&  Music
v Adult Line Dancing. Call Footloose 
020 8440 8530/ 8216 5633.
v Art Classes. For info call Henry 
on 020 8888 5133.
v  Ballroom dancing classes, 
beginners and improvers. Phone 
01707 642 378
v Barnet Schools Music Centre call 
020 8359 3111 for details.
v Broadway & West End Musical 
Singing Workshop call Idit Gold 
020 8449 0011.
v Club Dramatika drama club for 
kids. Call Vicky 020 8883 1554
v Country & Barn Dancing, at 
Oakleigh Park, 020 8349 0754
v  Columbian party dancing classes, 
Call Nelsy 020 8444 2012
v Incognito Theatre workshops, 
Colney Hatch Lane, 020 8883 0911
v Finchley Jazz Club, Monday 
14 & 28 June at Wilf Slack Cricket 
Pavilion, East End Rd, N3.
v Over 60s come dancing at Ann 
Owens Centre 020 8346 8736
v Pottery Class at The Green Man, 
Call Celia Holmes 020 8349 9315
v Learn to sing at Finchley Methodist 
Church. Call 020 8883 4070 for info.
v Symphonic Wind Orchestra of 
North London, Contact Caroline 
Egan 020 8340 2706

Clubs & Social
v Bingo, Green Man Community 
Centre, 020 8883 4916
v Contact Lunch Club at the Green 
Man. Call 8444 1162 to book a 
place. Every Thursday. 12.30-2pm
v East Finchley National Childbirth 
Trust, Contact Sophie Spence 020 
8444 1890
v East Finchley Writers meet weekly 
at the Old White Lion. Contact Lillian 
on 020 8444 1793.
v Fairacres Monday Club for Jewish 
people, Rene & Reuby Hyams, 020 
8883 0448 or Sylvia Lee 8958 7878
v Finchley & District Philatelic 
Society, Contact Brian 8444 3251
v Friendly Rubber Bridge at The 
Old Barn, 020 8349 4613
v Haringey Recorded Music Society, 
informal meetings locally. Call David 
Mouldon on 020 83611696.
v  North London Bridge Club, 
Muswell Hill, 020 8348 3495
v Northern Lights SpeakersŢ Club alt. 
Monday eves at The Old White Lion 
www.northernlightsspeakers.org.uk
v  Muswell Hill and Highgate 
PensionersŢ Action Group Call Bob 
Cottingham on 8444 7635.
v  Muswell Hill Synagogue, 
Tetherdown, 020 8883 5925
v Muswell Hill Tetherdown Bridge, 
020 8883 4390
v Old Barn pre-school club, 020 
8349 4613/1961
v Parent & Toddler Group, Green 
Man Centre, Julia 8444 2276
v Probus Lunch Club for retired 
professionals. Call Eric 8340 0822.

WhatŢs On...
E-mail your listings to the-archer@lineone.net

Sunday 13 June: Friends of Finchley Memorial are holding their Summer 
Fete in the grounds of Finchley Memorial Hospital, N3 from 1.30pm.

Friday 25 June ş Sunday 4 July: East Finchley Arts Festival - Concerts, Drama 
& Art at All SaintsŢ Church, Durham Road. Plus a Cemetery Walk. For details 
see the display ad on page 6 or visit http://eastfinchleyartsfestival.org.uk. 
Brochure giving details available at Coral Travel, 50 High Road N2

Saturday 19 June: Martin Schools summer fun day - Martin Schools PTA 
invite you to their annual Summer Fun Day, 12 noon ş 3pm. Come for 
lunch! BBQ, Indian food stall, ice-cream sodas, cream teas etc. Bouncy 
castles, craft tables, second-hand clothes, books and toys, plants, cakes and 
much more. Come and view the human fruit machine! See you there!

Louisiana comes to 
Finchley!
On Wednesday, 16 June, a new dance club is opening 
at the Torrington in Finchley bringing the best Zydeco, 
Swamp pop, Cajun, New Orleans Rhythm & Blues 
and Rock ‘n Roll from the Bayous of Louisiana to the 
dancers of London. Every month a different live band 
will be featured, each one guaranteed to give the best 
in hip swingin’, foot stompin’, good time dance music 
for all tastes.

Wednesday 16 June: Finchley & District Philatelic Society - Members 
are invited to display 9 sheets of stamps beginning with the letter šDŢ. 
Visitors welcome. Meet at Trinity Church Hall, Nether St, Finchley 
at 8 pm. Enquiries to Brian Merryweather 020 8349 1602 or visit 
www.stampdomain.com/finchley.

A fete worse than death
Here comes summer and with it comes the dreaded world 
of festivals. At one end you’ve got Glastonbury, that unique 
chance to choke in dust or drown in mud or both while getting 
sunburn, food poisoning and ripped off while listening to 
music. A genteel distance away you’ve got Kenwood, which 
is just like Glastonbury without the dysentery, but with added 
deckchairs. But at the far end is that uniquely British event 
that sucks the will to live out of all sentient beings, the local 
‘community’ festival or school or church fete. 

There is a standard format for these insults to the intelligence. Firstly 
you need a ‘venue’, which means anything from the school ield, if it 
hasn’t been logged off for executive housing, to the patch of derelict 
land behind the old gasworks. Then you need a reason. That it’s hot 
and sunny and the wasps are after you doesn’t count. They either go 
for charities like Save the Whales, Blind dogs for the Guides, or giving 
each poor South Korean child their own puppy in time for Christmas. 
Sometimes it’s just plain mercenary, as they demand money for some 
new bit of school equipment like a nuclear reactor for A Level physics 
or helping complete the junior vivisection lab.

The worst events of the summer are those that have no hidden 
moneymaking agenda, but are purely for ‘fun’. This is fun as in sadistic 
delight. There are 20 ‘food’ stalls offering 10 types of kebab, 11 different 
burgers and 12 kinds of food poisoning. All the local charities are there 
with their stalls logging everything from ifth-hand books to “something 
odd we found in the garage” to Griselda’s homemade turnip wine. 
Naturally ‘fun’ means having a beer tent where you can queue for up 
to an hour to buy a can of luke-warm lager two years past its sell-by 
date.

But nothing, repeat nothing, quite matches the horror of the 
‘entertainment’. This means some local band that were dire after 17 
pints in the local pub proving just how bad they can sound on a wet 
Sunday in the park. But they don’t stop at one musical crime; you also 
get the local kiddie choir singing too loud, for too long and way too lat. 
It is, quite simply, a fete worse than death.

KALASHNIKOV KULTUR
By Ricky Savage, the voice of social irresponsibility

For our opening night we 
have the greatest pleasure in pre-
senting Z Funk, unquestionably 
the hottest Zydeco band  this 
side of the Big Pond, featuring, 
from Lake Charles, Louisiana, 
the awesome Harold Guil-
lory on Rubboard &  Vocals. 
Harold plays in his cousin, 
Chris Ardoin’s band and has 
his own TV station, Louisiana 
Live. Check it out on www.lou
isianazydecolive.com.

A steamy night of wild 
Zydeco rhythms, hot blues, 

incredibly talented musician-
ship and a great party atmos-
phere is promised.

The Torrington is on the 
corner of Lodge Lane and the 
High Road, North Finchley. 
Nearest  tube Woodside 
Park. Entry £8. Doors open 
at 8 pm. 

For further informa-
tion, please contact Carole 
Lateman 020 8810 7454, 
clateman2002@yahoo.co.uk or 
Neil Papworth, 01727 830280,  
neilpapworth@yahoo.co.uk.

East Finchley Open
A few drinks at the East Finchley Constitutional Club discussing politicians’ 
remarks led to a local voluntary group forming. Margaret Thatcher’s 
“there is no such thing as society” was challenged and energised by the 
unlikely pairing of Norman Tebbit’s “get on your bike” and Tony Blair’s 
“we need joined up thinking”. So the handful of artists and craftspeople 
thought, “who lives around this area and what could we do?” A couple 
of months later the East Finchley Open (EFO) was born as a group of 
thirty local East Finchley artists and craftspeople who have linked up 
for a variety of future activities in this area.

Exhibitions
There is a set of exhibitions 

from mid June to mid July 
with all 30 EFO members 
represented. The premiere 
exhibition of the new Phoenix 
Cinema gallery will be from 
12 June to 10 July, showing 
paintings, photos and video 
art.

From Friday 25 June to 
Sunday 4 July there will be an 
exhibition at All Saints Church 
Durham Road as part of the 
East Finchley Arts Festival. 
All the EFO members will 
be represented there, and will 
include sculpture, ceramics, 
jewellery, textiles, photographs 
and paintings. There will be a 
private view there on Monday 
28 June.

There will be an EFO 
launching event at the Finchley 
Youth Theatre on the evening 
of 25 June, with a combination 
of ilms, projections music and 

refreshments.
The Open House 

weekend
This is the core of 

the East Finchley Open 
and will consist of nine 
members’ houses open to 
the public 11am-5pm on 
Saturday 26 and Sunday 
27 June. Each house will 
have the work of at least 
two artists or craftspeople 
on show.

Also on 27 June 2-6pm 
there will be a multimedia 
showcase in the Finchley 
Youth Theatre, High 
Road. Yet more work 
will be shown in shops in 
Church Lane.

A free EFO catalogue 
with all these listings 
will be available in June from 
East Finchley library, Phoenix 
Cinema and several high street 
shops. Tickets for the launch 
event go on sale early June 

and will be available at these 
and other outlets (and from all 
EFO events)

Catalogue information will 
also be available on the EFO 

website: www.eastinchleyopen
.org.uk. On it you can see more 
examples of members’ work and 
updated information about all the 
forthcoming activities.

Free bus service
If you’re attending Music on a Summer Evening at Kenwood, 3 
July to 29 August, there is a free shuttle bus service around 5.30 
pm and after all concerts from/to Golders Green and East Finchley 
Tube stations.  The buses will be marked ‘Music on a Summer 
Evening’. Visit www.picnicconcerts.com for more information.

Above: Just some of the exhibits on display at East Finchley Open. Top by 
Christine Watson, above left by Keith M Hewett and above right by Peter Hale



Any reader who feels 
strongly about any 
matter  is invited to use 
this “Soapbox” column.
Please note that opinions expressed 
are those of the writer alone.
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Letters to The Editor

C-4-C
CASH FOR

WE CASH
Wages Cheques, DHSS Cheques,

Inland Revenue Cheques.
Personal Cheques CASHED
PAWNBROKING SERVICE

Sale and Buyback on Jewellery

325 Kentish Town Rd. London NW5
Written details available on request

020 7267 9102

CASH LOANS

CHEQUES
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Certified organic meat 
at reasonable prices
Free-range poultry

Home-made sausages
(including Boerwors)
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State Registered
Chiropodist/Podiatrist
Miss H.C. MIKELLIDES BSc (Hons)

SRCh MChS DpodM

COOTES PHARMACY      020 8883 0073
134 High Road East Finchley London N2 9ED

Mobile: 07958 443 623

 Verruca treatment

 Skin complaints

 Nail Surgery & Replacement

 Local Anaesthestic

 Sports injuries

 Biomechanics

Send your correspondence to: 
“Letters Page”, The Archer, PO 

Box 3699, London N2 8JA or 
e-mail the-archer@lineone.net. 

(Due to space restrictions, letters 
over 200 words will be edited)

Tel: 020 8442 1111 Phone City, 54 High Road, 
East Finchley, London N2 9PN

*Software is a 30 day trial period. Terms and conditions apply. For full details on this offer please ask instore.

A-star arrogance
By Hannah Eiseman-Renyard
A level student, Fortismere School
In an education system organised purely around 
exams, in which all schools are, unsurprisingly, 
getting better exam results, private schools are now 
beginning to wish there was something to distinguish 
their students’ grades from everyone else’s. I read in 
the 26th April’s Evening Standard that private sector 
schools and colleges are pushing for a greater distinction 
to be made between A grades, as too many people are 
achieving them these days. They would like to see the 
grade A* introduced for AS and A2 levels, as it was for 
GCSEs. The introduction of A* would, by deinition, 
make hard-earned A grades worth less by comparison, 
and would push the merit of every other grade down 
one notch, too.

What angers me, is that those in private schools have the 
cheek to complain and want ‘ordinary’ A grades demoted 
because those in state education are doing almost as well as 
they are. If you have the money you can buy your child a 
better grade. I don’t like it, but you can pay to take yourself 
out of the system. Once you have done this, however, what 
right have you to complain when the system you have turned 
your back on is doing well? As the gap between rich and poor 
in education appears, slowly, to be closing, instead of sending 
their children back to the apparently successful state schools, 
those in the private sector want to maintain an elitism within 
the very top grade – an example of snobbery and arrogance 
surely worthy of an A*.

Phone mast objections
Dear Editor,
I was appalled to discover 
the other day that an 
application has been put 
to Barnet Council to site 
a phone mast on the land 
between East Finchley 
High Road and Strawberry 
Vale (Application Number: 
C15724/04). If the mast is 
given planning permission 
it will end up being sited 
very near to homes and a 
local community centre.

Phone masts have not been 
shown to be without health risks 
and caution must be exercised 
when masts are to be situated 
so close to homes. It is for this 
reason that I myself have lodged 
an objection and I strongly urge 
the rest of the community to do 
so as well. It is only by showing 
our displeasure at the insensitive 
siting of masts that we will ever get 
local councils to take our concerns 
seriously.
Noel Lynch
Member of the London 
Assembly 
City Hall

Rubbish tips
THE ARCHER received the following 
letter from a resident of Sedge-
mere Avenue, so we contacted 
the Council to ind out:

pollute the air with petrol and waste 
my time and money when I do pay 
my council tax? Am I supposed to 
go through my rubbish now to 
take it all out? I don’t think so! As 
the kind lady from Barnet Council 
customer care said to me – cover 
it all up with more rubbish, they’ll 
take it. Hmmm.
Kind regards,
Name and address supplied

The Archer contacted the Waste 
Statutory + Contracts Manager at 
Barnet’s Recycling Department 
regarding the collection of garden 
refuse if left inside wheelie bins. 
She advised that refuse collectors 
should collect garden refuse left 
inside wheelie bins unless the bin 
is too heavy (e.g. if rubble has been 
left in it) or unless the bin’s lid is 
not closed (i.e. the bin is over-full, 
restricting closure). Refuse should 
not of course be left at the side of 
a wheelie bin even in bags.

There is in addition the council’s 
three times a year free local street 
collection of a much wider range 
of items. (The Museum of Garden 
History in Lambeth will recycle your 
old seed packets, old plant labels 
and old gardening books. Phone 
7401 8865 for details.)

Dear Archer,
I am an East Finchley resident 
for a few years now. I like the 
area and the community. It’s 
the council that bothers me. 
First of all, I rang the council a 
few times to request recycling 
bins for plastic, cardboards and 
so on. I left my address, name 
and my phone number - nothing 
happened. So I’ve given up.

What I do ind most ridiculous 
though is when my bin doesn’t 
get emptied just because there 
is a bucketful of weeds in it. Like 
last week. The bin is not heavy, but 
there’s a bit of soil on the top of my 
rubbish, and so it gets left behind! 
When I rang Barnet Council, I was 
told that ‘no garden waste’ should 
be in my bin. Not even a bucket 
of weeds. So where exactly am I 
supposed to put it if Barnet refuses 
to help me recycle and they do not 
provide garden waste bins in my 
area? What if I didn’t have a car to 
take it to the dump? Why should I 

12 Things You Didn’t 
Know About….
Every month [despite a brief lull] THE ARCHER hits an 
eminent member of the community with 12 quick-ire 
questions. This week a living legend…
1. Name: Jim Dmitris.
2. Date of birth: 6/3/36.
3. Family in this country: Two brothers, a wife, two sons.
4. How long have you worked as a barber on Lincoln Road? 

Since 1964 – 40 years.
5. What is the best thing to have changed in East Finchley in 

that time? Plenty of restaurants now.
6. And the worst? Not enough funeral directors.
7. Why is there always a red stripy pole outside barber shops? 

Red for men. Hairdressers have blue stripes.
8. Favourite inane barber conversation? How is the love 

life?
9. How often do you visit Cyprus? Every 2-3 years.
10. Favourite Film? Zorba The Greek- very funny. But English 

ilms? The Sound of Music or West Side Story.
11.  What was the last book you read? Don’t read much – I 

watch sexy movies. Wait… is Page 3 reading?
12. If you won the lottery what would be the irst thing you 

would buy? Seven women.

RSPCA news
Recently, more than 12 cats had to be removed from a 
local house when their owner died. An inspector and 
police, all in protective clothing, carried out the rescue 
operation.

This is still ongoing as, 
obviously, cats come and 
go and some will still be 
returning to the empty house. 
So far, £50 has been spent 
on making food available for 
them. Natalie, the inspector, 
told us that the cats had not 
been ill-treated but they were 
becoming undomesticated and 
were breeding indiscriminately. 
The ones removed are now in 
the RSPCA animal home and 
are being neutered and prepared 
to go to new owners.

The winner of the Easter 
Bonnet Cake, star rafle prize 
at our recent Spring Fair, was 
Marian Dewey, one of our 
volunteer workers for many 
years, delighted never having 
won a rafle prize before.

 The committee have decided 
that the next fundraising will 
be held at the Clinic to make it 
easier for our neighbourhood 
friends to drop in and see the 
next seasonal cake on show. 
Date to be announced in this 
column later in the year.

She’s got to hand it to you!
By Diana Cormack
Sandra Stokes, of Milton Keynes, contacted THE ARCHER to 
share a story which will gladden many readers’ hearts.

One Saturday afternoon a few 
weeks ago, Sandra and her elderly 
mother came to East Finchley to visit 
her father’s grave. Sandra accidentally 
left her handbag in the bus shelter 
opposite the Phoenix cinema and only 
realised her mistake once she was on 
the bus. It took at least 20 minutes to 

get back to the shelter where, to her 
amazement, she found her bag where 
she had left it. 

Sandra would like to pass on 
her thanks to the community for 
being so honest. She said that 
the people of East Finchley have 
restored her faith in humanity.
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BOOKSHOP

72 FORTIS GREEN ROAD, N10
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MUSWELL HILL

Shoes, Trainers, Sandals, Bags and Luggage

1 Manor Park Rd. N2, behind 88 Church Lane, opposite Trinity Church

Tel: 07956 329 150 Open 12-8pm (not Wednesdays)

John’s Shoe Repairs

Complete Repair Service by a craftsman
Same day if required

Key Cutting

THE ARCHER needs volun-
teer distributors for the 
following areas: 
• Strawberry Vale • The 
Grange • Taunton Drive •  
Falloden Way • Ossulton 
Way • Greenhalgh Walk• 
Howard Walk• Great North 
Road • Holyoake Walk
Please call  us on 
020 8883 0433 or 
e-mail distribution@the-
archer.co.uk.

Help us with 
Distribution

STEWART-DUNCAN
OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS  EST. 1962*

126 HIGH ROAD, EAST FINCHLEY, LONDON, N2 9ED

020 8883 2020

BUY A PAIR OF SPECTACLES AND GET:

PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES

from only £29

OR

F R E E
DESIGNER

PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES

SEE IN STORE FOR DETAILS
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A relaxed Josh after running the Mini Marathon. Photo by Haron Derraji

Born to run
Josh Derraji loves to run. And as a member of Barnet 
and District Athletics Club Josh, a Year 6 pupil at Martin 
Junior School, was selected during trials in February as 
one of ten boys in his age group (11-12 years) to represent 
Barnet in the London Mini Marathon held on Sunday 
18 April.

Interested in 
reporting?
THE ARCHER is looking for people to report 
on all manner of activities involving East 
Finchley and its residents.

We would welcome reports and pictures 
about all kinds of subjects such as sports, arts 
or current affairs. Writers could be participants,   
organisers, or even casual spectators.

Aspiring young journalists could cut their 
teeth on gathering reports, visiting venues and 
even taking photographs.

If you have any particular interest, or would 
like to report on activities in your area, do please 
get in touch. Training can be given.

Please call our enquiry voicemail 08717 
33 4465,  email us at the-archer@lineone.net 
– or visit us at the festival. Please note that 
participation in THE ARCHER is on an entirely 
voluntary basis.

See you at the festival!

ing, who was third 
overall in the race 
and I know he is an 
inspiration to Josh.” 
Looking ahead, Jim 
is confident that Josh 
has “a big future in 

sport”.
Anyone inter-

ested in running can 
contact Jim Neville 
on 0208 449 6487 or  
james@neville6883.
freeserve.co.uk.

Running a race of 2.65 
miles, from Southwark 
Bridge to The Mall, Josh put 
in an incredible performance, 
finishing in  17 minutes and 50 
seconds, a personal best. He 
also raised £150 in sponsor-
ship for Great Ormond Street 
Hospital.

Tired but happy
Josh takes up the story. “It 

was wet and cold on the morn-
ing. I was really nervous and 
didn’t think I would finish the 
run. But once we were at the 
starting point I felt better.”

“The race went quickly and 
it was great to see my mum, 
nana, brothers Max and Noah 
and sister, Salma, shouting for 
me at the finish line. I came 
60th out of 226. I think I did 
okay but hope to do better next 
year. Barnet did really well as 

they came third overall. I was 
pleased to finish but felt very 
tired later on.”

“My mum and I chose Great 
Ormond Street Hospital to 
receive my sponsorship money 
because my brother Max had 
an operation there when he was 
a baby. One of the best bits of 
the day was shaking hands with 
rugby star Martin Johnson. He 
fired the starting pistol at the 
beginning of my race”.
Well done, Barnet’s boys

Jim Neville, the youth coach 
for Barnet and District Athlet-
ics Club, is full of praise for 
Josh. “His friendly attitude has 
endeared him to many of the 
other young athletes in the club 
and I was pleased when he ran 
so well to get into the team for 
the Mini Marathon. With him 
was another of Barnet’s boys, 

Niall Flem-


