John’s Shoe Repairs

Shoes, Trainers, Sandals, Bags and Luggage
Complete Repair Service by a craftsman
Same day if required

Key Cutting

1 Manor Park Rd. N2, behind 88 Church Lane, opposite Trinity Church
Tel: 07956 329 150 Open 12-8pm (not Wednesdays)

Help us with
Distribution

THE ARCHER needs volunteer
distributors for the following areas:
• Strawberry Vale • The Grange
• Falloden Way • Ossulton Way
• Greenhalgh Walk• Gurney Drive
• Brim Hill • Great North Road
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Working Lives

– Fine Feathers

By Daphne Chamberlain

Dorothy Ditcham came to East Finchley in 1911,
when she was six. She still lives here, but has
spread her wings in the interim. In 1924 she was
in Essex, learning to be a poultry farmer.

Please call us on 020 8883 0433
or e-mail distribution@thearcher.co.uk for information.

She still has a red exercise
book, filled with hand-written
notes, her own drawings and
cut-out pictures. It’s a comprehensive manual and a mine of
information.
The ideal egg for marketing
then weighed about two ounces,
which is exactly the weight of
the large free-range specimens
in my fridge today. Certainly
in 1924 though, there was a
wide range of breeds, different
types of fowl (specialist eggproducers, general purpose,
or primarily table birds), and
marked variations in egg-laying.
Some hens managed up to 110
eggs during the winter, and
others none at all.
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Dorothy’s red
book notes the
introduction of
artificial incubators
and the beginning of
intensive farming
– though this was
light years away
from the later
horrors of battery
farming. On the
farm where she
worked the birds
ran around at will
in a large barn, with
separate breeding
pens. There were
about half a dozen

hens to a cockerel,
and each group had
its own grass run
and carefully regulated housing.
She learned to
select, breed and
rear the chickens, to
feed them (the red
book has a selection
of menus), and to nurse them
through winter colds.
It was work where you had
to muck in (and out), and carrying two-gallon cans backwards
and forwards across 10 acres
proved a little too much. Dorothy strained her heart, and had
to find other work.
When she had recovered,
she had a couple of stints as a
governess – one in the South
of France. That child was “a
horror,” she says emphatically,
“and I much preferred poultry
farming.”
If you would like to share
your early or unusual work
experiences with us, please let
us know.
• The illustration above shows
an extract taken from Dorothy
Ditcham’s little red notebook.
• The photo right shows Dorothy
with chicks,1924
•Both pictures by courtesy of
Dorothy Ditcham
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EYE EXAMINATIONS
CONTACT LENSES
DVLA DRIVING TEST
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NIGHT & DAY CONTACT LENSES

WEAR THEM NIGHT AND DAY FOR A MONTH AND THEN
THROW THEM AWAY. NO SOLUTIONS, NO HASSLE

126 HIGH ROAD, EAST FINCHLEY

020 8883-2020
asd2020@lineone.net
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