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We Have
Moved
to: Unit 4
The Old Printworks
25 Tapster Street
Barnet,  EN5 5TH
Email:
p.a.music@fsbdial.co.uk

Hire&Sales
020 8440 8008

HEALING
Kathryn Scorza
Registered Spiritual Healer

For
appointments

in East Finchley
please call

07703 404 839
or email 

kathryn@spqrlondon.co.uk

Nicky Sharp Osteopathy
260 East End Road, London N2 8AU           e-mail: info@nickysharposteopathy.co.uk

www.nickysharposteopathy.co.uk

Nicky Sharp Osteopathy
Now offers Cranial Osteopathy

with Charlotte Robin BSc (Hons) Ost Med on Wednesdays.
50% Discount on all Consultations in November

with mention of this Advert.
For Consultations and Appointments

Please call 020 8815 9433

Air-Conditioning - Recharge & Servicing
Mechanical repairs, tyres,

bodywork, clutches, exhausts
MOTs by appointment

109 Fortis Green East Finchley London N2 9HR
Tel: 020 8883 9707 / 0023 Fax: 020 8482 9179

VICTORY AUTO SERVICES

115 High Road London N2
Tel: 020 8444 5630 or email sales@ef-elec.co.uk

LOCAL COUNCIL
APPROVED CONTRACTOR & RETAILER HIGH

ROAD

KITCHENER ROAD
HUNTINGDON

ROAD
We are here.

EAST FINCHLEY ELECTRICAL

For all your electrical needs in the home,
we turn up on time, guarantee our work

and are unbeatable value.

always lowering prices 
All Types of Heating in Stock 
Authorised Dimplex Installer 

Design Service Available

Water, 
water, 
everywhere
At the top of Church 
Vale the road has been 
up for some time. On the 
afternoon of Thursday 11 
October the water was up, 
too, to tree-top height, 
and for more than two 
hours.

Someone ‘went through a 
pipe’ and it wasn’t the Clancy 
Docwra road team, who 
were watching with amuse-
ment. The luckless man from 
Enterprise, a firm working for 
Thames Water, scrambled out 
from the hole he was work-
ing in followed by a massive 
water spout. That was at about 
2.30pm. 

At 5pm. a man in a van from 
Thames Water turned up and 
shut off the supply, but by that 
time one house and its garden 
had been thoroughly watered, 
the gutter all the way down 
Church Vale had become a 
stream and several schoolchil-
dren had got joyfully wet. 

Coleman supports call 
for better bus service
By Daphne Chamberlain
Barnet councillor Brian Coleman, Deputy Chairman of 
the London Assembly, has come out in support of the 
campaign for a better bus service along the High Road.

Bus stop fix has ‘made it worse’
By David Melsome

A bus stop that was moved 
several yards along the 
High Road is in a worse 
position than it was before, 
claim traders.

The bus shelter and seat-
ing used to be outside Paceys 
Newsagents at 103 High Road 
but Barnet Council moved them 
over the summer to a new site 
outside the Heck of a Wash laun-
derette at 109 High Road.

One of the reasons given for 
the move was that northbound 
263 buses could not pull in to 
the kerb fully, causing obstruc-
tion to traffic behind them. The 
new position is said to give them 
more room to pull in. 

But launderette owner 
Hector Cisneros claims the 
change has made no difference 
to whether buses pull in or not 
and, what’s more, the new posi-
tion is potentially damaging to 
his business. He claims he was 
not properly consulted about the 
bus stop move.

Mr Cisneros said: “The bus 
stop is now obliterating my shop 
front and stopping it being seen 
easily from the road. It made 
much more sense for the stop 
to be outside the newsagents 
where people waiting for a 
bus could pop in to buy snacks 
or a newspaper.”

The owners of the Cochin 
restaurant next door to Heck of 
a Wash are also objecting to the 
new position.

Consultation
Barnet Council said a full 

consultation was carried out at 
the start of the year, when docu-
ments were hand delivered to 
all owners of trading premises 
and notices placed in the local 
press and on site. 

A spokesman said: “Subse-
quent discussions took place 
including a successful meeting 
on site. It was agreed that we 
would seek to relocate the stop 

further northwards and manage 
this with no loss of parking 
facility overall. A letter was 
then delivered to all the trad-
ers in July advising them of the 
new layout. Traffic congestion 
in the area has reduced.”

At the time of going to press, 
however, the road markings 
next to the bus stop had not 
been altered, so cars were still 
able to park across half of the 
bus stop space. 

In a letter dated 24 Sep-
tember to East Finchley Bus 
Watch’s Hazel Burnett, Mr 
Coleman wrote: “I agree that the 
performance of the route 263 
bus has been extremely poor. 
Your suggestion of augmenting 
the 263 with an extended route 
17 is a good one.” 

He added that when, in 
the past, he asked for more 
resources to be diverted to the 
263 route, he was told that the 
level of service was appropriate 
to the existing demand through-
out its route. 

This is what Bus Watch has 

Stubbing out cigarette litter
Free portable ashtrays are to be handed out as part of 
a campaign by Barnet Council to discourage smokers 
from dropping cigarettes in the street.

Working in partnership with 
Keep Britain Tidy, the council 
will promote the message that 
dropping cigarette litter is ille-
gal and can attract a fine of up 
to £80.

Posters depicting a camou-
flaged cigarette and the slogan 
‘However you disguise it, it’s 
still litter’ will appear around 
the borough. The ashtrays will 

be handed out in Barnet’s main 
shopping streets and at Brent 
Cross Shopping Centre.

The campaign comes as 
research commissioned by 
Keep Britain Tidy revealed that 
the level of cigarette litter on 
streets in England had increased 
by 43 per cent since the ban on 
smoking in public places was 
introduced in July.

also been told on several occa-
sions. In fact, it misses the point 
that demand is much higher on 
the part of the route between 
East Finchley station and North 
Finchley, the infamous “solo 
stretch”. It also does not address 
the complaint that anyone trav-
elling beyond Archway has to 
either change buses or use the 
Underground, which is out of 
the question for many people.

Brian Coleman continued: 
“You are quite right to make 
the point that if people are to 
be persuaded to abandon their 
cars and use public transport, it 
is vital that the public transport 
infrastructure is strong and flex-
ible enough to cope. Enabling 
people to travel easily from 
their doctor to the hospital is 
certainly a key consideration, 
which a good bus service would 
undoubtedly provide.” 

One of the points made by 
Bus Watch was that the 263 
serves a hospital at either end 
of its route.

Bus Watch on 
Consultation Database
Hazel Burnett has also 

received another letter from 
London Buses, saying that the 
263 is currently being fully 
reviewed. All suggestions and 
comments, including those for 
route 17 and services in the 
area generally, will be taken 
into consideration.

Bus Watch have accepted 
the invitation to be placed on 
the consultation database for 
London Buses. This means 
they will receive all consulta-
tion documents for Barnet.

Church Vale’s spectacular water-
spout. Photograph courtesy of 
Martin Bronkhorst


