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Family support is
crucial

By Linda Sansom

The sight of a naked toddler rushing across a busy road
with a carving knife in his hand led to the start of a
nation-wide charity that helps to put struggling families

back on their feet, an annual meeting heard.

Speaking at the 10" AGM
of Home-Start Barnet, the
East Finchley based voluntary
organisation that supports fami-
lies throughout the borough,
the charity’s founder Margaret
Harrison, explained how, as a
volunteer in a Leicester com-
munity centre in 1973, she
began chatting to the toddler’s
mother to find that she was
an isolated, exhausted single
parent who had no support,
little money, and didn’t get on
with the neighbours.

Margaret began visiting the
family, and others, and this led
to the realisation that families
having a difficult time needed
someone to care, who could
make the time and effort to
bring a combination of fun
and practical support into their
lives. And so Home-Start was
born, and now has 360 schemes
inthe United Kingdom, with 20
abroad and 40 more countries
waiting to set them up.

“It’s a very real pleasure to
be here,” she told an audience
at the Old Barn Community
Centre in Tarling Road, which
included Barnet’s Mayor, Coun-
cillor Maureen Braun, Council-
lor Lisa Rutter and Councillor
Fiona Bulmer, Barnet’s Cabinet
member for education. “I was
here at your launch and you are
absolutely flourishing. Somany
families and children are ben-
efiting from this scheme.”

Model for other schemes?

The Mayor, who had also
attended the scheme’s anni-
versary dinner in October, said
it was a humbling experience
to have so many wonderful
voluntary organisations in the
borough, but Home-Start was
particularly close to her heart.

She could think of nothing

worse than being cut off from
family and friends, or having
mental health problems or other
stress, and not knowing which
way to go. She added: “A hun-
dred years ago families used to
help out, but do not do that any
more. Home-Start is a wonder-
ful thing, and we in Barnet are
very proud of you.”

Councillor Bulmer said that
as education cabinet member
her work involved responsibil-
ity forunder-18sin the borough
and that she often wondered if
the borough made effective use
of resources and if they were
making a difference, especially
to children. She told Home-
Start, “You are really making
a difference to children’s lives
and we need to find other ways
of replicating your model.”
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The wall came off worse in its argument with a lorry and a rubb/sh
bin. Photograph by John Dearing

Unplanned demolition
of pub wall

By John Dearing
On the afternoon of 13 December, the wall next to the
car park of The Bald Faced Stag was largely demolished.
Alorry was seen to be pulling out of the car park at the
time. It stopped by the lights and then drove off up Fortis
Green, apparently oblivious to what had happened.

It would seem the lorry had turned right out of the car park,
catching and dragging a large rubbish bin with it, on its near
side. The bin then hit the wall and knocked a substantial part of

it down.

Bill Tyler resigns over Bothy dispute

By Daphne Chamberlain
The dispute over the Bothy
has brought about the res-
ignation of Bill Tyler from
his posts of President, Trus-
tee, and planning commit-
tee member of The Finchley
Society.

The Trustees say they
very much regret his resigna-
tion. Insisting that this single
issue should not obscure his
“enormous contribution” to
the society, they describe his
support over many years as
“outstanding”.

A founder member of the
Society when it was formed in
1971, and President since 1992,
Bill Tyler has also been Vice-
president, Chairman, Chair of
the planning committee, and
architectural adviser.

However, when Avenue

House Estate Trust (AHET)
evicted Finchley Arts Centre
Trust (FACT) from the Bothy
amid intense controversy, many
Finchley Society members felt
that he should not at the same
time be President ofthe Society
and Chair of AHET.

Members were deeply
divided in their opinions about
the eviction, and his opponents
accused Mr Tyler of influenc-
ing The Finchley Society not
to take sides.

Although the Society’s
Trustees maintain that he never
attempted to do so, members
called a Special General Meet-
ing in November to thrash the
matter out. After a heated
debate, a “no confidence” vote
in Bill Tyler was won by a
narrow majority.

The Trustees have called on

all members to re-unite in sup-
portof The Finchley Society, to
ensure that it remains a power-
ful force in the community.

Few
drinkers
affected by

law change

Finchley and Golders
Green MP Rudi Vis says
predictions of an increase
in binge drinking following
the introduction of flexible
closing times have failed to
come true.

AYouGovpoll forthe British
Beer & Pub Association found
that 78 per cent of those polled
say they drink about the same
amount as they did before the
introduction of flexible licens-
ing hours. 12 per cent say they
now drink less while three per
cent say they drink more.

Eighty three per cent say the
change in the licensing law has
not changed how often they go
out. Eleven per cent say they
now go outless and four per cent
say they go out more often.

Mr Vis said the results of
the survey showed that many
people felt strongly about the
role of the pub in the community
and that, overall, the change in
the law on opening hours was
having a positive effect.

Dedicated to
Miriam

A screening of new film In
the Shadow of the Moon
raised funds for a char-
ity set up in memory of
Miriam Hyman, who was
killed in the July 7 bomb
attacks.

The film was made by
Miriam’s close friend, Chris
Riley. The Miriam Hyman
Memorial Fund has already
raised £65,000 to support
eye specialists in developing
countries.
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-"" EAST FINCHLEY ELECTRICAL

e® helping you to save money

Did you know that an 11w energy-saving bulb produces
as much light as an ordinary 60w bulb but uses only 18%
as much electricity, and lasts at least 50 times as long?

Full Range Available at affordable prices.
For all your electrical needs in the home,

we turn up on time, guarantee our wor!
and are unbeatable value.

115 High Road London N2
Tel: 020 8444 5630 or email sales@ef-elec.co.uk ]
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VICTORY AUTO SERVICES

Air-Conditioning - Recharge & Servicing

Mechanical repairs, tyres,
bodywork, clutches, exhausts
MOTs by appointment

109 Fortis Green East Finchley London N2 9HR
Tel: 020 8883 9707 / 0023 Fax: 020 8482 9179
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260 East End Road

Nicky Sharp Osteopathy
Registered Osteopaths

Cranial and Structural Osteopathy
and Acupuncture
Most Major Insurers Accepted

For consultations and appointments:
Telephone: 020 8815 9433

www.nickysharposteopathy.co.uk

London N2 8AU

e-mail: info@nickysharposteopathy.co.uk

HEALING

Kathryn Scorza
Registered Spiritual Healer
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For
appointments E"'
in East Finchley

please call

07703 404 839

or email

kathryn@spgrlondon.co.uk
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EXPERTS IN CREATIVE FLORAL DESIGN

Freshest Flowers - Stylish Designs - Great Prices - Same Day Delivery*

No excuses for missing that special occasion!

*orders for same day national deliveries must be made before 1pm

www.josephinesflowers.co.uk

Tel: 020 8444 9569/020 8883 3598

60 High Rd, East Finchley, London N2 9PN




