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Step-free station
is years away

By David Tupman

Tube users will have to wait until at least 2013 for step-
free access to East Finchley station, according to London
Underground, and that would only be scheduled if a posi-
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tive decision were made now in 2008.

Despite a recent large
investment in the Northern
Line under the controversial
Private Finance Initiative, no
lift was incorporated in the
revamped station.

Vigorous representations
have been made to local politi-
cal figures and to Transport for
London about the difficulties
faced by passengers with
mobility problems or with
heavy luggage or pushchairs
in negotiating the 30 steps to
the station platform. Even men
delivering supplies to the staff
quarters above the tracks risk
injury.

Brian Coleman, GLA
assembly member for Barnet,
has taken up the issue of access
on behalf of local resident
Annette Laycock, of ElImhurst
Avenue, a keen reader of THE
ArcHER. Not content with limp
replies from the transport
authority’s customer relations
people, Cllr Coleman went
straight to the tube’s manag-
ing director Tim O’Toole.

In his reply Tim O’Toole
points to planning difficulties
with East Finchley station’s
listed building status and to
current funding priorities,
though he highlights the fact
that Finchley Central willhave a
lift by the summer of 2008.

Add 40 minutes to your

journey

Obviously unaware of local
travel congestion, Mr O’Toole
suggests: “Finchley Central is
nearby and is served by regular
bus services from East Finchley
and the High Street”.

Yes, the message from the
overlord of the Underground
is that if you want step-free
access to the tube, board the
143 bus at East Finchley sta-
tion, which runs every 12
minutes, and alight at Finchley
Central, a journey taking up to
30 minutes.

The message for readers of
THE ARCHER is clear: get active
and tell London Underground
what you really think.
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Fire damaged the workshop and a car. Picture by Paul Dearing

Car workshop damaged in fire

By John Dearing

One person was hurt in a
fire in a car workshop in
King Street that caused
extensive damage.

On 21 April a car being
serviced at H&B Motor Engi-
neers caught fire and burned
fiercely. Despite the efforts

of staff working there, the fire
could not be extinguished. The
Fire Service attended and put
the fire out.

While there was no obvi-
ous damage to surrounding
premises, much of the work-
shop was severely damaged,
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particularly the roof, and the
carinvolved was destroyed. The
owner suffered some burns and
went to hospital for treatment
but fortunately there were no
major injuries. The workshop
was back in business within
days.

Joanna hosts for Spike

Actress Joanna Lumley, one of the patrons of the Spike
Milligan Statue Fund, hosted a small dinner party at the
home of the fund’s chair Barbara Warren.

Seven guests were enter-
tained to lively conversation
and ateadelicious meal cooked
and served by members of the
committee.

Afterwards, Joanna was pre-
sented with a maquette of Spike
Milligan made by the sculptor
of the statue John Somerville.

While at the house in Went-
worth Avenue, N3, Joanna
opened the Copper Kettle
Tea Rooms in Barbara’s dolls’
house by making a short speech
and cutting a miniature ribbon
across the doorway.

The evening raised £820
for the fund to place a bronze
statue of the late comedian and
writer at Avenue House in East
End Road.

Joanna said: “The evening
was just huge funand happiness
from the moment I arrived. It
was great meeting Spike’s
supporters. Fingers crossed

that very soon it will become a
larger-than-life reality.”

The fund still needs to raise
several thousands to meet its
target. Contributions can be
sent to the Secretary, Spike Mil-
ligan Statue Fund, 17 Abbots
Gardens, London N2 0JG.

Longer route for 263?

By Daphne Chamberlain

Transport for London are considering extending the southern end of the 263 bus route
beyond Archway to the Nag’s Head, Holloway. However, they have not proposed any
changes to the long “solo” stretch between East and North Finchley, where the 263 is

the only through bus.

The 263 is one of several
routes being looked at this
year. The consultation period
lasts only until 20 June, so East
Finchley Bus Watch would
like your comments soon.

The group is affiliated to
Bus Watch West Haringey,
whose Chris Barker has been
consulted on local routes.

His reply to TFL was: “We
are disappointed that you
see no need to strengthen
this service (the 263), par-
ticularly between East and
North Finchley where load-
ings are often heavy. We are
pleased with the proposal to
link Highgate station with
Holloway Road but would

Civic Award
winner

Belated congratulations
to Tristan Green, school
keeper at Martin Primary
School, who was one of Bar-
net’s Civic Award winners
earlier this year.

Honoured for his services
to the local community, Tris-
tan was unable to attend the
presentation ceremony at the

Town Hall as it coincided with
the birth of his third child.

260 East End Road

Nicky Sharp
Osteopathy Clinic

Cranial and Structural Osteopathy
and Acupuncture
All Major Insurers Accepted

For consultations and appointments:
Telephone: 020 8815 9433

www.nickysharposteopathy.co.uk

London N2 8AU

e-mail: info@nickysharposteopathy.co.uk

VICTORY AUTO SERVICES

Air-Conditioning - Recharge & Servicing

Mechanical repairs, tyres,
bodywork, clutches, exhausts
MOTs by appointment

109 Fortis Green East Finchley London N2 9HR
Tel: 020 8883 9707 / 0023 Fax: 020 8482 9179

i" EAST FINCHLEY ELECTRICAL

i“' ALWAYS LOWERING PRICES
16" PEDESTAL FANS £16.50
12" DESK FANS £12.50

Also available in chrome and other sizes
NNESE EREE LocALCcouncL
APPROVED CONTRACTOR & RETAILER
For all your electrical needs in the home, KITCHENERROAD ‘
we turn up on time, guarantee our work
and are unbeatable value.
115 High Road London N2
Tel: 020 8444 5630 or email sales@ef-elec.co.uk ™ ]

HUNTINGDON
ROAD

We are here,

QavOY HOH

prefer to see this done by an
extension to North Finchley
of the 17, which would also
help with the East to North
Finchley problem.”

What do you think? Please
send your thoughts to Hazel
Burnett of East Finchley Bus-
watch, and / or THE ARCHER.
Hazel can be contacted on 020

| 8444 6824.

HEALING

Kathryn Scorza

Registered Spiritual Healer

For
appointments E"
in East Finchley
please call

07703 404 839

or email

kathryn@spgrlondon.co.uk

JO

sephines

Mow there's no excuse to miss that special occasion!

20 8444 A565 or 030 8883 3568

www.josephinesflowers.co.uk




