Danger of traffic
lights switch off
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How to hold a street party

Residents of Cherry Tree Road held their inaugural street party on Saturday 10 July.
The road, cleared of cars, decked in bunting and bathed in glorious sunshine, played
host to a variety of activities including a bouncy castle, face painting, limbo dancing
and World Cup table football.

Around 70 people came to
the party and the day was a
resounding success. The sight
of residents of all ages skipping
through a sprinkler in the middle
of the road is an image that will
live in the memory.
As one resident commented:
“An event like this has been a
long time coming.” Another
said: “I’ve been a resident for
10 years and always regretted
that families, many with young
children, were not able to socialise more with one another.”
The event was organised by
a small group of residents and
sponsored by Dan & Decarlo
at 20 High Road.

Pedestrians and drivers will be put in danger if a plan
to remove traffic lights from a major junction in East
Finchley goes ahead, it has been claimed.
The lights at the junction of East End Road and
Ossulton Way are one of three
sets in Barnet that have been
earmarked for removal. The
two other Barnet sites are the
traffic lights at the junction of
East Barnet Road and Margaret Road in New Barnet, and
the pelican crossing at the
junction of Great North Road
and Lyonsdown Road in Totteridge.
Transport for London (TfL)
put forward the proposal after
carrying out a review of 1,003
signals across the capital in a bid
to find those causing unnecessary delays. A total of 145 sites
were identified.

Traffic controls essential

However, some people are
concerned that the Ossulton Way
T-junction is a busy intersection
that needs controls and is the
only place along this stretch of
East End Road where pedestrians can cross in safety.
Mukund Shah has run R S

Dry Cleaners next to the junction for 21 years. He remembers that before the lights were
installed accidents occurred
there frequently.
“One car even pulled out
of Ossulton Way straight into
the house opposite,” he said.
“Since the lights were put in
there have been no problems.
It’s a bad idea to get rid of them.
East End Road is a very fast
road and drivers will not slow
down if there are no lights to
make them do so.”
TfL said it will be discussing the proposals with Barnet
Council and deciding whether
the signals should be removed
altogether or replaced with
alternative measures. There
is no confirmation at this
stage on whether a pedestrian
crossing would be preserved.
In response, a Barnet Council
spokesman said: “The council
is interested in all proposals to
improve traffic movement from
TfL or anywhere else.”

Is the charity of your
choice getting your gift?

Despite charity shops displaying notices asking for goods
to be handed in during opening hours, it is not uncommon
to see bags and other containers left outside overnight
and at weekends.
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Party planning

Police station open for
business

Muswell Hill and Fortis Green police officers are concerned that some members of the public may still not be
aware that their station office, operated by volunteers,
is open to assist the public.

The opening hours are as follows: Monday 10am-6pm; Tuesday
to Friday 10am-2pm. If you are interested in becoming a volunteer,
call 020 8345 2172 or email metvolunteersHaringey@met.police
.uk. The station office address is 115 Fortis Green, N2 9HW.

Reading tutor offers help

Ollie Mellman, one of the
organisers, had some tips for
anyone thinking of running
their own street party:
1) Apply to the council early:
you’ll need a road closure licence
and they may impose some conditions such as insurance;
2) Sound out residents as
the council will want to know
they’ve been consulted;
3) Put an informal committee together and meet in early
spring, preferably over a bottle
of wine;
4) Be aware that a street party
isn’t to everyone’s taste;
5) Don’t overdo the entertainment and leave time for the
residents to get to know each
other;
6) Encourage resident participation by inviting them to
bring a dish or seek out muchneeded raffle prizes;
7) Plan for all weathers!

One
Sunday
morning in July, a
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Eva Polish Deli

AP

Gentlemens Barbers
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Greene Driving School

East Finchley N2
From £17.50 x 2 Hr lessons

Safe driving for life
Low Co2 footprint 114

Eco & Low Maint Tuition
Pass Plus 4 cheaper
Insurance. Greenedriving.co.uk
Call John M.I.M.I
0773 851 4406

brera gardens
 maintenance
 garden design
 hard landscaping
 interior & office
plant displays
 soft landscaping
 East Finchley based

Mob. 07939 557 934
Tel. 020 8365 3615
Email: breragardens1@btinternet.com
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