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Door-to-door recruiters from the Howard League for Penal Reform.

Changing the

system

Sophie Willett explains why a national charity is looking
for local support to create a safer community for us all.
The Howard League for Penal Reform is a national char-
ity that works to create a society with less crime and safer
communities. Too many people come out of prison and
reoffend, there are too many victims of crime and too

much money is spent on a system that doesn’t work.

We work with parliament
and the media, with criminal
justice professionals, students
and members of the public to
achieve meaningful change.
Tobe successful in changing the
criminal justice system we need
torecruitthousands of new sup-
porters who will become part of
ahuge mobilisation programme
to change the attitudes of the
public and the government.
Our door-to-door recruiters
are visiting homes in desig-
nated areas in London with
the aim to recruit thousands
of supporters to our cause.
We ask people to give a regu-
lar donation to the Howard
League and become members
Over the last month we have
been calling at homes in East
Finchley and have engaged
with many residents about our
work. Our door-to-door scheme
allows us to speak to people
about our vital work and, in
turn, we can answer any ques-
tions prospective supporters
may have.

We have had an overwhelm-
ingly positive response from
East Finchley and now have
a high level of support in the
area. You may have seen us
at the East Finchley Festival
and visited our stall, where we
signed up a great many support-
ers and had a chance to talk to
local residents about issues that
affect them.

We may have called at your
house to talk to you about our
work and our commitment to

creating a safer community
where fewer people are vic-
tims of crime. We need more
support to create a mass move-
ment for change. Every voice
counts and we ask you to add
yours. To find out more visit
www.howardleague.org.

Sophie Willett is press
officer for the Howard League
for Penal Reform

Warning
to drivers

We were grateful to receive
this letter from a reader
who wishes to remain
anonymous. Most will
know that it’s illegal to
leave your engine running
when you’re not in the car,
so let this be a warning for
all drivers.

“I'watchedin horroron 3 July
as a man locked up the gate of
the Fuel Lands allotments on the
High Road opposite St Mary’s
Catholic Church, East Finchley.
He left his car running on the
side of the road while he locked
up the gates.

“The next minute, a car
pulled up opposite and the pas-
senger jumped out, crossed the
road and got into the man’s car.
The man turned round, shocked
to see his car disappearing up
the High Road.

“The thief’s colleague, in
their car, did a U-turn and sped
off after the man’s stolen car.
Luckily the registration of the
thieves’ car was taken and a
description of them was given
to police.

“This may have been the act
of opportunists or planned, but
I think people often leave their
car running while they jump out
to post a letter, lock a gate or
whatever. So, be warned.”
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op-up protest
for Old Barn

By Janet Maitland

The Old Barn Action Group held a pop-up photo protest
outside Martin school on 6 July to gather support for
their mission to return the community centre to local
people.

Teenagers stabbed

By Janet Maitland

Two teenagers were taken to hospital with multiple stab
wounds following an attack on the Grange Estate on
Saturday 18 June. Police are appealing for witnesses.

Police were called to the
estate at 10.30pm after a report
thatten young men were attack-
ing another male. One victim,
aged 15, was found on the
junction of Leopold Road and
the High Road, with eight stab
wounds to his buttocks and
back. Police then found another
victim, also 15, at St Pancras
Court. He had been stabbed in
his left leg and buttock.

The injuries were not life
threatening in either case and
the victims have since been dis-
charged from hospital. A third
boy was with the two victims
when they were attacked, but

was not injured.

Four boys have so far been
arrested, three aged 15 and one
aged 14. They are on police bail
while police await the result
of forensic evidence. Police
believe more suspects were
involved in the attack.

“If anyone knows any of
the suspects or saw the inci-
dent, please call us,” said DC
Charlie Pulling, the officer in
charge of the case. Anyone with
any information is asked to call
101 or, if they wish to remain
anonymous, call Crimestoppers
on 0800 555 111, quoting crime
reference number 2414943/11.

The Old Barn has been a
centre for community events
and activities for 25 years,
helping to keep children off the
streets and providing support
for local parents with its pio-
neering out-of-school services.
After a change in management
last year, however, many com-
munity groups moved out and
an after-school club was shut.
The council owns the building
but has not accepted any rent
payments from the new man-
agers as it does not recognise
them as legitimate.

Safe meeting place

for children

The protest was successful,
signing up 100 parents to the
campaign. “The Old Barn is a
local resource that we cannot let
sitidle,” said one parent. “Each
day this saga continues it costs
us all money in lost revenue to
the council, and lost opportuni-
ties for our children.”

“I think it’s vital that the
council act quickly to resolve
this issue before the summer
is over and the evenings get
darker,” said another. “We
need the Old Barn open so our

kids have a safe place to gather
rather than hanging around on
the streets.”

Solution needed soon

The action group has been
campaigning for the manage-
ment committee to recom-
mence community services
in the building, or to leave.
Ninety-four local people
applied to become members of
the Old Barn earlier this year,
but the committee refused to
accept their applications.

“We’re very concerned
at the time it’s taking for the
council to resolve this issue,”
said Will Hudson, leader of the
action group. “Groups who’ve
expressed an interest inmoving
tothe Old Barn could look else-
where if they’re delayed too
long. We’ve just had a meeting
with Community Barnet, who
will submit a complaint to the
Charity Commission about the
failure of the new management
to provide services or accept
new members.”

To help the action group,
contact Will Hudson on 07870
647 284 or email him at endof
strife@hotmail.co.uk.
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“" East Finchley Methodist Church
197 High Rd (opposite Creighton Avenue)

Wednesdays 9.30am, 5pm and 7pm

Telephone Natalie on 07889 252548
for all enquiries

0844 897 8000 —
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Slimming World
East Finchley
can be found at:-
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Cree Godfrey Wood

Solicitors
Commissioners for Oaths
Hours: 9.30am to 5.30pm.

dwood.co.nk

email:adnin@ereegodfrey
28 High Road, London N2 9P]
‘Tel: 020 8883 9414 / 9496 0989

www.creegodfreyandwood.co.uk

% brera gardens

e garden design

e hard landscaping
e soft landscaping
e indoor plants
Mob. 07939 557 934

e maintenance
e irrigation systems
e East Finchley based

Tel. 020 8365 3615

Email: breragardens1@btinternet.com

Greene Driving School
East Finchley N2
From £17.50 x 2 Hr lessons
Safe driving for life
Low Co2 footprint 114
Eco & Low Maint Tuition
Pass Plus 4 cheaper
Insurance. Greenedriving.co.uk
Call John m.mu
0773 851 4406

SUZANNA ADAMS

MCFHP/MAFHP
MEMBER of CHIROPODY ASSOCIATION

Toenail Maintenance
Fungal Infection/Veruca

FOOT CARE

Treatment of Ingrown Toenail
Athletes Foot

Callus/Corn Removal

HOME VISITS

02081664599
adams.footcare@gmail.com

07789716633




