z2

THE ARCHER - www.the-archer.co.uk

7

NOVEMBER 2011

Residents braced for
impact of new flats

By Nick Young

“A village of colourful character, fine restaurants and
modern convenience. Step into a cosmopolitan new life-
style that exudes the finer qualities of luxurious living
- N2 London has it all.” So runs the opening line on an
international estate agency’s website extolling the virtues
of East Finchley in general, and the flats in the new prop-
erty development on Lankaster Gardens in particular.

The development is called
Archer Gardens, named after
the landmark statue on the Tube
station. Building work started in
November 2009 and was com-
pleted in August of this year, at
a total cost of £26million.

Archer Gardens is a modern-
looking apartment block that
consists of 105 residential spaces,
including 32 general need units,
20 shared ownership flats and
53 properties for outright sale,
of which three had been sold at
time of going to press. Secure
underground parking, one place
per flat, is provided.

Addressing local issues

Local residents’ concerns
about the building process
have been taken into account.
For instance, the new develop-
mentis no higher than the exist-
ing houses, answering concerns
raised by residents during the
planning permission stage.
“We were concerned about
the height but they reduced
it when we all complained,”
explained Lankaster Gardens
resident Jessica Wyman.

Concernsaboutthe impacton

the local infrastructure and how
Barnet Council will respond
continue tobe expressed. “We’re
wondering what will happen
when they’re all sold,” said
John Lucas, also of Lankaster
Gardens. “What will Council
do about the schools? There’s
huge pressure on school places
in this area already.”

During the consultation
period, residents of Lankaster
Gardens and Chambers Gar-
dens expressed concerns about
the impact on their streets of
increased traffic and further
pressure on street parking.

Thoseanxietiesarestillkeenly
felt, but it would seem that the full
impactofthenew developmenton
East Finchley will only become
apparent once most or all of the
flats are occupied.

The organisation behind the
development is One Housing
Group (OHG),ahousingassocia-
tionthatreceives funding fromthe
Governmenttoprovideaffordable
housing. OHG hasbeenresponsi-
bleformanyrecentdevelopments
in Greater London and the Home
Counties.

Ready for residents: the new flats in Archer Gardens.
Photo by John Lawrence.
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Underground artist Michael Haynes with his work

Underground artist
brightens things up

By Diana Cormack

Did you know that London Underground has managers in charge of station ambi-
ence? The one tasked with brightening up East Finchley tube station certainly knows
his stuff, and his staff. He suggested that station worker Michael Haynes should put
some of his pencil drawings on display.

The first two entitled “The
Archer” and “Platform 2” went
up in the ticket hall in early
October and have proved to be
agreatsuccess. “The customers
love them,” Michael told TwHE
ArchEr. “They want to know
when prints are going to be
on sale.”

Michael, who was born
in East Finchley and lives in
Muswell Hill, has loved paint-
ing all his life and studied art
and graphic design at Barnet
College and Hertford Regional
College. Last year his pencil
and crayon picture of the gar-
densat Finchley Central station
won first prize in an art com-
petition. He has been featured
in the LU company magazine

and has had much positive
feedback from colleagues
along with great support from
his wife. There are plans to put
up more of his work in the sta-
tion entrance.

Artist and illustrator
Michael is hoping to hold

an exhibition featuring in
particular his many colourful
abstracts, but has yet to find a
suitable venue. Pop into the sta-
tion to take a look or, for more
information about his work for
sale or on commission, visit
www.michaelhaynesart.com.

Christmas art and

craft fair

Local artists and craftspeople will be exhibiting their
work at a new event this month. The Wren Academy
in North Finchley, established only four years ago and
already rated ‘outstanding’ by Ofsted, is hosting its first
Christmas fair, and is continuing its commitment to the
local community by joining with members of the East

“Too small for a big Accountant?”
“Then you are just right for us.”

TaxAssist Accountants were set up
specifically to support small businesses
and individuals in all accountancy and tax matters.

For a FREE initial meeting,
call us on 020 8883 5258
or visit us at

Midhurst Butchers

Certified organic meat
at reasonable prices
Free-range poultry

Home-made sausages
(including Boerwors)

2 Midhurst Parade,

Fortis Green, London N10
Tel. 020 8883 5303

209 High Road, East Finchley

‘The Small Business Champions’
TaxAssist Accountants is a national network of small business accountants

Human Resource Solutions Plus

Helping you to manage, train
and develop your employees
at a commercially sensible cost.

HRSP

Richard Pell:info@hrsp.net e« PO Box 27013, London, N2 0WX

TELEPHONE FAULTS REPAIRED
50% CHEAPER THAN BT * the POST OFFICE * TALK TALK etc

HOME * OFFICE * FACTORY
LINES * EXTENSIONS * EQUIPMENT - TESTED & REPAIRED

Call RON COLLINS 0208 883 9325 * 07748 278728
email: roncallsaver@yahoo.co.uk
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Bentle, dymamed and effectnne
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W flonahunlock.cam.,

FREE zomin coaulatalbon

Ph 07795203107

Fiona Hurlock mas mess plass

Finchley Open Studios group of artists.

The work on show will
include fine art, ceramics,
textiles, and sculpture, and
offers a chance to browse and
shop for unique works of art
at affordable prices. With hot
mulled wine and home-made
mince pies, not to mention a
raffle for an iPhone4S, this
promises to be a colourful and

welcoming event, and a great
start to the festive season. All
funds raised will go towards
helping the school buy a new
minibus.

The fair takes place on
Sunday 27 November from
12.30-4.30pm at the Acad-
emy in Hilton Avenue, North
Finchley, N12 9HB.
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Back Pain

Neck Pain
Whiplash Injury
Sciatica

Sports Injury
Frozen Shoulder
Arthritis

Tennis Elbow
Sprain or Strain
Rehabilitation
Neurological
Stroke

’Wendy Longworth &
Associates physiotherapy
practice offers a variety
of treatments at the
clinic, or off-site, in
patients homes,

nursing homes,

private hospitals

nd other

ganisations.

.eastfinchleyclinic.co.uk

20 8883 5888

-3 Bedford Mews Bedford Road London N2 9DF



