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School offers prove need
for more choice, say
campaigners

Could you live on
£1 a day?

Here, local resident Esther Grieder explains why she
will be living on £1 a day for five days this month.

By Cathy Halstead

The team behind the campaign to set up a new free school, The Archer Academy,
claims this year’s first round of offers of secondary school places provides further
evidence of the need for a wider choice of schools in Barnet.

According to Barnet Council’s figures, 36.5% of children
weren’t offered a place at their
first choice school, with 6.6%,
a total of 223 children, being
allocated to a school that they
hadn’t even named on their
application form.
Local Schools for Local
Children spokesperson Avis
Johns said: “I’ve lost count of
the number of people who have
told me that even the first choice
on their form isn’t their school
of choice at all.
“Parents are being forced to
put faith schools, or single sex
schools, on their application
forms, because there aren’t
any other realistic options. All
they want is a good, mixed-sex,
non-denominational school that
their children can go up to with
their friends.”

Expansion

Barnet Council has recognised the need for more secondary places in the borough, and is
working to find solutions, such

as expanding well-regarded
schools. The Compton, Christ’s
College and Copthall schools
are scheduled to expand from
September 2013, providing 90
extra places.
But in a report at the end of
last year, the council’s Scrutiny
Panel stated that the projected
shortfall in secondary places will
rise to around 720 by 2020/21.
So a wide range of solutions, in
addition to the planned expansion, will need to be found if that
demand is to be met.
Avis explained: “We know
that The Archer Academy
alone isn’t enough to address
the long-term issues around
secondary education in Barnet
but it would significantly widen
choice for local parents, and help
avoid the disappointment that
hundreds of families experience on offers day.”
STOP PRESS: As we went
to press, the team were notified
that they have got through to the
interview stage and they will be
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seeing the Department for Education on 28 May. A beaming
Avis said: “We’re absolutely
ecstatic to be called for interview
and are really looking forward to
putting our case to the DfE. We
need support like never before
and we need parents to register
that support at www.thearchera
cademy.org.uk before 20 May,
so the DfE can be in no doubt
about the strength of local feeling for our school.” The team
can be contacted by email at
localschools@live.co.uk.
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Certified organic meat
at reasonable prices
Free-range poultry
Home-made sausages
(including Boerwors)
������������������
������������������������

TaxAssist Accountants
Small Business Specialists


Free Initial Meeting

Fixed Fees payable monthly

Annual Accounts

Company and Personal Tax

Payroll and VAT
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Fruit & Vegetables Fresh Daily
Organic Produce
Daily Newspapers
Continental Grocers
Off-Licence
Ask for local deliveries

46 High Road N2 9PJ
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