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Shoes, Trainers, Sandals, Bags and Luggage

1 Manor Park Rd. N2, behind 88 Church Lane, opposite Trinity Church

Tel:  07956 329 150 Open 12-7pm

John’s Shoe Repairs

Complete Repair Service by a craftsman
Same day if required

Key Cutting

www.securebase.co.uk

0800 279 0792
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CCTV

www.securebase.co.uk

112 High Rd East Finchley London N2

Est 1988

020 8442 0660

COLIN SCLARE  
S a l e s & L e t t i n g s

119a East End Road, East Finchley, London, N2 0SZ

Competitive fees: 6% Letting fee 1% Sales fee ( plus vat)

Contact us on
020 8444 3351   www.colinsclare.co.uk   sales@colinsclare.co.uk

We require all types of property
for Sale and Letting,  so please call us

for a free market appraisal and discussion.

but more importantly,
a quality service to you!

STEWART DUNCAN opticians

126 High Road,
East Finchley, London, N2 9ED

tel. no: 020 8883 2020

SINCE 1962

���EYE EXAMINATIONS

���CONTACT LENSES

���DESIGNER EYEWEAR

���LATE NIGHT

���DYSLEXIA CLINIC

���DVLA APPROVED

Wash day blues… 
and blessings
By Sheila Armstrong 
Are launderettes a dying breed? Well certainly not in 
East Finchley, as testified by A Heck of a Wash on the 
High Road, where there is more going on than just socks 
and soap powder.

Since January, Fortismere 
School sixth form student Lydia 
Francis has been working on 
an in-depth video project at 
the launderette as part of her 
A-level in photography.

A real community
Lydia decided to study the 

launderette in detail because she 
remembers it so well from her 

childhood. “It’s always been 
there and the video shop used 
to be next door,” she told The 
Archer. “What makes a project 
like this so interesting is talk-
ing to people and hearing their 
stories.  You have no idea what 
will come up.

“When I first went in there 
I met a film producer, a script 

writer and our local road sweep-
ers. Patience and listening skills 
are needed when you go to 
photograph in any new place.”

She describes the launder-
ette as a community within 
a community: a social centre 
used by a great variety of local 
people. Even tea and biscuits 
are sometimes on offer there.

As many people will know, 
Margaret Cartwright does the 
service washes and extends 
a warm welcome to one and 
all. Margaret grew up in East 
Finchley and still lives here. 
She remembers the first bananas 
going on sale after the war and 
playing in the streets in those 
relatively traffic-free days.

Inspiration 
Lydia uses a Nikon D90, 

SLR digital camera. The great 
photographers Henri Cartier 

Bresson and Diane Arbus, to 
name but two, have inspired her, 
and she admires Louis Theroux 
for his interviewing skills and 
genuine interest in those he 
meets on his TV programme. 

She has done another photog-

raphy /video project at Spring-
field Retirement Home and also 
one at Mulberry Court retire-
ment flats on the High Road. You 
can see some of Lydia’s diverse 
work on her website http://lydi-
afrancis.weebly.com

A selection of photos from Lydia Francis’s study of A Heck of a Wash
launderette.

New library 
opening 
hours
From this month, East 
Finchley library will be 
closed on Tuesdays instead 
of Mondays.

Seen and 
heard
Sharp eyed people looking 
for clues in the gripping 
ITV detect ive  series 
Broadchurch may well 
have spotted a familiar face 
in the town’s newspaper 
office. The editor of the 
Broadchurch Echo, which is 
reporting on the mysterious 
death of a local boy, is 
played by Carolyn Pickles.

A long term resident of 
Bedford Road, Carolyn has 
acted in numerous film, radio, 
theatre and television produc-
tions, being perhaps particularly 
remembered for her roles in 
Bluebell and The Bill.


