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How our High Road
parking could change

By Diana Cormack

Barnet Council has responded to views put forward by local traders at a meeting
held in May with Dean Cohen, Cabinet Minister for the Environment (7HE ARCHER,
June 2013). The meeting was organised by fishmonger Peter Barnett to air problems
caused by parking restrictions along the High Road and Fortis Green.

As a result, the following
measures have been proposed
for East Finchley as part of
the town centre and shopping
parade parking review:

1. To introduce credit and
debit card Pay and Display
machines as an alternative to
Pay by Phone.

2. To convert some exist-
ing short-term Pay by Phone
parking bays south of Fortis
Green to medium-term (up to
four hours). This would enable
cinema goers to see acomplete
programme at the Phoenix.

3. To allow 15-minute
free parking in loading bays
in off-peak periods. Existing
short-stay Pay by Phone bays
along the High Road would
be replaced with new loading
bays.

4. To limit blue badge
holder parking within existing
Pay by Phone parking bays to
one hour.

5. Toinvestigate the feasibil-
ity of relocating the southbound
bus stop from outside 104—112
High Road (near Poseidon) to
provide a loading bay of equal
length. The loading bay outside
130/134 High Road (Madden’s)
would be removed to allow for

therelocation of the southbound
bus stop.

The traders now have the
chance to respond to these
proposals, with such things as
the tariff'still being worked on.

Mr Barnett told THE
ARrcHER: “This is pretty much
what we were asking for. We’d
like to have seen more free
parking but it’s better than
none atall. There are still more
negotiations to come, butit’sa
stepintheright direction. Even
if they only did this, it’s a lot
better than it is now.”

To see a large version of
the proposed plans, pop into
A Scott and Son Fishmongers
at 94 High Road, where it is
displayed on the wall.

W

Crowds flock to Cherry Tree Wood. Photo by Mike Coles

Festival 1s back
with a bang!

Turn to pages 6 and 7 our photo special

Delivering

THE ARCHER

Could you help distribute
The Archer once a month?
We are looking for a vol-
unteer with their own car
who could drop copies of
the paper to some of our
deliverers in the East End
Road area.

The drops would take no
more than 30 minutes each
month. If you can help, please
email us atthe-archer@lineone.
net or leave a message on our
free phone line 0800 612 0748.
Thank you.

m
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Estate Agents — Valuers - Residential Sales — Lettings -Management — Cyprus Properties
40 High Road East Finchley London N2 9PJ  Tel: 020 8883 9090 Fax: 020 8883 8580
Email: enquiries@primelocations.co.uk Website: www.primelocations.co.uk

Call us for a Free Valuation. Family Business you can Trust.

.......................... The Right Choice

: 82 High Road
PRICKETT! East Finchley
&ELLIS !5 N2 9PN
y -4 020 8883 0033

highroadn2@prickettandellis.com

| Estate Agents and Valuers .Established 1767 |

VICTORY AUTO SERVICES

Air-Conditioning - Recharge & Servicing

Mechanical repairs, tyres,
bodywork, clutches, exhausts
MOTs by appointment

109 Fortis Green East Finchley London N2 9HR
Tel: 020 8883 9707 / 0023 Fax: 020 8482 9179

(j Everything Electrical Ltd

For all your electrical needs
www.everything-electrical.com
38 High Road, East Finchley, London, N2 9PJ Tel: 020 844 7994
For a friendly and reliable service call us FREE on 0800 279 3463
Authorised stockist |[ALL DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL
of Roberts Radios 'WORK UNDETAKEN BY QUALIFIED
ELECTRICIANS AND WITH OVER
18 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE
COMMUNITY.
Loui Doukaki - Director

PART P

l o
TRUST
III:EII: M MARK

EEPROIL

| |
|| EIE
ponernt /"

IETTRAIR OO

e Visit your community newspaper on-line at www.the-archer.co.uk -




-

2

JULY 2013 THE ARCHER - www.the-archer.co.uk
THeE ARCHER USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

PO Box 3699, London N2 2DE

www.the-archer.co.uk Email: the-archer@lineone.net
@TheArcherN2 B# www.facebook.com/TheArcherN2

Voicemail (messages only) 0800 612 0748 for editorial and general

enquiries or 0800 612 4027 for Advertising enquiries only

Published by Editorial Team Finance &
East Finchley Newspapers Diana Cormack Advertising
Copy Editor Daphne Chamberlain John Dearing
John Lawrence Sub Editors Distribution
Production Editor Ann Bronkhorst Toni Morgan
Alison Roberts Jeff Robson Rose Molloy

Pam K .
Picture Editor Al Printed By
Mike Coles Sharman & Co Ltd

Thank you to The Bald Faced Stag for providing us with a meeting place.
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East Finchley
network for all

The East Finchley Altogether Better project (EFAB) is a
new initiative designed to connectlocal people, groups, pro-
grammes and the businesses and services in the community.

Local people of all ages can
come together to discuss what
they are doing now and what
they would like to change or
improve. EFAB aims to con-
nect neighbours with similar
interests and to provide positive
opportunities to explore what
the community could be.

To hear what might be
achieved by pooling knowledge
and taking the scheme forward,
people who live or work in East
Finchley are invited to turn up to
EFAB’sfirstone-day conference
on Thursday4 July, from 10amto
3pmat Shree Aden Depala Mitra
Mandal Community Centre, 67a
Church Lane, N2 8DR. Guests
can bring friends, family, neigh-
bours and colleagues.

This will be a proactive
event. There will be some pres-
entations with opportunities to

circulate, to explore a variety
of topics in groups and to share
ideas with otherresidents, local
businesses, and organisations.
Refreshments will be provided.

This initiative is a com-
munity-led project which has
the support of a wide range
of organisations, including
CommunityBarnet, Finchley
Charities, Barnet Council,
Barnet Clinical Commission-
ing Group and Barnet Older
People’s Assembly.

Feel free to attend, or if you
wish to register an interest, get
in touch with Roger Chapman,
Peter Cragg, Asmina Rem-
tulla and Shirley Rodwell via
eastfinchleyaltogetherbetter@
gmail.com or write to: Stephen
Craker, c/o Finchley Memo-
rial Hospital, Granville Road,
Finchley, N12 0JE.

I Councils Hospitals
Barnet Council: Barnet General 0845111 4000
Admin/Town Hall 020 8359 2000 Coppetts Wood 020 8883 9792
Council Tax 020 8359 2608 Finchley Memorial 020 8349 7500
I Recycling & refuse 020 8359 4600 Oak Lane Clinic 020 8349 7000
| Primary Care Trust 020 8201 4700 Royal Free 020 7794 0500
I Benefits Agency 020 8258 6500 St Luke’s 020 8219 1800
| Employment Service 020 8258 3900 Whittington 0207272 3070
| Haringey Council 020 8489 0000 Health Advice
| Leisure AIDSline 020 8363 2141
| Alexandra Palace 020 8365 2121 Alcoholics Anonymous 0845 7697555
I East Finchley Library 020 8359 3815 Barndoc 0300 033 3777
I Muswell Hill 0Odeon 0870 505 0007 Barnet MENCAP 020 8203 6688
Phoenix Cinema 020 8444 6789 Cancer Support 020 8202 2211
| Warner Cinema 020 8446 9933 Drinkline 0800 917 8282
| Transport Drugs Helpline 0800 776600
I Nat. Rail Enquiries 0845 7484950 ml-ll\;DDirect 852582575700
I cityairport 020 7646 0088
I LlondonTransport 0207222 1234 0APs’ Advice
| National Express 08705 808080 Age UK 020 820 35040
I Heathrow Airport 0870000 0123 Contact (N2) 020 8432 1415

Squat closed down in
Leslie Road

By Janet Maitland

A squat in Leslie Road has been closed down by the
Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT). Police went to the
address on 23 May accompanied by Environmental

L---------------------

Health Officers.

“We quickly established
that the venue was being used
as a squat and that the squatters
had bypassed the electric box,”
said Sergeant Matt Clee. “We
arrested six Romanian men on
suspicion of abstracting elec-
tricity and squatting. I managed
to get hold of the owner who
agreed to let the local authority
board up the property.”

The squatters were released
and told not to return to the
venue to collect their belong-
ings unless they were under
police supervision.

For the last few months
a group of people working
in pairs has been seen going
through bins in East Finchley
collecting discarded household
items, cardboard and other

unwanted rubbish. The squat-
ters are believed to be the same
group. “Hopefully nowwe have
closed this squatdown, they will
move out of the borough,” said
Sergeant Clee.

Crime

Emergency 999

Barnet Police 101
CrimeStoppers 0800 555111
Victim Support 0845303 0900
East Finchley Safer

Neighbourhood Team 020 7161 9014
Help & Advice

Advice Barnet Project 0844 826 9336
CAB Money Advice 020 8201 7727
Carers’ Line 020 8343 9698
Childline 0800 1111

Disability Info Service 020 8446 6935

Gingerbread 020 8445 4227
National Debt Line 0808 808 4000
NSPCC 0800 800500

Rape & Sexual Abuse 020 8683 3300
Relate 020 8447 8101
RSPCA Inspector 0300 1234 999
RSPCA animal clinic 020 8365 3910
Samaritans 08457 909090
Refuge Crisis Line 0870 599 5443

Beware
slimming
supplements!

An Archer reader has con-
tacted us with a disturb-
ing warning. She recently
bought a widely adver-
tised slimming supplement
online, but thankfully had
second thoughts before
actually taking any of it.
When she consulted her
local pharmacist, she was

Do you have a
story for us?

You can send your stories and
photos to the-archer@lineone.
net or by post to the address top
left. Tweet us @TheArcherN2
and find us on Facebook. You
can also find out more about
contributing and advertising at
www.the-archer.co.uk

told not even to think about
trying it. Like other similar
supplements, it had not been
fully tested and evaluated, and
for someone like herself with
medical problems the side-
effects could have been very
serious. Even people without
problems could be risking their
health by taking untested sup-
plements.

Barnet Council

48 Bancroft Avenue, N2
Single-storey rear extension.

26 Beresford Road, N2

Roof extension, including hip to
gable, three roof lights, and rear
window with Juliet balcony, to
facilitate loft conversion.

41 Brim Hill, N2

Partial demolition of rear projec-
tion. New single-storey side exten-
sion. Replacement of garage door
with timber doors.

110 Brim Hill, N2

Roof extension, including front
and rear dormer windows and
removal of Juliet balcony, to facili-
tate loft conversion. Single-storey
side and rear extension.

24A Chandos Road, N2
Single-storey rear extension.

28 Church Lane, N2. Ground
floor rear flat.

Change of use from A1 (Com-
mercial) to C3 (Residential): one
self-contained unit.

222 Creighton Avenue, N2.
Single-storey rear extension
with proposed depth of six

Planning Applications

metres and maximum height of
3.6 metres.

42 Hamilton Road, N2
Single-storey rear extension.

119 High Road. N2

Partial change of use of rear room
to therapy room (Class D1).

238 High Road, N2
Amendment to previously
approved application for three-
storey building, to accommodate
eight self-contained flats and a
ground-floor commercial unit,
plus eight car parking spaces,
cycle storage, and associated
hard and softlandscape. Amend-
ment to include additional roof
level window to side elevation.
52 Huntingdon Road, N2
Single-storey side/rear conserva-
tory.

13 Vivian Way, N2

Conversion of garage into habit-
able room. Replacement of win-
dows and doors. New front door.
Haringey Council

1 Alexandra Mews, N2

Two rear dormers and one side
roof light.

Grass verge outside Manor
Court, Aylmer Road, N2

New 12.5 m. street furniture tel-
ecommunications towertoreplace
existing one, and three additional
equipment cabinets.

1 Church Vale, N2

Certificate of Lawfulness for
rear dormer, new front and rear
roof lights and rear ground floor
extension.

21 Church Vale, N2

Removal of boiler house at rear
ground floor level, and new rear
ground and first-floor extensions.
124 Creighton Avenue, N2
Reversion from two flats to single
dwelling, with rear ground-floor
extension and elevation alteration.
13 Fortismere Avenue, N10
Certificate of Lawfulness for rear
ground-floor extension.

3 Lauradale Road, N2
Certificate of Lawfulness for roof
extension and rear dormer, with
four front roof lights and new
window to side elevation.

19 Lynmouth Road, N2
Rearsingle-storey infill extension.

B5c (Hons) Ost Med

52 Twyford Avenue
Fortis Green
London N2 9NL

020 8815 0979
07956 213 759

wiww. robinkiashek.co.uk

ROBIN KIASHEK |

OSTEOPATHY in Fortis Green

including the Perrin Technique for Chronic Fatigue
Syndrome/ME, (Western Medical) Acupuncture

o o o i Y Ly,
o8 A N
1T

o Lessons*

azz, blues, classical, rock

eory, keyboard harmony, improvisation,
, arranging, song-writing, GCSE & A level music

rew-Edwards LTCL GTCL PGCE (music), crs checked
edwards@gmail.com

020-8444 0655
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Promise to rebuild
community centre
destroyed by arson

By Janet Maitland

Barnet Council has promised to rebuild the Somali Brava-
nese Community Centre in Muswell Hill which was burnt
to the ground in the early hours of Wednesday 5 June.
Police have confirmed that the fire was started deliberately.

THE ARCHER - ww

“I'have no intention of leav-
ing a hateful scar on the land-
scape,” said Richard Cornelius,
leader of the council.

The letters EDL, the initials
of the far right group the English
Defence League, were found
daubed on a wall in the remains
of the building. Officers from the
Counter Terrorism Command are
leadingtheinvestigation. Tommy
Robinson, the leader of the EDL,
has denied responsibility.

Community resource

Local people have been
deeply shocked and disturbed
by the attack. “It was such a
warm and welcoming com-
munity resource, not only for
the Somali community but for
others too,” said Rachel Abedi.
“Its destruction affects the
whole community.”

The centre has received
widespread support from com-
munity groups, politicians,
unions and religious organi-
sations. “We were always
welcomed there and made
many friendships,” said Rabbi
Jonathan Wittenberg. “Across
all Jewish communities there’s
a very strong wish to support
the centre in any way we can.”

London-wide support

Hundreds of people from
all over London came to a vigil
outside the burnt-out building
organised by Unite Against Fas-

cismshortly after the fire. “This
shows that we are not divided,”
said Abubakar Ali, the centre’s
chairman. “We are all together.
There is no difference between
any religions. We are all one
community.”

The investigation has been
hampered by the discovery
of asbestos in the ruins, but
police have continued to gather
forensic evidence alongside
information from individuals
and CCTYV footage.

Barnet Borough Com-
mander Adrian Usher spoke
out against media coverage of
the fire. “To discuss whether or
not this is part of a wider debate
on immigration is completely
missing the point,” he said.
“This is not a debate, it is a
crime. If you know anything at
all about what happened here,
thenplease getintouch withme,
evenifit’sarumour. It seems to
me that the phrase ‘All that is
necessary for evil to succeed is
for good people to do nothing’
is true in this case.”

Ifyou have any information
call the incident room on 020
7230 2299 or ring Crimestop-
pers on 0800 555 111 if you
want to remain anonymous.
Police are particularly keen
to find out whether the letters
EDL were seen on the building
before the fire.

Arson attack:

Library is

haven for Somalis

The mums and babies meet up at the Clissold Arms

Network for new mums... and
their babes in arms

By Nick Young

Antenatal care for expectant mothers is widespread and prevalent, but what support
is there after the baby has arrived?

Elise Mendelle and Gemma
Frenchman are two expe-
rienced mums who asked
themselves that question. To
seek answers, they started their
own support group, which has
become Nurturing Mums, a
six-week course based at the
Clissold Arms in Fortis Green
aimed at addressing the con-
cerns and needs of new mums
in north London.

“We were both exposed toan
abundance of antenatal support
during our pregnancies,” they
explained. “However, once our
first babies were born, we felt
alone and left entirely to our
own devices.”

The course includes guest
speakers, a professional pho-
tographer and an ‘indulgent
pamper morning’. The main
focus, though, is to offer new

mums a non-judgemental and
supportive environment where
they can share their experiences
and make friends.

“We set up our first group in
November and had fourmums,”
said Canada-born Elise, a chi-
ropractor and culture blogger
based in North Finchley. “Most
of them came to us through
Netmums, an online parenting
website with local classifieds.
Our nextcourse was in January,

and we were fully booked with
10 mums. We are currently run-
ning our fourth group and are
looking to start running them
more often and in different
areas.”

Elise and Gemma says the
Clissold is a nice open space
that is baby-friendly and where
mums can breastfeed if they
like. For further information,
see the website: www.nurtur-

East Finchley Library is being used by members of
the Somali Bravanese community made homeless by
the arson attack as a temporary office space until their

centre is rebuilt.

Barnet Council has offered
representatives ofthe community
wide-ranging use of the library
after Spmonweekdays, Saturday
afternoon and all day Sunday.

Cllr Robert Rams, cabinet
member for customer access and
partnerships, said: “After the hei-
nous attack we’vereceived many
offers of support from residents,
businesses and other faith groups.
We’veevaluatedthe offersand feel
that a temporary solution at East
Finchley Libraryisthe bestoption.
“I’m delighted at the way every-

one has pulled together in the face
of such a cowardly crime and that
ourofferofatemporarynew home
will secure the centre’s future
in the heart of the community.”
Abubakar Ali, chairman of the
Bravanese Centre, said: “We’re
very grateful to Barnet Council
for the temporary support of an
administrative office and meet-
ing rooms, and to local schools
and communities who have
stepped up to host our after-
school and weekend learning
activities.”

KF COMPUTERS AND IMAGING

93 High Road, East Finchley, N2 BAG .
www.KF-Computers.com [ www.LondonMobilePhone.co.uk
* LAPTOP/PC REPAIRS/SALES

e MOBILE PHONE REPAIR/UNLOCKING ™o &%,
« WEBSITE DESIGNING
* WEDDING VIDEOS & PHOTOS £499 ONLY

*s STUDIO PHOTOSHOOT
* PHOTO PRINTING 6IDPHOTOS £4.99 ONLY

YW 02088159898

FREE CHECKUP

ES99 OMLY

E49 OMLY

Dissolving the blocks
to self healing

HYPNOTHERAPY
SOUL THERAPY
SPIRITUAL HEALING

ingmumsuk.com

Going Abroad?

We provide vaccinations, Malaria medication,

and Travel Advice for your destination

CW Andrew Pharmacy

32 High Road N2 Tel: 020 8883 1559
Opposite East Finchley Underground

Nicky Sharp
Osteopathy Clinic

Cranial and Structural Osteopathy
and Acupuncture
All Major Insurers Accepted

For consultations and appointments:
Telephone: 020 8815 9433

260 East End Road
London N2 8AU

www.nickysharposteopathy.co.uk

e-mail: info@nickysharposteopathy.co.uk

Josephines

EXPERTS IN CREATIVE FLORAL DESIGN

For the freshest flowers around

Tel: 020 8444 9569/020 8883 3598

Pop in and choose from the largest selection in t =Y
No excuses - to miss that special occasion /
60 High Rd, East Firi€hley London N2 9PN

www.josephinesflowers.couk
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Sippy Azizollah with (from left) Barbara Bus Fund Co-ordinator
Julia Pryor, volunteer driver John Jones and Bob Blackman (MP
for Harrow East). Photo courtesy of Julia Pryor

Transport charity

needs drivers

By Daphne Chamberlain

The Barbara Bus Fund is appealing for reliable and
friendly volunteer drivers. Who was Barbara, why does
she have buses named after her, and why are they so
important? Firstly, they are not actual buses, but vehi-
cles adapted for wheelchair users. Barbara Werndly was
disabled by polio and a long term patient at the Royal
National Orthopaedic Hospital in Stanmore. Supported
by friends, family and hospital staff, she raised enough
money to get the first ‘bus’ on the road. That was in 1969.
Now there are nine vehicles at Stanmore, with others in
Wales, Stoke Mandeville and Yorkshire, all run by the

Barbara Bus Fund.

New lease of life

East Finchley’s Sippy Azi-
zollah has used the service for
about 10 years. She told The
Archer: “They have been a
new lease of life for me, as |
love to go to meetings, meals,
quizzes and, best of all, days
at the seaside. [ have two close
friends who are also wheelchair
users, and we do many trips
together in one of the large
buses. The co-ordinators do
a fantastic job organising all
the trips. The drivers are great,
and all of'us enjoy the chats we
have on the way to and from
our destinations.”

As Sippy says, those des-
tinations are often local, but
journeys can be longer. The

point is to enable disabled
people to get out whenever
they want to.

Vehicles are available to
people who have a friend or
relative to drive them, with
no charge except the cost of
the fuel and a donation to the
Fund, but there is also a small
group of volunteer drivers to
call upon. Passengers using
a volunteer driver just pay a
small mileage charge.

So if you enjoy driving and
meeting new people, why not
givethe Fundacallon 0208416
0733 or visit the website www.
barbarabus.com, and if you
are a wheelchair user needing
help with transport, do give the
Fund a try.

End of an era at Christ’s College

By Ann Bronkhorst

Gary Tucker, head of Christ’s College Finchley, retires this summer after nearly ten
years in post. His teaching career began there in 1980, making him one of a diminish-
ing breed: teachers who stay at one school, developing a deep understanding of its
formal and informal structures and shaping its ethos.

As a young geography
teacherhe was impressed by the
original, eccentric Christ’s Col-
lege buildings in Hendon Lane,
but for most of his career he has
worked in the current premises
off East End Road. And as the
buildings changed, so did the
school, now an academy spe-
cialising in maths and comput-
ing, linked with local primary
and secondary schools, schools
abroad (Finland and South
Africa), the London School
of Economics, and businesses
such as the Pentland Group.

One change that would

Arson in
Coldfall

Wood

By Ann Bronkhorst

The seat near the signpost
in Coldfall Wood was set
on fire in daylight in the
early evening of Monday
3 June. The fire brigade
extinguished the fire but
the seat, made largely of
metal and dense rubber,
was completely destroyed.

Parents and children walk-
ing through the wood to and
from Coldfall Primary School,
as well as dog-walkers and
courting couples, will be sorry
to lose that convenient seat.
Such a perverse act of destruc-
tion is hard to understand.

A noticeboard at the south-
eastern corner of Muswell Hill
Playing Field, carrying infor-
mation aboutthe field, the wood
and the Friends’ activities, was
damaged earlier that evening
and its glass shattered. Mending
the noticeboard and replacing
the seat will be costly.

A scooter was set on fire
in the wood on Wednesday 19
June, again in the early evening.

Police patrols in the area will
beincreased. Pleasecall 101 about
non-urgent suspicious behaviour
in the wood or on the field and
999 about on-going crime.

surprise the school’s founders
is the arrival, about a decade
ago, of girls in the Sixth Form.
Mr Tucker is positive about
their impact, as he is too about
the increasing diversity of the
school’s intake.

Students’ school councils
with real teeth, taking real
decisions, have his approval,
as do the strong pastoral and
learning support systems.
Christ’s College has long since
shed what he calls its ‘Tom
Brown’s Schooldays’ image,
yet he enjoys the irony of being
Commanding Officer (as head-
teacher) of the second oldest
Cadet Corps in the country and

smiles at the surprise of C.O.s
from public schools on finding
that a London academy can, in
a sense, outrank them.

Future plans

As chair of Barnet Second-
ary Headteachers’ Group, Mr
Tucker says of his role: “It’s a
family of schools and you nur-
ture it.” Ahead are more com-
mittees: the London Leadership
Strategy and Pixl (Partners in
Excellence, a national team),
to which he will bring his
energy, directness and sense
of ‘family’.

“I’'m sure Mr Tucker will
be sorely missed,” said former
pupil Daniel Hampson. “He
was always helpful and treated
us fairly: a man who lived and
breathed the school.”

Gary Tucker won’t miss
the roar of the North Circular
but says he will remember, and
miss, the long playing field with
its changing views over north
London. Perhaps there’ll be a
moment to capture it with his
camera or his watercolours
before saying goodbye to
Christ’s College and setting
off for some glorious sailing.

10% OFF '

INSTORE
WITH THIS

VINTAGE CLOTHING
RETRO HOMEWARE
HAND PRODUCED GIFTS
GREETINGS CARDS

KitG STREET

Parking ticket
problem solved

By Diana Cormack

Last September we carried the story of how, earlier in
the year, local resident Debbie Hoare was given a pen-
alty notice despite displaying a valid parking permit on
her windscreen. Debbie appealed but her appeal was
rejected because, according to the Civil Enforcement
Officer’s report, “no permit was found on the vehicle”
(THE ARCHER, September 2012).

To back up her case Debbie
provided a photograph of the
permit, which she had down-
loaded following the guidelines
on the parking service website
and placed over her expired
permit. The guidelines state
that Civil Enforcement Officers
should be aware of the variation
between home-printed versions
and those mailed out. However,
it seemed that it was Debbie’s
word againstthe Officer ’sreport.

But Debbie, of Cherry
Tree Road, refused to give
in. In November the Parking

and Traffic Appeals Service
informed her that the London
Borough of Barnet was not
going to contest her appeal
against the penalty charge
notice. A letter from Barnet
said the reason for this was
“because you have a valid
permit”. Surely “had a valid
permit” would have been more
applicable? This is what Debbie
had been telling them all along
and, ifalittle common sense had
been used, the borough could
have saved a lot of time and
some taxpayers’ money.

All Saints’ Church,

Durham Road, East Finchley
Church of England

Sunday masses at 8.00 a.m. and 10.00 a.m.
Weekday masses at 10.00 a.m.
(Refreshments are served after mass on Sunday and Thursday)
Prayer requests are gladly accepted.

The Parish has a flourishing social life.
Contact the Vicar, Fr Christopher Hardy,
on 020 8883 9315.

All Saints’ also has a strong musical tradition and an
enthusiastic choir of both adults and children.
Experienced singers are always welcome.
Contact Geoffrey Hanson on 020 8444 9214.

http://lwww.allsaints-eastfinchley.org.uk




s

THE ARCHER - www.the-archer.co.uk

5

JULY 2013

Two women robbed
within minutes

By Janet Maitland

Barnet Police are appealing for witnesses to two rob-
beries that took place within minutes of each other on

Monday 10 June.

At 11.15pm, a 23-year-
old woman was waiting for a
bus on the High Road when
a silver hatchback car pulled
up alongside her. Two men got
out of the car and grabbed her,
then snatched her bag and the
phone from her hand, jumped
back into the car and drove off.

Just minutes later, a
30-year-old local woman was
attacked by a young man as
she walked home from the
tube station. As she reached
the corner of The Causeway
and Cedar Drive, the victim
was pushed from the side
with such force that she fell
to the ground. She screamed
to attract the attention of other
people she’d noticed coming
up The Causeway behind her.

The man, who was masked
with a dark scarf around his
face, put his hands on her
forehead and over her mouth.
“l was so scared I stopped
screaming and told him to take
my bag,” said the victim. “As
soon as it was in his hand, he
ran away, got into a silver car
and drove oft.”

The man is described as
white, in his early 20s and
about 5ft 6ins tall. He was
wearing dark clothes and a
black cap and had an English
accent. If you have any infor-
mation about these crimes,
please contact the police on
101. If you want to remain
anonymous, call Crimestop-
pers on 0800 555 111.

Spate of robberies
There were other robberies

in June. At 8.30pm on 13 June
a pedestrian walking along
Durham Road had their phone
snatched by someone on abicy-
cle. The following day some-
one on a motorcycle snatched
a shoulder bag from a woman
walking along Fortis Green at
1.50pm. On 15 June at 7.50pm
a man walking near Willow
House on the Grange Estate
was pushed to the ground by
some people on foot and had
some property stolen. Another
phone was snatched from a
victim who was also pushed
to the ground on 17 June at
7.35pm on Trinity Road.

Can you
deliver The

Archer?

We’re on the lookout for
volunteers who can distrib-
ute The Archer to homes
on the Hampstead Garden
Suburb side of N2.

There are several roads not
covered in the area between
Brim Hill and Lyttelton Road,
including: Widdecombe Way,
Vivian Way, Harford Walk,
Totnes Walk, Devon Rise,
Cornwood Close, Gurney
Drive, Blandford Close and
Greenhalgh Walk.

If you can spare 30-45 min-
utes each month to deliver for
us, please contact us by email
on the-archer@lineone.net or
by telephone on 0800612 0748.
Thank you.

® Backache

Alexander Technique Q}

Improve your posture, health and performance

® High blood pressure
® Neck/shoulder pain ® Poor posture

“Of all the approaches tested, [..] Alexander Technique lessons
proved to be the most beneficial.” British Medical Journal 2008

® Stress
® R.S.I.

0780 861 2510 ~ info@adrianfarrell.co.uk ~ www.adrianfarrell.co.uk

Y ALMAR BUSINESS SOLUTIONS

;.)‘)/‘ Accountancy | Payroll & Book-keeping | Tax services

Business services:
Bookkeeping & Accounting
Business planning
Business start-up
Company Secretarial
Corporate tax planning
eCommerce & Payment
Solutions
Payroll
Service Charge Accounting
VAT

Why choose us?
additional services where there is a need.

Tel: 07894 473309 or email: info@AImarBSL.co.uk .
Visit our newly impro

Almar Business Solutio Lmtd register

Personal services:

Specialist sectors:

By providing high quality of service and not charge over the top fees, we retain the business and loyalty of our customers, as well as
win many new ones through word of mouth. We also work with tax specialists, investor advisors and auditors to provide clients

Call us for a FREE review of your requirements and to discuss best way forward, with no obligation.

ved website with useful and topical information: www.AlmarBSL.co.uk

mpany in England and Wale (gt red numbe: 04541322)hld lACCA
and h: s busi

Personal tax planning
Self assessment

Building profits
Charities
Owner directors
Retail

Sole traders

red c
of Charter dc rifi d
ctivities.

LUNCH

2 COURSES £6.95

MONDAY - SATURDAY
12:00 - 16:00

MEeZEM

M High Road, N2 BAG

020 8883 5750

wWWwWw.mezem.co.uk

To the battlefields of Gallioli

W
o

With the centenary of the
First World War nearly
upon us, more and more
people are travelling to the
battlefields to remember
what happened and the
sacrifices made by all sides.

Peter Hart and Roger Chap-
man, who both live in East
Finchley, have been running
two tours a year to the Gallipoli
battlefield for the last three
years. Peteris aworld renowned
historian with two books on the
1915 Gallipoli campaign to his
name and numerous books on
many other aspects of the First
World War.

Our photo shows the pair
on their most recent trip near
Anzac Cove, with the sphinx in
the background, and as you can
see they took along a copy of
The Archer forall the latest East
Finchley news. Comes in handy
for lining the suitcase too!

More details about the
Gallipoli tours can be found
at http://phbt.wordpress.com.

~ Peter I—Iart and Roger Chapman with the/r hol /day readmg

Where’s a giant cat when
you need one?

Residents of Chandos Road were not a little shocked
to look out of their windows in May and see a giant rat
standing in the road.

The huge
inflatable was
part of a demon-
stration organ-
ised by the Unite
union against a
company alleg-
edly involved
in blacklisting
employees in
the construction
industry, whose
company sec-
retary lives in
Chandos Road.
Our photo was
taken by Joanne
Loh.

A Local Handyman

available for general household
& garden maintenance.

No Job Too Small
Free Estimates
Call John on: 0789 010 3831
or: 020 8350 2188

Greene Driving School
East Finchley N2
From £17.50 x 2 Hr lessons
Safe driving for life
Low Co2 footprint 114
Eco & Low Maint Tuition
Pass Plus 4 cheaper
Insurance. Greenedriving.co.uk
Call John m.mi
0773 851 4406

DINNER

2 COURSES £12.95

EVERY DAY 16:00 - 23:00
ALL DAY SUNDAY & BANK
HOLIDAYS

Wendy Longworth &
Associates physiotherapy
practice offers a variety
of treatments at the
clinic, or off-site, in
patients homes,

nursing homes,

private hospitals

and other

organisations.

east
chley

clinic

Back Pain

Neck Pain
Whiplash Injury
Sciatica

Sports Injury
Frozen Shoulder
Arthritis

Tennis Elbow
Sprain or Strain
Rehabilitation
Neurological
Stroke

<

.eastfinchleyclinic.co.uk

020 8883 5888

2-3 Bedford Mews Bedford Road London N2 9DF

Domestic Appliance Sales & Repairs
No Callout Fee 020 8444 4303 No Callout Fee

sales@ajlappliances.co.uk - www.ajlappliances.co.uk
Authorised Dealership for Bosch, Neff, Siemens, Miele & Liebherr

Most Brands Repaired
Daily Time Slots
Freestanding & Built In 7
Fully Trained Service Technicians /= - 1\“

| e
R S

AJL Appliances Ltd <f

AJL
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Festival back with a bang!

Well, after a year off thanks to rain, East Finchley Community Festival made the
greatest comeback with a fantastic day of music, fun and food that had Cherry Tree
Wood jam-packed with festival goers from start to finish.

You turned out in force
to support the event and the
crowds were huge right from
the moment the band of 393
Finchley Squadron Air Training
Corps marched onto the field at
the head of the street parade to
hear Councillor Alison Moore
with host Pat ‘Havemercy’
Leacock open the festivities
from the main stage.

Music from local bands and
performances from community
groups were the centrepiece of
the event on Sunday 23 June,
with inflatable slides, games,
food and beer getting people
of all ages into the party atmos-
phere.

Cheers! All profits from the beer tent go towards next year's
festival.

Hundreds grabbed home-
made shakers and maracas to
join in a world record attempt
for the largest percussion
band. As we went to press, we
were still waiting to hear if we
smashed the record. Fingers
crossed!

Congratulations to everyone
who putin months of hard work
to make this year’s festival
such a success. We’re already
looking forward to next year’s,
and in the meantime we hope
you enjoy our photos from the
day, taken by Mike Coles, Toni
Morgan and John Lawrence.

A L1

AL b

The band of 393 Finchley Squadron Air Training Corps leads the
parade into Cherry Tree Wood.

=1 ﬁ

Jump, jumb, lemp! Music lovers at the main stage.

Fancy dress photo by Toni /\/lorgah |

/
TELEPHONE FAULTS REPAIRED J apanese
50% CHEAPER THAN BT * the POST OFFICE * TALK TALK etc
HOME * OFFICE * FACTORY AcupunCture
LINES * EXTENSIONS * EQUIPMENT - TESTED & REPAIRED EMoxibustion
Call RON CQLLINS 0208 883 9325 * 07748 278728 Gentle, dynamic & effective
email:_roncallsaver@yahoo.co.uk Treating a ;vide range of conditons.

www.fionahurlock.com

FREE 20min consulatation

ﬁarj\aﬁ;rl@ck

Ph 07795 203107

Klages Plumbing & Heating Agency LTD.
CONTACT TELEPHONE No: 020 8346 7218 / 8636

KLAGE

A NAME IN PLUMBING FOR OVER 40 YEARS

\UTOPIA la Leicester Mews, N2 9Ejj

east finchley

SMiles

expert general & cosmetic dentistry

(Y7715 CHECK-UPS £17.50

1
1
'; (this includes x-rays where necessary)
1
1

| EXEMPT PATIENTS AND '
' CHILDREN UNDER 18 ARE FREE |

P

-------ﬁ—-——-'-"""-'.l

new [\';H list now open

member of the

— \
BDA and the BDHF BDA \'—/ /] Dental Health

smile with confidence

020 8444 3436

144 The High Road, East Finchley, London N2 9ED
www.eastfinchleysmiles.co.uk
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 Treas
L wocanane Hunt o

Youngsters with pain;ﬁed faces try their luck on The Archer’s treasure
hunt. Photo Toni Morgan

Human Resource Solutions Plus

Helping you to manage, train

Earthly bargains to be had on the Woodcraft Folk stall.
and develop your employees
at a commercially sensible cost.

HRSP

Richard Pell:info@hrsp.net e« PO Box 27013, London, N2 0WX

- ¥ il
Panning for fool’s gold on the
Archer Academy stall.

e S ol | Y]

young fan enjdys the music-f the jazz GuitarEnsemble.

Pat ‘Havemercy’ Leacock and Councillor Alison Moore, left, open the festival

_—

Youngsters from the Fortitude dance group on the Helen O'Toole
Community Stage.

brera gardens

e garden design e maintenance

e hard landscaping e irrigation systems
e soft landscaping e East Finchley based
e indoor plants

Mob. 07939 557 934 Tel. 020 8920 3721
Email: breragardens1@btinternet.com

ACCOUNTANTS
FOR SMALL

BUSINESS

At TaxAssist Accountants we specialise in

supporting small businesses. We can help with:

o Self Assessment Tax Returns
o Business Accounts

o Corporation Tax

o Bookkeeping and VAT

o Business Start-ups

o Company Formations

o Payroll and HR

o Help with Finance Raising

+-and much more.

020 8883 5258

www.taxassist.co.uk/eastfinchley

II:' i .:
:-z.:

Festival Fun. Photo Mike /es

East Finchley Baptist Church

Just off the High Road in Creighton Avenue N2
Sunday Mornings at 10.30 am

For more information
please contact the Church Office
Tel: 8883 1544 (Minister: Simon Dyke)

Visitors always welcome

Holy Trinity Church

Church Lane, East Finchley
Church of England

We're a warm and friendly congregation
who look forward to welcoming you

Sunday Parish Communion at 10.00 am
Children's Sunday Club ¢ Meet over coffee after church
Michael Stanway is happy to answer any enquiries:

Tel: 020 8346 8591
www.holytrinityeastfinchley.org.uk

Midhurst Butchers

Certified organic meat
at reasonable prices
Free-range poultry

Home-made sausages
(inctuding Boerwors)

2 Midhurst Parade,

Fortis Green, London N10
Tel. 020 8883 5303
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NEOUNCYARECEER
| Coldfall Kids get hands on cup

Dhillon Goward, left, and Joe Lawrence at the Eiffel Twer.

We made it!

By Joe Lawrence

On the May bank holiday weekend I set off to cycle from
London to Paris with my dad, my friend Dhillon Goward,
who’s 13 like me, and his dad Ben. The goal was to cycle
the 200 miles to Paris in four days.

As we started it seemed
daunting, the prospect of
cycling more than 50 miles
every day for four days.
But with the thought of
£400 sponsorship for Cancer
Research behind me I perse-
vered and made it, red-faced
and panting.

The funniest memory was
afteralong, hard day of cycling
through the rolling country-
side of France we arrived at a
humble little village and found
our hotel behind some high
gates. We weren’t expecting
much but when we got inside
we found an amazing hotel with
its own games room!

The worst experience was
the last day, when we all had

aching muscles, we were
saddle sore and it was chuck-
ing down with rain. It seemed
like the longest task at the
time but eventually the Eiffel
Tower peaked over the lip of
a hill and that was the biggest
motivator of all. That was the
goal, the end.

When [ got to Paris and
stood in front of the tower the
sense of accomplishment was
unlike any other I’ve ever felt.
And the relief I felt was the
most satisfying.

Thank you to all my spon-
sors. Ifyouwould like to donate
to Cancer Research too, itisnot
toolateand youcandoit viathis
link: https://mydonate.bt.com/
fundraisers/londonparis

By Josie Dobrin

Coldfall Primary School are absolutely thrilled to have won this year’s Met Police
Haringey Football Cup for Year 6 pupils for the first time since 2005. The team played
four games before the final, which was played on Wednesday 22 May against Rhodes

Avenue School.

Team captain Archie West
said: “The match was one of the
closest games ever. We showed
brilliant spirit to come back
from 1-0 down when Kaylum
scored one of the best goals
I’ve seen in a long time. With
the score at full time being 2-2
we gave itone last push in extra
time to score the goal that we
needed to make the score 3-2 to

Coldfall. When the final whistle
went the whole team went nuts.
We finally had our hands on the
trophy.”

Stelios Ekkeshis, head of
sport at Coldfall Primary
School, said: “It was such a
wonderful evening of football!
Everyone was buzzing and it is
a lovely end to the season for
the squad in their final year at

Coldfall to become Haringey
champions. The team displayed
an amazing spirit and team
work. I’'msoproud of themall.”

As a result of his perfor-
mance during the Cup Final,
Year 5 pupil KidoTaylor-Hart
has been selected to represent
the Haringey football squad at
London Youth Games in Crystal
Palace on 4 July.

Cup-Winners: Players from the Coldfall Primary School football team celebrate their victory.

A friendly welcome awaits you

EAST FINCHLEY METHODIST CHURCH

197 High Road, London N2 (opp. Creighton Ave.)

tel: 0208 346 1700

www.eastfinchleymethodist.org.uk

Sunday service at 10.30 a.m.
With Créche and Young Church

Worship Music

Social events
e-mail: inffo@eastfinchleymethodist.org.uk

Wheelchair friendly
Room hire tel:020 8444 9887

www.AirborneCircus.com

Learn Circus Skills

Trapeze, tightwire, acrobatics, juggling & more!
Classes and workshops in East Finchley
for young people, adults & groups

020 8123 6261

Barnet FC: A season of new

beginnings

By Daniel Weir

At the end of April Barnet FC dropped out of the Football League after a seemingly
endless fight against relegation over its past eight seasons. A return to the Conference
isn’t the only big change that Barnet fans are going to have to adapt to as the club
has played its final game at the Underhill stadium.

PARENT & BABY/
CHILD ACTIVITIES

© Baby & U baby massage. Contact
Ruth at babymassagewithruth@
gmail.com, www.facebook.com/baby-
andubabymassage

© Bringing up Baby. Screenings of the
latest films for parents with babies.
Phoenix Cinema. Wednesdays 11am.
Box office 020 8444 6789.

® Dads’ Club: Get-togethers for dads
looking after young children in East
Finchley. Adam 07957 441435.

© EF National Childbirth Trust contact
Ruby Yang or Patrizia Canwell at east-
finchleynct@googlemail.com

© Newstead Parent & Toddler Group,
Thurs 9-12-30, Green Man Ctr. Sajni
8359 3460.

© Parent & Toddler Group, Green Man
Centre, Julia 8444 2276

®© Phoenix Cinema activities, Bringing
up baby screenings, Weds, 11am; Kids
Club, Sat, 12pm; Toddler Time, Tues,
11am. Full details from box office on
020 8444 6789.

© Stepping Stones, interactive play
session for under 3s. Karen 07957
278860.

© Teddy Bears’ Music, singing for 0-3s
in Holy Trinity Church, N2; Thursdays
9.45am & 10.45am. Liz07836284538.

The fans feel “somewhat
disappointed to leave our spir-
itual home at Underhill after
such a long time”, according
to Derek Rocholl, chair of the
Barnet FC Supporters Trust.

Settling in

The club now has a new
home at its training ground in
Canons Park, in the London
Borough of Harrow. It chose to
move there after being thwarted
in its attempts to secure the
Barnet Copthall site, now the
new home of Premiership rugby
club Saracens RFC. It aims to
stay at the Hive for 10 years,
with the target of moving back
to the borough of Barnet, into
a stadium with a capacity of
10,000 plus.

The Hive, which takes
its name from the Black and
Amber shirt of ‘the Bees’, has
a capacity of just above 5,000,
with around 3,500 of those
seated. The club has told fans
it’s also easily accessible, as

it’s on the Jubilee line, has a
car park with 350 spaces and is
six miles away from Underhill
by road.

Bees are buzzing

Despite their relegation
Barnet did end their 106-year
association with Underhill on
a positive note, as they won an
action-packed affair 1-0, with
veteran goalkeeper Graham
Stack heroically saving a last
gasp penalty after Jake Hyde
had given the Bees the lead, in
front of a rare capacity crowd
of 6,000.

The club can also look
forward to next season on the
pitch as it has been confirmed
that Edgar Davids, the former
Dutch international and a UEFA
Champions League winner, will
stay as head coach. The fact
that Davids is staying is said to
be a “vote of confidence in the
groundwork being put into the
club so that it can compete,”
Mr Rocholl said.
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Honour for Wendy

Congratulations to Wendy Hallett who was awarded
an MBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours last month.
Wendy is the founder of Hallett Retail and the Fuse
fashion network, based in the High Road, which brings
together young and boutique fashion brands and runs

concessions in high street stores and online.

Before setting up her suc-
cessful business, Wendy spent
13 years atArcadia progressing
from graduate trainee to store
manager, including overseeing
Topshop’s Oxford Street flag-
ship store.

This year, she was chair of
the Retail Trust London Ball
whichraised over £1 million for
the Retail Trust, the principal
charity of the retail industry.

Wendy said she was
“thrilled” by the honour, which
recognises her services to diver-
sity in the retail industry.

Statlon to bloom again

By Sheila Armstrong

There were gnomes at the Chelsea Flower Show this
year; could they also appear outside our tube station
this summer? The theme for this year’s Station in Bloom

Getting creative: Glass tiles and papier mache cars are among the items to be decorated at Tina’s studio

Hands-on creativity

For anyone with a creative impulse inside them, there’s a new outlet at the Creativ-
ity Crazy studio at the north end of East Finchley. Tina Phillips has set up a light
and airy space where anyone can drop in for a spot of painting on pottery, ceramics,

competition is 150 Years of the Tube.

N2 Gardeners, who look
after Station Bank, the sloping
garden to the right of the station
entrance, think that two things
are special about East Finchley
station: the fact that the trains
come up from underground at
this point, and the art deco sta-
tion building with the sculpture
of Archie.

Station employee Santos
Ninor has entered East Finchley
station for the Station in Bloom
competition again this year.

Can you help?

N2 Gardeners say the first
task is fundraising and they’d
welcome all kinds of help with
this, including financial dona-

tions. Other help needed is
general gardening preparation
(on Station Bank particularly)
and planting and upkeep of the
platform tubs as judging does
not take place until later this
month.

Monica Alaman of N2 Gar-
deners told The Archer that last
year was a lot of fun: it was
a shared local initiative and
many commuters and passers-by
expressed their appreciation of
the “greened” station. Offers of
help for N2 Gardeners this year
would be very welcome, please
contact them via n2gardeners@
gmail.com, orviatheirblog, http://
n2gardeners.blogspot.com.

canvas and glass.

Tina, who originally trained
as a baby sensory therapist,
decided to follow her interest
in arts and crafts by setting
up this family-friendly studio,
where all ages are welcome.
She offers a wide range of
items for decoration and one
attractive point is that there’s
no studio fee so you only pay
for the item you want to paint,
all other materials are free.

Opened at the start of May,
the studio in the parade of shops
in the High Road opposite the
Vue cinema is already attract-
ing a steady flow of children,
teenagers and adults. Tina has
plans for holiday workshops
for children, and adults’ eve-

nings where painting can be

accompanied by a glass of

wine. Find out more at www.
creativitycrazy.co.uk

Your Holiday Starts Here....

N "
;“"alrport; Transfers
.. from£30_

Heathrow £30
~ Lufon £40

Stansted £45
Gatwick £63

' Uaild dates for special uﬂerlam July 2013 - 6th September 2013
Post codes included in special Offer N2 N3 N6 N8 NI0O NWII

*Quote *Summer ﬂﬁﬂ‘_' for special rates to apply

Your Local, Quality Car service, -
It serving the local community since 1967

24 hour bookme line: 020 8333 5000

Emﬁmnsmﬂdﬁmmaﬁilﬂwnmmmmwmmm

Dig deep for the Big Dig

Here’s a reminder following our report in last month’s
issue that East Finchley’s first Big Dig takes place on the

weekend of 13-14 July.

The weekend is all about
discovering the history of East
Finchley and is based on the
Channel 4 Time Team archaeol-
ogy programme approach.

People are being asked to
dig a one metre square test pit
in their garden to help uncover
the past. Each square will be
part of a mosaic that will build
up a bigger picture of what was
going on in former decades and
centuries.

The East Finchley Big Digis
run by a partnership of the East
Finchley Community Trust, the
University College of London
research project and the Hendon
and District Archaeological
Society.

If you want to know more
please contact Roger Chapman
on 07855304 488 or email us at
etbigdig@gmail.com. There’s
more information at: http://east-
finchleybigdig.wordpress.com/

KALASHNIKOV KULTUR

By Ricky Savage, the voice of social irresponsibility

Dress code: Casual

Once upon atime when the Queen got crowned and everyone
knew their place, aman was not a man without a tie. Wearing
your first tie was a rite of passage for boys, alongside learn-
ing to tie your own shoes or being allowed to use cutlery.
It separated the boys from the babies and meant you could
now grow up to be a man just like your father.

Back then ties weren't just for work, they were for life. From the
first day at primary school to the day you died, a man was not a man
without a tie. And it wasn'’t just Monday to Friday. At work it was dark
suit, black shoes, white shirt and sober tie. At weekends it was cavalry
twill trousers, a check shirt, brown shoes, blazer and a casual knitted
tie. Some men probably wore a tie with their pyjamas.

Back then, when people stood up for the National Anthem, opened
doors and gave up their seat for ladies the only time a real man was
allowed to get away without wearing a tie was when playing sport. And
just to avoid confusion, Britain’s first Grand Prix world champion, Mike
Hawthorn, raced to victory wearing a bow tie.

Thensomething changed thathas distorted the space time continuum.
It wasn’t The Beatles or rock’n’roll, it was the Silicon Valley geeks who
invented the dress-down Friday and ended the reign of the tie.

Nowadays, in the post-modern digital age of 48 different coffees
everyone is dressing down on Fridays. Topshop and Burton’s boss Sir
Philip Green was spotted without a tie and even the prime minister was
seen tie-less on holiday. Montague Burton must be rotating rapidly in
his grave.

What next? Will the Queen start dressing down and appear at some
state occasion in tweeds and green wellies? Will Charles abandon the
admiral’s uniform and turn up looking like he’s just popping out to talk
to plants. And what about Anne? Will she open a hospital looking like
she’s just ridden in the Grand National? Once something like this has
started it cannot be stopped and the next thing you know Prince Harry
will be photographed playing strip pool in a Las Vegas hotel room...
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Regular Events

Sport & Fitness

®© Badminton Weds eves 8-10pm all
abilities, contact George 8349 0170 or
John 8444 7163.

© East Finchley Flyers running club,
Tuesdays 7pm at the tube station, 7k run
and socialising. Nick 07795 503752.

@© Finchley & Hornsey Ramblers Group
Call Vivien 8883 8190

© Glebelands Indoor Bowls Club, Sum-
mers Lane N12. New and experienced
bowlers welcome.

© Keep fit for the Retired on Wednes-
days, Christ Church N12. Call Bridie
8883 5269

© Muswell Hill Bowling Club, Kings
Ave, N10. New & experienced bowlers
welcome. Tel: 8883 0433.

@© Pilates in East Finchley, qualified
teacher. Contact Dee on 8883 7029

© Pilates class Weds 3.30 & 7pm at Ann
Owens Ctr, N2. Call Penny 8444 2882.

@© Pilates Beginners Classes Tue 9.30-
10.30am, Holy Trinity Church Hall.
Michelle 07767 804 564

© Tae Kwon Do for children & adults at
Finchley Lido Mon & Fri 7-9pm 07949
612 706. www.taekwondo-uktd.co.uk

© Tai Chi class at EF Methodist Ch, Weds
Ipm. James 8883 3308 or james@
taiji.co.uk

® Tennis club with four clay courts off
Southern Road. Call 8883 7723.

® Yoga, breathing & relaxation. Weekly
drop-in classes - N3, N6, N10. Phone
Judy on 07956 375607.

© Yoga, pregnancy yoga, meditation
classes. Call Sunnah 07941 321 772
www.stretchingpeople.co.uk.

Music, Dance & Creative Arts

@© Art Classes. Call Henry on 8888 5133.

® Ballroom Dance Classes, Wednesday
eves for beginners & improvers . St
Mary’s Church Hall, N3. 8444 0280.

© Ballroom & Latin American Dance
Classes - beginners & improvers. Wed &
Fri eve, Bishop Douglass Sch. 8207 2323.

© Creative writing classes in informal,
friendly atmosphere. Tel Sallie Rose 020
8444 7217.

® East Finchley Writers Group, Weds at
the 0ld White Lion. Contact Carola 8883
5808 or Lilian 8444 1793.

© East Finchley Poetry Writing Work-
shops. Monthly on Saturdays. Contact
Dennis Evans 8346 9528.

© Ladies Keep Fit Class for over 50s. Tues
10.30-11.30am at Tetherdown Hall.
Sheila 8444 0084.

® Memory Lane Singing Club - friendly
singing club meets every Friday in
Finchley. Call Valerie 8458 4508.

® Over 50s Tea Dance at Christ Church,
North Finchley. Every Weds, 1pm. 020
8444 0280.

© Learn to sing at Finchley Methodist
Church, Ballards La. Call 8388 4412.

© Symphonic Wind Orchestra Contact
Caroline Egan 8340 2706

® Traditional music at TOC, Highgate Hill
on Ist & 3rd Tue each month from 8.30
pm. Free. All musicians welcome. 07958
282898.

Clubs & Social

© Bingo evening, 8pm Sundays, at the
Constitutional Club, The Walks, N2.

© Bingo Club Mondays 7-9 pm, Green
Man Centre, Contact: Jan 8815 5452

®© Contact Lunch Club Tuesdays at the
Green Man. Call 8444 1162 to book.

® French conversation in small friendly
group with native speaker. 8444 9395.

®© Friends of Cherry Tree Wood www.
cherrytreewood.co.uk or 8883 7544,

© Haringey Recorded Music Society
informal meetings locally. Call David
Moldon on 8361 1696.

® LGBT? 1st Weds every month in a local
pub. Welcoming atmosphere. Email
efinchleylght@hotmail.com

© Muslim Ladies Lunch Club 1st & 3rd
Weds, Ann Owen Ctr., Oak La. Call
8432 1415 to book.

® North London Bridge Club, Muswell
Hill. Contact 8348 3495

® Northside Bridge Club, EF Methodist
Church, Thurs 7.30-11pm. 8346 8145.

®© Jewish Friendship Club for over 60s,
Tues 1-3 pm at Muswell Hill Syna-
gogue, Tetherdown. Anita 8886 6140.

© Muswell Hill Tetherdown Bridge,
contact 8883 4390
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The cast of the Garden Suburb Theatre’s produciion of The Seagu/.

Open-air Chekhov

Garden Suburb Theatre’s annual open-air produc-
tion this year is Anton Chekhov’s The Seagull, using a
translation by Christopher Hampton.

Chekhov’s play looks at the
relationships between a group
of people summering on a Rus-
sian country estate and explores
familiar Chekhovian themes of
unrequited love, how we define
failure and success in life and
the creative impulse in writers
and actors. It is also, however,
very funny.

The play opens on Friday
12 July at 7.30pm with evening
performances on 13, 18, 19 and
20 July. There are also matinee
performances on Sunday 14 and
Saturday 20 July. Tickets cost £9
(£7 concs) and can be reserved
by ringing 020 7723 6609.

The play is performed in the
magical setting ofthe Little Wood
Open Air Theatre, Hampstead
Garden Suburb, off Addison
Way, NW11 6QT and this
production is supported by the
Hampstead Garden Suburb Trust.

July at the Phoenix

By Carina Volkes, Phoenix Cinema manager
Another month, another slate of greatfilms atthe Phoenix...

Director Sofia Coppola
(Lost in Translation) is back
with The Bling Ring from 5
July, further exploring the cul-
ture of celebrity with a look at
the real-life teenage gang who
carried out a spate of robberies
in the Hollywood Hills, target-
ing the wardrobes of socialites
such as Paris Hilton and Lind-
say Lohan. Emma Watson of
Harry Potter fame is all grown
up and takes the lead.

From 12 July you can see
Oscar-winning director Alex
Gibney’s latest documentary.
We Steal Secrets: The Story
of Wikileaks follows the very
public story of Julian Assange
and the young soldier who
leaked hundreds of classified
documents.

The month finishes with
a wonderfully charming and
funny New York film written
by and starring Greta Gerwig.
Frances Ha, from 26 July, is

Head start for
Home-Start

On 28 July, Home-Start
Barnet volunteer Mick
Hutchings will be cycling
60 miles from London to
Cambridge to raise money
for the charity.

Home-Start Barnet offers
support, friendship and practical
help to parents with young chil-
dren. The services they provide
are made possible by volunteers.

Last year Mick raised over
£500 for the charity by cycling
the 40-mile Buckingham Palace
to Windsor Castle ride. He
is hoping to raise even more
this year. If you would like to
sponsor Mick then go to http://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
MickHutchings

A (very wet) Midsummer
Night’s Dream

Review by Daphne Chamberlain

It was a June day at the open air theatre in the Bothy at
Avenue House. The University College Dramatic Society
were about to bring us 4 Midsummer Night's Dream. Then
down came the rain. Up went the umbrellas, but not for
the actors. Soaked to the skin, they carried on even when
showers became a downpour. That forced a halt just
after the interval. But the show went on. Under cover,
in a room so small that towelled-off actors and audience
were in touching distance of each other, we found a bit
of new magic in this familiar magical play.

We, the audience, now felt
part of the household of the
Duke of Athens. [ was sitting
nexttoreconciled lovers Helena
and Demetrius. Up close to
Bottom and his friends, we were
on their side when the court
made fun of them. We clapped
and laughed together, and
Puck’s closingwords, “Give me
your hands if we be friends, and
Robin shall restore amends”,
seemed nicely appropriate.

This modern dress produc-
tion was lively and witty. An
ironic Puck indicated that he
sometimes got tired of zooming
round the world at Oberon’s
orders; Bottom was no oaf but

a Jack-the-lad; Peter Quince
(played by awoman) was going
toput Duke Theseus right about
his play, no matter what. The-
seus /Oberon had overtones of
asociety lawyer; the four young
lovers were frustrated teenag-
ers, and you definitely would
not want to cross Hermia’s
mother. Inside and out, it was
an excellent show.

The Bothy, with its charm-
ing walled garden, is worth a
visit. It’s the secret garden in
the grounds of Avenue House,
and is open on the first Sunday
of most months, 3-5pm. Check
the Avenue House website for
details.

a 20-something who is failing
to grow up in New York City.
When her best friend moves
out and meets a man, Frances
is forced to reassess her life.

Look out for Guy Pearce
starring in drama Breathe In
from 19 July, and limited shows
of Joss Whedon’s acclaimed
Much Ado About Nothing and
French period drama Thérése
Desqueyroux,both from 12 July.

We’re very excited about
Tuesday 23 July when new Brit-
ishfilm A4 Fieldin England will
bereceiving a one-off screening
with a special Q&A from direc-
tor Ben Wheatley (Sightseers)
and star (and Phoenix Cinema
local) Reece Shearsmith. Tick-
ets are going fast for this one!

Finally, on 20 July and 5
August you can see Kenneth
Branagh star in the new pro-
duction of Macbeth live from
the Manchester International
Festival, and catch up with two
hit plays from Shakespeare’s
Globe Theatre: Twelfth Night
is on Monday 22 July and
The Taming of the Shrew on
Monday 29 July.

Youth work
on film

Volunteers working with
young people in London
are being urged to take
part in a film competition
to tell the story of youth
work.

The National Youth Agency
is campaigning for better
understanding and recognition
of the value that professional
and volunteer youth workers
bring, helping young people to
gain vital jobs skills, contrib-
ute to their communities and
improve their wellbeing.

All submissions will be
entered automatically into a
competition to win a cash prize
that will be put towards their
youth work project. The win-
ners will be announced during
Youth Work Week November
2013. Visit www.nya.org.uk/
transforming-lives for infor-
mation on how to enter.

Wednesday 3 July

 Drop-in session about The Archer Academy
andits building plans for Stanley Road playing
field; exhibition, virtual video tour and chance
to ask questions; Holy Trinity Primary School,
EagansClose,N2,3.30pmto8pm. Allwelcome.
Thursday 4 July

e Launch of East Finchley Altogether Better
project. People living or working in East
Finchley are invited to East Finchley's first
one-day EFAB conference, 10am to 3pm at
Shree Aden Depala Mitra Mandal Community
Centre, 67a Church Lane, N2 8DR. Bring
friends, family, neighbours and colleagues.
Saturdays 6, 13, 20 July

o North London Artisan Market; best quality
seasonal produce, and a piece of London’s
vibrant street food scene; 10am—2pm at
Avenue House, 17 East End Road, N3 3QE.
Saturday 6 and Sunday 7 July, Saturday 13
and Sunday 14 July

e East Finchley Open Artists’ Open House
Weekends from 1lam-6pm; landmark

10th Open House Weekend has 45 local
artists who warmly welcome you to visit
them, free. Exciting, innovative pieces
and paintings in informal settings. www.
facebook.com/eastfinchleyopen or visit www.
eastfinchleyopen.org.uk_for online maps of
venues and artists.

Saturday 6 July

e Finchley Choral Society performs Brahms
Ein Deutsches Requiem, St Mary the Virgin,
Primrose Hill, NW3 3DJ, 7.45pm, tickets £13
(concessions available) from box office 020
7263 3358 or on the door.

Thursday 11 July

e Poetry in the House, Lauderdale House,
Highgate, 8pm, Tickets £5 (£3 concessions)
on the door); Matthew Francis, Lance Lee and
Maurice Riordan combine diverse backgrounds
and writing styles for the season’s first poetry
reading.

Friday 12 July to Saturday 20 July

e Garden Suburb Theatre presents The
Seagull by Anton Chekhov at the Little Wood

Open Air Theatre, Hampstead Garden Suburb,
off Addison Way, NW11 6QT. Various times.
Tickets £9 (£7 concessions). Details: 020
7723 6609.

Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 July

e East Finchley’s Big Dig; get involved in
discovering the past below our feet. Details
at http://eastfinchleybigdig.wordpress.
com/

Sunday 14 July

e Monthly Sunday market. Outdoor and
indoor stalls. Crafts, gifts, collectables,
food.10am—6pm at Avenue House, 17 East
End Road, N3 3QE.

e Free music concert at East Finchley
Methodist Church, High Road, opposite
Creighton Avenue, 7.30pm; Beatrice Nicholas,
piano. Programme includes Liszt, Schumann,
Chopin and Beethoven. Free admission;
collectionin aid of Iris Ministries, Mozambique,
caring for children across southern Africa.
Venue fully accessible to people with
disabilities.

Saturday 20 July

o Butterfly Day at Long Lane Pasture, Long
Lane, opposite Fire Station, as part of the
national Big Butterfly Count. Come and see
if you can identify any butterflies.

Sunday 21 July

o National Garden Scheme Open Garden
(supporting charities). 2—6pm at 79 Church
Lane, N2. Plant stall, gardenalia bric-a-brac
stall, raffle with prizes.

e Alexandra Palace and Park’s 150th
anniversary celebrations; exciting line-up
of free family activities and entertainment
from 11am to 4pm.

Tuesday 23 July to Sunday 4 August

o Art exhibition: ‘Impressive and Narrative
Paintings’ by Thomas Hogan and Simon Kirk.
Lauderdale House, Highgate Hill, N65HG. www.
thoganartworks.com

Sunday 28 July

® Party in the Park. Food, crafts, brass band,
funand games. 12—5pm at Avenue House, 17
East End Road, N3 3QE.




This pointless arson
Dear Editor,

| am a member of the Hilldrop
Community Centre, in Holloway,
Islington. Afewweeks ago, our Sing-
ing Group and Ukulele Group were
invited to entertain at St James'’s
Church, Muswell Hill, Teatime Club.
We enjoyed the afternoon, and | was
invited back again tolead some sing-
ing at the Teatime Club for their 28"
anniversary. A few members were
late arriving, as they were delayed
by a police cordon, which we later
heard was due to a fire in a com-
munity centre.

When | heard the news that an
Islamic Centre had beenrazedtothe
ground and completely destroyed,
| was shocked and saddened.This
seemed to be a retaliation for the
murder of Drummer Lee Rigby at
Woolwich, butalmostall the Muslim
community have been devastated
by that atrocity. | pray that the
perpetrators of the Muswell Hill fire
will realise how futile the burning of
the centre is.

Community centres are a life-
line and an oasis of friendship
and learning in different areas. |
couldn’t believe that such a thing
could happen in such a lovely quiet
area of North London. Please may
people realise that the majority of
residents and neighbourhoods long
to live in peace, love and harmony
with each other.

Yours sincerely,
Joan Hewitt,
Hilldrop Crescent, N7.

Respect for

conservation
Dear Editor,

Pardes House School, builtinthe
1860s as Christ's College, at Church
End, Finchley, is a Grade Il listed
building. This should give statutory
protection for all the structures on
the site, and impose an obligation
on its owners.

Despite this there have been
significantlosses. The Fives Courts
were demolishedin 1998 and the wall
along College Terrace followed; there
has been a most unsightly fence
there for several years.

Barnet Council took enforce-
ment action in respect of the wall
in 2006 to require its rebuilding. It
was only in 2012 that the school
authorities made any effortto comply,
and sought the council’s permission
to replace the wall with a lesser
structure.

This proposal was opposed
by the Finchley Society and by
local residents, including ones
from College Terrace who look
straight on to the present fence.
The application was discussed by
the council on 8 May and refused
by a majority vote.

This is a gratifying decision
(though it is regrettable that the
Church End ward councillor on the
committee was one of the minor-
ity). The Finchley Society hopes
that the school authorities will now
engage in constructive discussions
with the local community about the
reinstatement of the wall and the
maintenance of the school buildings
generally. They are averyimportant
partofthe Church End Conservation
Area and must be kept for future
generations.

Yours faithfully,

Carol Halls,

Chairman, Planning Commit-
tee, The Finchley Society

Letters to the editor...

Cut the cut -back

on trees
Dear Editor,

Thetreesin EastFinchley High
Road were pollarded again this
year when they had only a small
amount of growth on them. They
had managed to produce this from
the last time they were done, which
was last year as far as | recall.

They were lovely before they
were “‘done” as they had some
growth and green starting to
appear. They are now ugly, horrible
stumps with no growth, even at the
beginning of June.

The beauty of a tree is in its
foliage and also its usefulness
in terms of releasing oxygen and
taking in toxins. As far as | can
discover from local residents,
none of them likes the trees being
pollarded. | fear they are probably
done by rote and not by reason.

It is an unnecessary expense
on taxpayers as the trees should
only be trimmed if required by a
resident regarding one particular
tree, not just for no particular
reason or for one that does not
really stand up against the need of
the environment to be preserved
and not destroyed.

We need the London Wildlife
Trust to be fully consulted in
these matters by the council tree
department, and a completely new
and different attitude to our trees,
particularly our street trees, to be
cultivated.

Yours faithfully,
Primrose Chamberlin,
Leicester Road, N2.

A bleak outlook on ash

dieback
Dear Editor,

Afew months ago | wrote giving
the ‘received wisdom’ on the situ-
ation regarding Chalara fraxinea,
(ash dieback disease) which was
that every effort is being made to
identify and propagate resistant
genotypes of ash tree, with a view
to rapid repopulation, should the
disease take hold.

This week, | attended the
Ancient Tree Forum 2013 confer-
ence (which deals especially with
veteran native trees, but includes
a vast pool of arboreal knowledge
and expertise), and the situation is
far more pessimistic.

The chances of finding a suit-
able resistant strain and solving
the problem are seen as optimistic
drivel. The disease has now turned
up in many places, not just in the
southeast, but as far away as
Carmarthenshire. In Kentandinthe
vicinity of ports such as Felixstowe,
any efforts to contain the disease
have been abandoned, as the
spread is too extensive, and even
the experts are divided over how
to deal with infected trees without
bringing about further spread of
fungal spores.

That very day, there had been
a consultation with the relevant
Government minister, to discuss
whether there should be a much
tougher regime with regard to
import and subsequent movement
of all plant material (the words ‘barn
door’, and ‘bolted horse’ come to
mind).

It really is a case of waiting to
determine the ‘best practice’, and
does of course also depend upon
available funding. The advice given
to those with ash trees was to do
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nothing yet. The disease seems to
affect younger trees, whilst more
mature ones seemto have agreater
chance of survival butitmay be that
it is just that the symptoms take
longer to manifest.

That particular topic at the
conference ended with a strong
feeling that Britain should consult
with tree experts in Poland and
Scandinavia, as they are some
years ahead of us in terms of the
disease having taken hold of their
ashtreesadecade ormore ago, and
also, rather realistically it seems,
that deadwood does provide a
good habitat for many organisms,
particularly invertebrates.

Yours faithfully,

Linda Dolata (small woodland
owner)

Leopold Road, N2.

Preparing
for a
healthy
holiday

If you’re planning to
go abroad, you won’t
have to travel far for
appropriate medical advice
and treatment. The CW
Andrew Pharmacy at 32,
High Road has recently
added a travel clinic to
its services, offering a
convenientlocal alternative
to doctors’ surgeries and
the Royal Free Hospital
Travel Health Centre.

Pharmacist Paresh Shah
told The Archer that people
should begin preparing for their
holidays at least two months in
advance. Aninitial appointment
with him will establish what is
required for a particular desti-
nation, with an on-going plan
drawn up for any necessary
vaccinations and specific needs.
This will include anti-malarial
advice, with prescription-free
medication being available.

At present the clinic caters
for the age range 16 and above
(though in some cases for over
12s). This is worth remember-
ing for students going abroad
on school journeys, to do
voluntary work or on gap-year
travels. At the clinic pilgrims
for Hajj and Umrah can get the
required meningitis vaccination
and Meningitis Vaccination
Certificate.

Wherever youare going, this
advice is available most week-
days and on Saturdays. For
more information or to make
an appointment pop in to the
shop or phone 020 8883 1559.

100 years ago.

The North Middlesex Cricket Club was bumed down by suffragettes

L

What a difference a
century makes...

In June 1913 the North Middlesex Cricket Club Pavilion
in Crouch End was burned down by suffragettes as
part of their campaign for women to have the right to
vote. One hundred years on, the club commemorated

the centenary of this event
with a celebration of girls’
cricket.

Beth Morgan, the Middlesex
Womens Captain, was a sur-
prise guest and took the warm-
up for the practice. Beth won
the World Cup and Ashes while
playing for England Women.
There were then two under-11
girls” matches followed by an
Edwardian tea party.

Under 11 Girls team man-
ager Mike Harris said: “Girls’
cricket is one of the fastest
growing sports in the country.
The girls’ cricket section at
North Middlesex CC has more
than doubled in the last two
years and we look forward to
welcoming girls of all ages
and abilities who want to play
cricket.”

Find more details at www.
northmiddlesexcc.co.uk

Art show at
the Clissold

By Sheila Armstrong
Trained as a lawyer, local
resident Raphael Prais has
turned his hand to the arts,
specifically drawing and
writing. In June his art
show Drawings by Raphael
Prais was showing in the
backroom at The Clissold,
the gastro pub on Fortis
Green. Previously he has
had a show at the Mango
Room in Camden Town.
Viewing the life drawings in
pastel and charcoal The Archer
was able to talk to Raphael on
the opening night. He said it
was more exciting to be an
artist than a lawyer and he has
been known to sketch in court
in the past. Previously he has
published a novel on Amazon
and is also writing another
novel at the moment. Whether
it will have a legal background
or not remains to be seen.
Find out more about his
writing and pictures at http:/
raphaelprais.weebly.com. For
a trip down Memory Lane the
rosily-lit Kinks Room at The
Clissold is also worth a look.

Middlesex Women'’s captain
Beth Morgan took the warm-up
for the girls’ cricket match.

Ally Pally’s
big birthday

Put Sunday 21 July in
your diary for the big
community celebration to
honour Alexandra Park’s
150th anniversary. There
will be an exciting line-up
of free family activities
and entertainment from
11am - 4pm.

According to Duncan
Wilson, chief executive of
Alexandra Park and Palace
Charitable Trust, the “jam-
packed programme”, to be
released soon, will include
activities reflecting the park’s
vibrantand eclectic past, featur-
ing local community groups,
entertainers and businesses.
It’s easy to forget some of the
more memorable aspects of the
Park’s history since its opening
in 1863: a miniature Japanese
village, hot air balloon rides, a
band stand, a diving pavilion,
the frying pan-shaped horse-
racing course, and a permanent
Park circus, not forgetting
what’s still there, such as the
deer park, boating lake and
unparalleled views of London.
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John’s Shoe Repairs
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Shoes, Trainers, Sandals, Bags and Luggage

Complete Repair Service by a craftsman
Same day if required

i Key Cuttin
1 Manor Park Rd. N2, behind 88 Church Lane, opposite Trinity Church
Tel: 07956 329 150 Open 12-7pm
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Fair in the Square

Spectacular stilt walkers, a road train, old-fashioned
merry-go-rounds and a sheep show were all part of
the Fair in the Square in Highgate on Saturday 15
June, which was a huge success despite some dreadful
downpours at times. Next year’s fair will be on Saturday
14 June and the team behind it are keen to hear from
anyone interested in helping with organisation. Email:
thefairinthesquare@gmail.com

Panorama from the pasture

Visitors to Long Lane Pasture now have the chance to enjoy the panoramic view across
Finchley with the help of a new vista sign to tell them exactly what they’re looking at.

The metal information sign,
designed by Chris Brown, has
beeninstalled on the highest point
of the pasture, known as Octavia
Hill, after the English social
reformer of the 19" century who
is thought to have played in the
areaas a childand who became a
co-founder ofthe National Trust.

The sign was one of the main

attractions of the pasture’s open
weekend at the start of June,
just one of a busy programme of
events there through the spring
and summer.

Pupils from Manorside
School, Squires Lane, visited
recently and observed a great
pond snail as well as newts,
tadpoles and bees.

Thechildrendiscussed pollu-
tion from the pasture’s oil patch,
dumped by builders many years
ago and a constant problem as it
keeps coming to the surface and
destroying nearby vegetation.

Long Lane Pasture is
delighted to welcome school
visits by arrangement at: enquir-
ies@longlanepasture.org.

Rose and F/ora Barde of Lincoln Road adm/r/ng the new vista sign at Long Lane Pasture
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Premiere of dramatic new
orchestral work

By Sam Warner

On 6 July in Hampstead
Garden Suburb’s Free
Church, local amateur
orchestra the North
London Sinfonia (formerly
the Tudor Orchestra) will
premiere a brand new and
exclusive piece by young

up-and-coming composer
Soosan Lolavar, who has
worked with the orchestra
for a year as part of the
AdoptA Composer scheme.

Her composition, entitled
Things Come Together, is
inspired by the idea of collabo-
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ration and community. “I was
able to tailor parts to the specific
standard of each player as I got
to know them,” says Lolavar.
“They came from all over the
world, were aged from their
20s to their 70s and had a wide
variety of reasons for joining.”
However, there is much
more to the piece than meets
the ear, being in part inspired
by the title of the late Nigerian
author Chinua Achebe’s novel
Things Fall Apart. Lolavar had
always loved the evocative and
hopeless nature of the title.
The pieceitselfincorporates
the use of tape, alongside 40
triangles, a feat inspired by her
electronic music roots in which
she discovered the classical side
of composition. Lolavar used
the same skills to record an ice-
breaking session between all
members of the orchestra who
were less known to each other.
The performance of Things
Come Togetherwill be broadcast
on BBC Radio 3 later this year.
Lolavar says: “Non-pro-
fessional music-making really
should be given the chance to
shine and be celebrated much
more than it is at the moment.”
She hopes that this airing will
help other amateur orchestras
and encourage other non-
professionals to join a thriving
community.

THE ARCHER is a non-profit-making, non political & non religious newspaper, staffed entirely by volunteers.



