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Charity
Commission

steps in at
Old Barn

By Janet Maitland

The Charity Commission hasintervened in the three-year
battle over the management of the Old Barn in Tarling
Road. They informed the trustees that an AGM planned
for 21 July could not go ahead as proper procedures
had not been followed. But the trustees held an ‘AGM’

regardless.

The battle for the commu-
nity centre began when a group
ofnew trustees led by Reverend
Geoffrey Muhoro took over the
centre following the resigna-
tion of the old trustees in 2010.
Soon after, services such as the
Monday Club Youth group
found themselves homeless. In
2011, nearly 100 local people
applied to become members
of the Old Barn to ensure the
trustees ran the services the
community needs, but the
applications were not accepted
by the new trustees.

Membership forms

requested

Both the council and the
Charity Commission have been
trying to resolve the issues. In
February the Charity Commis-
sion directed the trustees to
hold an AGM so that people
from the local community could
get involved in the running of
the centre. In the run-up to the
AGM, twenty two local resi-
dents contacted the Old Barn for
membership forms but by less
than a week before the meeting
no forms had been received.

The Charity Commission
wrote to the trustees to say

that it was not possible for
the AGM to be held as they
had been supplied with “no
evidence that a membership
had been established, nor that
requisite notice has been given
to interested parties/members”.

Invalid AGM

Regardless, several local
residents arrived at the Old
Barn at 2.30pm in the hope
ofhaving an informal meeting
with Rev Muhoro and other
trustees to discuss ways that
residents could get involved
with the Old Barn and per-
haps offer their services as
trustees.

Local resident Helen Drake
said: “We had also hoped to
discuss a timeline for a future
AGM. However Mr Muhoro
insisted that an AGM would
still go ahead that day and
expressed disregard for the
authority and advice of the
Charity Commission. Resi-
dents present sat through the
‘AGM’ and asked questions
butmade itclear that they were
there as observers and not as
participants. The Charity Com-
mission has been informed of
the situation.”

High Road
shops sold

The High Road launder-
ette A Heck of Wash and
the Heart of N2 card,
sweets and party goods
shop (formerly Plummer’s
newsagent) have recently
been sold.

Meanwhile the RSPCA is
moving in to a new High Road
home in the shop thatused to be
Teaching Trends. Itis expected
to be a charity shop combined
with a drop-in animal clinic.
Look out for more details in
the next Archer.
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Happy faces at hospice party

Dozens of families had a fun-filled day at the Noah’s Ark Chil-
dren’s Hospice summer ball held at artsdepot in North Finchley.
Brothers, sisters and parents of children with life-limiting condi-
tions enjoyed Bollywood and carnival dance performances, face
painting, arts and crafts, and plenty of cake and ice cream. The
hospice supports children and their families across north London.
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Estate Agents — Valuers - Residential Sales — Lettings —-Management — Cyprus Properties
40 High Road East Finchley London N2 9PJ  Tel: 020 8883 9090 Fax: 020 8883 8580
Email: enquiries@primelocations.co.uk Website: www.primelocations.co.uk

Family Business you can Trust.

Call us for a Free Valuation.

VICTORY AUTO SERVICES

Mechanical & Diagnostic Repairs
on most makes & models

Servicing, MOTs, Tyres,
Bodywork, Vehicle Air-Conditioning

109 Fortis Green East Finchley London N2 9HR
Tel: 020 8883 9707 / 0023 Fax: 020 8482 9179

Empty
homes
scheme

Owners of empty homes are
able to apply for financial
help to bring their property
back into use in return
for making it available to
Barnet Homes tenants for
at least three years.

The scheme allows owners
to apply for up to £25,000
towards the cost of renova-
tions if their property has been
empty for at least six months.
Currently, this applies to 2,000
homes in Barnet. For more
information, visit www.barnet.
gov.uk/emptyproperties.
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Everything Electrical Ltd

For all your electrical needs
www.everything-electrical.com
38 High Road, East Finchley, London, N2 9PJ Tel: 020 844 7994
For a friendly and reliable service call us FREE on 0800 279 3463

LANDLORD NICEIC CERTIFICATES & PAT TESTING
If you are a landlord and require electrical certificates for your
rented properties then look no further. Everything Electrical is
known in the East Finchley area as being one of the leading
electrical contractors you can trust. Why not see for yourselves
give us a call for a friendly service with free advice.
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