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Greene Driving School
East Finchley N2

From £17.50  x 2 Hr lessons

Safe driving for life
Low Co2 footprint 114
Eco & Low Maint Tuition

Pass Plus 4 cheaper
Insurance. Greenedriving.co.uk

Call   John   M.I.M.I 
0773 851 4406

available for general household
& garden maintenance.

Call John on: 0789 010 3831
or: 020 8350 2188

A Local Handyman

No Job Too Small
Free Estimates

Business services:  
Bookkeeping & Accounting 
Business planning 
Business start-up 
Company Secretarial 
Corporate tax planning 
eCommerce & Payment 
Solutions 
Payroll 
Service Charge Accounting 
VAT

Personal tax planning 
Self assessment 

Building profits 
Charities 
Owner directors 
Retail 
Sole traders 

ALMAR BUSINESS SOLUTIONS 
Accountancy | Payroll & Book-keeping | Tax services 

Why choose us? 
By providing high quality of service and not charge over the top fees, we retain the business and loyalty of our customers, as well as 
win many new ones through word of mouth. We also work with tax specialists, investor advisors and auditors to provide clients 
additional services where there is a need.   

Call us for a FREE review of your requirements and to discuss best way forward, with no obligation.  
Tel: 07894 473309 or email: info@AlmarBSL.co.uk .  

Visit our newly improved website with useful and topical information: www.AlmarBSL.co.uk

Almar Business Solutions Limited is a registered company in England and Wales (registered number 04541322), holder of ACCA 
Practising Certificate with Association of Chartered Certified Accountants and has Professional Indemnity Cover for its business

activities. 

Personal services: 

Specialist sectors:  

Wendy Longworth & 
Associates physiotherapy 
practice offers a variety
of treatments at the
clinic, or off-site, in
patients homes,
nursing homes,
private hospitals
and other
organisations.

www.eastfinchleyclinic.co.uk

020 8883 5888
2-3 Bedford Mews  Bedford Road  London N2 9DF

■ Back Pain
■ Neck Pain
■ Whiplash Injury
■ Sciatica
■ Sports Injury
■ Frozen Shoulder
■ Arthritis
■ Tennis Elbow
■ Sprain or Strain
■ Rehabilitation
■ Neurological
■ Stroke
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AJL

AJL Appliances Ltd

Domestic Appliance Sales & Repairs

020 8444 4303
sales@ajlappliances.co.uk    -    www.ajlappliances.co.uk

Most Brands Repaired
Daily Time Slots

Freestanding & Built In
Fully Trained Service Technicians  

Up to £100 off of Selected Miele Fridge Freezers until 30th September 2013

    Alexander Technique 
   Improve your posture, health and performance                 

  Backache       High blood pressure           Stress 
  Neck/shoulder pain     Poor posture                       R.S.I. 

   “Of all the approaches tested, [..] Alexander Technique lessons 
   proved to be the most beneficial.”  British Medical Journal 2008  

           0780 861 2510  ~  info@adrianfarrell.co.uk  ~  www.adrianfarrell.co.uk 

mezem
                           www.mezem.co.uk

2 COURSES  

£12.95

2-Life is the trading name  
of all services offered by  
Joel Korn: Counselling,  

Group Therapy and Training.

Joel is a qualified counsellor  
based in East Finchley.

Contact Joel on 07787 226 376 or  
email kornjoel@hotmail.com www.2-life.co.uk

Residents can claim 
£2million in parking refunds
By John Lawrence
Our front page last month reported on the High Court victory of campaigners in East 
Finchley protesting against enormous increases in residential parking charges in 2011. 
The cost of a controlled parking zone permit had risen from £42 to £100 and the cost 
of visitor passes from £1 to £4.

Appeal fears quashed
There were worries that 

Barnet Council would waste 
more time and money by 
appealing against the court’s 
ruling. Shortly afterwards, 
however, the leader of the 
council put those fears to 
rest by announcing that there 
would be no appeal and that 
residents could now apply for 
full refunds. It is believed this 
could cost the council around 
£2million.

David Attfield, of Summer-
lee Avenue, who spearheaded 
the legal challenge against the 
parking charges, said he hoped 
the money could be paid back 
without an impact on council 
services.

“The truth is that the 
council is the author of its 
misfortune and shunned every 
opportunity along the way to 
resolve this issue at consider-
ably less inconvenience and 
cost to it,” he said.

Council leader’s response
Here is the statement from 

Barnet Council leader Richard 
Cornelius: “After taking legal 
advice, we have decided not to 
appeal against the court’s judge-
ment that the charges for CPZ 
were increased without going 
through the proper process.

“I am sorry that 
this was done in the 
way that it was. The 
Court has ruled that 
the increase was 
wrongly implemented 
and so we will go back 
to the old charges. Any 
change to these will 
have to go through the 
proper process.”

How to claim
To secure a refund, 

fill out a form on 
the council’s website 
www.barnet.gov.uk, 
or email CPZParking-
Refunds@barnet.gov.
uk or write to Parking 

Happy birthday, 
Irene, on your 100th
By Daphne Chamberlain
Last year, Mrs Irene (Rene) Bell asked us if she was our 
oldest East Finchley-born reader. Nobody has disputed 
this, and last month Rene gained another distinction by 
reaching her 100th year. The Sunday after her birthday, 
East Finchley Methodists celebrated this milestone in 
their morning service. It was a happy family occasion, 
with people of all ages congratulating Rene in the church 
where she has been a lifelong member.

“I was almost born there,” 
she told me, “and when I was 
very young I used to walk all 
the way to the church from 
Ingram Road by myself.” Her 
sister took a Sunday School 
class, and later on Rene became 
a Brownie. (“In those days all 
the churches had Brownies”). 
Later still she ran the Brownie 

pack herself for many years. 
Her fellow worshippers 

made birthday cakes, bought 
giant “100” balloons, and pre-
sented her with a big bouquet 
and an album of tributes and 
photos. Rene chose the hymns 
herself.

Unfortunately she missed 
the first bit of the service 
through a mix-up with her 
cab, but was greeted with 
cheers and applause when she 
arrived. Activities Manager 
Paul at The Meadows, where 
she lives now, wheeled her 
from Muswell Hill to the 
church. “It was a bit bumpy”, 
she said.  Picking out Rene’s 
special qualities, the Reverend 
Michael Giles emphasised 
fun, and smiles were the order 
of the day. 

New rescue service for children 
takes to the air
By Diana Cormack

Rene Bell with the Reverend Michael Giles. Photo Robert Alderman

The Children’s Air Ambu-
lance is a new service which 
aims to provide vital neona-
tal and paediatric hospital 
transfers for critically ill 
children. 

It is not meant for the victims 
of accidents, an area which 
is already covered by the Air 
Ambulance Service, but for the 
5,800 or so youngsters per year 
who need to be moved to a more 
specialised hospital. Instead of 
a long and arduous road jour-
ney, they can be transferred 
quickly in a specially equipped 
helicopter with an on-board 
team of clinicians. This can 

mean reaching life-saving care 
sooner, giving a better chance 
of survival and recovery.

The service is free and relies 
totally on voluntary contribu-
tions. To help raise funds, its 
first charity shop opened in 
Crouch End earlier this year 
and in May another shop 

opened at 58-60 Fortis Green 
Road. This boutique-style shop 
needs donations and volun-
teers, so if you are interested 
in becoming involved, pop in 
and see them.

For more information visit 
www.thechildrensairambu-
lance.org.uk 

Team, CPZ Parking Refunds, 
London Borough of Barnet, 
Building 4, North London 
Business Park, Oakleigh Road 
South, London N11 1NP. 

The council says it aims to 
complete the refund process by 
the end of September.

People’s champion, David Attfield


