John’s Shoe Repairs

Shoes, Trainers, Sandals, Bags and Luggage
Complete Repair Service by a craftsman
Same day if required

Key Cutting

1 Manor Park Rd. N2, behind 88 Church Lane, opposite Trinity Church
Tel: 07956 329 150 Open 12-7pm
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The first soldier to die in the war Somewhere over

By Daphne Chamberlain

An appalling number of men and boys were slaughtered in the First World War, which
started 100 years ago this summer. One young Finchley boy was the first soldier to die. By
a tragic irony he was both too young to have joined the army, and met his death two days
before hostilities officially started.
John Parr, born in Finchley
Central, lived for a time at 49
Bedford Road before his family
moved to North Finchley, and
attended Holy Trinity School.
Lying about his age, he joined
the army at 14 years and 10
months. When he died, on 21
August 1914, two days before
the official outbreak of the
Battle of Mons, he was still only
one month past his 17th birthday.
Barnet War Memorials Initiative will be creating a monument to young John in Lodge
Lane, and telling his story
around the borough, but every
death was a tragedy. Now is the
time to remember others too.

Arts Festival

Geoffrey Hanson, director of
the East Finchley Arts Festival,
has been asked to feature
memorabilia, poetry and music
from World War 1 in this year’s
programme, and is asking for
contributions. He says: “There
must be memories, documents,
letters etc., dating from that
time which local people will
have, and which we could use
at the event.”
News travelled much more
slowly then. I have seen several
letters (including one in my own
family), written by anxious relatives asking if anyone has had
any news from their loved one.
Letters, photographs, postcards,
perhaps the dreaded telegram,
memories handed down ... all
will be welcome, and will bring

back the living person behind the
names on our war memorials.
Please let us know at The Archer

East Finchley

As the wet winter finally gave way to spring sunshine
at the start of March, The Archer’s John Dearing
took this wonderful photo of a rainbow arching
over Viceroy Parade.
So where’s the pot of gold?
8535(AW)TheArcher_2ColumnAdvert:ClintonSmith_020 7267 7727

if you can contribute to this project.
Our contact details are always on
page 2.

War talk

Local resident and historian Peter Hart will be giving a talk
on life in the trenches of the First World War on 12 April at East
Finchley Library at 2pm. Also present from 10.30am to 3.30pm
will be four members of the 10th Battalion Essex Regiment reenactment group, who will be demonstrating the equipment and
kit used by your average Tommy during WW1.

COLIN
SCLARE
S a l e s & L e t t i n g s
119a East End Road, East Finchley, London, N2 0SZ

We require all types of property

for Sale and Letting, so please call us for a free market appraisal and discussion.

Competitive fees: 7% Letting fee 1% Sales fee ( plus vat)
But more importantly, a quality service to you!
Open 6 days a week
9.30 am - 7 pm Monday to Friday
10 am - 3 pm Saturdays
Contact us on
020 8444 3351 www.colinsclare.co.uk sales@colinsclare.co.uk

STEWART DUNCAN opticians

Youurrity
Sercoblemds !
p olve
S
Intruder Alarms
CCTV
Access Control
Intercom Systems
Locks, Doors & Keys
Safes & Grilles
Locksmiths

SINCE 1962

126 High Road, East Finchley, London, N2 9ED tel. no: 020 8883 2020

www.stewartduncan.com

EYE EXAMINATIONS
CONTACT LENSES
DESIGNER EYEWEAR
LATE NIGHT
DYSLEXIA CLINIC
DVLA APPROVED
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Securebase Ltd
112 High Road, East Finchley, London N2 9EB
T: 020 8442 0660
F: 020 8365 2788
info@securebase.co.uk
www.securebase.co.uk

5/2/14

