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Shoes, Trainers, Sandals, Bags and Luggage

1 Manor Park Rd. N2, behind 88 Church Lane, opposite Trinity Church

Tel:  07956 329 150 Open 12-7pm

John’s Shoe Repairs

Complete Repair Service by a craftsman
Same day if required

Key Cutting

COLIN SCLARE  
S a l e s & L e t t i n g s

119a East End Road, East Finchley, London, N2 0SZ

020 8444 3351   www.colinsclare.co.uk   sales@colinsclare.co.uk

To celebrate four years in your local area we are offering
two very good deals for Vendors and Landlords,
for new instructions for a limited period only.

Great customer service is our top priority in our business.
Open 6 days a week.

Fixed price to rent your flat £ 500.00 plus vat ( £ 600)
Fixed price to rent your house £ 1000.00 plus vat(£1200)

Fixed price to sell your flat £ 2500.00 plus vat( £3000)
Fixed price to sell your house £ 5000.00 plus vat( £6000)

Intruder Alarms

CCTV

Access Control

Intercom Systems

Locks, Doors & Keys

Safes & Grilles

Locksmiths

O2O 8442 O66O
Securebase Ltd
112 High Road, East Finchley, London N2 9EB

T: 020 8442 0660  
F: 020 8365 2788

info@securebase.co.uk
www.securebase.co.uk
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STEWART DUNCAN 
OPTICIANS 

126 HIGH ROAD, EAST FINCHLEY, LONDON, N2 9ED 

TEL. NO: 020 8883 2020 
 
 

 
 
 

ARE YOU READY FOR THE SUMMER? 

 

FREE PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES  

OR DESIGNER SUNGLASSES FROM £59 

 
Offer available when you purchase a new pair of spectacles. Free pair includes single vision lenses with full tint and UV protection made to the same prescription as the glasses 

purchased. Upgrades to thinner lenses, bifocals or varifocals are available. Designer range includes Lacoste, Nautica, CK, William Morris, Jaeger, Jensen and Cocoa Mint.  

This offer only applies when you buy a complete pair of spectacles for the usual price. For more details speak to a member of the staff.  

Allez, Archie!
By Daphne Chamberlain
Is it really four years since the London Olympics? We’re hoping you all remember 
that our friend Archie, kneeling above the Tube station, represented Barnet on the 
official 2012 badge.

That’s the way to 
climb a tree!
Families and walkers in Highgate Wood were thrilled 
when this spiral staircase materialised on one of the trees 
near the café to mark London Tree Week at the end of 
May. Called a CanopyStair, it lets people reach to the top 
of the tree on steps which are strapped on independently 
without damaging the trunk. Those who climbed up were 
treated to a view of the cricket and football fields from 
a lofty vantage point some eight metres up.

Archie, who is 76 on 22 
July, was created by sculptor 
Eric Aumonier. It’s too late 
to influence the EU debate, 
but Eric was descended from 
immigrant refugees. As you 
might have guessed, the 
Aumoniers were originally 
French. They were Hugue-
nots (French Protestants), 
and at least one ancestor was 
massacred and another was 
persecuted before fleeing to 
London.

That was in 1685. Thanks 
to a copy of the family tree, 
kindly donated to The Archer 
by Doreen Aumonier, we 
can see that the family were 
mainly craftsmen: weavers, 
jewellers, wheelwrights, and 
later carvers and sculptors.  

As fans of Archie, we’ve 
run several articles about him. 
Here’s a quick factfile on him:
• Archie is the only completed 
statue of several planned for 
new London Underground 
stations. The Second World 
War put paid to the rest. Other 
Aumonier statues are around St 
James’s Park station and the LU 
headquarters. 
• Archie weighs just over 
300kg and cost £245. Nearly 
twice natural size, he is made 
of six hundredweight of beech 
around steel, covered with five 
hundredweight of sheet lead. 
His timber came from the 
former Czechoslovakia and 
gold from South Africa. His 
bow is English ash, bent by 
steam and coated with copper 
and gilt. 
• He was probably constructed 
in three main sections and reas-
sembled on site.
• Over the entrance to the can-
teen in London Underground’s 
Acton Works are two stone 
reliefs made by Eric Aumonier. 
One is a pie and a knife and 
fork; maybe what’s in the pie 
was shot by Archie!

Ladder to the treetops: The tree stairs in Highgate Wood.  
Photo by Alison Roberts

New mayor
C o u n c i l l o r  D a v i d 
Longstaff became the 52nd 
Mayor of Barnet when 
he was officially sworn in 
during the annual meeting 
of the council at Hendon 
Town Hall on 24 May. He 
takes over the role from 
Councillor Mark Shooter.

Councillor Longstaff has 
represented the High Barnet 
ward since 2010. Gillian 
Griffiths will be the Mayoress 
while Sury Khatri and Tara 
Khatri will be the Deputy 
Mayor and Deputy Mayoress 
respectively.

Finishing touches: Eric Aumonier works on Archie in 1940


