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What’s being done to
tackle thieves on mopeds?

Moped-enabled crime has been a significant problem in Muswell Hill and East Finchley
in the last 12 months and the police have had to devise new ways to combat the scourge.
Here, PC Matt Fletcher of Haringey Proactive Investigation Unit describes a typical shift.
The first thing we do when
we begin a shift is to review
the latest intelligence update
on moped crime across the
borough. This is key because it
is how we work out what to do
with the rest of our time.

Searches

We might start by executing
a search warrant at a suspected
moped thief’s address based on
information we’ve received over
the past few days. Phones are one

of the primary targets for moped
enabled theft so if we can recover
these at an address and they are
traceable back to a crime then it
is a great result for us.
If this throws up some further
leads we could then launch an
investigation into a new series of
mobile phone snatches. This can
be painstaking work but these
are rarely one-off incidents, so
the important thing is to try to
link these events as we can then

piece together evidence from
different incidents.

Spraying

Maybe we will next do
some covert patrols around
traffic pinch points. We always
have forensic tagging spray at
the ready. It can be sprayed
on riders that are suspected of
being involved with crime as
they go past and it remains on
their clothes and skin for weeks.
If we later catch up with the
rider, the unique formula of
each spray can allow us to link
them to the offence.

Updating

Jan Lovell, of the East Finchley Safer Neighbourhood Team,
updates us on the latest crime news. Jan and the team can
be contacted by email at: EastFinchley.snt@met.police.uk,
or by phone on 020 7161 9014. Follow the team on Twitter
@MPSEastFinchley.
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Cash machine scam

Loud and clear: The Hope North London team

Thanks for a
grand night out

The Archer tea towels that we sold for children’s charities
a few years ago are now collectors’ items… but they are
still helping good causes. With the last remaining cash
raised from the sales, we recently made a donation to
Hope North London, which provides activities for young
people and their families.

Hope North London’s Jamie Fletcher told us: “Thanks to the
donation from The Archer, we were able to take our Thursday
night youth group bowling. Fourteen young people attended and
enjoyed a game of bowling along with a platter of food. It was
great for the young people on the estate to get out of the area,
enjoy a fun activity, and finish off with a nice meal.”
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Motorcyclist
dies in
collision
By Janet Maitland

A 25-year-old man has died after his motorbike collided
with a van on A1 Falloden Way, just past the traffic lights
at Brookland Rise, NW11. Emergency services rushed to
the scene at about 4pm on Wednesday 8 August.
The victim has been named
as David Szadowki who was
originally from Poland but was
living in Hendon. His next of
kin have been informed.
The 27-year-old driver of the
van was arrested at the scene
on suspicion of death by careless driving and also failing to
appear in court for an unrelated
matter. He has been released
under investigation in relation
to the collision.
Local resident Brian Ingram
arrived at the scene shortly after
the accident happened. He said:
“The motorbike had hit the side
of the van which was turned
sideways to the road. The rider
had also been hit by his own
bike which had fallen on top
of him. When I arrived the van
driver and his passenger were
just standing by the van. They
did not run.”
Anyone with any informa-

tion is asked to call the Serious
Collision Incident Unit on 020
8991 9555. You can also contact
police via Twitter @MetCC,
quoting CAD 5084/8AUG.
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Back Pain
Neck Pain
Whiplash Injury
Sciatica
Sports Injury
Frozen Shoulder
Arthritis
Tennis Elbow
Sprain or Strain
Rehabilitation
Neurological
Stroke

Do look carefully at the slot
area on cash machines before
you put your card in. If it doesn’t
look right don’t use it and call
police on 101. We’ve been getting reports from folk being
approached at cash points that
have been tampered with. Criminals offer to help you retrieve
your card from the machine.
But the ‘help’ is usually asking
you to enter your PIN again,
which means that the slot on the
machine now has both the card
and a record of your PIN, which
x h80mm
the
criminals retrieve once you
have left the scene.
We no longer have banks
with internal cash points on
the High Road, but you can
withdraw cash from your bank
account at the Post Office counter. Another safe way is to ask
for cash back when you do your
supermarket shop or buy petrol.

Number plate theft

Criminals use number plates
to swap between vehicles of the
same make, to try and prevent
detection should a witness get

own a BMW, Audi or Mercedes,
especially a black/dark one, you
are more likely to be targeted
for number plate theft. Halfords
sell anti-theft bolts for number
plates for about £6. You can
also get them online.

Phone scam

A local resident recently
received a phone call from a
man with a South African accent
who said he was from ACC (or a
similar sounding name) asking
if they had ‘received a refund’
regarding their bank charges.
“Apart from never incurring
bank charges and requesting the
caller to delete my number from
their records and hanging up on
him, I decided to inform you
in case there have been other
incidents,” he told us.
Please be aware of this ruse
and do not give out any personal
information or engage with the
caller in any way. Just hang up.

Afterwards perhaps we
will pause to check in with
the central team that oversees
moped crime. This helps us
to get an idea of trends across
London and how this crime
type is developing. This allows
us to continually improve our
approach.

Recovering mopeds

As we draw towards the
end of the shift, we could find
ourselves responding to members of the public to recover
any dumped mopeds. If we
can get these seized and off the
streets then they can’t be used
to commit crime.
For all that hard work it’s
good to see some results.
On one of the warrants we
recently conducted in Haringey we recovered 30 phones
with an estimated retail value
of £20,000 along with £2,000
cash. The male at the address
was arrested and later deported
as a result.

A Local Handyman

available for general household
& garden maintenance.

No Job Too Small
Free Estimates

Call John on: 0789 010 3831
or: 0208 883 5325

Personal services:

Wendy Longworth &
Associates physiotherapy
practice offers a variety
of treatments at the
clinic, or off-site, in
patients homes,
nursing homes,
private hospitals
and other
organisations.

Business services:

www.eastfinchleyclinic.co.uk

Tel: 0203 151 0750 or email: info@AlmarBSL.co.uk .

020 8883 5888
2-3 Bedford Mews Bedford Road London N2 9DF

Bookkeeping & Accounting
Business planning
Business start-up
Company Secretarial
Corporate tax planning
eCommerce & Payment Solutions
Payroll
Service Charge Accounting
VAT

Personal tax planning
Self assessment

Specialist sectors:
Building profits
Charities
Owner directors
Retail
Sole traders

Why choose us?
By providing high quality of service and not charge over the top fees, we
retain the business and loyalty of our customers, as well as win many new
ones through word of mouth. We also work with tax specialists, investor
advisors and auditors to provide clients additional services where there is a
need.
Call us for a FREE review of your requirements and to discuss best way
forward, with no obligation.

Visit our newly improved website with useful and topical information:
www.AlmarBSL.co.uk
Almar Business Solutions Limited is a registered company in England and Wales (registered
number 04541322), holder of ACCA Practising Certificate with Association of Chartered
Certified Accountants and has Professional Indemnity Cover for its business activities.

