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Shoes, Trainers, Sandals, Bags and Luggage

1 Manor Park Rd. N2, behind 88 Church Lane, opposite Trinity Church

Tel:  07956 329 150      Open Tuesday - Saturday 12-7pm

John’s Shoe Repairs

Complete Repair Service by a craftsman
Same day if required

Key Cutting

COLIN SCLARE  
S a l e s & L e t t i n g s

119a East End Road, East Finchley, London, N2 0SZ

Letting fee: 7% (= 8.4% incl vat)     Sales fee: 1% (= 1.2% incl vat)

Contact us on
020 8444 3351   www.colinsclare.co.uk   info@colinsclare.co.uk

But more importantly, a quality service to you!
Open 6 days a week

9.30 am - 7 pm Monday to Friday 10 am - 3 pm Saturdays

We cover East Finchley, Muswell Hill,
Hampstead Garden Suburb, North Finchley, Whetstone,
Finchley Central, Barnet, Friern Barnet, Golders Green,

Archway, Islington and parts of the City.

Intruder Alarms

CCTV

Access Control

Intercom Systems

Locks, Doors & Keys

Safes & Grilles

Locksmiths

O2O 8442 O66O
Securebase Ltd
112 High Road, East Finchley, London N2 9EB

T: 020 8442 0660  
F: 020 8365 2788

info@securebase.co.uk
www.securebase.co.uk
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� EYE EXAMINATIONS 

� CONTACT LENSES 

� DESIGNER EYEWEAR 

� SUNGLASSES 

� LATE NIGHT 

� DYSLEXIA CLINIC 

A trip to the top of the world
Paulina Spencer-Lugtenberg, born in East Finchley, and her husband Edwin, who is 
originally from the Netherlands and moved here 10 years ago, live in New Trinity Road 
and love travelling. Paulina tells us about their latest adventure:

We are avid readers of 
The Archer. We thought we 
would amuse you with some 
pictures from our recent trip to 
Svalbard to celebrate my 40th 
birthday. The Svalbard Islands 
are located in the Arctic Ocean, 
halfway between Norway and 
the North Pole. It is from here 
that the North Pole expeditions 
depart.

The main city where the 
airport is located is called 
Longyearbyen. It is home to 
the Global Seed Vault which is 
critical as a fail-safe seed stor-
age facility so that humankind 

has the ability to grow from 
seed in the event of natural or 
man-made disasters.

Polar bears and 
dinosaur bones 

There are more polar bears 
than humans on Svalbard so 
you are required to carry a 
rifle and be on the look-out at 
all times. About 2,600 people 
live in the whole archipelago 
whereas there are an estimated 
3,000 polar bears.

There are two Russian set-
tlements: one is a ghost town 
mining village called Pyra-

miden, which was formerly a 
model Soviet town. It is slowly 
dilapidating but must have 
once been an impressive place 
with a school, cultural centre 
(with the world’s northernmost 
piano), sports hall, hotel and 
restaurant. Currently, at peak 
season, just 12 Ukrainians live 
there. 

The other town, Barents-
burg, was bought from the 
Dutch in 1932 and still has an 
active mine but is also focused 
on tourism and crafts. To get 
to these places takes a snow 
scooter. The trip to Pyramiden 
and back takes an entire day. 

Some people may recognise 
Svalbard from the TV series 
Fortitude. Like in the show, it is 
true that sick or injured people 
are immediately deported to 
the mainland and no-one can 
be buried here. The permafrost 
is slowly melting, throwing up 
various things from the earth, 
including dinosaur remains! It 
is a fascinating place.

Talbot 
Designs
On last month’s back page 
the RAF Museum’s new 
donation units designed 
by Talbot Designs, of Long 
Lane, N3, were described 
with a link to a YouTube 
video which didn’t work 
because of a production 
error. To see the video, go 
to YouTube and search for 
‘RAF donation boxes’.

True north: Edwin and Paulina in the Svalbard Islands

Cold storage: Paulina outside the Global Seed Vault.


