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Fundraising
drive to make
festival happen

By David Melsome

A crowdfunding campaign has been launched urging
people in East Finchley to pledge a small amount of
money to ensure their long-running summer festival in
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Grease is the word for grage gan

Fashion designer and actress Sadie Frost, centre, joined her friends at the Spanners
With Manners garage in East Finchley to create an all-female version of the famous
Greased Lightning moment from the movie musical Grease as part of a special photo

shoot. Read the full story on page 6. Photo: Debbi Clark.
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Successfulindependent estate agent, established since 1992

Locations

Residential and commercial, sales, lettings and management specialists

Our friendly and helpful staff provide a professional and genuine service
40 High Road, East Finchley

London N2 9PJ

www.primelocations.co.uk

Our office is situated 100 yards from East Finchley Station

enquiries@primelocations.co.uk

020 8883 9090

EVERYTHING /
ELECTRICA

EVERYTHING ELECTRICAL WOULD LIKE TO WISH EAST FINCHLEY

A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!
Lighting the way & Making connections since 1995
38 High Road,London N2 9PJ
0208 444 7994

Best wishes for the

festive season to all our

readers, deliverers and
advertisers, from every-
Q
< one on The Archer team.

Milkmen
upheaval

Atleast12 milkmen, serving
East Finchley, Highgate,
Muswell Hill and nearby
areas, havebeen ousted from
the depot they have used for
many years with just two
weeks’ notice by its owners.
Full story on page 5.

Mugging alert
People of all ages are being
warned to be on their guard
against muggers follow-
ing reports of a spate of
attempted robberies on
teenagers and a distressing
incident involving a com-
muter walkinghomeatnight.
Full story on page 3.

Cherry Tree Wood is a success again in 2020.

New team

There’s a new team respon-
sible for East Finchley Festival
after previous organisers, East
Finchley Community Trust,
felt it was time to hand over the
baton. Now, following a period
of transition, festival volun-
teers Mike Hughes, Miranda
Levey, Charles O’Toole, Alison
Roberts, Owen Rowlands and
Grant Silverman, who all live
locally, are primed and ready to
deliver future events after form-
ing non-profitorganisation East
Finchley Festival CIC.

Free for the community

Entry to the East Finchley
Community Festival is always
free but it does cost money to
run. Sponsorship, stall fees and
programme advertising cover
some of the costs but last year
organisers found that some
businesses were tightening their
belts so the new crowdfunding
approach is an attempt to fill
the cash gap and ensure that
the organising team can start
making bookings for the essen-
tials like stage equipment, bins
and toilets.

Back your festival

Co-organiser Mike Hughes
said: “While we have no inten-
tion of changing the festival,
we are exploring new ways of
financing it. We need to raise
£8,809 and quick, whichis why
we are running a crowdfunding
campaign askinglocal residents
to pledge a small amount. Just
£10 or £20 from enough people
will help ensure we have the
finance to stage the event. So,
please help if you can, our fes-
tival needs you.”

You can make your pledge
at: spacehive.com/east-finchley-
festival. Pledges will only be
charged if the project hits its
funding goal of £8,809 by 8
February 2020.

314
EAST F!CH LEY
FESTIVAL
. £8,000
- £7,000
- £6,000
- £5,000
- £4,000
= £3,000
- £2,000
- £1,000
= £500
£250
£100

spacehive.com/
east-finchley-festival

Grant Silverman told The
Archer: “We are all really
excited about next year’s fes-
tival. We want it to be the best
yet and if that means making
it greener or offering a greater
range of food, then we’re open
to ideas, suggestions and most
ofall sponsorship.So please get
in touch with us at eastfinchley
festival@gmail.com”

The festival is scheduled to
take place on Sunday 21 June
20201in Cherry Tree Wood. Any
pledges, large or small, will be
very welcome.

Total as of | December

* Visit us online at www.the-archer.co.uk or Facebook/Twitter/Instagram:

@TheArcherN2
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Councils

Barnet Council 020 8359 2000
Recycling & refuse 020 8359 4600
Benefits 0800 882200
Haringey Council 020 8489 0000
Recycling & refuse 020 88857700
Benefits 020 8489 2800
Leisure

Alexandra Palace 020 8365 2121
East Finchley Library 020 8359 3815
Everyman, Muswell Hill 0872 436 9060
Garden Suburb Library 020 8458 3301
Muswell Hill Library 020 8489 8773
Phoenix Cinema 020 8444 6789
Vue, North Finchley 0345 3084620
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BR Enquiries 0845 7484950
City Airport 020 7646 0088
Heathrow Airport 0844 3351801

0871781 8181
0343 222 1234
0345 026 4700
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Extra flats are given
go-ahead at High Road site

By David Melsome

A plan to increase the number of flats at a controversial development opposite East
Finchley tube station, first reported in The Archer in July, has been approved by

Barnet Council.

Permission was originally
granted in January 2018 for 21
flats and an office on the former
GLH site. Developer Safeland
PLC claimed this was insuf-
ficiently profitable and asked
for permission to add three flats
and extra office space, part of
which will be accommodated by
excavating underground.

East Finchley councillors
Claire Farrier and Arjun Mittra
raised objections at a recent
planning committee meeting
but the amendment was ulti-

-aygii 11 DN
Expanded development: An early artist’s impression of how the new block will look.

mately approved.
Impact on area during

and after construction

Local residents say they
are particularly worried about
road safety around the new
four-storey development and
the impact it will have on the
Monkey Puzzle nursery school
next door.

Michael McGrath, of Ingram
Road, where homes back on to
the site, said the development
will be an ugly and overbearing
eyesore. Heis worried about the

(

- Beginners -

Tai Chi& Qigong

~ NEW COURSES =~ in East Finchley
Wednesdays am & pm (Trial session: £5)

James Drewe is a qualified teacher and has been practising tai chi for 40 years.
He is the author of 3 books on tai chi & is a member of the BCCMA.

Other classes: WWW. taiiji.co.uk

\ emai: jAMES@taiji.co.uk pmone: 020-8883 3308

\

danger of cars emerging from
the flats’ small parking area
on to the High Road immedi-
ately opposite the busy station
entrance and exit, and of waste
collection lorries trying to ser-
vice the 24 flats.

“The construction period
will be very disruptive to
the life of East Finchley,” he
added. “Hundreds of large
waste lorries will be required
to cart away the wreckage
of the old Georgian building
currently on the site and tons
of soil excavated to form the
underground areas.

“We can expect much dust,
mud and noise to be gener-
ated. There will be no onsite
parking during construction,
so surrounding streets will be
much busier. And no doubt
the High Road will need to be
closed to facilitate the connec-
tion of services.”

Help & Advice

Childline 0800 1111
Citizens Advice Barnet 0300 4568365
CruseBereavementCare 08088081677

EF Advice Service 0300 4568365
LoneParentCentre 02038284834
Missing Persons Helpline 116 000
National DebtLine ~ 0808 156 7718
NSPCC 0808 8005000

Rape Crisis helpline 0808 802 9999
Refuge Crisis Helpine 0808 2000 247

Relate Helpline 03001001234
RSPCA 0300 1234999
Samaritans 116 123
SENDIASS Barnet 020 8359 7637

SENDIASS Haringey 020 3667 5233

Health Advice
AIDSline 020 8363 2141
Alcoholics Anonymous 0845 7697555

Barnet MENCAP 020 8203 6688
Cancer Support 020 8202 2211
Carers’ Line 0808 808 7777
Drinkline 0800 917 8282

I
0800 776600 |
0800 665544

Drugs Helpline
Health Info Service

MIND 020 8343 5700 I
National Blood Centre 084577117711 I
Crime |
Emergency 999 ||
Police non-emergency 101

CrimeStoppers 0800555111 I
Victim Support 08453030900 I
Hospitals |
NHS 11 ]
Barnet General 020 8216 4000 |
Edgware General 0208952 2381 I

02083497500

Finchley Memorial I
020 8346 9343

Oak Lane Clinic

Royal Free 02077940500 |
Whittington 02072723070 |
0APs’ Advice :
Age UK Barnet 020 8203 5040 I
Independent Age 08003196789
Age UK 0800 169 2081

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Barnet Council

8 Abbots Gardens, N2
Variation of condition 1 to plan-
ning permission, toinclude lower-
ing ground floor levels.

11 Beresford Road, N2

Four air conditioning units at rear
on flat roof.

15 Beresford Road, N2
Single-storey side and rear
extension.

67 Brackenbury Road, N2
Extensiontoreardormerwindow
over first floor outrigger.

20 Elmfield Road, N2

Roof extension, including one
rear dormer window and two
front roof lights.

7 Fairlawn Avenue, N2
Single-storey rear extension:
depth 3.5m, eaves height 2.35
m, maximum height 3.5 m.

80 Hamilton Road, N2
Variation to planning permission,
to include increasing the size of
rear roof lantern.

350 Long Lane, N2

Conversion of two self-contained
flats back into a single family
dwelling. Lawful Development
Certificate.

7 Park Hall Road, N2
Single-storey side/rear extension,
including three skylights to new
pitched roof. Lawful Development
Certificate.

Prospect Ring, N2
Non-material amendments to
planning permission, to include
removal of Condition 19 (Model-
ling and Design Work details).

1 Summerlee Gardens, N2
Single-storey rear extension.
The Bobath Centre, 250 East
End Road, N2

Amendment to planning permis-
sion, to include alterations to
cycle storage, additional sections
offencing and gates to front, revi-
sions to glazed entrance screen,
details to roof plant and acoustic
and visual screens. Two internal
white LED illuminated and facade
mounted pan channel lettering,
with translucent vinyl coloured
film and metal canopy fascia to
front and rear entrance.
1-13Willow House, The Grange
Estate, N2

Replacement of roof and asso-
ciated works. Replacement of
windows.

OSTEOPATHY | ACUPUNCTURE

The Robin Kiashek

Clinics

Keeping North London
pain free for 25 years

Visit www.robinkiashek.co.uk

to see how we could help

Most major health insurance accepted

Please note that we also have
a Central London clinic
Ample free parking

The Twyford Practice
52 Twyford Avenue
Fortis Green
London N2 9NL
tel: 020 8315 0979

|
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Be on your
suard against
street robberies

By Diana Cormack

People of all ages are being warned to be on their guard
against muggers following reports of a spate of attempted
robberies on teenagers and a distressing incident involv-

ing a commuter walking home at night.

Parents on social media
have reported a number of
muggings and attempted
muggings on teenagers in the
area, in some cases by youths
carrying knives. Teenagers are
vulnerable as they are on the
streets a lot and often carry
expensive phones, cash and
bank cards. Parents are patrol-
ling some areas in the evenings
to safeguard children walking
home and have called foramore
visible police presence.

Robbery prevented

The Archer has had a first-
hand account of a foiled rob-
bery on Park Road, N2, after
a reader saw a light-coloured
car standing in the road with
one door open and a screaming
neighbour on the pavement,
trying to fend off an attack by
the driver who was attempting
to steal his bag.

Our reader, who does not
wish to be named, yelled at the
assailant hoping to scare him
off. Fortunately this worked
and he drove away. “I was
scared to get too close in case
the attacker had a weapon,” the
readertold us. “The victim did
the right thing in making a lot
of noise to draw attention to
what was happening.”

Other residents called the
police, who were quickly on
the scene and established
that nothing had been taken.
Despite being given a nasty
beating, the man had held on
to his possessions. It could
have been a different story if
no-one had intervened or if the
mugger had been armed. Our
reader hopes that locals will
take heed and stay safe.

Police measures
40 robberies in East
Finchley were recorded by
the Met Police for the year
October 2018 to September
2019, just over three a month.

Inthe year before that, October
2017 to September 2018, there
were 58, almost five a month.

Commenting on the recent
increase in local robberies,
Jan Lovell, of East Finchley
Safer Neighbourhood Team,
says: “We have increased both
uniformed and plain clothed
officers on patrol, on foot
and in cars, on the ward. We
also are working with Barnet
borough CCTV to identify
offenders and as observation
to assist officers.”

Advice on staying safe

The Archer asked Jan to
suggest ways in which we
can all stay safe. Jan advises
people to look confident, be
aware of their surroundings
and not use earphones. If you
feel you’re being followed,
move quickly to a busy well-lit
area such as a shop, restaurant
or transport hub and ask for
help or get on a bus and ask
the driver for help.

Meet friends in busy places
and don’t hang around on
the street. Put your phone
away after using it. Use your
device’s security features or
PIN locking mechanisms to
protect data and prevent it
being used if stolen. Install a
tracker app and act quickly if
your phone is stolen.

Keep anote of your phone’s
unique IMEI number — but not
on your phone — which can
be obtained by keying in * #
06 #. Register this number on
immobilise.com so the phone
can’t be used if stolen.

Parents should ask young
family members what they
would do if they felt unsafe
when out so that they have
a plan of action. They could
also encourage them to carry
apersonal alarm, which can be
picked up relatively cheaply
online.

Caring network: Animal welfare officer Abi McEwan, left, with fostered cat Caspar, and a young carer
feeds Caspar when he is just five weeks old. Photos: RSPCA Finchley.

Neglected Kittens in desperate
need of loving foster parents

RSPCA officers are appealing for help from anyone in East Finchley who is willing to
foster neglected kittens and cats until they can be found a permanent home.

The charity is presented
with a steady stream of mis-
treated cats buthas only limited
cattery places of its own in the
Finchley, Golders Green and
Hendon District. A network of
foster volunteers would help to
meet the demand.

How foster-care works

Foster parents are expected
to provide food, water, a toilet-
ing area, stimulation and rest
in a suitable area at home.
A foster placement can be
anything from a few days or
a few weeks or more and is
agreed in advance. All costs
and expenses, including vet-
erinary fees, are covered by
the RSPCA.

Animal welfare officer Abi
McEwan said fostering gives
people who would normally be
unableto take ina catlong-term

an opportunity to spend time
with animals. The benefits to
hosts of all ages can be huge.

She said: “We do not expect
peopletohave previous experi-
ence of owning a cat, although
this often is helpful, we only
ask they have a passion for
animals and some availability
and understanding for those
animals in their care.

“There is the reward of
offering a helping hand and
making a difference to a cat’s
life by ensuring its future re-
home-ability and the happiness
of a prospective adopter.”

Potential volunteers should
be aware that very young
kittens will need bottle feed-
ing every four hours round
the clock. They are asked to
complete an application form,
supply two references and

accept a visit by an RSPCA
officer to make sure their home
is suitable.

“It may seem like a long
and arduous process,” said Abi,
“but typically we are able to
process within two weeks and
often foster carers receive their
first cat within the first two
weeks of acceptance, such is
the demand.”

Carpenters welcome

To apply, email awo@
rspcafinchley.org.uk for an
application form, or contact the
local animal welfare officer by
telephone on 07733 395729.
The RSPCA would also like to
hear from any potential volun-
teers with carpentry skills who
could help enrich the lives of
the cats in foster care by making
them some cat trees.

260 East End Road

Nicky Sharp
Osteopathy Clinic

Cranial and Structural Osteopathy
and Acupuncture
All Major Insurers Accepted

For consultations and appointments:
Telephone: 020 8815 9433

www.nickysharposteopathy.co.uk

London N2 8AU

e-mail: info@nickysharposteopathy.co.uk

Man charged
after ‘stabbing’

By Janet Maitland

A man has been charged
with causing grievous
bodily harm with intent
after a man was allegedly
stabbed in Muswell Hill in
the early hours of Thursday
31 October.

Police were called to Fortis
Green Road, N10, at 1.40am
to a report of a stabbing. The
victim was rushed to hospital
by the London Ambulance
Service where his condition
was described as stable.

Keray Granfield, 21,
appeared at Highbury Corner
Magistrates Courton 1 Novem-
ber, where he was remanded
in custody to appear at Wood
Green Crown Court on 5
December.

ACCOUNTANTS
FOR SMALL

BUSINESS

At TaxAssist Accountants we specialise in
supporting small businesses.

* Business Accounts & Taxation
 Self Assessment Tax Returns
* Bookkeeping & VAT

e Payroll CIS & RTI

* Company Formations

e Initial consultation
free with no obligation

020 8883 5258

www.taxassist.co.uk/eastfinchley

=

Offer GOOD value and reasonable fees;
Here to WORK for you and give you honest, straightforward and effective
advice in a timely efficient manner.

T:0208 883 9414 . F: 0208 444 5414
W: www.creegodfreyandwood.co.uke
Cree Godfrey & Wood 28 High Road East Finchley London N2 9P

W
SOLICITORS

Cree Godfrey & Wood provide a full range of services including Residential and Commercial
Conveyancing, Landlord and Tenant advice, Employment (Compromise Agreements), Family,
Wills Probate and Elderly Client advice and Lasting Powers of Attorney.

Why choose CGW Solicitors?

Our team are:
COMMITTED to excellent customer service;

W: www.creegodfreyandwood.co.uk
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Existing M zone

Inner circle: A map of the new parking zone

Proposed
new M|
zone

Changes afoot to parking

zones flooded b

By John Lawrence

y commuters

Major changes to parking zones in East Finchley are in the pipeline after residents raised
concerns about their roads being clogged by commuters who leave their cars all day.

A new controlled parking
zone, or CPZ, isbeing proposed
for the roads closest to the tube
station. It would operate from
10am to 6.30pm Monday to
Saturday and is intended to
deter drivers who move their
cars there from elsewhere in
the existing ‘M’ zone, which is
in a curve as far out as Green-
halgh Walk, Trinity Avenue and
Hertford Road.

At the same time, Barnet
Council has agreed to add
Leslie Road and Leopold Road
to the existing M zone, where
parkingisrestricted to residents
only between 2pm and 3pm
‘Monday to Friday. Until now,
these two roads have been just
outside the CPZ and have found
themselves first choice for com-
muters who leave their cars and

walk the final half-mile to the
station.
Station parking

Residents in the roads clos-
estto Cherry Tree Wood and on
the other side of the tube station
around Edmunds Walk and The
Causeway have long reported
difficulties with parking close to
theirhomes. They say anumber
of commuters from further out
in the existing M zone will get
in their cars and drive to this
area, rather than take a five or
10-minute walk to the station.

The proposednew M1 zone,
which was put out for public
consultation in November,
would mean residents on these
roads would be able to buy
permits that will not be avail-
able to residents elsewhere in
the M zone. A final decision on

Business services:
Bookkeeping & Accounting
Business planning
Business start-up
Company Secretarial
Corporate tax planning
eCommerce & Payment Solutions
Payroll
Service Charge Accounting
VAT

Why choose us?

need.

forward, with no obligation.

www.AlmarBSL.co.uk

Almar BSL

Accountancy | Tax Consultancy | Bookkeeping & Payroll

By providing high quality of service and not charge over the top fees, we
retain the business and loyalty of our customers, as well as win many new
ones through word of mouth. We also work with tax specialists, investor
advisors and auditors to provide clients additional services where there is a

Call us for a FREE review of your requirements and to discuss best way

Tel: 0203 151 0750 or email: info@AlmarBSL.co.uk .
Visit our newly improved website with useful and topical information:

Almar Business Solutions Limited is a registered company in England and Wales (registered
number 04541322), holder of ACCA Practising Certificate with Association of Chartered
Certified Accountants and has Professional Indemnity Cover for its business activities.

Personal services:
Personal tax planning
Self assessment

Specialist sectors:

Building profits
Charities
Owner directors
Retail

Sole traders

introducing the new zone will
be taken in the spring.

Leslie and Leopold

The extension of the 2-3pm
parking restrictions into Leslie
Road and Leopold Road is
likely to take effect in the first
few months of 2020. Eighty-
eight per cent of respondents
there declared in favour of the
CPZ when a consultation was
held earlier this year.

Residents Kathy Batten,
David Johns, Delory Lowndes
and Valerie Teague led the cam-
paign. They told The Archer:
“Once in place our CPZ
will regulate non-resident/
commuter parking ensuring
residents can park near their
homes. It should also help
reduce congestion and driver
conflict, making parking a
less stressful experience and
creating a more pleasant and
safer environment forall.” See
Letters pg 11.

Midhurst Butchers

Certified organic meat
at reasonable prices
Free-range poultry

Home-made sausages
(including Boerwors)

2 Midhurst Parade,

Fortis Green, London N10
Tel. 020 8883 5303

Tree planting: A new sapling in Lincoln Road. Photo Mike Coles

What goes up must
come down

Many residents in Lincoln Road, N2, were pleased to
see Barnet Council contractors planting a range of new
trees along the pavements outside their homes in late
October, promising buds and greenery for springs and
summers to come.

Meanwhile reader Diane Goodkind let us know that branches
trimmed from trees in East End Road back in the summer, again
by Barnet Council, were still waiting to be collected five or six
months on. The tree debris is partially blocking the pavement.

Local councillors have repeatedly requested that the piles are
collected but so far with no success. So, watch your step!

Tree debr/s One of the pl es of green Waste in East End Road
Photo: Diane Goodkind.

A Local Handyman

available for general household
& garden maintenance.

No Job Too Small
Free Estimates
Call John on: 0789 010 3831
or: 0208 883 5325

artsdepot in association with The New Wolsey Theatre presents

Twi Nw{ll[ E rIlL P

N DTRUJ_

The panto
packed with
rock, pop and
soul music-
performed LIVE

arts d.ep'o'f

Sat 30 Nov 2019 - Sun 5 Jan 2020
020 8369 5454 www.artsdepot.co.uk
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Milkmen upheaval
after years of serving
local customers

By Ann Bronkhorst

Milkmen serving East Finchley, Highgate and Muswell
Hill have been ousted from the depot they have used for
many years with just two weeks’ notice by its owners.

The independent deliverers
had a supply agreement with
Capital Dairies, renewable
every two years and based on
the long-established use of
their north London depot and
vehicles. These were bought
two years ago by Milk & More,
owned by the large German
firm Miiller.

This year, the milkmen’s
agreement was not renewed;
instead they say they were
told they would have to move
to Capital Dairies’ new site in
Barking, Essex, less convenient
for most of them and without
electric vehicles. They claim
Milk & More offered to buy
their rounds for their own
deliverers to take over.

Going independent: Milkman
Mike Fuller

Angry and shell-shocked
at their treatment, the milk-
men refused the company’s
proposal. Staying united, they
searched for another supplier
and found Ongar Dairy in
Epping, which supplies the
well-regarded Cotteswold milk
and can provide vehicles, albeit
quite noisy ones, for now.

Online or traditional

The milkmen say the online-
only ordering system run by
Milk & More does not work for
everyone. “Not all customers
have the internet,” said Mick
Fuller, who delivers in East
Finchley, “and many love the
one-to-one contact with their

milkman.” He points out the
flexibility with which orders
can be arranged and altered
when customers know and trust
their regular local milkman.

Tony Drew, who has deliv-
ered in Highgate for 40 years,
spoke movingly about the social
role of milkmen. He has been
involved with rescues, helping
stroke victims, calling police to
burglaries and other situations
when the protective presence
of someone who knows the
community has been vital. For
him, “It’s not the money aspect
but the moral aspect. [ will fight
to the end.”

Milk & More respond

Andrew Kendall, Deputy
CEO of Milk & More told The
Archer: “Atno time were these
independent milkmen told that
they needed to sell their rounds
to Milk & More and that if they
did not they had to vacate the
premises they operate from and
lose their electric vehicles,” but
added: “If they were interested
in selling to us then we would
review the opportunity.” The
spokesman also emphasised
that Milk & More’s contract was
“solely with Capital Dairies...
[we] have no contracts with
these independent milkmen.”
Milk & More and Capital Dair-
ies, he said, had met in August
to discuss their agreement and
“agreed to serve notice on the
arrangement.” Of'this the milk-
men say they knew nothing.

Watch this space

These long-serving milk-
men have at least succeeded in
protecting their rounds fornow,
so customers’deliveries are safe
and these traditional, much-
valued small businesses won’t
disappear ... here, at least. In
fact there’s been a tsunami of
support on social media. One
typical comment is: “Let’s all
try to spread the word and help
milk delivery services survive.”

Double the fun at toy library

By Diana Cormack
The Green Man Centre in Strawberry Vale, N2, has been housing Finchley Com-
munity Toy Library every Tuesday morning in term time for five years. In January
2020 openings will be extended to include Monday afternoons, giving more pre-school
children and their parents the chance to enjoy some valuable play experience with a
variety of toys but without the cost of buying them.

There is a soft play area for
babies and each session offers
activities for toddlers, which
includes story time, along with
facilities for adults to share play
with their youngsters. Two toys
can be taken for two weeks ata
time at a minimal cost. Books,
of which there is an impressive
collection, are not charged for.

Meeting a need
Sadly the toy library in
Muswell Hill closed this
summer as did East Finch-
ley’s own many years ago.

Finchley Community Toy
Library founder Nina Gentry
said: “It is so hard to get into
a library these days. You need
a PIN code, a timetable and all
that nonsense. Most obstruc-
tive!” She told The Archer of
her future plans for a book bag
scheme to encourage parents of
pre-schoolers into the habit of
book borrowing.

The toy library is open to
all, though it is under the aus-
pices of Barnet Lone Parent
Centre, which is able to offer

help and advice to parents who
are on their own for whatever
reason. Attendance is flexible
after registering. Sessions are
run by a group of paid and
volunteer workers who have
been described as friendly and
accommodating and who offer
coffee and snacks to users as
well as a warm welcome.

Formore information search
online for Barnet Lone Parent
Centre, call 020 3828 4824 or
email nina.gentry@peabody.
org.uk

Stories of a church and its soldiers

By Sue Windridge

After much hard work, All
Saints’ Church in Durham
Road, N2, launched two
fascinating publications
at its open day in October.
The first is a long-awaited
history titled The Story of All
Saints’, East Finchley in a
colourful and engaging format,
written by David Sillito, who
is the BBC’s media and arts
correspondent and a member
of the congregation.

The second publication, /n
Memoriam, collects together
articles on the casualties listed
on the All Saints’ war memo-
rial, researched and written by
congregation member Sally
Atkinson and previously pub-
lished over a period of four
years in the parish magazine.

All Saints’ East Finchley

In Memoriam

Qur Casualties of the First World War

ao‘ﬁ:r

Tales to remember: The cover of one of the All Saints’ books

The men listed on the memo-
rial are aged between 16 and 40.
Mostdied onthe Western Front,
but one died in East Africa and
one in Mesopotamia. There are
four sets of brothers.

The Story of All Saints’,
East Finchley costs £10 and In
Memoriam £7.50, and both are
available by emailing saintsab-
ounding@gmail.com or calling
07767 427264.

JAPANESE

Acupuncture
& moxibustion

Promoting good health & wellbeing

FionsHurlock
www,ﬂonatﬁ urlock.com

Utopia, N2 9E] Ph 07795 203107

east
chley

clinic

Back Pain

Neck Pain
Whiplash Injury
Sciatica

Sports Injury
Frozen Shoulder
Arthritis

Tennis Elbow
Sprain or Strain
Rehabilitation
Neurological
Stroke

’Wendy Longworth &
Associates physiotherapy
| practice offers a variety
of treatments at the
clinic, or off-site, in
patients homes,

nursing homes,

private hospitals

nd other

rganisations.

.eastfinchleyclinic.co.uk

20 8883 5888

2-3 Bedford Mews Bedford Road London N2 9DF

Begin

30 years teaching e»

ers & Grades 1-8

perience - beginners to advanced
BA (Hons), PGCE (Music)
mail.com

—

020-8444 0655

DO YOU FEEL VERY ANXIOUS MUCH OF THE TIME?

Does your anxiety sometimes feel out of proportion?
Do you find it hard to calm and soothe yourself?
There will be a good reason for your levels of anxiety,
possibly buried in experiences from the past

HYPNOTHERAPY CAN HELP YOU REACH, RELEASE
AND CLEAR HISTORIC TRIGGERS FOR ANXIETY

Free, no-obligation, introductory chat

Call or email me to find out more:
kathryn@kathrynscorza.co.uk

020 8444 5498 07703 404 839

www.kathrynscorza.co.uk
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Tyred out: Mechanic Stevie Barrow in a shot from the charity
calendar. Photo: Debbi Clark.

Calendar girls from

the car workshop

Who says being a garage mechanic can’t be glamorous?
The team at London’s first all-female car workshop make
greasy boiler suits look chic in a special photo shoot for

a 2020 charity calendar.

And the Spanners With Man-
ners mechanics pulled in the star
power of their friend, actress
Sadie Frost, to join them in some
ofthe photographs, all shotat their
garage in Long Lane, N2.

Itwasacold day in November
but professional photographer
Debbi Clark and a make-up artist
made sure everyone looked their
best. Ideas and styling for the
shots came from garage owners
Siobhan Murphy and Laura Ken-
nedy, along with their colleagues
Megan, Stevie and Emma.

“It was amazing to do but a
little scary,” said Siobhan. “Sadie
is a professional but none of
us had ever been in front of a
proper photographer before. To

be honest, we were pretty stiff to
start with but after a while we all
loosened up and had fun.”

Arts for children

Everypennyraised fromsales
ofthe full-colour calendarwill go
to the Sir Hubert Von Herkomer
Arts Foundation which provides
free after-school clubs in arts
subjects and arranges excursions
to art galleries, theatres and exhi-
bitions for children aged five to
18 across England.

You can find out more about
the charity and reserve a copy of
the calendar, featuring a differ-
ent photo of the Spanners With
Manners team every month, at
vonherkomerfoundation.org/
shop/ for £16.99.

Search starts for ways to clean

up the air we breathe

By Ruth Anders

Did you know that typical Londoners spend 90% of their time indoors, that every
bus shelter and set of traffic lights is a toxic air hotspot and that 52% of journeys that
could be done on foot in Barnet are made by car?

Around 50 people streamed
into Martin School, East
Finchley, in mid-October to
hear these and other mes-
sages, as well as ask lively
and sometimes confrontational
questions.

Eco Team and more

But this was not before
eight young Martin School Eco
Team students had made a well-
researched and impassioned
plea for more action relating to
the air we breathe. These chil-
dren have been involved with
a clean air school project, and
are probably better informed
than most of us. One of their
many initiatives includes the
growing of eco-friendly plants
to counter air pollution.

Under the chairmanship
of East Finchley Community
Trust’s Kate Brown, audi-
ence members heard about the
London Assembly’s aim to
get 80% of London journeys
achieved on foot, by bicycle
or public transport. Assembly
member Leonie Cooper stressed
the value of 20mph speed limits
in reducing air pollution.

Tamara Djuretic, Director of
Public Health and Prevention
for Barnet Council, explained
the council’s ongoing initiatives
such as the mapping of air qual-
ity hotspots against childhood
asthma and the planned New
Year anti-idling campaign.

Audience views

Much excitable discussion
followed about future goals
including the reduction of
four-wheel drive cars on our
streets and planted green walls
to replace metal fences around
schools. Suggested tips made

Clean break: Residents at the meeting on air quality.

us all think about opening our
house windows more often and
pausing before taking our cars
halfamile when we could walk.
One Creighton Avenueresident
raised his concern about nox-
ious fumes resulting from local
allotment bonfires.

Leonie, Tamara, Kate and
East Finchley’s three ward
councillors promised to take all
the issues on board, although
next steps are unclear at this
stage. For the most part, this
fascinating session raised more
questions than it answered.

St Mary’s Catholic Church
279 High Road N2 8HG
www.stmaryseastfinchley.org

X

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Christmas Eve
Children’s Mass with Nativity Play 6 pm
Mass for Midnight: 10 pm

Christmas Day
Family Mass 10 am
Sung Mass partly in Latin 12 noon

Your local home care company

Call us now on 0300 124 5231
for your free assessment and
get £100 off your 2" invoice!

Gy, THE
£5Y/25. CEDARS
~%~" HOME CARE

30, High Road
East Finchley
N2 9P)

Winter will be a busy time in the wood

Litter picks and a community orchard are part of the plans for the continued revival of Cherry
Tree Wood. Roger Chapman, from the Friends of Cherry Tree Wood, brings the latest news.

Clean-ups

Regular litter picking and
general clean-up sessions are
now planned for Cherry Tree
Wood. Winter dates are the
second Sunday of each month
starting Sunday 8 December at
2pm. Take a break from shop-
ping, de-stress and join us in
our beautiful local wood for
some litter-picking cheer. We
will also be starting our leaf
mould compost by clearing
leaves off paths.

Further clean up sessions
follow on Sunday 12 January,
Sunday 9 February and Sunday
8 March, again all at 2pm. Vol-
unteers are asked to meet at the
Summerlee Avenue gate.

Community orchard

The idea of a community
orchard has been discussed in
the past. Due to a recent course
run by the London Community
Orchard charity the idea has
moved on rapidly.

The course was about
designing a small orchard for
a particular area. We chose the
area between the tennis courts
and the main path, pictured. Two
ancient half dead roses in the
bed have recently disappeared.
Aspartofthe course the Friends
were entitled to choose five two-
year-old fruit trees. We ordered
Core Blimey, Cornish Aromatic
and Ashmead’s Kernel, all
apples, Humbug, a pear, and

Flavour King, a mix of plum
and apricot. While we wait on
their delivery we’re negotiating
with Barnet Council to ensure
they approve of us planting the
trees (with guards) in the loca-
tion shown.

Please drop us an email with
your views on the project and
join our email list to keep in
touch with events in the Wood.
We will also hold an event in
the Wood after Christmas to
consult with local people before

finally announcing a planting
date. Email friendsofcher-
rytreewood@gmail.com
Annual General Meeting
Our AGM will be held on
Tuesday 14 January at Monkey
Puzzle Nursery, just outside the
High Road entrance to the wood,
starting at 7.30pm. Everyone
is welcome to attend and take
part. Meanwhile, keep up to
date with the Friends on our
website: https://friendsofcher-
rytreewood.home.blog/

What’s happening with

the pavilion?

A year has passed since the decision to demolish the
disused pavilion in Cherry Tree Wood was made public,

yet it would appear that so far nothing has been done.
At the beginning of pse 4 pr:

the yeara Barnet Council
spokesman told us: “We
are currently awaiting
quotations for the build-
ing to be safely demol-
ished. Once these have
beenreceived and evalu-
ated we will programme
the works for as soon
as is practicable.” (The
Archer, Jan 2019).

It was believed that this
would happen once the money
was available. However, it
seems we will have to wait a
while for the crumbling struc-
ture to be dismantled.

Fenced off: The pavo last nth

Fal

e
T

The latest statement from
Barnet says: “The contractor is
currently undertaking a series
of pre-start works, including
arranging for the disconnec-
tion of utilities, after which the
building will be demolished.”
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Three-year plan to
bring visible changes

to Big

By John Lawrence

Local area

Sixyears after being awarded £1million in lottery cash the
Grange Big Local team is set to agree a new three-year
plan for projects that it hopes will transform the lives of
people living in a large area of East Finchley.

The Big Lottery Fund award
was originally announced in
2013 to support community
ideasinthe area bounded by the
High Road, Church Lane, East
End Road and the North Circu-
lar. Money has been released in
installments and work will carry
on until 2026.

Big Local chair: James Masters

Varied achievements

To date, the Grange Big
Local team has funded youth
projects such as Art Against
Knives and Basketball is Edu-
cation, and run weekly citizens
advice sessions at St Mary’s
Parish Centre, High Road, N2.
InNovember 2018 it supported
residents affected by the fire in
Willow House on the Grange,
and for several years has run
an annual Fun Palace event for
the whole community. Other
projects include regular lunch
clubs and a summer coach trip
to Southend.

Complex projects take
time

Butchairman James Masters
acknowledges that they have
underestimated the time it will
take to get some of their larger
projects off the ground. These
include ideas like new play
areas for youngsters, finding
a community hub where local
people canmeet and improving
the underpass between Trinity
Road and Manor Park Road.

“We have found that there
are many moving parts in these
types of projects,” he told The
Archer, “with sometimes five
or six service providers like
Barnet Council or Transport for
London involved. It can take a
lot of time to coordinate them
all and see changes happen.

“That’s why the new three-
year planis so important. [ want
to work out what’s achievable
and then spend some of our
money on professional project
managers who have the time
and experience to get the pro-
jects done.”

On the list?

Ideas put forward by local
residents at an open afternoon
in November included making
more use of the new Barnwood
green space in Tarling Road,
improving equipment in the
Market Place play area and
supporting young entrepreneurs
in the area. The three-year plan
will be announced early next
year ready to start in April.

Autumn fair success

By Stroma Leith

Despite dreadful weather on Saturday 2 November, the
autumn fair at Holy Trinity Church in Church Lane, N2,
was a great success. People flooded in to enjoy the stalls
selling children’s clothes and toys, books, bric-a-brac,
cakes, chutney, jewellery, plants and much more.

There were competitions
suchas ‘Splattherat’and ‘Guess
the name of the giant bear’
(Baloo, in case you wondered);
story telling for the children and
abottle tombola; meal deals for
the hungry and the famousraffle

with fabulous prizes.

More than £2,600 was raised
providing much needed funds
for the church and we are most
grateful to all who came to
support us. We hope even more
people will come next year.

Holy Trinity Parish Church 67 Church Lane, East Finchley
Church of England

We are a warm and friendly congregation
who look forward to welcoming you.
Please join us in listening to God's story of love for Humanity
and in celebrating it through music and prayer

Holy Communion on every Sunday at 10.00 am
Carol Service on Sunday 15th December at 5:00 pm
Nativity Play on Tuesday 24th December at 4:00 pm
Christmas Midnight Mass on Tuesday 24th December at 11:30 pm
Christmas Day Family Mass on Wednesday 25th December at 10:00 am

Children's Sunday Cub ¢ Meet over coffee after church

For more information do check us out on
www.holytrinityeastfinchley.org.uk

Easily learmed: Renato Corsetti, left, past president of the World Esperanto Association, with Esperanto
author Anna Lowenstein. Photo: Mike Coles.

Internacia lingvo en Orienta Finchley

(That’s Esperanto for ‘International language in East Finchley’)

By David Gritten

Renato Corsetti writes a short sentence on a piece of paper, then asks for a translation.
What he has written looks unfamiliar at first, but, with the exception of the final word,
it’s not so hard to decipher. It reads: ‘Esperanto estas internacia linguo facile lernebla.’

The meaning of the whole
sentence? “Esperanto is an
international language, easily
learnable.”

Renato and his wife Anna
Lowenstein live in St Pancras
Court, High Road, N2, and
are both leading lights in the
world of Esperanto, known as
the most widely spoken ‘con-
structed international auxiliary
language.’ It was devised some
130 years ago to help eliminate
barriers of misunderstanding
between people who speak
different languages.

Growing interest

The couple say that enthusi-
asm for Esperanto is growing,
notably among a generation of
young people who travel widely
and meet people from different
countries. Online courses such
as Duolingo are encouraging
interest and, for the past four
years, there has been an exam
organised by the London Espe-
ranto Club (founded in 1903).
Success rates are gratifyingly
high.

Italian-born Renato, a former
president ofthe World Esperanto
Association, and Anna run
twice-weekly classes in north
London, which are enthusi-
astically attended. He teaches
advanced classes, she teaches
intermediate. Renato observes:
“People come from as far as
Scotland, Wales and Ireland.”

“New people keep turning
up,” confirms Anna. “I think
they get involved because as
soon as they start learning it,
they feel they’re part of some-
thing.”

Family language

They met at an Esperanto
congress in the late 70s and got
to know each other in Lucerne,
Switzerland. “We spoke in Espe-
ranto, which was our common
language,” recalls Renato. “It
is now the common language
between us.” Their sons, now
in their 30s, speak Esperanto,
English and Italian.

Anna, who was born and
raised in north London, has
written two novels in Espe-
ranto. Their titles translate as
The Stone City and Death of an
Artist. She reflects: “The whole
point of Esperanto is that it’s an

easy language. When I was 13
I got a book out of the library
in Muswell Hill. I knew about
it because my great uncle was
interested in it. He said ithad no
irregularities. And it’s true. It’s
easy, especially if you’re learn-
ing French or Latin, as [ was.”

After her 33-year spell in
Italy, they moved to London
some five years ago. They are
pleased by the growing popular-
ity of Esperanto; it has recently
been estimated that 814,000
people worldwide are currently
learning it.

“So many young people
travel a lot or go to meetings
abroad,” Renato reflects. “And
wherever they go—China, Thai-
land — there are esperantists!”

Formoredetails about Espe-
ranto email Renato at: renato.
corsetti@gmail.com

Greene Driving School
East Finchley N2
From £20.00 per hour
for 2 hr lesson
Safe driving for life
Small manual Low Co2 Car
Eco & Low Maintenance Tuition
Pass Plus 4 cheaper Insurance.
Call John mm1
0773 851 4406 greenedriving.co.uk

"1
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[/ EXEMPT
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CHECK-UPS £22.70

(this includes x-rays where necessary)

east finchley

Miles

expert general & cosmetic dentistry

PATIENTS AND

\ CHII.DREN UNDER 18 ARE FREE |

I
e - =

new L5 list now open

member of the
BDA and the BDHF

HI}.'"IL

smile with confidence

020 8444 3436

144 The High Road, East Finchley, London N2 9ED
www.eastfinchleysmiles.co.uk




8

DECEMBER 2019

The Archer - www.the-archer:co.uk

B 9 Joe hc honoured for

his work with
young people

Joe Strong with his Community
Award. Photo Mike Coles

By Diana Cormack

East Finchley worker Joe Strong was presented with an
award at a ceremony in Hendon in September in recogni-
tion of the 23 years he has given to working with young
people in the community.

It came from the AAA4S-

UCCESS charity, founded in

Celebration and prizes

Thesspirit of celebration was felt at the Archer Academy’s
prizegiving ceremony when former pupils were welcomed
back to help mark the achievements of current students.

Former army officer turned
adventurer Neil Laughton was
the guest speaker and shared
stories about climbing Everest
and racing from Land’s End
to John O’Groats on a penny
farthing. The audience were
treated to both music and
dance performances during

the event.

The secondary school in
Eagans Close, N2, thanked
members of the East Finchley
community, including East
Finchley Open and Beaumont
Close Residents Association,
for their continued support of
the annual ceremony.

Prize moment: Sophie, from Year || at the Archer Academy, collects
her award for art from Lesley Andrew and Peter Hale, of East
Finchley Open, as guest speaker Neil Laughton looks on.

FUN and MUSIC for BABIES and TODDLERS

Leicester by Cheryl Armatrad-
ing in memory of her son and
young murder victim Antoin
Akpom to assist and support
young people towards achiev-
ing their ambitions in life.

Joe’s own life changed in
1995 when, after a career in
night club management, he
decided to do something differ-
ent. Hemoved from Manchester
to London and began working
with youngsters, often vulner-
able or problematic teenag-
ers who had difficulties with
mainstream schooling, as well
as doing support work in the
secondary sector.

Monday, Friday and more

Many Strawberry Vale resi-
dents will know Joe from his
work with the thriving football
section of the Monday Club
and also from the Friday Youth
Club. He told us thathe has also
been mentoring and working
with young individuals in the
community who have mental
health issues.

Joebelieves the reduction in
social services has contributed
greatly towards many of the
problems young people are
now experiencing. He told The
Archer that when he started
working in Barnet in 1996, the
borough ran 23 youth centres
but that today there are only
two: Canada Villa in Mill Hill
and Finchley Youth Theatre on
the High Road.

Helping each other: Monkey Puzzle pre—shoo/ers W/'t residents at
Nazareth House. Photo: Chloe O'Donovan.

Nursery visits bridge
the generation gap

By Tamara Manrique Lago

Our Monkey Puzzle pre-schoolers had the opportunity
to learn about our elders and share a space with them at
Nazareth House Care Home, East End Road, N2, thanks
to the JOY (Joining Old and Young) project founded by

Jenny Kossew.

We walked up the High
Road, which gave us the
opportunity to develop our
learning of road safety, sharing
space with other pedestrians
and “stranger danger”. There
was lots to see on the way.
The children talked about the
numbers they saw on the buses
and on price labels for the fruit
and veg stands.

JOY is all about joining
old and young together. It is a

lovely experience for everyone
involved, as each month the
pre-schoolers go to the care
home to visitthe elderly, build-
ingrelationships with them and
learning to adapt to different
social situations. Each child is
paired with one of the residents
and together do lots of singing
and an arts and crafts activity,
in this case decorating paper
people. We’re looking forward
to our visit again next month.

Words and pictures: Author and illustrator Alexis Deaa;n at Martin School

Stories brought to life

in N2 on TUESDAYS and THURSDAYS at 10am SPANISH
‘ ) All levels
\ with ool FARE | Insmall friendly groups
,}Ir LIVEACCOMPANIMENT & with experienced native
ON VIOLIN AND GUITAR GCSE &A LeVeI
T\"ﬁ AT ghton Avenue SISFIJee:sl,(s gontact Zoraida
reighton Avenue \ .
X0 MU C 07747657914
https://www.facebook.com/teddybearsmusicclub Email:

zramirezb@hotmail.co.uk

https://www.facebook.com/SteppingStonesEastFinchley
or text 07836 284538
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DO JOIN US THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON
EAST FINCHLEY METHODIST CHURCH

197 High Road, London N2 8AJ (opp. Creighton Ave.)

Carols by Candlelight

Full details of all our Christmas services are on our website s
tel: 020 8346 1700 www.eastfinchleymethodist.org.uk ta
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Year 2 pupils at Martin School have been completing
projectsinspired by the book Beegu by Alexis Deacon and,
shortly before the half term break, the author himself
popped in to run a workshop, read the book and talk to
them about the story. Headteacher Miss Chater said the
children were enthralled.

ﬁ}é’i*; & ek
\TWOBYTWO

Pet Boutique

Independent veterinary care in modern, spacious facilities
Sunday 15 December, 5.00 p.m. {2: Free vet healthchecks for new puppies, kittens and rabbit kits
¢ . .
Christmas Day Family Service - 10.00 a.m. Cats - Dogs - Small Mammals - Birds - Reptiles
)

~ 178-180 Long Lane, Finchley N3 2RA
020 3865 8905

www.twobytwovets.co.uk
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Climate change protests: What are they like from the inside?

Protests by Extinction Rebellion (XR) activists have
become a part of city life this year, most recently in
October when a number of London locations were
occupied. Augusta Hall is a receptionist at Muswell
Health Centre and volunteered as an XR steward in
Trafalgar Square. Here’s her diary of the event.

Stewards are responsible
for keeping rebels and the
public safe. We observe,
listen and answer many
questions. On site we famil-
iarise ourselves with where
everything is: for example,
all exits, toilets, welcome
and wellbeing tents, and
where to access working
groups such as de-esca-
lation, police liaison and
arrestee support. We help
keep cycle lanes open, and
always assist emergency
vehicles through an action
or site.

Safety is paramount. On the
Extinction March we spaced
ourselves all along between
trafficand people. Wearing high
vis, we are often the first point
of contact for the public, and are
ready to explain the protest, as
well as showing understanding
for the frustration of people’s
journeys being disrupted.

We encouraged a sombre
tone to the march. After all, it
was about the extinction of all
creatures and nature. This isn’t
always adopted by the march-
ers, as people like to be loud,
singing and chanting.

Trafalgar Square

On Monday 7 October my
day began at 7.30am. Because
we didn’t know how things
would play out, we stationed
ourselves in twos about the
square at different roads.

I'was onthe junction with the
Strand. The Mall was blocked,
due to building work, but cars,
buses, lorries and pedestrians
were rolling through the rest
of the Square. When the action
happened, it was so fast.

My junction was taken by
five or more rebels running into
the middle of the road with a
wheeled, free standing scaffold.
They clambered up to the top

while police tried but failed to
stop them. Rebels moved all
around the scaffold. Two sat in
the road alongside, each with
an arm locked into a long tube
between them, soon decorated
with XR stickers. The rebels
at the top, were chanting and
waving XR flags. A banner was
unrolled across the junction.

I was reminded of the tre-
mendous power of non-violent
direct action. Over the next 12
days and a night, I joined the
Rebellion daily.

Stewards spend a lot of time
dealing with lost property, and
this wet October the property
was sodden. Every piece is
recorded, and crossed off when
reunited with its owner. With
long hours onssite, in the rain, it
might have been miserable but
it wasn’t at all. It was inspir-

Massed ranks: Protesters in Trafalgar Square in October.

ing, due to the togetherness of
people around. People were
kind, and took care of each
other.

...and what it’s like to be
arrested as a Rebel

By Daphne Chamberlain

EastFinchley’s Hazel Mason was also in Trafalgar Square,
where she was arrested on the first day. It was a difficult
personal journey for Hazel, a retired actor, making her

realise that she is essentially a law-abiding person.

She told The Archer: “1
didn’t want to dissipate police
resources or to hamper people’s
movements, but sometimes
civil disobedience is the only
way to make an impact. [ saw
younger people facing arrest,
even though that could damage
their careers or their immigra-
tion status.”

Together with an elderly
friend with mobility problems,
she lay down on the road along-
side fellow-members who had
glued themselves to the ground
or to scaffolding. She says:
“They were brave. 1 wasn’t
prepared to do that.”

Police lifted her up, and
drove her and her friend away
from the Square. They found the
police very pleasant, and they
were not charged.

There is still a common
beliefthat Rebels are “justkids”,
but Hazel told us that there is
a huge group of professional
people in their 30s, 40s and 50s
in the membership. Plans are
already afoot to contact schools,
particularly in the science field.

Last month, Hazel herself
made headlines by launching a
Facebook group for XR Grand-
parents outside Buckingham
Palace.

SAVAGE
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Pray for a power cut

Well, it’s that time of year again: time for the turkey, booze,
tantrums and overspending. And when it comes to turkeys
I’'m not just talking about the bird. Christmas is worse than
that, especially when you’re talking music and movies.

Once upon a time music meant carols and tuneless singing,
until the wonderful world of pop music got in on the act and made
it worse. Back in 1964 Elvis gave you a Blue Christmas and all
Dora Bryan wanted for Christmas was a Beatle, though who knows
what she was going to do with him. But once you hit the 70s John
Lennon got all sanctimonious and Mud showed how naff you could
get in 1974 with Lonely this Christmas, leaving everyone hoping
for a power cut.

From there it went downhill all the way, particularly when Cliff
was involved with such dross as Mistletoe and Wine and the awful
Millennium Prayer. The Darkness gave a heavy metal experience
and, in 2004, Morrissey released / Have Forgiven Jesus. | wonder if
Jesus has forgiven Morrissey. | haven’t. And | still haven’t mentioned
Band Aid...

So let’s hit the popcorn and go to the Christmas movies. You've
got the classics like /t’s a Wonderful Life and Scrooge, the modern
greats like Trading Places and Carol, but they’re a few pearls scat-
tered amongst the swine.

We’ve had Love Actually, with Hugh Grant doing his mutant cross
between Tony Blair and David Cameron and Kate Winslet going rom
com in The Holiday. And this year we don’t so much hit the bottom
of the barrel as come out through the other side. Yes, folks, Last
Christmas, amovie that combines 80s pop and sentimentality, is here.

ol

S

The Finchley Dentist

THE BEST IN PRIVATE GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTAL CARE

s

MEMBER OF:

CHECK UP & HYGIENE APPOINTMENT
ONLY £95

HYGIENE ONLY - £65

TEL. 020 3488 0335

26 SOUTHERN ROAD, EAST FINCHLEY, LONDON, N2 9JG

www.thefinchleydentist.com

For some reason George Michael’s sentimental 80s pop song has
been bolted onto a film with the most sentimentally contrived plot
twist in decades. It's got the dragon mother from Game of Thrones,
the bloke from Crazy Rich Asians and Emma Thompson proving she
can cook up a turkey with the worst of them. Time to bring back the
great British TV tradition of back-to-back Bond films and The Great
Escape or, failing that, give me a proper 70s’ power cut. That will
switch everything off.

East Finchley Baptist Church

Just off the High Road in Creighton Avenue N2

Christmas Services
Sunday 22nd 10:30am. Family Carol Service
Sunday 22nd 6:30pm. Carols by Candlelight
Wednesday 25th 10:30am Christmas Day Service

For more information please contact the Church Office
Email: office@eastfinchleybc.org.uk
www.eastfinchleybc.org.uk
(Minister: John Lowrie)

Visitors always welcome
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Regular Events

Sport & Fitness

@© Finchley & Hornsey Ramblers Group
Call Vivien 8383 8190

© Glebelands Indoor Bowls Club, Sum-
mers Lane N12. New and experienced
bowlers welcome.

®© 1-2-1 bhoxing and Pilates training with
Martin Carroll at home or private studio,
call 07809 593952

© Pilates Classes Tue 9.30, Fri 9.15 &
Sun 11am. www.pilatesineastfinchley.
co.uk. Michelle 07767 804 564

© Pilates with Michele: private and group
classes, all levels. Michele 07947 657 441

© Tai Chi & Qigong in N2, Weds 12pm, 1pm,
6pm & 7pm. James 8883 3308/07836
710281 or james@taiji.co.uk

© Tennis club with four clay courts off
Southern Road. Call 8883 7723.

@© Tennis group lessons for adult begin-
ners and intermediates, weekends, Park
Road, N8. Contact Maz on tennisgift@
gmail.com.

@© This Mum Runs: Free social runs in East
Finchley and Muswell Hill, Sunday 8am
and Wednesday 7.30pm. Contact trishy.
dixon@gmail.com.

© Yoga, breathing & relaxation. Weekly
drop-in classes - N3, N6, N10. Phone
Judy on 07956 375607.

© Yoga heginners’ course at Yogalogy,
High Road, N2. Contact 020 70187377
or info@yogalogy.co.uk

© Yoga, pregnancy yoga, meditation
classes. Call Sunnah 07941 321 772
www.stretchingpeople.co.uk.

Music, Dance & Creative Arts
© The Archer Community Choir, Tuesdays
7-9pm, The Archer Academy, Eagans

Close, N2. Email: archercommuni-
tychoirl@gmail.com.

@ Art Classes. Call Henry on 8888 5133.

@© A-Chord, friendly choir, all genres, open to
all. Thursdays 8pm at NNLS, East End Rd.
Laura 07732 120464. www.a-chord.uk

© Ballroom & Latin American Dance
Classes - beginners & improvers. Wed &
Fri eve, Bishop Douglass Sch. 8207 2323.

© ‘Calm & Sing’ workshops. Contact
Angie on missangiea@yahoo.co.uk

© Creative writing classes in informal,
friendly atmosphere. Tel Sallie Rose 020
8444 7217.

© Creative Writing at Friern Barnet Com-
munity Library. Every Saturday, 12pm,
07488 230580.

© Dance conditioning classes. New body
in 10 lessons. Diana: 07580 041270.
www.boldbodies.co.uk.

© East Finchley Writers Group, Weds at
the 0ld White Lion. Contact Ralph 8444
5903.

© East Finchley Poetry Writing Work-
shops. Monthly on Saturdays. Contact
Dennis Evans 8346 9528.

© Jazz Club at the Bohemia, North
Finchley. Call 020 7998 6217 or 07957
347411 for more information

© Learn to sing at Finchley Methodist
Church, Ballards La. Call 8888 4412.

© Memory Lane Singing Club - friendly
singing club meets every Friday in
Finchley. Call Valerie 8458 4508.

© Muswell Hill after school ukulele club,
Wednesdays 4.15-5.15pm, ages 6-10.
Contact Margie 07909 439513.

© Rock 'n Roll dance lessons, 8pm every
Weds at the Constitutional Club, The
Walks. Drop-in. Call Kav 07721 489489.

© Traditional tunes @ TOC Highgate Hill, join
in playing by ear - 1st & 3rd Tues monthly
from 8.30pm. Free. 07958 282898.

Clubs & Social

© Bingo Club Mondays 7-9 pm, Green
Man Centre, Contact: Jan 8815 5452

© French conversation in small friendly
group with native speaker. 8444 9395.

© Friends of Cherry Tree Wood friendsof-
cherrytreewood.home.blog or 8883 7544.

© Haringey Recorded Music Society
informal meetings locally. Call David
Moldon on 8361 1696.

© Muslim Ladies Lunch Club 1st & 3rd
Weds, Ann Owen Ctr., Oak La. Call
8432 1415 to book.

© Bridge Club, Thursday & Saturday
afternoons, Age UK, Oak Lane, N2 8LT.

Contact Ray Tiano 07944 562180.

The Archer - www.the-archer:co.uk

Recycled: Surinder Shani in his garde of art made frm throw—awa materials. Photo: Mike Cole.
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Sculptor with an eye for old rubbish

By John Lawrence

Whenever plumbers do any work for Surinder Shani, the first thing he tells them is
not to throw anything out. As soon as they start, he is already eyeing up any old pipes
or boiler parts and wondering how he could use them in his art.

Surinder, 84, works with
plastic tubes, bed springs, old
barbecues and metal sheeting
— in fact any junk that might
usually end up in a skip — and
sculpts them into fascinating
abstract figures that have filled
his home and garden in East
End Road, N2.

Exploring shapes and

materials

The artist, an architect by
profession, sometimes encases
his forms in cement and sand,
creating elegant figures like a
mother and child dancing. He
hasno studio and creates every-
thing on the spot in his garden.

In his 40s, Surinder turned
to painting as a creative relief
from his heavily-regulated job

designing hospitals and other
public buildings. Then 25 years
ago he added sculpture to his
repertoire, starting with cast-
ing some unwanted desks in
concrete.

“I see shapes I could recy-
cle in all kinds of objects. I
find it a lot more challenging
to work with materials that
are lying around because it
makes my imagination work
harder to find ways of using
them,” he said. “When I start a
piece I don’t know how it will
end up. Sometimes I finish in
hours, sometimes it takes many
attempts to satisfy me.”

Outreach to schools

Surinder’s paintings and
sculptures have been displayed

in galleries but he rarely sells
them. His new mission is to
share his love of the visual arts
with today’s schoolchildren.
He said: “One of my paint-
ings is already on loan to Friern
Barnet School and I’d be happy
to hear from any others inter-
ested in borrowing a sculpture
or painting. The visual arts are
being downgraded in the cur-
riculum today and I understand
that many schools don’t have
the money to promote them. If
I can help bring young people
in closer contact with art, I will
be happy.”
We will pass on messages from
any schools interested in con-
tacting Surinder. Email him via:
news@the-archer.co.uk

Phoenix at
Christmas

Families have a host of
treats in store for them
over the festive season at
the Phoenix Cinema in
East Finchley, staff have
announced.

The main feature over the
Christmas period will be the
next intergalactic instalment
Star Wars: The Rise of Sky-
walker, starring Daisy Ridley,
who happened to attend the
Phoenix for a private event
back in November.

The much-anticipated
Disney sequel Frozen 2 will
be showing on weekdays
throughout the school Christ-
mas holidays and the popular
CBeebies Christmas show
will be screened on Sunday 1
December.

There is the traditional
screening of Its a Wonderful
Life, with free sherry and mince
pie, on Sunday 22 December
and there will also be screening
of the Royal Ballet’s produc-
tion of The Nutcracker on
Tuesday 17 December.

Other special events include
Les Miserables: The Staged
Concert on Monday 2 Decem-
ber, the Old Vic’s Present
Laughter, starring Andrew
Scott, on Monday 9 December
and the Royal Ballet’s Coppe-
lia on Tuesday 10 December.

Choose the Phoenix first

Alison Gold, chair of the
Phoenix trustees, said the
cinema will be running a
Christmas raffle throughout
December to continue with
its fundraising drive and
she urged film-goers in East
Finchley to choose the Phoe-
nix first.

What’s On...

Thursday 5 to Saturday 7 December

* The Guild Players present Aladdin at
Finchley Methodist Church Hall, Ballards
Lane, N3 1NB. All performances 7.30pm,
plus Saturday matinee 3pm. Tickets online
at ticketsource.co.uk/theguildplayers or
on the door (cash or cheque only). Foyer
opens 30 minutes before show. Collect
booked tickets at least 10 minutes before
performance starts.Box office enquiries
07938 232027.

Saturday 7 December

« Mineral, Gem and Fossil Show hosted by
Finchley branch of the Amateur Geological
Society, 10am-4pm, Trinity Church, Nether
Street, N12 7NN. £2 entrance, under 12s
free. Large hall withfossils, jewellery, gems,
rocks and mineral stalls, refreshments,
tombola and lucky dip.

e Martin School Christmas Fair, Plane
Tree Walk, N2, 12noon-3pm; enjoy
Santa’s grotto, delicious cakes, games
and treats, something for all the family.
« Highgate Primary School Christmas
Fair, Storey Road, N6 4ED, 12.30-4pm,
with Santa’s grotto, mulled wine and mince
pies, raffle, tombola and lots of festive
family fun! Adults £3, kids free.

« Switch-on of East Finchley’s Christmas
lights around the tree outside Budgens,
4.30pm; carols led by the Archer
Community Choir and Brookland Junior
School Choir; free mince pies and mulled

wine. Everyone welcome.

* Fortismere Community Choir, conducted
by Marvin Perrott, perform wonderful
music for Christmas (Rachmaninoff,
Janacek and Lauridsen’s O Nata Lux) and
carols old and new for everyone to join
in; St Andrew’s Church, Alexandra Park
Road, N10 2DD, 7.30pm. Tickets £10 in
advance viawww.fortismeremusiccentre.
co.uk or £12 on the door.

 Chamber choir Voxcetera presents its
Christmas concert Star of Wonder, an
evening of sacred music and traditional
carols for all to join in, at Hornsey Parish
Church, Cranley Gardens, N10 3AH. Tickets
£20,£16, £14 (under-18s half price on top
two bands) available from voxcetera.co.uk.
Refreshments available.

Sunday 8 December

¢ Charles Dickens in North London,
guided walk with City of London guide
Paul Baker; meet outside High Barnet tube
station, 11am. More information from Paul
on 07506 761294 or www.barnet-walks.
co.uk

* Volunteers are invited to take part in a
litter pick and general clean up in Cherry
Tree Wood; meet at Summerlee Avenue
gate at 2pm.

Wednesday 11 December

* The London Mozart Players and London
Ripieno Singers present a concert at All
Saints’in DurhamRoad, N2, 7.30pm; music

by Elgar, Mozart and Vaughan Williams,
withtwo works by Geoffrey Hanson, whose
80th birthday the concert marks. Tickets
online from www.ticketsource.co.uk/
efinchley arts, and locally from Black Gull
Books, 121 High Road, N2.

Wednesday 11 December to Sunday 26
January

 Qvation presents the London fringe
premiere of the hit Broadway musical 42
Street, Upstairs atthe Gatehouse, Highgate
Village, N6. Musical numbersinclude We’re
in the Money, Lullaby of Broadway, You're
Getting to be a Habit with Me and the title
song 42nd Street. More information and
tickets from upstairsatthegatehouse.com
Saturday 14 December

e Muswell Hill Indoor Car Boot Sale,
10am-1pm, Hornsey Parish Church Hall,
Cranley Gardens, N10 3AH; info: 020 8368
8180 or 07708 152354; admission 50p;
refreshments available.

* Finchley Chamber Choir and Finchley
Symphony Orchestra present The Glory
of Christmas, music for all the family,
including Handel Messiah (excerpts),
JS Bach Christmas Oratorio (opening
chorus), Parry, Lehar, Elgar, Massenet and
Strauss, with favourite carols for allto sing;
Trinity Church, North Finchley, N12 7NN,
7.30pm. Tickets available on the door, or
inadvance atwww.fcchoir.co.uk: £15,£13
concessions, £6 under-18s.

E-mail your listings to: the-archer@lineone.net

Saturday 14 and Sunday 15 December
» Pop-up Christmas sale of ceramics,
glassware, gifts, cards and present
ideas at Offshoot Gallery and Studio
space, High Road, N2, near junction
with Bedford Road. Other gifts: original
artwork, skincare, pet products, jewellery,
books, wrapping paper and cards.
Sunday 15 December

* Ramblers Association nine-mile
walk from Highgate to the Olympic
Park passing through Parkland Walk
(London’slongestnature reserve), several
parks, Woodberry Wetlands, Abney Park
Cemetery and along the River Lea and
Hackney Marshes. Return from Hackney
Wick DLR to Northern line. Early dropout
points possible. Bring packed lunch. Meet
at Highgate tube station, 10.30am. More
information from leader Declan Leyden
on 07503 619465.

« Jazzatthe Bohemia, 762-764 High Road,
North Finchley, 7.30pm; Eriko Ishihara
(piano, vocals), Andy Hamill (bass) and
Allison Neale (saxophone). Entry £10.
Sunday 22 December

« Ramblers Association Winter Solstice
Walk a seven-mile route around Hadley
Woodto celebrate the shortest day. Bring a
festive picnic to share. Meetat Hadley Wood
station, 10.40am. More information from
leaders Vivien Mallindine and Julia Haynes
on 07709 041784 or 07803 892496.
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Ho, ho, how to avoid buying
more plastic this festive season

Maxine Klein, from No2PlasticsN2, has some planet-saving tips for present buyers.
Christmasis coming and the stores are getting glittery. Having worked with the campaign
No2Plastics for some time, I despair at the amount of surplus tinsel, unnecessary
packaging and plastic goods on sale. I imagine, in my Scrooge-like way, how full the
bins will be after Christmas, with waste and plastic that will never decompose.

A useful way to recycle
this newspaper

By Mary Poulter, East Finchley Open Artists basket maker
Making containers from copies of The Archer and any
other newspaper is a good way to recycle paper and avoid
buying plastic. The containers are fairly strong and can
be used to store dry produce from the garden or 1tems in

People say that our contribu-
tion is a drop in the ocean but
our philosophy at No2Plastics
is that small measures can have
an effect. Enough drops of water
accumulated can produce a tor-
rent. So, how to minimise this
threat to our environment?

Starting with wrapping
paper,  have for some time used
the centre photo page of The
Guardian (other newspapers
can be used) to wrap presents,
tied with string instead of plastic
ribbons. Many recipients brand
me as an eccentric but they did
anyway.

Ideas for presents and

stocking fillers

* Forthose who have been using
plastic coffee capsules for their
coffee machines I’ve discov-
ered a reusable version that is
compatible with a Nespresso
machine, which canbe ordered
from evergreen-capsules.com.
* A nice bar of soap as an alter-
native to soap dispensers, or a
soap alternative to shampoo.
*My grandchildren will get steel
straws to use instead of plastic
ones. Any toys will be those that
last,suchas Lego, and notnovel-
ties that are broken and thrown
away before Christmas dinner.
*All the friends whom I ever
visit are given a packet of reus-
able plastic food covers to use
instead of cling film and this
will be a present for the friends
who have not yet received one.
*Amy’s in the High Road have
lovely string bags in which
to put loose fruit, as well as
a selection of bamboo bowls,
cutlery and water bottles. They
also have collapsible plastic
coffee cups, although I prefer
my lovely metal cup for coffee.
Merry Christmas, one and all,
from No2PlasticsN2.

your workroom.

Newspaper
pots can also be
used for growing
seedlings. Take
care when trans-
ferring them to the
final garden spotas
the bottoms will
be soggy, but the
whole container
can be safely putin
the ground so there
is less root distur-
bance. Inks used for printing
are water-based and thus fine
for composting.

To make a container all you
need is lots of newspaper pages
folded neatly into 2-3cm strips

Put to good use: How your paperbasket
could look.

and awooden block or a strong
cardboard box; 15cm x 15¢cm
x 25cm works well. Use tacks,
drawing pins or clothes pegs to
secure the work as you weave.
Simple and satisfying.

Pop in to the pop-up

Local artists, designers and traders are coming together
for a pop-up Christmas sale of ceramics, glassware, gifts,
cards and presentideas in the High Road, N2. Their festive
gift market takes place on Saturday 14 and Sunday 15
December at the Offshoot Gallery and Studio space, close
to the junction with Bedford Road.

Artists and makers having stalls at the event include Anita
Mangan, Matilda Harrison, Chris Stayrou, Brigitte Herod and
Intrepid Hound. Other gifts on offer will be original artwork,
skincare, pet products, jewellery, books, wrapping paper and cards.

Christmas
concert

Chamber choir Voxceterais
stagingitsannual Christmas
concert on Saturday 7
December, this year in
Hornsey Parish Church.

The evening will include
traditional carols and sacred
music, as well as popular secu-
lar seasonal songs. Concert-
goers will also be invited to
raise the roof by joining in with
a couple of carols.

The concert at the parish
church (St Mary with St
George) in Cranley Gardens,
N10, starts at 7.30pm and
refreshments will be avail-
able. Tickets priced £20,£16,
£14 (under 18s halfprice on top
two bands) are available from
voxcetera.co.uk.

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH

Church of England
35a Durham Road, East Finchley, London N2 9DP

Christmas Services

Sunday 22nd December
Get in the mood for Christmas!!

6.30 pm Christmas Carol Service
followed by mulled wine and mince pies

Tuesday 24th December

Christmas Eve

3.00 pm Children’s Christmas Service with Carols

11.30 pm Sung Midnight Mass
with Blessing of the Crib
followed by wine and mince pies

Wednesday 25th December

Christmas Day

10.00 am Sung Mass of the Day
followed by refreshments

For more details, check our website:
www.allsaints-eastfinchley.org.uk

Willow House fire
Dear Editor,

Your article on the devastat-
ing fire in Willow House (The
Archer, November 2019) exposed
the chaos wrought by the right
to buy scheme when used in
multi-occupancy buildings.
As you reported, two of the flats
remain owned by the Council i.e.
Barnet Homes, the rest having
been bought by their occupants
as leasehold properties. Many of
the flats are occupied by tenants
of the original purchasers. So who
is responsible for getting the work
done?

In addition to the two flats,
Barnet Homes own the common
partsi.e. the roof, entrance, stairs
etc. However when maintenance
work is required the leasehold-
ers have to pay the council
to get the work done and one
person’s view of need doesn’t
necessarily agree with another’s.
The situation of having the
flats occupied by tenants of
the original purchasers may
well be in contravention of the
conditions of the leases and/
or of the mortgage lenders.
This problem is in addition to the
obvious one of the depletion of
the housing stock available to
the Council.

Yours faithfully,
Ann Inglis
Huntingdon Road, N2

Good news on parking
Dear Editor,

We are very pleased to report
that after several years of cam-
paigning for a solution to the many
and various parking and safety
issues in our roads, residents of
Leslie and Leopold Roads are now
joining the N2 CPZ.

We attended the Finchley and
Golders Green Local Area Gommit-
tee meeting on 17 October where
the results of the recent CPZ Statu-
tory Consultation were announced.
The response rate was one of the
highest in the borough for CPZ
consultations and an overwhelm-
ing majority (88%) of respondents
voted in favour of the CPZ.

The committee voted to accept
the consultation’s recommenda-
tions and are going ahead with
the CPZ extension. A big thank
you to everyone who took part in
the consultation especially those
who also campaigned doorto door.

A likely start date for the CPZ
will be during the first quarter
of 2020 and parking restrictions
will operate for one hour between
2-3pm Monday-Friday. The council
will write to residents 4-6 weeks
before the start date with more
information and practical details.

Parking has become increas-
ingly fraught and difficult over the
pastfew years as we have suffered
from a cumulative displacement
effect from the gradual extension
of the N2 CPZ (a common com-
plaint in London, especially near
tube stations). More and more
commuters seem to be parking in
our roads and walking to the tube
or their place of work. There were
increasing ‘stand-offs’ and road
rage incidents as drivers competed
for spaces and passing places.

Once in place our CPZ will
regulate non-resident/commuter

Send your correspondence
to: "Letters Page"
The Archer, PO Box 3699,
London N2 2DE or e-mail
the-archer@lineone.net.

Letters without verifiable contactaddresses
will not be printed. Contact details can be
withheld on request at publication. We
reserve the right to abridge letters for
reasons of space.

parking, ensuring residents can
park near their homes. It should
also help reduce congestion and
driver conflict, making parking
a less stressful experience and
creating a more pleasant and safer
environment for all.

We have asked the FGG Com-
mittee to review the effects of the
CPZ in 6 months. We also realise
that some nearby non-CPZ roads
may experience extra displacement
parking and may then wishto apply
to join the N2 GPZ.

In addition, we have requested
double yellow lines at the junction
of Leopold /High Road (very near
the Martin School crossing) to
allow clearer visibility and a safer
access to the High Road, reducing
the likelihood of accidents.

We would especially like to
thank our councillors Alison Moore
& Arjun Mittra for their invaluable
help in making this happen, and
also Brian Milsom for his initial
campaigning on this issue.
Yours faithfully,

Kathy Batten, Valerie Teague,
David Johns and Delory
Lowndes,

Leopold Road, N2.

Pavement peril
Dear Editor,

I’dlike to add to what David Day
has observed aboutthe dangerous
corner by Domino’s (The Archer,
November 2019). The delivery
drivers are in the habit of leaving
the road just by the bus stop before
Fortis Green junction and riding on
the pavement to the shop. They
come up behind you at some speed
withnoregard atall for pedestrians.
Yours faithfully,

Jan Masson,
Address supplied.

Talent
seekers

Applications are now open
for acts to take part in
North London’s Got Talent
2020, which helps to raise
funds for the North London
Hospice supporting end-of-
life care in Barnet, Enfield
and Haringey.

If you’re part of a dance
or theatre company, a school
or church band or choir, or
perhaps you’re a magician or
comedian, the organisers would
love to hear from you. Success-
ful acts will be invited to take
part in a live show in front of a
panel of judges at artsdepot in
North Finchley on Saturday 8
February.

Find more details and apply
before Friday 13 December at
www.northlondonhospice.org
or call Amanda in the hospice
fundraising team on 020 8446
2288.
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A time machine to the Tube of yesteryear

By David Gritten
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online archive at www.the-archer.co.uk

If a time machine could whisk today’s Tube travellers back to the 1970s, they would be astonished by how different the Underground was back
then. Smoking was permitted. The escalators below ground were wooden. Passengers feeling tired (or possibly tipsy) could stretch out full-length

on benches situated on platforms.

Feet up: Tired travellers on the Northermn line in | 975. Photo: Mike Goldwater.

“And compared to today,
the Underground was
dark,” saysMike Goldwater,
a photographer and film-
maker who lives in Fortis
Green. “Since then, the
lighting has been upgraded
phenomenally.”

Mike began chronicling life
on the Tube with his camera in
1970, when he was just20. Over
the next 10 years he returned
often, visiting dozens of sta-
tions, riding trains and seeking
out intriguing subjects.

“I spent a lot of time below
ground,” herecalls. “Ineverhad
a fixed destination. Everyone
else was going from A to B, but
I’d travel on a whim, looking at
people and the different spaces.

“The darkness made it
a technical challenge but I
discovered I could take good
pictures on the Underground by
shooting black-and-white film
and overdeveloping it slightly.
Then it was a question of find-
ing interesting moments and
capturing them.”

Faces from the past

Earlier this year Mike was
looking through his archive
of photographs, came across
his Tube photos and decided
they stood the test of time. He
visited a publisher of collect-
able photographic books in
East London, who immediately
agreed.

Now, 40 years after he
completed his project, a 128-
page book of his photographs
is available to buy. London
Underground: 1970-1980 cap-
tures people in spontaneous,
amusing or intimate moments
as they navigate the Tube
system.

Mike always asked travel-
lers for their permission to
be photographed, and simply

walked away if they were
reluctant. Most of them agreed,
enabling him to assemble an
impressive portfolio.

As the book confirms,
they’reavaried lot: onits cover,
a charming young couple,
kissing at
the foot of
anescalator
at Holborn
in 1978;
dejected
young
Manches-
ter United
fans at
Wembley
Park sta-
tion after
the 1979
Cup final
(their team
lost to Arsenal); two City types
(clearly the worse for drink)
sprawling across Tube carriage
seats at Bank.

So many changes

The book is also areminder
of long-gone features on the
Underground: the lift opera-
tors, the little bookshop at
Baker Street, the newspaper
stand at Notting Hill Gate.

Today benches on plat-
forms have dividers, so no-one
can lie down on them. All

escalators are steel, after the
terrible fire in 1987 at Kings
Cross St. Pancras, started by a
litmatch dropped on awooden
escalator, caused the deaths of
31 people.

“A lot of changes were

Pipe-smoker: A train guard at Oxford Circus in 1978.
Photo: Mike Goldwater.

necessary, even in 1970,”
Mike recalls. “The Tube was
dark. Its infrastructure was run
down. But not all the changes
were positive: beautiful Vic-
torian tile work and lovely
decorations around the tunnels
and escalator passages were
covered up behind aluminium
cladding.”

Mike is delighted to have
found such an enthusiastic
publisherand pleased his work
from that long-ago period will

now be widely seen. “Looking
back at it now,” he says, “it
was a wonderful experience.”

Tunnel of love: A couple kiss at Holborn in | 978. Photo: Mike Goldwater.

(London Underground:
1970-1980 is available from

DID YOU KNOW?

YOU ARE GOING TO BE HAPPY
WITH YOUR NEW VARIFOCALS
OR YOUR MONEY BACK.

AS SIMPLE AS THAT

IF YOU TRIED THE REST NOW TRY
CERTIFIED VARILUX SPECIALISTS

STEWART-DUNC AN OPTICIANS
126 High Road, East Finchley, N2 9ED
020 8883-2020
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COLIN SCLARE

& Lettings

119a East End Road, East Finchley, London, N2 0SZ

We cover East Finchley, Muswell Hill,
Hampstead Garden Suburb, North Finchley, Whetstone,
Finchley Central, Barnet, Friern Barnet, Golders Green,

Archway, Islington and parts of the City.
Letting fee: 7% (= 8.4% incl vat)
But more importantly, a quality service to you!
Open 6 days a week
9.30 am - 7 pm Monday to Friday 10 am - 3 pm Saturdays
Contact us on
020 8444 3351 www.colinsclare.co.uk info@colinsclare.co.uk

| e

Sales fee: 1% (= 1.2% incl vat)

» Intruder Alarms

» CCTV

» Access Control

» Intercom Systems

» Locks, Doors & Keys
» Safes & Grilles

» Locksmiths

020 8442 0660

Securebase Ltd
112 High Road, East Finchley, London N2 9EB

T: 020 8442 0660
F:020 8365 2788

info@securebase.co.uk

The Archer is a non-profit-making, non-political & non-religious newspaper, staffed entirely by volunteers.

Hoxton Mini Press at £16.95)
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