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Frustration over
latest plan for
former GLH site

By Daphne Chamberlain

A new application to increase the number of flats at a
new development on the former GLH site opposite East
Finchley tube station has left local residents angry, frus-

trated and disillusioned.

Safeland Plc was granted
permission last year, by one
vote, for 21 flats at 12-18 High
Road. This was in the face of
over 1,200 objections, centred
on congestion, risk of traffic
accidents, insufficient waste
storage, fire safety worries and
lack of parking.

Artist’s impression: How the development
opposite the tube station would look.

Extraflats, extra problems

A new application from
the company has increased the
number of flats to 25, achieved
by adding basements, and is
seen as just compounding all
the factors already objected to.
Ingram Road resident Michael
McGrath told The Archer that
road safety was a real con-
cern, especially next door to
Monkey Puzzle Day Nursery.
“The developer’s own figures
estimate there could be as many
as 14,000 vehicle departures
from the site each year,” said
MrMcGrath. “Lack ofadequate
parking and turning space
means many of these depar-
tures will have to reverse out
onto the High Road. The Fire
Brigade have also expressed

concern that access to the site
is difficult and that sprinklers
should be fitted.

“Only one on-site parking
space is to be provided for
residents of the development
and council figures suggest
at least 30 parking spaces
would normally be expected
for a site of this
size, which will
have around
80 residents.
The developer
claims there is
‘ample’ parking
within a short
walk of the
development.”

Questions
and objections

Objections had to be filed
by 18 June. Barnet’s website
was flooded with objections.
Comments include: “I wonder
whether it’s even worth docu-
menting concerns, as no-one
seems to be listening in the
Planning Department”and “This
is an even worse proposal than
the last one.”

Mr McGrath questioned
why this time Barnet Council
had decided not to write directly
to residents inviting comments
and called on it to publish a
full and definitive set of plans
and documents to avoid any
confusion about what is being
agreed. The Archer has asked
Barnet Council for a comment
but nothing had been received
by the time of going to press.

Library demo: Campaigners protest outside Hendon Town Hall ahead of the council meeting.

Moving protest over library cuts

By Ruth Kersley

Supporters of Save Barnet Libraries held a demonstration outside Hendon Town Hall
prior to the community leadership and libraries committee meeting on Tuesday 11
June. They are campaigning for a transparent review of the effect of changes to the

Barnet library service since their implementation in 2017.

Main areas of contention are
unstaffed libraries and the ques-
tion of personal security; locked
toilets during unstaffed hours;
the fact that children under 15
arenotallowedto use theirlocal
library during unstaffed hours;
and the effect of the closure of
study areas on young people.

During the meeting that
followed several members of
the public were able to address
the committee describing how

the new measures have affected
them. Particularly moving were
the testaments of Harriet Con-
nides, a disabled woman who
is now no longer able to use
East Finchley Library when
unstaffed as she feels unsafe
with her daughter, and nine-year
old Siah Kamanda, who is now
unable to use the library after
school as her mother works
full time as a nurse and cannot

An opposition amendment
was put by Labour Councillor
Sara Conway to broaden the
scope of the review so that addi-
tional problems are assessed,
including: toilet access; clean-
liness of buildings; personal
safety; and reduced space. The
committee voted to agree to this
amendment, which Save Barnet
Libraries sees as a measure
of public concern about the
service.

accompany her.

Academy

Across the board: Archer Academy headteacher Lucy Harris

sraded outstanding
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on and students celebrate their Ofsted rating.

ACCOUNTANTS

* Business Accounts & Taxation

* Self Assessment Tax Returns

FOR SMALL - soverseos
BUSINESS

At TaxAssist Accountants we specialise in
supporting small businesses.

* Payroll CIS & RTI
* Company Formations

* Initial consultation
free with no obligation

020 8883 5258

www.taxassist.co.uk/eastfinchley

Just six years after opening, the Archer Academy has been judged an outstanding
school by Ofsted. The inspectors felt that the school deserved the top rating in all four
areas: effectiveness of leadership and management; quality of teaching, learning and
assessment; personal development, behaviour and welfare, and outcomes for pupils.

260 East End Road

Nicky Sharp
Osteopathy Clinic

Cranial and Structural Osteopathy
and Acupuncture
All Major Insurers Accepted

For consultations and appointments:
Telephone: 020 8815 9433

www.nickysharposteopathy.co.uk

London N2 8AU

e-mail: info@nickysharposteopathy.co.uk

Among the strengths high-
lighted in the inspectors’ report
are exceptional leadership,
outstanding progress for pupils
and routinely strong quality of
teaching. Pupils were found to
be friendly, articulate and self-
confident, with excellentbehav-
iour and attitudes to learning.

Headteacher Lucy Harrison
said: “Iamdelighted that Ofsted
have recognised that we are, as
we have always aimed to be, an
outstanding school. My thanks
go to my fantastic staff team,

who work as hard every day
as they do when the inspectors
are visiting, and to my students,
who have done us all proud.”
In 2015, the Academy’s
first full Ofsted report gave the
school a rating of good overall,
with an outstanding rating for
pupil behaviour and safety.
AvisJohns, the school’s found-
ing chair of governors, added:
“TheArcherAcademybeganasan
idea, underpinned by the thought,

‘Ifwe wereto create anew school,
how good could it be?” Now
Ofsted have given their answer:
it’s outstanding in every way.
“I'too would like to thank my
team of founders and governors,
all volunteers, who have worked
so hard to create and shape the
vision for our school, and sup-
port its development.”
Youcanread more andaccess
the full report at http://thearche-
racademy.org.uk/ofsted

Midhurst Butchers

Certified organic meat
at reasonable prices
Free-range poultry

Home-made sausages
(including Boerwors)

2 Midhurst Parade,

Fortis Green, London N10
Tel. 020 8883 5303
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SOLICITORS

Cree Godfrey & Wood provide a full range of services including Residential and Commercial
Conveyancing, Landlord and Tenant advice, Employment (Compromise Agreements), Family,
Wills Probate and Elderly Client advice and Lasting Powers of Attorney.

Cree Godfrey & Wood 28 High Road East Finchley London N2 9P
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