
The Archer

The Archer  is a non-profit-making, non-political & non-religious newspaper, staffed entirely by volunteers.

Published by East Finchley Newspapers, P.O. Box 3699, London N2 2DE.   www.the-archer.co.uk

NOVEMBER 2019 PAGE 12

Intruder Alarms

CCTV

Access Control

Intercom Systems

Locks, Doors & Keys

Safes & Grilles

Locksmiths

O2O 8442 O66O
Securebase Ltd
112 High Road, East Finchley, London N2 9EB

T: 020 8442 0660  
F: 020 8365 2788

info@securebase.co.uk
www.securebase.co.uk

Your 
Securit

y 

proble
ms 

Solved
!

8535(AW)TheArcher_2ColumnAdvert:ClintonSmith_020 7267 7727  5/2/14

COLIN SCLARE  
S a l e s & L e t t i n g s

119a East End Road, East Finchley, London, N2 0SZ
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Contact us on
020 8444 3351   www.colinsclare.co.uk   info@colinsclare.co.uk

But more importantly, a quality service to you!
Open 6 days a week

9.30 am - 7 pm Monday to Friday 10 am - 3 pm Saturdays

We cover East Finchley, Muswell Hill,
Hampstead Garden Suburb, North Finchley, Whetstone,
Finchley Central, Barnet, Friern Barnet, Golders Green,

Archway, Islington and parts of the City.

Your news
Send your stories, letters, and photos to 
the-archer@lineone.net or by post to The 
Archer, PO Box 3699, London N2 2DE. 
Find us on Twitter, Facebook and Insta-
gram @TheArcherN2. You can view our 
online archive at www.the-archer.co.uk

           DID YOU KNOW? 
      

              YOU ARE GOING TO BE HAPPY 
              WITH YOUR NEW VARIFOCALS 

              OR YOUR MONEY BACK. 
              AS SIMPLE AS THAT 

 

IF YOU TRIED THE REST NOW TRY 
CERTIFIED VARILUX SPECIALISTS 

STEWART-DUNCAN OPTICIANS 
126 High Road, East Finchley, N2 9ED 

020 8883-2020 

Always waiting for the 263 bus
By Daphne Chamberlain

A towering sight
Work is well under way on the construction of the new 
13-storey tower block in Prospect Ring, N2. Hoardings 
went up on the building site that was once occupied by 
a row of homes and garages, and in September a huge 

Last month we published 
a Soapbox from East 
Finchley resident Anna 
Lowenstein. It was a cry 
of frustration from a bus 
user dependent on the 
263. Anna is relatively new 
to the area, but she was 
perpetuating a very long-
standing grievance that the 
High Road section of the 
route is overcrowded and 
prone to long waits.

She compared the excellent 
bus services in Muswell Hill 
with the one inadequate bus 
along our High Road. One argu-
ment is that East Finchley has 
less need of buses because we 
have the Tube, but many people 
living to the north of the area 
are as far away from the Tube 
as parts of Muswell Hill are.

Recently, most people agree 
that the 263 has improved in 
reliability, but at the same time 
new developments mean that 
it is serving more customers. 
The result is that travelling 
conditions in the buses are still 
often described as like being in 
a cattle truck.

And look at the typical 
length of the 263 queue outside 
the Tube station, compared with 
far fewer people waiting at the 
other stop, served by three bus 
routes.

The Archer has been record-
ing complaints and hopes of 
improvement to the 263 since 
at least 2002. Fifteen years 
ago, then Leslie Road resident 
Hazel Burnett formed the East 
Finchley Bus Group, which 
for several years collected sta-
tistics, mounted bus watches, 
suggested shuttle buses and 
met with Transport for London. 
Each time, members were told 
that traffic further down the 
route was to blame.

In 2005, London Transport 
Users Committee identified the 
263 as a problem route, particu-
larly the ‘solo stretch’ between 
East and North Finchley. 
Recorded average waiting time 
was twice as long as it should 
be and, in just over one in 10 
journeys surveyed, passengers 

had to stand for all or part of their 
ride. However, the Committee 
said that TfL would probably not 
consider it financially viable to 
put on another bus.

In 2006, the then Head of 
Barnet Environmental Services 
confirmed in writing that a 
single bus service along the 
main radial route between East 
and North Finchley was inade-
quate. Barnet Council, however, 

were accused of favouring other 
transport over buses.

It’s all a far cry from the 
1950s and 1960s when bus 
passengers on the High Road 
in East Finchley had the choice 
of three routes to take them 
directly into central London. 
These were trimmed back 
over the years, leaving just the 
263 today running as far as 
Highbury.

tower crane was installed, 
standing high above the 
existing 11-storey blocks 
on either side.

There will be 51 flats in the 
new development, which is 
being funded by Barnet Homes. 
It is taller than the two existing 
blocks but narrower and there-
fore has a smaller footprint on 
the ground. There will be 24 
new parking spaces. Construc-
tion work is expected to last 
well into 2020.

The queue for the 263 bus at East Finchley station.  Photo Mike Coles

The tower crane is erected at Prospect Ring for the new block.  
Photo Mike Coles

High rise: How the finished block in Prospect Ring will look.


