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‘Hive of activity’
hopes after circus
classes close down

By Diana Cormack

The sudden cancellation of a successful and popular
activity at Finchley Youth Theatre has upset parents and
children alike. For almost ten years Airborne Circus had
presented their unique style of Circus Skills at the High
Road venue, where the activities provided an alternative
way of developing physical, mental and social skills.
Hundreds of young students
have benefitted from them, with
some going on to be professional performers. Parents were
told in an email from Airborne
shortly before the start of the
term that negotiations for a new
contract to continue running the
classes had failed.

Ambition: Aminata Gassama in front of the overgrown land she wants to see transformed.

Residents want to adopt
abandoned green space

Hope follows
disappointment

By John Lawrence

A nine-year-old girl is heading up a project to reclaim an unloved patch of land near
her home and turn it into an open space that the whole community can use.
Aminata Gassama, of Sylvester Road, N2, created a
design featuring benches, grass,
flowers, shrubs and a centrepiece tree to transform the green
triangle that is currently covered
by brambles and nettles.

can’t walk on it,” she says. “You
get stung and there’s nowhere
to sit. When it’s done, it will be
nice and somewhere to talk to
your friends or play.”

Third time lucky

A council spokesperson has
told The Archer that an alternative provider to Airborne, which
could run the same activities or
a similar experience, was currently being sought.
“First and foremost, we were
disappointed to see Airborne
leave Finchley Youth Centre,”
said the spokesperson. “We
know how much enjoyment
children and young people
gained from this particular class.
That is mainly why we recently
ran a circus skills summer programme with Jacksons Lane,
which proved very popular with

young people.”
The council says its aspiration is for Finchley Youth
Centre to be a hive of activity
at the centre of the community
and one that offers a wide range
of stimulating and rewarding
activities for young people.
“We are currently considering introducing other classes,
such as art, painting, art therapy,
life drawing and gymnastics,”
continued the spokesperson.
“We’re also pleased to report
that other providers are making
approaches for hiring space in
Finchley Youth Centre. This
will mean the delivery of a more
varied and structured activity
programme there.”

Ideas welcome

In the meantime, the Children and Family Service welcomes suggestions for classes
that could be of interest to young
people and families. You can
contact the team by email at
BYES@Barnet.gov.uk.
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New faces for old rocks

Wendy Longworth &
Associates physiotherapy
practice offers a variety
of treatments at the
clinic, or off-site, in
patients homes,
nursing homes,
private hospitals
and other
organisations.
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