
The Archer

The Archer  is a non-profit-making, non-political & non-religious newspaper, staffed entirely by volunteers.

Published by East Finchley Newspapers, P.O. Box 3699, London N2 2DE.   www.the-archer.co.uk

SEPTEMBER 2021 PAGE 12

Intruder Alarms

CCTV

Access Control

Intercom Systems

Locks, Doors & Keys

Safes & Grilles

Locksmiths

O2O 8442 O66O
Securebase Ltd
112 High Road, East Finchley, London N2 9EB

T: 020 8442 0660  
F: 020 8365 2788

info@securebase.co.uk
www.securebase.co.uk

Your 
Securit

y 

proble
ms 

Solved
!

8535(AW)TheArcher_2ColumnAdvert:ClintonSmith_020 7267 7727  5/2/14

COLIN SCLARE  
S a l e s & L e t t i n g s

   www.colinsclare.co.uk                       info@colinsclare.co.uk

The Brentano Suite, Lyttelton House, 2 Lyttelton Road, London N2 0EF

07891368049                                   020 8444 3351
Contact us on

But more importantly, a quality service to you!
Open 6 days a week

9.30 am - 7 pm Monday to Friday 10 am - 3 pm Saturdays

We cover East Finchley, Muswell Hill,
Hampstead Garden Suburb, North Finchley, Whetstone,
Finchley Central, Barnet, Friern Barnet, Golders Green,

Archway, Islington and parts of the City.
Letting fee: 7% (= 8.4% incl vat)     Sales fee: 1.5% (= 1.8% incl vat)

Your news
Send your stories, letters, and photos to 
news@the-archer.co.uk or by post to The 
Archer, PO Box 3699, London N2 2DE. 
Find us on Twitter, Facebook and Insta-
gram @TheArcherN2. You can view our 
online archive at www.the-archer.co.uk

           DID YOU KNOW? 
      

              YOU ARE GOING TO BE HAPPY 
              WITH YOUR NEW VARIFOCALS 

              OR YOUR MONEY BACK. 
              AS SIMPLE AS THAT 

 

IF YOU TRIED THE REST NOW TRY 
CERTIFIED VARILUX SPECIALISTS 

STEWART-DUNCAN OPTICIANS 
126 High Road, East Finchley, N2 9ED 

020 8883-2020 

Tragic story behind Trinity Road underpass
By Roger Chapman

Underpass update
The underpass beneath the Northern line linking Trinity 
Road and Manor Park Road is heavily used by local 
residents and schoolchildren but is badly in need of 
improved lighting and security to make it safer.

It was four years ago that a £20,000 scheme was announced to 
install new lighting, new fencing and new security measures, using 
funding from the Grange Big Local project and Barnet Council.

That work stalled before it began but now Grange Big Local 
has appointed a new project manager to kick start it again by 
measuring and conducting drainage surveys over the next few 
months, ahead of the physical changes being made.

On a Wednesday afternoon 
in August 1878, nine-year-old 
William Bowman had been 
with his father while he worked 
as a labourer at Park Farm on 
East End Road when he was 
sent home at about 4.30pm to 
get some tea. Home was 16 
Manor Cottages, about half a 
mile away, across the Great 
North railway track.

The direct route back to his 
home went via the (now) Trinity 
Road crossing, which was then 
above the level of the surround-
ing fields. The nine-year-old 
was seen by William Young, 
a plate-layer, standing close to 
the rail, watching the approach 
of an ‘up train’. 

The moment that train 
passed him he began to cross, 
when the 4.30pm ‘down train’ 
from Kings Cross to High 
Barnet knocked him down. “On 
being picked up life was found 
to be extinct.”

At the subsequent inquest, 
the engine driver and other 
witnesses showed that the level 
crossing was a dangerous one, 
as also was a nearby one at 
Manor Road. Nearly 70 trains 
a day passed that way at a speed 
of 30 miles an hour. 

Evidence was heard that 
on the down line drivers were 
unable to see any one on or near 
the level crossing further off 
than 126 yards and that it would 
be impossible to pull up within 
that distance. Local inhabitants 
testified that a large number of 
children had to pass over this 
crossing on their way to school, 
and they had petitioned the rail-
way company either to erect a 
bridge or make a subway. 

Mr Blanchard Wontner, 
representing the company, said 
it had put up fences and made 
a new footpath going another 
way by 80 yards but the inhabit-
ants pulled down the fence and 
still went over the line. The 
company had no legal power to 

close this path but said it would 
listen to suggestions. 

The jury returned a verdict 
that William had died of head 
injuries and considered that 
immediate steps should be 
taken by the railway company 
to provide a safer means to 
cross the line. The company 
then committed to construct 
a subway under the line at the 
point where William was killed. 
As a result of his tragic death, 
hundreds of people every day 
can now pass below the under-
ground train line in safety.

This article was originally 
written for www.layersoflondon.
org, where you can find fascinat-
ing local history, and upload 
photos and articles of your own.

Under the tracks: The walkway passes safely under what is now the 
Northern line. Photo Mike Coles.

Dangerous crossing:  
A 19th-century map of East 
Finchley showing the path 
across the fields between 
Church Lane and Long Lane 
and the spot where William 
Bowman was killed.


