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Thirty years of news for East Finchley

The Archer has been East 
Finchley’s newspaper for 30 
years this month. Our first 
two editions in January and 
February 1993 were simple 
A4 sheets before we became 
a printed tabloid that March. 
The team declared The 
Archer had been launched 
“to enhance the community 
atmosphere”.

Our very first front page 
reported on crime and polic-
ing in East Finchley listing a 
number of offences in N2 made 
public at a police briefing, 
including burglaries, indecent 
assaults and the theft of a char-
ity box. We also reported that 
the East Finchley Festival was 
ready to go ahead that year 

despite losing its annual grant 
from Barnet Council.

Waitrose retreats
On our 10th birthday, in Feb-

ruary 2003, our front page story 
reported on a packed public 
meeting at All Saints Church 
in Durham Road in response to 
plans to build a Waitrose store 
on the former Park House site 
opposite East Finchley tube 
station, now occupied by a new 
apartment block. The prospect 
of a large supermarket being 
sited there raised huge concerns 
from some residents about traf-
fic turning in and out at a busy 
spot and the threat to East Finch-
ley’s independent traders from a 
major grocery chain moving in. 
Waitrose eventually withdrew 
its plans the following year.
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Our success rate in N2 is very high indeed, 
obviously in Hampstead Garden Suburb

but also in East Finchley.
We have often obtained better prices from 

our base in the Suburb, so
Please call us for a free valuation 

or try us if you are on a 
multiple agency basis
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A community newspaper for East Finchley run entirely by volunteers.

Local News Is Our Aim

020 8883 0033
Estate Agents and Valuers - Established 1767

Properties urgently required - now is the time to sell!

36 High Road
East Finchley N2 9PJ

P R I C K E T T
& ELLIS
T O M K I N S

East Finchley
020 8444 4000

Muswell Hill
020 8444 9000

Alexandra Park
020 8889 4322

A multiple agency instruction with
our company for a sole agency fee.

www.mulberryestateagents.com

 Three strategically located offices.
 Extensive experience of the locality.
 Free evaluation without obligation.

Coral
Pharmacy

129 East End Road N2 0SZ  Tel 8883 0442

Photo D&P
only £2.99

for up to 40 exp
(35m) same day

service

Open Till 6:30pm (Mon - Fri) 6pm Sat - Parking Available
Stockists of a wide range of vitamins, homeopathic remedies, and herbal products.

Cut-price
Fragrances

verything
lectrical

38, High Road, East Finchley N2 9PJ
Tel:  020-8444 7994 Fax:  020-8444 6075 Mobile:  07973 509 322

ALL DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
WORK UNDERTAKEN

BY QUALIFIED ELECTRICIANS

Extra Sockets and Lights
Security Lighting
Fault Finding and Repairs

Interior / Exterior lighting design
Maintenance Contracts
Installation Certificates

Telephone and Television Points

Internet:  http://www.everythingelectrical.com

Supermarket 
Dashed?
By Diana Cormack 
Hundreds of residents packed All Saints Church in Durham Road to air their views 
at the Warning On Waitrose (WOW) meeting. Feelings were running high in the 
cross-section of our community, ranging in age from eight to 80. Despite chairwoman 
Annette O’Gorman encouraging opinions both for and against the proposed super-
market, only those opposed seemed moved to speak. Indeed, so many locals wanted 
to be heard that applause had to be cut out in order to provide more speaking time.

be, Conservative, Labour or 
anyone else, this is wrong and 
it stinks!”

A giveaway
Doubts were cast as to 

the wisdom of the Council’s 
proposal to give away Park 
House, whilst in return leasing 
the new library building back 
from Waitrose. It was suggested 
that, were Park House (estimated 
value over £1 million) to be sold, 
there would be plenty of money 
to refurbish our present library, 
thus allowing it to remain in its 
more sensible location. Any 
threat to Martin School field 
might then be eliminated. 

Local representation
East Finchley councillors 

Alison Moore and Colin Rogers 
said they would represent local 
opinion. Representatives from 
property developers Kiafield 
also spoke at the end of the 
meeting, but failed to con-
vince their audience. (Kiafield 
answers back – see page 4).

To contact Warning On 
Waitrose write to 22A, Aylmer 
Parade, London N2 0PH or see 
www.stopsuperstore.co.uk

Traffic concerns
The public’s concerns gen-

erally reflected those of WOW: 
The expected increase in traffic 
could cause more congestion, 
pollution and parking problems. 
The superstore seems to be for 
the benefit of people driving 
in from other areas rather than 
those in the locality. Despite 
Waitrose and Barnet Council 
stating that it would “regener-
ate” East Finchley by bringing 
more customers to High Road 
shops, most local shopkeepers 
and their customers believe it 
would be detrimental to trade. 

Many people expressed 
anger that Barnet Council 
seems ready to destroy the 
village atmosphere and com-
munity feeling which East 
Finchley enjoys. There has been 
no public consultation and the 
Council cabinet were even pro-
posing to discuss compulsory 
purchase before any formal 
plans had been lodged. 

It stinks
Addressing the WOW audi-

ence, MP Dr. Rudi Vis said that 
the move by the Cabinet was 
“Underhand” and added, “who-
ever the administration might Decision Postponed

An agenda item for Barnet Council’s Cabinet that dealt 
with the proposed Waitrose supermarket and library 
complex in East Finchley was withdrawn at the last minute 
on Monday 20 January. The reason given on the night by 
Cllr. Brian Salinger was that the Cabinet had not been 
given enough time to adequately prepare.

subject to the developers provid-
ing  supporting evidence, to make 
a compulsory purchase order 
on the outstanding interests in 
the lands and buildings on the 
site) and to sell Park House to 
the developers at nil value in 
exchange for a 125 year lease 
on the new library at a pepper-
corn rent.

Underhand
News that the Council 

was contemplating this move 
angered residents and businesses 
alike, particularly as the Cabinet 
meeting was, coincidentally, 
taking place at the same time 
as the ‘Warning on Waitrose’ 
meeting in East Finchley. 

At the time of going to press, 
no date has been set for the paper 
to be considered by Cabinet, and 
no formal planning application 
has been submitted regarding 
the proposed redevelopment of 
the site in question.

Recommendations
The paper, available on 

Barnet Council’s web site, 
recommended that the Cabinet 
approve a number of items, 
including: The redevelopment of 
the site for a supermarket, library 
and car park (if necessary, and 

Kiafield’s reply and more 
Waitrose news on page 4. 

Full house - the WOW meeting at All Saints Church. Photo by Erini Rodis
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……………………..The Right Choice

Call us for a Free Valuation.        Family Business you can Trust.

Air-Conditioning - Recharge & Servicing

Mechanical repairs, tyres,

bodywork, clutches, exhausts

MOTs by appointment

109 Fortis Green East Finchley London N2 9HR

Tel: 020 8883 9707 / 0023 Fax: 020 8482 9179
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FOR A FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CALL  0208 444 7994  

www.everything-electrical.com   38 High Road, London N2 9PJ 

ELECTRICIANS 

The stylish new ‘Splash’ 

radio from Roberts  

DAB/ FM RDS digital 

Water resistant. 

Auto scan tuning 

8 station presets 

Wall mounting plate 

EVERYTHING ELECTRICAL 

PRICE  £99.00 
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This month, The Archer 
celebrates 20 years of 
providing news and 
information to almost 
10,000 homes in East 
Finchley. 
To mark this special 
birthday, we commis-
sioned illustrator Terry 
Mardell to record some 
of the best-known land-
marks of East Finchley 
High Road, including 
the three pubs that have 
hosted Archer team 
meetings over the years. 
Here’s to the next 20 
years! 
Turn to pages 6 and 7 for 
our look back at the early 
days of this newspaper.

• Visit your community newspaper on-line at www.the-archer.co.uk  • 

Twenty years on

 2 0 YEARS AT THE HEART OF EAST FINCHLEY

Big Local arrives
Ten years on in Febru-

ary 2013, we celebrated The 
Archer’s 20th anniversary with 
a front-page montage of N2 
landmarks by local artist Terry 
Mardell, including Maddens, 
the Phoenix Cinema, the library, 
Cherry Tree Wood, the tube sta-
tion, the Bald Faced Stag and the 
Old White Lion. Our big news 

story inside that month was the 
launch of the Grange Big Local 
project after it won £1 million in 
lottery funding for schemes to 
improve life for residents living 
in and around the Grange Estate.

Thank you
The whole team of vol-

unteers here at The Archer is 
proud we’ve reached our 30th 
birthday – and issue number 

346 – still delivering news to 
nearly 10,000 homes and busi-
nesses across East Finchley 
every month. We couldn’t 
do it without our loyal army 
of volunteer deliverers, our 
advertisers who help to cover 
our printing costs and our read-
ers and contributors who bring 
us stories. We thank each and 
every one of them!

What we can 
do for you
You could reach a potential 
20,000 readers across N2 
every month by advertis-
ing in The Archer. We give 
discounts for advertising in 
multiple editions and accept 
flyers or artwork originally 
designed for social media. 
We can even create a basic 
advert design for you. 

For more information, check 
out our advertising informa-
tion at www.the-archer.co.uk/
ads_index.php or email adver-
tising@the-archer.co.uk

Did you know?
The Archer is printed each 
month on paper made 
from 100% recycled fibre, 
mostly retrieved from old 
newspapers collected by 
local authorities around the 
country. It is made here in 
the UK in King’s Lynn in 
Norfolk, some 50km from 
our printers Sharman and 
Co in Peterborough.

Thirty years of news
Delve into all the news in N2 from the last 30 years on 
our mobile-friendly website where you can read almost 
every edition from our three decades of publishing. Go 
to www.the-archer.co.uk

Can you make Mickey a happy cat?
For the last 30 years, The 
Archer has relied on a 
small army of volunteers 
to deliver the newspaper 
to nearly 10,000 homes 
and businesses across East 
Finchley.

Sometimes even cats get 
involved, like Mickey who 
takes charge of the piles of 
papers before they are sorted 
into rounds at the home of our 
team members Jane and David 
Marsh.

Without all these volun-
teers, the paper would get 
nowhere, and we thank each 
and every one for taking time 
each month to ensure copies 
reach neighbours in nearby 
roads or blocks of flats.

We currently have a round 
in Tarling Road, Brownswell 
Road and Borrowdale Close 
without a regular deliverer. 
This is a total of 121 papers 
and takes about 40 minutes 
once a month. We may have 
other rounds coming free in 
the near future.

We’d also love to hear 
from anyone with a car who 
could help to drop off papers 
to the homes of our deliver-
ers. Usually these distributors 
take bagged-up papers to 8-12 
deliverers at the start of each 
month.

Can you help us either as 
a deliverer or a distributor? 
Even if you can’t commit 
on a monthly basis, per-
haps you would consider 
adding your name to a list we 
could call on occasionally to 
cover rounds when regular 

deliverers are away or ill? 
Please get in touch if you’d 
like to be part of the team. 
Email news@the-archer.co.uk 
or leave a message for free 
on our phone line 0800 612 
0748.  You’d make Mickey a 
very happy cat.  Thank you! 

And we hope to keep serving 
East Finchley for another 30 
years at least so please send us 
your story ideas and contribu-
tions to keep our pages full of 
the news that matters to our 
community.  You can email our 
team anytime at news@the-
archer.co.uk or leave a message 

for free on 0800 612 0748. Our 
monthly deadlines are always 
printed on page 2

Top cat: Mickey supervises the piles of Archers being sorted into 
delivery rounds
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