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Parking zone
postponed with
no future date

By John Lawrence

The introduction of East Finchley’s controversial new
controlled parking zone (CPZ) was abruptly halted at
the last minute by Barnet Council last month with no
future date being set for its reinstatement.

Some of'the 2,600 residents
and workers falling into the new
pay-to-park zone across the
northern half of East Finchley
had already started trying to
register for parking permits
in time for the advertised start
date of 19 February when they
were confronted by a short
message on the council website.
It read: “Please note that the
implementation of the experi-
mental zone (EF) CPZ hasbeen
postponed. Residents will be
advised of the date that permit
sales open in advance of the
rescheduled implementation
date.”

Resident Edward Butler,
who organised a petition against
the CPZ that attracted over
1,000 signatures, said: “If the
council is committed to the
rollout, then they should engage
fully, transparently and with all
information available. How-
ever, the informationIhave seen
and the decision notice which
has been published seems
hastily and retrospectively
prepared.”

Resident
ﬁ permit
holders

only

Mon - Fri
Mam-3pm

Ziz Chater, headteacher at
Martin Primary School who
feared she would lose staff if
they were forced to pay to park
near the school, said: “We are
pleased that the CPZ is not
being implemented and hope
that if any similar schemes are
discussed in the future thereisa
thorough consultation and care-
ful consideration of the impact
oneveryone in our community.”

Barnet Council carried out
an online consultation exercise
two years ago which they said
resulted in 51 per cent of resi-
dents eitheractively supporting
anew CPZ oridentifying park-
ingproblems intheirroad. They
did not define the split between
those two groups.

The proposed new con-
trolled parking hours would be
11amto 3pm Monday to Friday
across ahuge swathe ofroadsall
the way up to the North Circular.

Time to consider
East Finchley Councillor
Alison Moore told The Archer:
“Parking problems and parking
controls can be a really tricky

issue and have come to the
fore in East Finchley a number
of times during the past 20
or so years. On each of those
occasions what’s been really
important is hearing from local
residents and trying to get the
balance right in dealing with
those problems.

“The current proposals have
raised questions and concerns
from residents and local organ-
isations, and as councillors we
havereceived lots of correspon-
dence and had conversations
with many residents and others
in the community.”

With hardly any of the
expected signage and road
markings in place and with the
need to give residents adequate
notice of a new start date, it
seems East Finchley willnot get
its new CPZ for some months.

Council responds

The Archer asked Barnet
Council to explain the post-
ponement of the CPZ. Here's
what they told us.

The Archer: Why has the
start date for the new East
Finchley CPZ been post-
poned?

Barnet Council: Theimple-
mentation of the East Finchley
CPZ has been paused to enable
the council to fully consider
the feedback received from
residents and ward councillors.

When canresidents expect
to hear of a new commence-
ment date?

Council officers are in dia-
logue with elected members
currently and hope to be able
to confirm details in the coming
weeks.

During the postponement
period, will the parking team
be considering and respond-
ing to the feedback and criti-
cisms of the new scheme that
is has received?

Although the scheme is not
yet operational, we thank those
who have made comments so
far. These are being collated
and will be included as part of
the statutory process.

How does Barnet Council
think the need to postpone
the implementation reflects
on the accuracy of the public
consultation carried out two
years ago?

The results from the public
engagement previously under-
taken remains valid. The imple-
mentation has been paused to
facilitate feedback received to
the correspondence sent out
about the zone to be considered.

]

Well deserved: Youth club organiser Maureen Clemetson, right, receives her community award from
Barnet Mayor Councillor Nagus Narenthira

Maureen honoured for 18 years
of work with the Monday Club

By Diana Cormack

At the end of January Barnet Homes held their annual Community Awards presen-
tation ceremony in Burnt Oak. Described as ‘crowning the worthy winners of those
who make a real positive difference to their community’ the winner of the Project of
the Year category was East Finchley’s own Maureen Clemetson.

Regular readers will know
that for the last 18 years Mau-
reen has run the Monday Club
and is now involved with what
she calls her third generation
of youngsters, mostly from
Strawberry Vale and the Grange
Estate. The club continues
to provide seven to 12-year-
olds and 13 to 16-year-olds
with somewhere to go where
they will find plenty to keep
them busy. Activities available
include art, games and sport,
and meals are provided as well.

A delighted Maureen
described the presentation
dinner and dance to The Archer
as being “like the Baftas. Three
of us had been nominated. |
couldn’t believe it when they
opened the envelope and read
out my name.”

She told Barnet Homes:
“We’ve always provided mem-
bership, all activities, food and
outings for children absolutely
free of charge. The club started
off with a handful of children
attending in the first few
months. Within two years the
club had become so popular
that we needed to relocate to
cater for almost 50 children
per session. Early on we were
fortunate enough to have the
trust and full sponsorship of a
local businessman who wanted
to help our community.

“Over the years, I’'m proud
to say that I’ve supported three
generations of young people
through our club doors. I've
watched them grow up and
have children of their own
who’ve also attended. They all

call me Aunty Maureen. It’s a
joy to see them go on and do
well. Recently, one of the old
members contacted me to say
that he is training to be a pilot
and he’s promised to take me
on a flight to Jamaica!”
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LEMON PICKLEBALL

TRY THE FASTEST GROWING SPORT IN THE USA
CLUBS « COACHING « EVENTS
www.lemonpickleball.com

David Hillel Optometrist

BSc(Hons) FCOptom DipCLP MPhil DOptom

Dr David Hillel Burns is an

experienced specialist in eyesight.

119 High Road N2

Tel: 020 8444 2233
www.davidhillel.co.uk

Advice, help
and care for
all eye and
sight matters

Children’s sight care

Advanced clinical investigations
NHS available

Special contact lens fitting service
On-site laboratory

Hospital-level vision care

Myopia Control

Appointments from 8am - 7pm

G&C Commercial Services Ltd

usted Cleaning Partner
With 18+ Years Experience

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

End of Tenancy & After Builders
Spring Cleaning & Oven Cleaning

07592 872 868 (O gc.services.ltd




