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Housing plan for prime site opposite station

Ripe for development: The Park House and Monkey Puzzle Nursery site seen from East Finchley Station,
above, has been identified as a possible site for 70 homes in | 2 blocks, below. Top photo Mike Coles.
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Everything Electrical Ltd
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Making you warm this winter
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Tel: 020 8444 7994 or Freephone 0800 279 3463

By Nadia Savvopoulou

A prime site opposite East Finchley tube station and
alongside Cherry Tree Wood, which is currently occupied
by the Monkey Puzzle nursery, could be developed to
provide about 70 new homes under plans being put
forward by Barnet Council in partnership with a group

of private companies.

The proposals for the new
Cherry Tree Quarter project
were presented by developers
and architect representatives
in a public meeting at the Old
White Lion pub on Thursday
5 February. They showed
the stone and timber-clad
homes in 12 blocks of varying
heights, some with balconies,
in a ‘village’ layout accessed
through decked paths, three
pedestrian streets and acobbled
central square.

The project team engaged
with attendees at the meeting,
addressing concerns about
parking, social housing, and
the future of the nursery.
The team said only four Blue
Badge parking permits would
be issued for the whole site
and confirmed there would be
no social housing, adding that
profits from Barnet Council’s
share of any house sales would
be earmarked for other social
housing projects in Barnet. The
nursery would be temporarily
rehoused until it could move
back into new premises on
the site.

First reactions

Roger Chapman, chair ofthe
Friends of Cherry Tree Wood,
said his group did not support
the development in its current
form and called it a “gross
overdevelopment of the site”.

“Itdoesnotretain the mature
trees and open space at the
front contrary to the new local
plan that was agreed upon by

Barnet Council Cabinet on the
same night as the consultation
meeting,” he said. “We will
campaign for the protection of
all the mature trees, the open
space at the front of the site,
an improved entrance to the
Wood, and for a development
thatrespects the plan that Barnet
Council has just adopted.”
Building height
Other concerns raised at the
meeting included the height
and proportion of the housing
blocksinrelationto surrounding
homes and the positioning ofthe
courtyard square at the back of
the site, rather than the front.

Continued on page 6

Call-out
for poems

As part of the refurbishment
of the pedestrian underpass
between Manor Park Road and
New Trinity Road, N2, reflec-
tor panels are being installed
for better visibility around the
sharp corners.

These will be overlayed with
poetry written by local people
about the community and the
underpass so project organis-
ers are asking for submissions.
They are also looking for some-
one to coordinate the poetry
contributions. Email info@
grangebiglocal.org or call pro-
ject manager Karen on 07902
900639 to get involved.
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 Visit us online at www.the-archer.co.uk or Facebook/X/Instagram: @TheArcherN2
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Volunteers wanted

Compiled by Lynn Winton

Be DarT

The North London Festival (northlondonfestival.org.uk) is an annual
event that takes place in the Free Church, Hampstead Garden Suburb,
from mid-March to mid-May. It gives performance opportunities to help
young musicians develop, all of whom receive feedback from an eminent
adjudicator and a certificate. The organisers need help to staff the reception
desk, direct performers and their parents/teachers and manage back-stage
practice rooms. There is also the bonus of listening to some talented musi-
cians. Please getintouch with Rosemary Cook: enquiriesnif@outlook.com
BarnetBereavement Counselling Service (barnetbereavementservice.org.
uk) is looking for a Volunteer Fundraiser to help grow its online presence
and supportits work. Remote and flexible hours are offered, and could suit
an A-level or Uni student in Business, Marketing, Events, or related fields.
The role involves creating engaging social media content and promoting
fundraising campaigns. Find out more by emailing Salli Cohn: info@
barnetbereavementservice.org.uk.

HGS u3a (hgsu3a.uk) is a membership organisation for retired people;
where you can learn new things and make new friends. They have more
than 60 groups including History, Bridge and Cycling; all run by volunteers.
There are currently two vacancies, the first for Volunteer Art Teacher to take
Art Beginners and Art Improvement groups. You would need to be reliable
and well-organised with some experience of teaching art to a mixed ability
group. The second vacancy is for a Volunteer Tai Chi/ Keep Fit instructor.
You would need to be reliable, well-organised and be able to work with a
group of mixed ability members. For more information please contact Tina:

If you’d like your organisation to be included in
this column please email
news@the-archer.co.uk

groupsorg@hgsu3a.uk
IGOIIUH%
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Engineers brought in to

Drainage problems: The main field

investiat park

in Cherry Tree Wood is prone

ﬂoodjp

every year to flooding in its lowest lying areas

By Debbie Linton

A civil and environmental engineering firm has recently
carried out a study to find solutions for the flooding
problems that continue to leave large areas of Cherry

Tree Wood out of bounds.

Specialists Metis Consulting
Ltd were called in to conduct a
survey and found six areas ofthe
park thatwere particularly prone
to water-logging, including the
‘lake’ on the main playing field
which is visible to all visitors.
Last year a serious flooding
incident had also emerged on
the path alongside the tube line.

The AGM of the Friends
of Cherry Tree Wood in
January was told that some
‘naturalistic’ solutions for the
general drainage of the park
mightbe possible and that more
information would become
available this year.

The Friends were continuing
towork closely with the Council
to try to find a permanent fix.
The East Finchley Festival
organisers, who stage their
event in the park every June,
and other members of the
community were also helping
to find answers.

New to the wood

New to the wood in the last
12 months were three nature
recovery zones, the AGM was
also told. Information on the
flora and fauna in the wood is
being collated and some new
play equipment in the older
children’s play area has been
installed.

A significant achievement
in 2024 was that Green Flag
status had been awarded to the
wood, the only park in Barnetto
receive this accolade. This was
due inno small partto the efforts
of volunteers attending monthly
community litter picks, tending
to the new forest gardens, and
maintaining flower beds and
the orchard. Batmonitoring had
continued, with at least three
species again identified.

Other events included
Bioblitz and citizen science
days, a seed and plant swap day
and two walks in collaboration

SAFER
NEIGHBOURHOODS

, LOCAL POLICE, LOCAL KNOWLEDGE

How to
report a crime

+(Call999inanemergency when
there is adangerto life oracrime
is in progress

« Call 101 fornon-emergencies,
if your property has been stolen
or damaged, you wish to report
drug dealing or a minor traffic
accident, and for general police
enquiries

* Report crime to your local
Safer Neighbourhood Team by
email:
eastfinchley.snt@met.police.uk
gardensuburb.snt@met.police.uk
or
fortisgreen.snt@met.police.uk
Find full details for the local
SNTs at www.iloven2.co.uk/
local-government-and-policing
« Stay anonymous and report
information to Crimestoppers
on 0800 555111

with the London Festival of
Architecture. The year ended
with a Christmas wreath-
making event, and the new year
began with a bramble-bashing
eventin freezing temperatures.

Coming soon

The next events in Cherry
Tree Wood are both on Sunday
9 March; a seed and plant swap
from 2pm to 4pm and a litter
pick from 2pm to 3pm. Meet
near the café for both.

On Saturday 3 May from
I1am to 1pm there is another
Bioblitz event where the
community can come together
and help identify the flora and
fauna ofthe wood. Meetnearthe
noticeboard by the Summerlee
Avenue entrance.

To find out more about the
Friends, or justto getinvolved,
you can get in touch via email
at friendsofctw(@gmail.com

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Barnet

20 Manor Cottages Approach, N2
Two-storey rear extension. Two-storey
side infill extension

85 High Road, N2

Vinyl signage on glazing above ATM

12 - 18 High Road, N2

Submission of details of conditions 25
(Secured by Design) 32 (Landscape
Plan) pursuant to planning appeal
APP/N5090/W/23/3326949 dated
27/09/2023 planning ref 22/3419/573
62 Hertford Road, N2

Conversion of two flats into two semi-
detached houses involving part single,
part two-storey side and rear extension
and alterations to the existing patio area
withrampedaccessfollowing demolition
of the existing rear conservatory, new
front access steps, extension to roof
including increasing of ridge height, two
rear dormers and five front roof lights,
new side gable window and associated
internal alterations. Associated amenity
space, refuse and recycling storage
Strawherry Vale Play Space, N2

& Submission of details of conditions 6

(Construction Environmental Manage-
ment Plan) 7 (Habitat Management and
Monitoring Plan) 8 (Ecological Enhance-
ment Strategy) pursuantto planning per-
mission24/2933/FUL dated27/01/2025
Martin Primary School, Plane Tree
Walk, N2

Submission of details of condition 3
(Acoustic report) pursuant to plan-
ning permission 24/2205/RCU dated
05/08/2024

11 - 59 High Road, N2

Submission of details of condition 4
(Demolition and Construction Manage-
ment and Logistics Plan) pursuant to
planning permission24/1519/FUL dated
07/08/2024

18 Trinity Road, N2

Erection of a garden shed

28A Park Hall Road, N2

Roof extensioninvolving rear dormerand
outrigger dormer and two front-facing
roof lights

17 Bedford Road, N2

Roof extension involving rear dormer
window and two front-facing roof lights
Archer Academy, Eagans Close, N2

Constructionofnewsingle-storey school
building. Relocation of bicycle storage
and refuse storage

21 Church Lane, N2

Two-storey rear extension including
two Juliet balconies and new rear patio.
Insertion of new first-floor front and side
windows. New front porch

8 Manor Park Road, N2
Single-storey side and rear extension
following demolition of the existing rear
extension. Changes tofirst-floor side and
rear fenestration. Addition of side and
rear roof lights

36 Sedgemere Avenue, N2
Replacement of existing front and rear
windows with double glazed UPVC sash
windows to match existing

36 Bedford Road, N2

Single-storey wrap around side and rear
extension with four roof lights

6 Cherry Tree Road, N2
Single-storey rear extension. New front
porch. Roof extension involving replace-
ment rear dormer window with Juliet
balcony and three front-facing roof lights
following removal of the existing
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Danger to life: Broken masonry lies on the pavement outside the community police office and outside another premises on the opposite side of the High Road after recent falls
and, right, the huge block that fell off the roof of Amazing Grates in 2023

By Julia Lawrence

Bouts of extreme weather over the winter have led to a worrying and potentially lethal spate of incidents in the High Road, N2, where chunks
of masonry and roof tiles have fallen from buildings, and smashed onto the pavement below.

Most recently after a cold snap
in January, early morning com-
muters walking to East Finchley
station noticed the pavement
outside the Metropolitan Police
office littered with lumps of
crumbled plaster and concrete.
Dr Claire Phipps, who lives
in Bedford Road, chanced
upon the damage, on her way
to work. “I don't know how
someone hasn't been killed,”

she told The Archer. “I make
a point now of walking away
from the shop fronts, and near
the kerb. I appreciate it is up to
individual owners to make sure
their buildings are safe, but I
think a collective process is
needed, whichisin the interests
of everyone.”

About a year earlier, a similar
thing happened on the op-
posite side of the High Road.
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OVERTURE AUCTIONS

Artique, Vintage and Entartainment Auctions

Clearances and Valuations undertaken
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On this occasion, several large
and heavy pieces of cornicing
had come loose from a fagade,
thankfully overnight.

Who’s responsible?
Incidents of falling masonry
often follow bouts of extreme
weather: heavy rain seeps into
cracks, freezes and expands,
leaving concrete and plaster
loose when the ice thaws.
Structural work can also lead
to damage.

On 10 January 10, the UK had
one of its coldest nights in 15
years, with temperatures plung-
inginsome areas tominus 19C.
On 11 January, Heath Street, in
Hampstead, was closed off fol-
lowing reports of rubble falling
from a roof.

Many of the buildings on the
High Road in N2 were built
around the turn of the last cen-
tury, and property law states
that it is the responsibility of
the freeholder, not individual
leaseholders in flats or shops,
to ensure that the building's
edifice and roof is of a safe and
acceptable standard.
Surveyors from Barnet Council
carry out site inspections when
incidents are reported, butiden-
tifying who is the freeholder is
not always straightforward, as
a management company can
often be responsible.

Regular calls
In November 2023, as reported
in The Archer, the owners of the
Amazing Grates fireplace shop,
which dates back to 1905, had

T
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Emergency senvice: remen check the safety of the Aazing Grates
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rooftop following the incident there last winter. Photo Mike Coles

a similar incident when a large
section of one of the 'corbels',
or decorative supportive struc-
tures, sheered off its frontage
and landed on the High Road
pavement.

Freecholder and owner, Liz
Tew told us: “I immediately
sectioned it off, so that people
couldn't walk under it and rang
the fire brigade who came and
removed the restofit. When the
council surveyor came he said
they get a call once a fortnight
around the area, asa lot of these
buildings are so old.”

The building was declared safe
by the surveyor, but Liz says
she's still very anxious about it.
“I would like the other corbel
removed. We have had such
extremes of wind and rain, if
it has happened once, it strikes
me as reasonable that it could
happen again, which is a hor-
rible thought.”

Report concerns
Kate Brown, chair of the East

Finchley Town Team group,
which promotes the use of lo-
cal shops and businesses in the
High Road, said: “The legal
position is clear. The responsi-
bility for maintaining properties
rests with the freeholder. It is
vital for everyone's safety that
they do so.

“It is excellent that The Archer
is raising this issue and as a
Town Team we would encour-
age anyone who has a concern
about a building to use the
proper reporting process.”

How to raise the alarm
Reports can be made by go-
ing to www.barnet.gov.uk and
searching ‘dangerous build-
ing’. Alternatively, email via:
building.control@barnet.gov.
uk. Otherwise, call the Building
Control department on 020
8359 4500, Monday to Friday
between 9am and S5pm and out
of hours on: 020 8359 2000 or
in an emergency dial 999.

Friends join forces in anti-nuclear protest

Three East Finchley residents have set up a new branch of the Campaign for Nuclear

Disarmament.

Kate, Ruth and Sally met by
chance on the bus to a national
demonstration outside the US
Air Force base at Lakenheath
in Suffolk to protest against the
siting of US nuclear warheads
in Britain for the first time in
15 years.

“We discovered a shared
concern about the increasing
threat of war in Europe,” said

Sally. “We were surprised to see
each other on the coach. After
chatting, werealised thatifthree
of us are this concerned about
having nuclear warheads sited
within 80 miles of our home,
there are probably other people
equally disturbed, or maybe
they just don’t realise yet this
is happening.”

An initial meeting to see if

there was an appetite for form-
ing a new branch led to others
joining, including two friends
and campaigners from the for-
mer days of CND. If you are
concerned about these issues or
would like to know more email
info@londoncnd.org and write
Finchley in the subject bar.
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Final push for
performing arts
studio fundraiser

Purpose built: How Archer Academy hopes its new performing arts

studio will look

Actors Matt Lucas and
Nicola Stephenson, and
comedian Ian Stone, who
all live locally, are backing
Archer Academy's push
to build a new performing
arts studio, with construc-
tion set to begin this June.

The aimistoraise £150,000
through an online crowdfund-
ing campaign running from
21-23 March. A generous donor
has pledged to match every £1
raised, bringing the total fund-
raising goal in this final stage
of the Raise the Roof project
to £300,000.

The new performing arts
studio will provide essential
rehearsal space for students
and will be available for com-
munity use outside of school
hours. The project comes at a
time when many schools are
cutting performing arts from
the curriculum.

Transformational

Matt Lucas, who first visited

the schoolin 2022 (The Archer,
March 2022), has been a strong
advocate for the project. He
spoke movingly about how
performing arts transformed
his own school experience and
expressed his desire to help
future generations benefit from
similar opportunities.

To date, Archer Academy
has raised £320,000 through a
grant from the Wolfson Foun-
dation and various fundraising
events, including sponsored
school walks, its own Archella
Festival, and a comedy night in
2023 hosted by lan Stone.

The school has enlisted a
group of ‘Champions’ to share
the campaign link, enabling
donors to contribute in just sec-
onds and track the campaign's
progress in real time.

To donate orlearn more, con-
tact Katie Ruback at kruback@
thearcheracademy.org.uk or
visit the school's fundraising
page https://thearcheracademy.
org.uk/archer-raisetheroof.
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High standards: Headteacher Lucy Harrison and Archer Academy students celebrate the school’s Ofsted rating

Hard work pays off at secondary school

The Archer Academy in
East Finchley has again
been awarded the status of
Outstanding following an
Ofsted inspection in Janu-
ary, a judgement initially
given to the secondary
school in 2019.

Among the strengths high-
lighted in the inspectors’ report
are “Leaders are highly ambi-
tious for all pupils”, “Pupils

receive an exceptional educa-
tion at the Archer Academy”,
“The school fosters a happy,
welcoming, and inclusive envi-
ronment where academic excel-
lence and personal development
hold equal importance” and
“Behaviour is highly positive.
The school fosters a calm and
productive atmosphere.”
Lucy Harrison, the school’s
headteacher, said: “I am abso-
lutely delighted that Ofsted

haverecognised that the Archer
Academy continues to be an
Outstanding school. My thanks
go to my fantastic staff for their
incredible hard work and dedi-
cation, and also to our students,
governors and parents who
demonstrate such ongoing pride
and passion for their school.”

QKOS

SINCE 1976

AS SEEN IN

FINANCIAL TIMES

"THE WORLD'S BEST
REPAIR SHOPS"

12-74 HIGH ROAD « EAST FINCHLEY

LONDON = N2 9PN
020 8883 0876
www.kokos.co.uk

(© @ kokosfinchley

Romantic
concert

Finchley Symphony Orches-
tra's next concert includes two
great Romantic masterpieces
and a rarity. Scriabin’s rarely
performed Réverie is a short,
languid evocation of dream-
ing, while Dvorak's well-loved
concerto for the cello is typi-
cally packed with melodies and
punchy rhythms. The soloist
will be Peteris Sokolovskis, a
winner of the Royal College of
Music Cello Competition.

Another favourite to be
performed is Brahms’ Third
Symphony. The concert takes
place at Trinity Church, Nether
Street, N12, on Saturday 15
March, starting at 7.30pm.
Tickets are £18, £15 for those
under 26 and over 60, £2 for
those under 18 and you can save
£1 per ticket by booking online

Gardeners
wanted

The Grange Big Local
team is looking for volunteers
to help plant vegetables and
grow flowers at the Tarling
Road Community Hub in East
Finchley. Find out more at any
of the Warm Spaces mornings
that run at the hub on Thursdays
from 9.30am to 12pm (except
Thursday 13 March).

Car boot

The monthly Muswell Hill
Indoor Car Boot Sale will take
place on Saturday 29 March
from 10am to 1pm at Hornsey
Parish Church Hall, on the
corner of Cranley Gardens and
Park Road, N10 3AH. Buses
W7, W3 and 144 stop nearby.
Admission is 50p and refresh-
ments are available. For infor-

atwww.finchleysymphony.org. 4 mation, call 020 8368 8180.

THE

MUSWELL HILL CLUB

FITNESS AND LEISURE

Over 100 classes per month ¢ Swimming Pool

Cardio floor » Free weights rooms * Sauna & Steam rooms

Spin studio * Coffee bar » Strerch room « Friendly team

DAY
PASSES
£10

140 FORTIS GREEN, MUSWELL HILL N10 3EF
INFOEMUSWELLHILLCLUB.COM

0208 883 0500
@ THEMUSWELLHILLCLUB

Join online NOW muswellhillclub.com

SHEREE
archives...

By Jane Marsh

10 years ago: March
2015

A mass ‘read-in’ took place
at East Finchley library as part
ofthe campaign to save it from
closure. Itwas organised by the
East Finchley Library Users
Group. Library manager Sim
Branaghan was impressed by
the turnout, but emphasised the
importance of using the library
regularly as the best way to
ensure its future.

15 years ago: March
2010

Local residents faced 18
months of severe disruption on
the Northern line, with services
shut down at weekends and
early on weekday evenings.
The closures were necessary in
order to install a new comput-
erised signalling system, which
would eventually increase
capacity by 20 per cent.

23 years ago: March

2002

After only five weeks of
playing the National Lottery,
20 members of a local syndi-
cate struck lucky. They won a
total of £74,000, which gave
them about £3,650 each. They
were all members of the East
Finchley Constitutional Club
in the Walks where, no doubt,
much celebration of their good
fortune took place.
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comes to sudden end

Family support: One of the Baret Lone Parents sessions at the Green Man Centre on Strawberry Vale
before the organisation was forced to shut down

By Ivor Gaber

A charity based in East
Finchley thathasbeen pro-
viding valuable services to
local lone-parent families
is closing. Barnet Lone
Parents Centre, based at
the Green Man Commu-
nity Centre in Strawberry
Vale, is shutting down with
immediate effect after 17
yearsserving hard-pressed
families.

The Centre provided two
main services, a toy library and
aMoney Advice Centre, which
last year alone managed to
claimback almost halfamillion
pounds of benefits on behalf of
Barnet’s neediest families.

Insufficient funds

Nina Gentry, who led the
team at the Centre, said in a
message to the community

on Facebook: “We have truly
enjoyed beinga part of your life
for somany years and are proud
ofthe work we have done for the
community. We will miss you.”

The charity has been forced
toclosebecauseits main funders
did not have sufficient funds to
meet all the many worthwhile
causes that they try to support.
The Green Man Community
Centre has said they will be
working with the funders “to
explore ways to reinstate some
of the much-needed services
that have been so valuable to
the community”.

Best start in life

Speaking to The Archer,
Green Man trustee Julia Hines
said: “We wanted to give chil-
dren the best start in life. We
have always understood that
to achieve that it is more than
just supporting children, it is

about supporting their families,
neighbours and communities.

“Finchley Toy Library, a &

stay-and-play space for children
aged 0-4, with their parents
or guardians, gave children
a chance to experience toys,
books, messy play, singing,
a warm space in winter and
a garden in summer. It gave
their parents the chance to get
support from each other and
the dedicated, caring staff. Last
year we proudly supported 94
families and 130 children.”
East Finchley’s Councillor
Alison Moore said: “I was very
sorry to hear of the untimely
closure of the Barnet Lone
Parent Centre, and the loss ofthe
valuable services they provide.
Nina Gentry, who with her team
has been a key support to many
families in our community over
the years, will be much missed.”

Energy livestream talk

Muswell Hill Sustainability
Group is hosting a free lives-
tream evening talk and Q&A
with science and environment
author Jean-Baptiste Fressoz.
Livestreamed from Paris, the
evening will offer the chance to
question him about his thoughts
onenergy and the environment.

It takes place at Muswell
Hill Methodist Church, Pages
Lane, N10 1PP, on Tuesday 18
March. Doors open at 7.15pm
and the event starts at 8.15pm,
also online on YouTube. For
tickets and further information,
visit https://wegottickets.com/
event/650338/.

Environment expert: Jean-Baptiste Fressoz

Neighbours take action against dog fouling

By Mike Coles

One of the mostunpleasant
anti-social behaviours in
our streets and open spaces
is dog fouling, caused by
owners who don’t clean
up after their pets. It’s a
health hazard, particularly
for toddlers and young chil-
dren who don’t recognise
the danger.

The problem became so
acute in Lincoln Road, N2,
recently that residents took the
matter into their own hands by
posting signs on every available
tree and lamppost asking dog
owners to be more thoughtful.

It seems each London bor-
ough has its own policy. Isling-
ton, for instance, takes it very
seriously posting warning signs
of heavy fines and a hotline
to call to report irresponsible
owners.

GLEAN UP

AFTER YOUR DOG

"ﬂip ) o 0

Get the message: One of the signs tied on trees in Lincoln Road by

residents fed up with thoughtless dog owners

In Barnet there is no hot-
line but residents can report
incidents by going to www.
barnet.gov.uk and searching
‘dog fouling’. This takes you
to an online form where you

can include photographs. The
council aims to respond within
three days but gives priority to
cleaning streets with the high-
est footfall.

Laurels

East Finchley Property Expert

Not Sold for 340 Days
Sold with Laurels: 10 Days
95% of Asking Price

Sold with Laurels: 7 Days
105% of Asking Price

Book your free, no obligation valuation:

laurels.co.uk
Tel: 020 8068 3455
Email: s.taylor@laurels.co.uk

rightmove®  @nTheMarket

200pPLa

@ PrimeLocation

Traditional Chinese
Medicine Clinic

Acupuncture
Chinese medical massage
Herbal medicine
Medical gigong
Chinese nutrition

. BADAO.CO.UK
BADA0 2] 07815 779785
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" Proposed roof plan with communal terraces

!

First look: Early drawings of the Cherry Tree Quarter developbment show buildings up to six storeys in
height with balconies and walkways arranged in | 2 blocks, marked in green on the aerial plan

Corner site: How the development would look with the railway bridge and station in the background

Continuing from page 1

East Finchley Council-
lor Arjun Mittra said: “I am
encouraging all residents to
have their say on this applica-
tion via the public consultation
[see details below]. This is an
extremely important site to get
right, given its location. There
is a real opportunity to make
much needed improvements to
the town centre including the
entrance to Cherry Tree Wood.”

Monkey Puzzle

Paula Murphy, who runs the
Monkey Puzzle nursery, told
us her team would adapt if the
development went ahead. She
said: “Whilst we are saddened
to potentially lose the nursery
that we love and have poured
our hearts into over the last
13 years, we do recognise the
benefits thatanew development
would add to the area and the
opportunities that an enhanced

learning environment would
provide for the children.

“Our intention would be
to relocate within the N2 area
and remain a part of the East
Finchley community, whilst
continuing to deliver ‘outstand-
ing’ childcare to our amazing
families.”

Who is behind the project?

The Cherry Tree Quar-
ter project is being led by
Places for Barnet, listed at the
public meeting as a partnership
between Barnet Council and
development company London
Placemaking.

The latter is presented as
a multidisciplinary company
that has been delivering homes
for 20 years but does not have
an online presence. Informa-
tion available on Companies
House lists it as being owned
by brothers Oliver and Daniel
Kuropatwa.

They also own the company
behind the striking brick-built
Edgewood Mews development
on a narrow strip of land where
the A1 Falloden Way meets the
North Circular, designed by the
award-winning architect Peter
Barber.

Other companies involved
in the project are planning con-
sultants DP9, communications
consultants Kanda, transport
planning advisors Lime Trans-
port, Point 2 Surveyors and KP
Acoustics.

Have your say

No official plan or request
for planning permission has
been submitted yet for the
Cherry Tree Quarter project.
The website https.//cherrytree-
quarter.co.uk/ contains all the
information available at the
public meeting as well as a
‘Contact Us’ button where you
can leave feedback.

Get results! advertise in

Your unique access to
nearly 10,000 homes
and businesses in
East Finchley

Generous rates fora
range of sizes

___'._'

.Tlll —_

;,_A;"hé her_

www.the-archer.co.uk/ads_index.php
or e-mail advertising@the-archer.co.uk

For more details check

LETTERS SPECIAL

Readers who attended the Cherry Tree Quarter public meeting at
the 0ld White Lion or read the project website details immediately
contacted us with their reactions. Please email us at news@the-
archer.co.uk. Here we print some of the opinions we received.

Give us a credible plan
Dear Editor,

| write in response to the con-
sultation for the Cherry Tree Quarter
development at the Old White Lion
on 5 February. As we all know, it
is not unheard of for developers to
embroider the truth. However, in this
case where the owner-developer is
Barnet Council it is reprehensible
giventhe proposal exhibited fell short
of a credible development.

As there was no formal pres-
entation given, the developer and
architects in attendance could only
shrug their shoulders or prevaricate
to the following queries. These are
issues that should have been con-
sidered and acknowledged before a
development gets to this point.

Here are just some of the main
points that need to be answered so
that East Finchley can feel assured
that the client, Barnet Council (and
their partners) are operating within
their own planning guidelines
and not providing an unworkable
development to the detriment of our
community.

. The flyer and website have
illustrations which are simply
‘not to scale’. When asked if
there were scaled drawings
with dimensions, the answer
was no.

e Theseillustrations do not show
building heights nor proximity
to neighbouring dwellings. For
example, they have drawn six-
storey buildings thatappearone
storey less thanthe actual four-
storey development adjacent.
How does that work?

. The London Plan and Bar-
nets’ own Planning Guidelines
are given little regard - Sus-
tainability & Carbon targets /
Disability Discrimination Act
provisions / No drop off zones
and only four cars able to park
on site / Plot densities and
overlooking existing dwellings
/ Secure by Design.

. We are all entitled to our
individual aesthetic prefer-
ence, but the attendees at
the consultation could not
understand how this incred-
ibly dense massing and its
Mediterranean-style appear-
ance be relevant or contextual
to EastFinchley. Barnets’ archi-
tects described their proposal
as ‘playful’. Please let us have
something ‘meaningful’ that is
a contemporary interpretation
andevolutionto EastFinchley’s
beautiful Victorian/Edwardian
heritage.

e Perhaps most telling of this
mercenary proposal, is the
intentionfor 70 residential units
and a children’s nursery that
willlose its outdoor play space.
AccordingtoBarnet’sownlocal
plan a plot of this size should
only yield circa 19 units!

We are a close-knit community
and those who attended and who
we have spoken to, all feel whilst we
are not against a residential devel-
opment with public services and a

public realm we can all share and
be proud of, this proposal as it
stands is cynical. It is too dense
and too inward looking for housing
and a gateway building. Please can
we have a development with the
integrity and diligence it deserves.
James Elliott,

Baronsmere Road, N2

Where will they park?
Dear Editor,

The proposed Cherry Tree
Quarter scheme on the High Road
opposite East Finchley tube poses a
serious threat to parking availability
in the surrounding streets. Only four
parking spaces will be built. Itis unfair
on existing residents nearby to build
70 homes, without the guarantee
that these flats will not be granted
parking permits. The surrounding
streets' limited parking is already
full to capacity.

| was told that 24% of the homes
would have three bedrooms, which
will encourage families, and families
are more likely to require cars. [t may
be that a 'new build' address will not
be granted a parking permit, butin a
few years' time, the address will no
longer be 'new build', so the owners
or any new buyers would be able to
obtain parking permits then.

Theschemeincludes 130 secure
cycle parking spaces. This will do
little to encourage cycling to work.
Someone with a job in the City
would face a seven-mile bike ride
each way, with the choice of the
four steepest hills in north London
on the way home.

Name supplied,
Park Hall Road, N2

Chance to improve
Dear Editor,

On 5 February, | attended the
very crowded exhibition at the Old
White Lion on the proposed Cherry
Tree Quarter (CTQ) development. |
thought to share just some of the
views | managed to get/put across
atthis very busy meeting inthe hope
these help to develop ideas to be
exploited to improve our area.

The CTQ proposal seems to be
very laudable but for an unfeasibly
large number of flats and bike parking
spaces (130!). | think the idea was
that the flats would command a high
price in order to help fund affordable
social accommaodation elsewhere in
the borough.

The high price would be based on
access to good local travel hubs and
future residents would notbe seenas
requiring access to local car parking
spaces (would the council really be
able to enforce this?).

There does seem to be the
opportunity to rid our area of the
local eyesorethatis the unmade road,
Brompton Grove,. Also we could add
to the argument for step-free access
to our tube station. For example,
Brompton Grove could be turned
into a paved or Tarmac-ed, well-lit
walkway with space for company-
funded hire-bike parking.

Mike Hoare,
Address supplied
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Patients decry
run-down face of
surgery building

By Anna Hindmarsh
A patient at East Finchley
Medical Practice wrote
to The Archer recently to
voice his concerns over the
outside appearance of the
surgery, calling it a “poor
advertisement for East
Finchley and for the NHS”.
The GP practice is a long-
established part of healthcare
provision in East Finchley.
However, its frontage on Bar-
onsmere Road is notorious
locally for its rotting wood-
work, peeling paint and broken
windows. It has been in a wors-
ening condition for some years
with no signs of any repairs

being made.

Our reader, who asked to
remain anonymous, made clear
that they are “very happy with
the care provided” but “very
unhappy with the increasingly
run-down appearance of the
practice’s premises.’

“I'find it hard to believe that
such a big practice - I under-
stand it has 7,500 registered
patients - cannot afford to hire
a decorator,” he said.

Katherine Herzmark, the
practice manager, indicated that
there may soon be improve-
ments. She told us: “The
partners of the practice are in
discussion with the landlords

ofthe building regarding refur-
bishments.”

Funding run down

We asked other patients
and local residents what they
thought of the surgery’s exte-
rior. One said: “It doesn’t look
great, but maybe thatjust shows
how much GP funding hasbeen
run down. It’s still an excellent
medical practice.”

Another said: “I haven’t
noticed it as being particularly
bad and I definitely wouldn’t
want funds diverted from care
to the cosmetics of the exterior.
If we need to fundraise, this
could perhaps be done at the
East Finchley Festival which
I’msurelots of patients attend.”

In July 2024, The Guard-
ian reported that hundreds of
GP practices have been forced
to close due to financial con-
straints. Many faced tightened
NHS budgets at a time when
they were also dealing with the
impact and after-effects of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

i s

Needs attention: Pee ing paint and a brol<en window mark the
external appearance of the East Finchley Medical Practice.

Photo Mike Coles

A little extra help with daily living

Real life: A staff member and a resident at Nightingale Hammerson film one of the advice
videos

By Lynn Winton

A residential care home
on The Bishops Avenue
has launched a free set of
resources to help all older
adults and their families
and carers cope with daily
life.

Named Reach, the aim ofthe
community engagement team at
Nightingale Hammerson is to
support people to “live better
for longer” at home for as long
as possible and to also assist
those caring for them.

All the information is
research-backed, drawing on
expertise from physiothera-
pists, occupational therapists,
dieticians and psychologists
working at the care home.

As well as being available
to give talks to groups both in
person and online, the team is
building a library of short two
to five-minute practical advice
videos available online which

illustrate differentissues. Titles
include ‘Finding Funding’,
‘Getting in and out of cars’,
‘How to Look after Hearing
Aids’and many more, including
how to best engage with people
with dementia.

Body of research

Heading the initiative is
director and clinical nurse spe-
cialist Nuno Santos Lopes who
says: “Working here at Night-
ingale Hammerson gives us a
huge body of research to help
people who want to remain in
their own home. Residents and
staff enjoy being the ‘actors’,
demonstrating how bestto carry
out daily activities.

“Despite being a Jewish
organisation and charity there
is not a Jewish way of getting
in and out of bed. We just want
to offer our resources out to
people.”

Reach can be contacted to
come and give talks and dem-

onstrations to local groups. =

Furtherafield, they have already
arranged online seminars in
Uganda, Australia, China and
the Middle East. Find out more
at www.nightingalehammer-
son.org/reach/

Monumental Bach mass

On song: The North London Chorus

Following a sell-out per-
formance of sacred music in
November, local choir North
London Chorus will be per-
formingJ S Bach’s monumental
Mass in B minor on Saturday
29 March at St James Church
in Muswell Hill.

It’s thought that the mass,
completed in 1749, was not
actually performed in Bach’s
lifetime, and it’s been described

as a compendium of earlier
masses, cantatas and original
movements.

The 24 players of the Merid-
ian Sinfonia accompanying the
choir will be playing period
instruments including the oboe
d’amore, transverse flute, natu-
ral horn and violin.

For tickets go to northlon-
donchorus.org/tickets or buy
unreserved tickets at St James
Church bookshop.

A chance to
reflect

As part of the nationwide
Covid-19 Day of Reflection,
the Grange Big Local team is
holding an eventon Thursday
13 March from 9.30am to
12pmatHoly Trinity Church,
Church Lane, N2. Go along
to remember those who have
lost their lives since the pan-
demic began and to honour
the tireless work of health
workers and acts of kindness
shown during the outbreak.

HOME CARLE

'REFERRED

AWARD WINNING CARE

Quality support in your

own home

F'F-rmanent or
: o

. Ful.h,r trained and fully
referenced team members

= 24-hour support from
management team

= Dementia care

= All medical conditions
supported

» Companionship

= Personal Care

» Support from one hour
aweek to live-in care

Call020 3950 3273

)

p

info@homecarepreferredbarmet.com

3C Galley Houze, Moon Lane, Bamet, ENS 5L

D i D

ﬁ Cnmrrmn.mon
2001

Chvesall "GOOKF rating from the lstest Care Guslity Comauission {C0C) report. Care Cuality Commission is the independent
regulaior of health and sociel care in England. Vou may wew Ehe fil neport at wew ooc.ong sk
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Smartphone ban in schools — and what it means for students

'

Uninterrupted: Students at Archer Academy are among many from
other local schools, like Fortismere, who have had a smartphone ban

for years. Photo Adam Lawrence

Barnet Council is to be the
first in the country to ban
smartphones from allits 126
schools. From September,
all primary school pupils
will be prevented from
bringing the devices into
classrooms, with the rule
being phasedin for second-
ary schools. Here, Ruth A,
a Year 10 student at Archer
Academy in East Finchley,
tells us the effects of her
school’s smartphone ban,
which has already been in
Place for ten years.

Parents, politicians and
education experts have been
arguing for smartphones to be
banned in UK schools by law
due to their negative effects on
young people. However, here at
the Archer Academy, we have
had a complete ban in place for
almost a decade.

Since 2015, mobile phones
with cameras and access to the
internet have been banned at
our school. The only devices
allowed to be brought in are
‘brick phones’ with no camera
or internet access, and these
must be switched off and kept
in our lockers throughout the
day. There are firm sanctions in
place if a student breaches the
school’s mobile phone policy.

This means that phone usage
isn’t a distraction during les-
sons. At lunchtimes we are free
to talk and play games instead
of scrolling, catching up on
social media, and responding
to notifications. This allows us
to build closer friendships and
feel more comfortable in the
school setting.

Additionally, as Archer
Academy is well-known for
its phone-free rule, students
are safer from muggings and

phone stealing when out and
about, and the local police are
very supportive of our school’s
smartphone ban.

Our school’s mobile phone
policy is increasingly relevant
due to current debates around
the contentious issue of smart-
phone bans in schools. Earlier
this year, the government
released guidance encourag-
ing schools to stop the use of
phones.

More recently, the Labour
MP Josh MacAlister, a former
teacher, proposed turning this
guidance into law in a ‘Safer
Phones bill’, making it a legal
requirement for all schools to
be mobile-free zones.

As someone who attends
a smartphone-free school, I
believe it is very beneficial to
students’ wellbeing, learning
and behaviour.

Into the woods for
a date with nature

Into the woods: Volunteers get to grips with nature in Coppetts Wood

By Jake Eiseman-Renyard
I have been volunteering
on Sunday mornings in
Coppetts Wood Nature
Reserve, by the North
Circular and Colney Hatch
Lane, since 2018. Work
varies tremendously, from
litter-picking and clearing
invasive plants to uncover-
ing paths, planting wild-
flowers and trees, putting
up bird boxes and digging
ponds. Like farming, what
we do can depend a lot on
the time of year.

Led by experts, the work
can be a physical challenge but
Ifind it great fun and extremely
rewarding to make a difference
to the woodland. It attracts
people from all walks of life and
I have learnt a great deal about
nature and the history of the area
from volunteering. The nature
reserveitselfis very varied, with
wooded areas, open meadows,
marshy areas and ponds.

Ifyou're interested, you can
email Coppetts Wood Conser-
vationists at: coppettswood-
conservationists@gmail.com
or visit their website at: www.
coppettswood.wordpress.com/
volunteer

Puppet parakeets

Like East Finchley, Cop-
petts Wood has an annual fes-
tival. This year's festival is on
Sunday 11 May and includes
good food, a beer tent, great
music, games and children's
activity stalls. Since 2021, I
have been running the popular
family show ‘Puppets Wood’,
which I alsoneed volunteers for.

This year, its theme is the
parakeets that have become so
numerous in recent years. You
don't need to be experienced
in puppetry, as long as you're
willing to learn and are able to
commit to rehearsals (likely to
be Saturday afternoons). Please
contact me on jakeeisemanren-
yard@gmail.com

The East Finchley Festival
is looking for volunteers as
planning continues for the
2025 event.

The hugely-popular com-
munity festival will take place
in Cherry Tree Wood on Sunday
22 June.

Volunteering roles include
assistant stage managers, chil-
dren's activity coordinator and
parade coordinator, along with
a number of smaller roles on
the day of the festival itself,
such as selling raffie tickets and
stewarding.

The festival will again
showcase some of the best local
music and arts talent across two
stages. There will also be arts
and crafts and storytelling for
younger visitors, while sports
teams and clubs will provide

e N SR

4 Spot them all:

taster sessions for all.

Appeal to businesses

Organisers are appealing
to local businesses to help
with sponsorship as the event,
which s free to attend, is funded
entirely by donations from local
organisations.

Festival sponsorship man-
ager Catherine Stewart said:
"The festival is a major day in
the East Finchley calendar and
we couldn't do it without sup-
port from the community and
our local businesses.

"We are hugely grateful to
the local businesses who have
sponsored and continue to help
fund the festival so we can put
on the best event possible for
East Finchley

"The festival has always
been free to attend and we're
proud to keep it that way. We'd

AR

Summer festival seeks your
help to make the day a success

love to hear from any business
or organisation who would be
interested in helping to sup-
port us."

Along with entertainment
and activities, there will be a
wide range of food and drink
available, while 80 local art-
ists, crafters, makers and com-
munity groups will showcase
their works.

For more information about
volunteering or sponsorship,
visitwww.eastfinchleyfestival.
org.

Did you spot the

differences?

Did you spot all the differ-
ences in the two puzzle pictures
we published in last month'’s
edition. Here they all are in
case you missed any.

The 20 differences in our festival puzzle photo are marked with white circles
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RiCKY SAVAGE...

THE V0 0 IRRESPONVSIBILITY

Heavy and not cool

In the warped and twisted world of rock’n’roll some bands are
cool, some bands achieve coolness and some just ain’t ever going
to get coolness thrust upon them.

From the 1960s until the music press died in the early noughties,
coolness was dictated by the likes of Melody Maker, New Musical
Express and Sounds and written by self-opinionated hacks who
thought they knew it all. Maybe that’s why one of the greatest
bands to come out of Britain has never been ‘cool’. Or was that]
just because they came from Birmingham?

Black Sabbath were never going to be trendy. They were four
long-haired blokes from Brum and when Tony Iommi, Geezer
Butler, Ozzy Osborne and Bill Ward got together in 1968 they had
a problem. It wasn’t the music, which was hard, loud and exciting;
it was that they did not look or sound cool. Unlike Led Zeppelin
they didn’t steal from the blues, write trite ditties about stairways,
have a pretty boy singer or have a guitarist who’d once been on|
Crackerjack. What they had was a hard driving sound. Some of it
by accident as much as design.

Riff-laden rock

At 17, guitarist Tony Iommi lost the tips of two of his fingers
on his right hand and, as a left-handed player, had to rethink
how he played. He made plastic tips for the fingers, used lighter
strings and down-tuned his guitar so that he could keep playing]
comfortably. Bass player Butler changed his tuning to match and,
with drummer, Bill Ward, powering behind and Ozzy belting the|
songs that Ilommi and Butler wrote they created riff-laden rock.
And, when their first album was released in February 1970 heavy
metal was born.

Did the music press like it? No, it wasn’t cool, but it wasn’t made
for them, it was made for the fans and they bought in truckloads.
The follow-up, Paranoid, topped the charts and the title track even|
got them on Top of The Pops.
Drink, drugs and madness
For the next seven years until a combination of drink, drugs and
madness led to Ozzy leaving, they were the hardest, loudest and
probably the most exciting band out there. There were chart LPs,
sell-out tours and Sabbath were the best metal band anywhere.
From then on things fluctuated until by the mid-1980s only Iommi
was left and the band folded. There have been various reunions
and reformation but the last LP was in 2013 and the last gigs in|
2017. But on 7 July, in Birmingham, there is one last chance to see
the original line-up do what they do best. Remember, that even if]
you can’t get tickets and there isn’t a fan zone, without Sabbath
there would have been no Guns’n’Roses, no Metallica and no heavy
metal. Not bad for four blokes from Birmingham.

Scouts seek new helpers

The 10th Finchley (Scottish)
Scout Group, based at Gordon
Hall, West Finchley, provides
Scouting for young people aged
six to 14 years and is looking
forvolunteers to help supportits
leaders. You don’t need to have
beena Scoutbefore and training
is provided, most of which can
be done online. Meetings take
place on Tuesday and Thursday

evenings. For more informa-
tion, contact Scout leader Chris
Reay on chrisreay(@email.com

BT T\ W)
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Make it better: Director Nic Stacy, right, with his interviewee Kyle Wiens, CEO of
Ifixit, a firm that provides repair advice for consumer goods
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By Maxine Klein

When we buy ourselves a new T-shirt, phone or pair
of boots do we consider what happens to stuff when we
no longer need it? Nic Stacy asked himself the question
after seeing the way the annual Black Friday sales phe-
nomenon encouraged people to go out shopping whether
they needed new things or not.
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LEMON PICKLEBALL

TRY THE FASTEST GROWING SPORT IN THE USA
CLUBS » COACHING * EVENTS
www.lemonpickleball.com

Glebelands

indoor bowling...at its best

What are you
waiting for?
just call, email or
visit the club

Glebelands Indoor
Bowls Club
Summers Lane
Finchley

London

N12 0PD

020 8446 2090
glebelandsibc@gmail.com
www.Glebelandsibe.co.uk

Why not book a

30min taster session

no charge

a game for all ages
100 years v 16 years

Asan award-winning docu-
mentary maker he decided to
make a documentary on the
topic and created for Netflix
the very disturbing expose on
the creation of waste titled Buy
Now. It is a powerful analysis
on the way in which we are
manipulated to consume and
the consequences of doing so.

Nic went to Fortismere
School where his dramateacher
Jacqui Hyffe recognised his
talent and encouraged him to
do a degree in drama. Having
qualified at Bristol University
he joined the BBC. He started

Hearing loss
hub ambition

Our buy now, discard later culture

as a runner and subsequently
became aproducer and director
specialising in innovative sci-
enceand history documentaries.

Deluge of shoes

In Buy Now, he uses the
imagery of advertising to
illustrate the volume of waste
that we create. The 25 million
shoes that are manufactured
every hour are represented as
adeluge of shoes pouring from
the sky into the streets. There
are also shots of Paris looking
as if it were buried in discarded
rubbish. It visibly questions
where these items end up when
they are no longer fashionable.

And where does the waste
go? We are shown disturbing
images of landfills and beaches
covered in discarded electric
items and old clothes, which
do not disintegrate. A shot of a
fish that had swallowed a large
piece of plastic was particularly
disturbing.

Apart from the items we
deliberately throw away he
revealed how manufacturers
build in obsolescence to our
gadgets so that they run out of
batteries that can't be replaced,
orthey are designed so that they
cannot be repaired.

All consumers should see
this documentary and I guaran-
tee that after seeing it you will
think twice before buy anything
thathas to be ultimately thrown
away.

Review:

Lip-reading tutor: Jennie Parke
Matheson

By David Melsome

A lip-reading tutor has
set up a new business in
Muswell Hill with the aim
of creating a ‘hearing loss
hub’ for the area. Jennie
Parke Matheson decided

Handful of Nothing

to set up her course after
noticing there was a lack
of support for peopleliving
in London.

Her face-to-face classes
under the name Read My Lips
are running from this month on
Tuesday afternoons at the refur-
bished United Reform Church
onthe corner of Queens Avenue

)| and Tetherdown, N10. She

may also offer weekly classes
via Zoom if there is sufficient
interest.

World tumed upside down: Tilly Lee-Kronick during a performance of her one-
woman show

skills and gave her the physical
strength required to perform
some of the aerial choreography
seen in her show.

By Jessica Holt
This one-woman show,
written and devised by local

resident Tilly Lee-Kronick,

Above all Tilly wants to tell

Jennie says: “I started in the
autumn following my gradu-

explores the complexissues @ story, the essence of drama.

| book.com/LearningtoLipRead

surrounding eating disor-
ders. Tilly uses her singing,
dance and circus skills to
create a piece of drama
that is informative but not
triggering.

Tilly was drawn to physi-
cal theatre when she went on a
school visit to see the Cornish
theatre group Kneehigh per-
forming their devised play The
Wild Bride. After her A-levels,
Tilly attended a circus school
in Bristol called Circomedia,
which developed her circus

ation as a lip-reading tutor at
City Lit. I’d taken classes there
in both lip-reading and BSL
(British Sign Language). It
became abundantly clear to me
during my time there that there
is not nearly enough support
or provision for people living
in London with hearing loss.”

Jennie also hopes to offer
one-to-one sessions for those
who prefer to work individually
rather than in a group. For more
information, visit www.face-

And she tells this story in such
an inventive way. It is full of
imagery, beautiful movement
sequences and a sensitive musi-
cal score that plays alongside
this story of recovery.

The door frame which fea-
tures throughout the show is
reminiscent of trapeze, but it is
used in a unique way. There is
also puppetry, and the way Tilly
uses balloons is quite unique.
She hopes her 50-minute
show will be a success and she
intends to perform it on tour in
the future.
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Review: An Interrogation

Question time: Rosie Sheehy interviews the suspect played by Jamie

Ballard in a tense police drama

Hampstead Theatre, Swiss
Cottage

By Jessica Holt

This is Jamie Armitage’s
first play as author and
director and debuted to
great acclaim in Edin-
burgh. For Hampstead
Theatre, he expanded it
to 70 minutes to explore
moments that the Edin-
burgh audiences wanted
developed in more depth.

The police force is a huge and
controversial topic to write
about but by setting the play
in an interrogation room with a
young female officer and male
suspect many ideas about our
police are exposed in a subtle
way.

Ruth, played by Rosie Sheehy,
ispersuaded to question the sus-

pectalone by her male superior
officer, played by Colm Gorm-
ley. The crime is the kidnapping
and murder of a young woman
and thekidnapping and possible
murder of a second victim. She
questions him withoutalawyer,
raising the issue of why she is
in with this suspect alone and
what was her superior officer’s
motive.

There are many questions raised
throughout the tense and eco-
nomical dialogue. Our current
climate regarding police prac-
tices is a real focus of the play.
The suspectis held on very little
evidence, soisitrightto employ
a young female officer to push
him to confess to amisogynistic
crime? What is the relationship
between the pair?

Allthe characters are developed
indepth, whichis cleverin such

ashort play but, without giving
anything away, [ was left wish-
ing the male suspect had been
given a different motive to that
which is ultimately revealed.
The whole piece is performed
in the interrogation room and
the audience is made to feel
insideitaswell. We are allowed
some respite when the video
of the interview is projected
onto the back wall. Here there
is a chance, however brief, to
consider at close range the guilt
and innocence of the characters.
The intensity of the play is
immense, and the questions and
the manner of the questioning
is a revelation at times. Let’s
hope the playwright, who has
so far mainly directed plays,
continues to write, as this is
hugely engrossing.

Review: Learning

Marriage on the rocks: Gemma Franco and Nick Delvalle play a
couple trying to rescue their relationship

Upstairs at The Gatehouse,
Highgate

By Jessica Holt
Originally conceived as
a series of monologues,
Learning has now become
a short, hard-hitting play
aboutamarriage where the
husband and wife are drift-
ing apart. As Jonathan,
played by Nick Delvalle,
moves further towards
Jewish orthodoxy, his wife
Debs, played by Gemma
Franco, moves further
away.

The play begins with piano
playing and a harmonious
couple in tune with each other,
recounting their upbringings
and sharing their culture with
the audience. As their marriage
deteriorates, they resortto sepa-
rate counselling sessions, but
this device is not as successful

as when they debate with each
other.

The glimpse of physical theatre
lightens the mood and suggests
the couple were once very
happy and the play could benefit
greatly from more music and
movement.

Some universal themes were
raised, one of which is the
limitations religion places on
women, whether it be the Catho-
lic Church, Islam or Judaism.
Another theme is individual
freedom within a relationship
and how itcanbeachieved. This
could be further developed as
a longer play. As it stands, an
interval was not necessary; in
fact it lost some dramatic ten-
sion as a result.

The stage is bare apart from the
piano and a couple of stools that
are expertly used by the actors
to move around the acting area,
creating the home and the con-

sulting room. Gemma Franco
provides the play with a haunt-
ing original musical score. The
purple light on the piano creates
a quiet, comforting place. The
play begins and ends with the
image of Debs playing it and
hints at a reunion of some kind.

COMING SOON
AT ARTSDEPOT

KATE MOSSE:
LABYRINTH LIVE
Thu 6 Mar

HOP SKOTSHNE

% KLEZMER BAND

Wed 19 Mar
BING'S

BIRTHDAY
Sat 15 & Sun 16 Mar

THE PICTURE OF
DORIAN GRAY
Fri 21 Mar

...and lots more!
See the full line up
at artsdepot.co.uk

Box Office: 020 8369 5454
artsdepot.co.uk
artsdepot, North Finchley, N12 0GA

What’s
on at the

Phoenix in
March

By Rob Kenny, executive
director

March opens with Pamela
Anderson's highly-rated
comeback film The Last
Showgirl, billed as a poign-
antfilm of resilience, rhine-
stones and feathers setin a
changing Las Vegas.

Then Bong Joon-ho makes
hisreturnto cinemaafter2019's
multi-award winning Parasite
with an English language offer-
ing starring Robert Pattinson.
Mickey 17 is a science fiction
comedy about clone workers
struggling to survive against
the oppressive rules of a future
human colony.

Actress Sadie Frost directs
Twiggy, a film on the life and
career of the British model and
cultural icon, with appearances
by Dustin Hoffman, Joanna

PHOENIX CINEMA

Lumley and Paul McCartney.
We celebrate International
Women's Day with a special
screening of this warmly
received documentary.

Also in March, we remember
the recently-departed director
David Lynch with a retrospec-
tive ofhis best films. The season
starts on 1 March with The
Elephant Man, followed on later
dates by Blue Velvet, Wild at
Heart and Mulholland Drive.
Finally at the end of the month,
thenew NT LIVE offering is Dr
Strangelove. The creative team
behind this hilarious take on
Stanley Kubrick's masterpiece
include Armando lannucci,
Olivier-award winner Sean
Foley and Steve Coogan.

To book, visit www.phoenix-
cinema.co.uk or come into our
foyer and talk to our box office
team.

Ugly but
beautiful

City scenes: Part of the display
of works by Blank Canvas

London’s streets tell athousand
stories but not everybody stops
tonotice them. Local photogra-
pher Blank Canvas, real name
Natalie Blanks, does just that.
Her latest exhibition, Ugly
Beauty, captures the overlooked
features of the city’s streets
and graffiti-covered alleyways,
reflecting the unexpected art-
istry others might dismiss as
signs of decay.

Her work is taking centre stage
in an exhibition at the Old
Marine Arts Group, a tattoo
studio in Colney Hatch Lane,
Muswell Hill, that looks more
like an art gallery. It runs until
the end of April.

When she’s not out and about
capturing the raw unpolished
details of London’s streets,
the former Fortismere School
student works at the Muswell
Hill Club gym in Fortis Green.
Find out more on Instagram @
blankcanvasnb
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Don’t scrap the lane
Dear Editor,

Traffic heading north on the
High Road backs up when the
queue to turn right into Fortis
Green blocks all northbound traf-
fic (Letters, The Archer, January
2025). This happens when there
is continuous southbound traffic
so nothing can turn into Fortis
Green until the lights change.

Then only two or three cars
will make it through the light, or
if a bus or lorry is waiting that
might be the sole vehicle.

A simple solution would be to
keep the northbound lights green
longer than the southbound at
busy times. That way there’s no
need to scrap anything.

J Royall,
Ingram Road, N2
(Car and bike user)

There are wheelie too
many

Dear Editor,
Many large wheelie bins are

stored every day onthe pavement
of the East Finchley High Road.
Some are very close to ajunction
or a pedestrian crossing, which
can affect visibility.

Over 35 wheelie bins were
recorded on 25 January on the
stretch from the Tube station
to Bedford Road alone. | am
concerned these obstructions
could have a detrimental effect
on everybody’s safety.

Gardener Finch,
Durham Road, N2

Send your letters to:
news@the-archer.co.uk

Letters without verifiable
contact addresses will not
be printed. Contact details
can be withheld on request
at publication. We reserve
the right to abridge letters for
reasons of space.

All-day tournament at

1
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N0 RUNNING

Come and leam: The all-day bowling fundraiser takes place at
Glebelands Bowling Club

By Lynn Winton

Serial fundraiser Howard
Skolnick, who has already
raised thousands of pounds
for Prostate Cancer UK,
has come up with a new
initiative and he hopes
readers of The Archer will
get on board.

“Last year, I organised an
all-day series of Walking Foot-
ball matches with my club and
other local teams and we raised
over £8,000 as well as having
a brilliant day,” explained
Howard. “So I started to think
about different types of sports
clubs who could copy the
format and I had a very positive
response from Glebelands, the
indoor bowls clubin Finchley.”

On Saturday 22 March the
club in Summers Lane, N12, is

hosting an all-day tournament
and with the aim of raising
at least £10,000 this time for
Prostate Cancer UK and Target
Ovarian Cancer.

There are spaces for 480
players and everyone is wel-
come to have a go, even if
you’ve never played before. In
fact, Howard advises it would
be an ideal opportunity for a
complete beginner. An hour’s
play is free, but he hopes that
all those taking part will enter
into the spirit of the event and
make a donation.

If you would like to register
for your place or find out more
about indoor bowling at Gleb-
elands, contact Rhys Lewis
by emailing glebelandsibc@
gmail.com or calling him on
020 8446 2090.

James McCormack: A passion for
snooker... and a love of singing

PopularParkRoadresident
James McCormack, who
died in December aged 93,
lived in East Finchley for27
years, for much of that time
with his beloved wife and
teenage sweetheart Maura.

Born in 1931 in Boyle, Co.
Roscommon, Ireland, James
had an idyllic country child-
hood. It was here that his love of
sport, particularly football and
snooker, was nurtured. When
a gift of football boots arrived
from America, young James
refused to ever take them off.

The passion proved lifelong
and he was still enjoying kicka-
bouts with local children during
lockdown, socially distanced
of course.

In the early 1950s, James
moved to London with his
family and was soon joined
by Maura. The couple threw
themselves into the social whirl
of the London Irish commu-
nity. James’s singing was the
highlight of these gatherings;
Danny Boy and Sweetest
Little Fellow were favourites.
Daughter Helen said: “He put
his heart and soul into every
song he sang.”

Two stripes

London life was interrupted
by National Service and James
spent two years in Hong Kong.
Despite a rocky start (he was
unsure of correct saluting
protocol, resulting in time in
solitary), James went on to earn

///."‘ ‘ B

Much-loved neighbour: James McCormack

two stripes intwo years and was
proud of his time in the Army.
Returning to the UK, James
had stints at Foyle’s bookshop
and antique specialists Spinks
before settling into a 25-year
career at Barclays Bank.
Loyal, outgoing and caring,
James was a ‘people person’.
“Suchakindman,” recalled one
neighbour. Aregular at the East
Finchley Constitutional Club,
he was still beating everyone
at snooker there into his 90s.

Maura’s loss in 2020 was
devastating but the support of
his large family, many friends
and his own zest for life sus-
tained him. Whether heading
down the High Road first thing
for the racing papers or off to
church or the theatre with a
group of friends, he was gregari-
ous and immaculately turned
out to the end. He leaves his
brother Joe, sister Sarah and
children Helen and James.

Get knitted at new crafting group

Where there’s a wool: Members of the Knitting and Crochet Club have been busy

By Julia Lawrence
Knitting and crocheting are
a proven aid to stress and
anxiety and are no longer
considered just a pastime
for grandmas, with young
people like Olympic diver
Tom Daley taking them up
enthusiastically.

Keen knitter Daphne Berk-
ovi has started a crafting group,
through the Knitting & Cro-
chet Guild, where beginners
and highly skilled enthusiasts
meet every week to swap tips,

and pass two hours in a mutu-
ally supportive and friendly
company.

The North London branch
meets every Wednesday at the
Costa Coftee in Temple Fortune
from 10am to noonand Daphne
is keen to spread the word on
this lovely hobby.

“I was taught to knit as a
little girl and later taught myself
to crochet. It really helped me
when my husband Jack died
four years ago,” she said. “I
was his carer for 11 years, and
he used to love watching me

crochet, and I found it very
relaxing.

“I started this group three
months ago, and at the begin-
ning about seven ladies, of
various ages joined us. Yes, we
are all women at the moment
but everyone is welcome. The
staffat Costaare wonderful, and
make us very welcome.”

Find out more
For more information, go to
the guild website: keguild.org.
uk or email Daphne at: daph-
nesbland@gmail.com
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By Lynn Winton

Early one morning, I
encountered this twosome
on the platform at East
Finchley station. Their
message, hers on a T-shirt
and his on a matching
bandana, declared ‘Spread
a Smile - Entertainment in
Hospitals’.

I soon learned that this was
Olivia Leich and her Labra-
doodle Thomas, who work for
this eponymous charity that
provides entertainment in hos-
pitals all over Greater London.

That morning they were on
their way to the children’s unit
at University College Hospital
(UCH), one of 12 hospitals on
their rota, where they would
meet their team of musicians,
magicians and other entertain-
ers to bring joy, laughter and
comfort to mainly long-stay
patients.

Therapy dog

“In 2017 I had recently
retired from my work as a thea-
tre nurse and was looking for
a non-clinical role,” explained
Olivia. “I learned about the
charity Spread a Smile through
friends who already knew about
its work.

“Thomas had exactly the
right temperament to under-
take the vigorous training to
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Double act: Olivia Leich and her Labradoodle Thomas help to bring some moments of joy to patients spending time in hospitals

become a therapy dog. He
passed with flying colours, so
now we travel by train together
all over London, sometimes as
far as King’s College in Den-
mark Hill.

“We work with the other
entertainers, for instance
Thomas has learnt to be a magi-
cian’s assistant, knowing how

to pick the right card for a card
trick. He can also use his paws
to ring a bell on command, so
he accompanies the singer. But
sometimes he is just required to
sit quietly on the bed, children
find this a huge comfort.”

Young patients
Spread aSmileisarelatively

new charity, started in 2013 by
two friends from Highgate who
witnessed the boredom and
loneliness of long-term young
patients at Great Ormond Street
Hospital.

Today, Spread a Smile
works with 27 NHS partner
hospitals and three hospices,

providing joyful visits, activi-
ties, events and treat drops. In
addition, with the launch of
Smile TV and Smile Spaces in
March 2020, the charity also
offers digital entertainment
for thousands of hospitalised
children day and night. Find
out more at spreadasmile.org

DID YOU KNOW?

YOU ARE GOING TO BE HAPPY
WITH YOUR NEW VARIFOCALS
OR YOUR MONLEY BACK.

AS SIMPLE AS THAT
IF YOU TRIED THE REST NOW TRY
CERTIFIED VARILUX SPECIALISTS

STEWART-DUNCAN OPTICLANS

126 High Road, East Finchley, N2 9ED
020 8883-2020

1114 EHEESEBURGER

== WHEN YOU SPEND £10

COUPON

EEPIRES: 3000014

Moving drama to tell story
of couple’s adoption battle

Two theatre producers
based in East Finchley
are staging their latest
production at the Upstairs
atthe Gatehouse theatrein
Highgate until Sunday 16
March.

Hat Townley and Stephen
Graham are presenting Too
Many Books, a debut play by
award-winning journalist Judi
Bevan based on the experi-
ence she and her husband went
through in their struggle to have
a family in the 1990s.

After many trials and tribu-
lations, they adopted a baby girl
from China. The play takes its
title from the comment made
about the couple by the UK
adoption authorities who turned
them down.

The production is directed
by Christopher Hunter, a long-
time resident of East Finchley,
and the strong cast includes
local actor Lucy Pickles, a
former Fortismere School
student. Book tickets at: www.
upstairsatthegatehouse.com

In the cast: Lucy Pickles

The Archer is a non-profit-making, non-political & non-religious newspaper, staffed entirely by volunteers.
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