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Phoenix spreads its wmgs

By John Lawrence

The Phoenix Cinema in East Finchley has been nominated
for amajor award as it gets ready to introduce a number
of programming innovations and bring back some old
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favourites under a new executive director.

Our local movie venue is in
the running for the first-ever
Cinema of the Year award,
to be announced as part of
the British Independent Film
Awards. A shortlist of five will
benamed on Monday 3 Novem-
ber and voting will take place
throughout the month ahead
of an awards ceremony on 30
November.

It comes as the Phoenix
prepares for abusy autumn and
winter season with new audi-
ence-winners like parent-and-
baby screenings, dog-friendly
performances and a monthly
comedy night, alongside its
diverse programme of indepen-
dent films, opera and theatre
screenings, and director Q&As.

Unique spaces

Kathryn Smith was appointed
as the cinema’s new executive
director in June and says she

wants it to “spread its wings”,
adding thatthe refurbished 170-
seater main auditorium and the
new 22-seater second screen
can be used in many ways for
the benefit of the community.

“Wehave two unique spaces
where we can offer party pack-
ages, hostpodcastrecordings or
stage conferences and product
launches. We can customise
the screen and we can organise
catering. All people have to
do is come along and enjoy,”
says Kathryn, whose career
has included working at Vue
and Odeon cinemas, and Pic-
turehouse Central in Piccadilly.

“We have a loyal audience
and we’d love to get more
people through our doors.
We’ll always have a strong
programme of excellent films
and we have ideas for differ-
ent types of screenings, like
dementia-friendly or parent

Laughter lines: Comedian Joe Bor on stage at the Phoenix hosting the September Stand Up night in aid
of the cinema. The line-up also featured Sara Barron, Tom Price and Ross Smith. Photo Mike Coles

and baby.And we’d love to
open partnerships with local
businesses where they can spon-
sor screenings and get publicity
for the services they offer.”

Competition

Phoenix trustee Steven Smith
said cinemas generally continue

to struggle with competition
from TV streamers like Net-
flix, coupled with a shortage
of crowd-pulling releases. On
top of that, 45-60% of a ticket
price must be handed to the
film-makers and distributors, so
itis vital for venues to generate
other sources of income.

“What matters most is having
large audiences who return
again and again, but if our
guests can also buy a coffee or
popcorn from us, or become
Phoenix members, thatis money
that goes directly to the cinema
and supports us for the future.”

What’s on at the Phoenix pg. 10

Ideas welcome at
Town Team social

Everyone is welcome to the next Town Team meeting
taking place at East Finchley Constitutional Club, 9 The
Walks, N2 8DE on Thursday 9 October. Doors open at
7pm for a 7.30pm start and there is a reasonably priced

bar.

Perhaps you have some ideas
for changes or improvements
inthe local environment? What
can we do to support the High
Road and ensure the survival
of its traders and businesses?

Are we being blighted by

new building proposals such as
the Great North London Leisure
Park redevelopment right on
our doorstep? Come along if
you’d like to discuss, listen to
or suggest topics relating to our
neck of the woods.

Tell us the news

Have you got a news story or
aninteresting photo forus? Our
readers are our eyes and ears,
and we are always pleased to
hear what is going on in East
Finchley.

Tips, ideas and stories, large or
small, are very welcome. Please
email news@the-archer.co.uk
or leave a message on our free
phone line 0800 612 0748.

Thank you

AMANDA WALKER
exp

Independent
Estate Agent

Trusted local estate
agent with years of
experience.

Give me a call - I'd be
happy to see how | can help.
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amanda.walker@exp.uk.com

07817 598309

amandawalker.exp.uk.com
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Volunteers wanted

Compiled by Lynn Winton

The 224 North London Scouts group is looking for adults to help
with its Beavers (ages six to eight) and Cubs (ages eight to ten). From
games and crafts to cooking, outdoor activities, and trips, no two
weeks are the same. You don’t need experience, just enthusiasm and
a willingness to join in. Whether it's a weekly commitment, occasional
help, or support behind the scenes, you'll make a real difference
and be part of a friendly team. Get in touch to find out more. Email
del@224northlondonscouts.org.uk

Friends of Coldfall Wood & Muswell Hill Playing Fields are a small
informal group of volunteers who share acommon interest in protecting
and enhancing these two green spaces. They are involved in a range of
things to support the wood, such as arranging free guided walks and
events and supporting its many users (human and animal!). They are
always looking for new members, for just a handful of hours a month,
to help with admin and liaising with other local groups and the council.
For more information, please email: info@coldfallwoods.co.uk

N2-based Number Champions is an award-winning charity that
helps young state primary school children who are behind in maths. It
trains volunteers to use games and other creative activities in one-to-
one sessions to help children achieve their educational potential. If you
have enthusiasm to help children, confidence in basic numeracy, 1.5
hours/week available in term time, see www.numberchampions.org.
uk or contact volunteer@numberchampions.org.uk.

Long Lane Pasture nature reserve is a wildlife haven and peaceful
green space providing a home for birds, insects, trees and wildflowers
in N2. It is a charity run by volunteers as an urban sanctuary that con-
nects visitors with nature and supports local conservation. The team
there is always looking for volunteers to help maintain the Pasture for
two hours on a Saturday morning between 10am and 12noon so just
turn up or find out more at longlanepasture.org

Finchley Foodbank is looking for a new kind of volunteer to help
people with all things digital, such as searching the internet, sending
emails and booking appointments. You will signpost people to help with
the cost of living, employment, housing etc. You will need to be avail-
able for food bank sessions on Tuesdays and/or Saturdays between
11.30am and 2pm twice a month. To find out more about becoming
a digital champion volunteer email: finchleyfoodhank@gmail.com

If you’d like your organisation to be included in this column please
email news@the-archer.co.uk

Project delays keep
underpass closed off

By John Lawrence

Regular users of the pedestrian underpass between Trinity Road and Manor Park
Road, N2, have asked why refurbishment work is keeping it closed for so long.

The walkway under the North-
ern line was originally closed in
June for a projected period of
six weeks for major improve-
ments but, at the time of going
to press, was still closed at the
end of September.

The project is being spear-
headed by the Grange Big
Local regeneration team to
bring new lighting, drainage
and accessibility features to the
underpass, making it safer and
more welcoming for pedestri-
ans to use.

However, The Archer
understands that unexpected
drainage issues and the com-
plexity of co-ordinating the
work between Barnet Council
and Transport for London have
led to the path staying closed.

Inconvenience

A Grange Big Local spokes-
person said: “While GBL has
supported the community
engagement and design, the
construction work is being man-
aged by Barnet Council and
permissions from Transport for

&

No entry: The pedestrian undérpdés between Trinity Road and

Manor Park Road was still closed to residents in mid-September.
Photo John Lawrence

London have taken longer than
expected due to the works being
undertaken close to the main
track lines.

“We know that this has
caused inconvenience, and we
want to thank everyone for their
patience. We believe that, once
completed, the underpass will
be safer and more pleasant for
everyone who uses it.

In the meantime, we appreci-
ate the community’s feedback
and understanding as the work
continues.”

As part of the refurbish-
ment, graffiti is being removed
and new path surfaces laid. Mir-
rors and lighting will improve
visibility for users navigating
the tight corners.

Clissold Arms up for British pub award

The Clissold Arms Gastro Pub in Fortis Green, N2, has been selected as one of the
six national finalists in the Best Community Pub of the Year category for the Great

British Pub Awards.

This recognition makes the
Clissold, which serves authen-
tic Greek food plus traditional
British Sunday roasts, as the
only London establishment to
reach the final in this category.
Throughout its 175-year
history, The Clissold Arms has
supported a variety of cultural,
educational and charitable ini-
tiatives by offering donations
and providing space for meet-
ings and events and is the main
sponsor for the Chris Harmanda
Foundation “Christmas Blue
Jean Bash”, which helps less

fortunate families during ill-
ness. The pub runs a range of
events spanning live Greek and
English music, quiz, comedy
and open mic nights, wine
tasting, chess, backgammon
and choir evenings and a knit-
ting club.

To celebrate their achieve-
ment, the Clissold team is
organising a Community Party
at the pub on Sunday 12 Octo-
ber between Spm and 9pm
with a complimentary glass of
bubbly and homemade Greek
hors d’oecuvres and baklava for
all visitors to enjoy.

- y !"‘

Nominated: The Clissold ArmAs

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Barnet
Land rear of Fairlawn Avenue, to the fenestration
N2 45 Brackenbury Road, N2

Erection of atwo-storey self-build

( , Single-storey side/rear extension
dwelling with basement level

with two roof lights and new

including associated landscap-
ing, refuse/recycling storage, car
and cycle parking and amenity
space

143 Abbots Gardens, N2

Erection ofanew garage following
the demolition of the existing, first-
floor side extension, and changes

patio area

72 Hamilton Road, N2
Single-storey rear extension
with a proposed depth of 5.2
metresfrom the original rear wall,
maximum height of 3.2 metres
and eaves height of 2.75 metres.
Following demolition of existing

lean-to outrigger.

5 Brook Walk,Strawberry Vale
N2

Installation of access ramp to
front garden and alterations to
garden wall and installation of
new gate

19 Chandos Road, N2
Single-storey rear extension
with two flat roof lights following
demolition of existing extension.
New side window

2A Fortis Green, N2

Change of use of the ground floor
from commercial unit (Use Class
E) tofour studios (Use Class C3).
Changes to fenestration. Associ-
ated refuse/recycling and cycle

storage. External alterations
including installation of new
windows and doors.

13 Briar Close, N2
Installation of access ramps to

front and rear of property with
associated handrails and

and alterations to front and rear
doors

65 Bedford Road, N2

Single-storey side extension with
glazed pitched roof and roof light.
New rear patio doors and full
height glazing

Haringey

1-6 Highgate Edge, Great North
Road, N2

Replacement flat roof covering
to Block A and associated works
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Tree appeal and
events in the Wood

By Debbie Linton, Friends of Cherry Tree Wood

The Friends of Cherry Tree Wood are keen to encourage
more native trees in the wood and are launching a
fundraising appeal to buy two new red and white

hawthorns.

The appeal is being launched
via Barnet Council’s ‘Trees for
Streets’ scheme in which the
cost of purchasing and plant-
ing each tree is £400, which
includes watering and mainte-
nance for three years.

Any donations large or
small are welcome and can
be made by BACS to Friends
of Cherry Tree Wood Sort
Code: 50-21-08 Account No.
60620986, using the refer-
ence “TREE”. The Friends
of Cherry Tree Wood are a
registered charity.

The tree appeal will also
be discussed at the group’s
upcoming public meeting on
Thursday 16 October at the
Monkey Puzzle Nursery op-
posite East Finchley tube sta-
tion from 7.30pm. Everyone is
welcome.

Storytelling and litterpick

Meanwhile on Sunday 12
October there will be a celebra-
tion of two wonderful trees, the
quince and the medlar. This will
start at 3pm with a children’s
story in the children’s nature
circle beside the playground and
will be followed at 3.30pm by a
talk atthe forest garden near the
Fordington Road gate entrance
to the wood. Free quinces will
be given away.

Also, on Sunday 12 October
is the regular litter pick. Make
an afternoon ofitand meet after
the quince and medlar event by
the café from 4pm-5pm. There
are children’s litter pickers
available, and it is very much

TREE FUND

IN CHERRY TREE WOOD

Help us raise money for
new trees in Cherry Tree
Wood, East Finchley

Fundraiser. The appeal aims to
plant two new trees

a family event (and strangely
very enjoyable removing any
unwanted litter from our
wood!)

Park House development

There will be much to catch up
on at the meeting. As reported
previously, the Friends were
very grateful for the public
support in helping obtain tree
preservation orders on the five
Himalayan birches at the front
of Park House. There will be
information at the meeting
on the proposed Cherry Tree
Quarter housing development,
including any implications for
the wood.

Get involved

To getinvolved with the Friends
or just to get in touch email
friendsofcherrytreewood@
gmail.com

Long-awaited reopening of library

Muswell Hill Library was due to open its doors to read-
ers again last month after a long period of closure for
improvement works. The reopening day on Monday 29
September was accompanied by the introduction of new
opening hours.

0l

Open: Muswell Hill Library : aald

.

The refurbishment has brought  Muswell Hill Library will be

A reed 4 book
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Model citizen: Peter Snook sits in front of the treehouse garden he helped to create with the miniature
houses climbing the trunk behind him. Photo John Lawrence

That’s a clever little way to
get on the housing ladder...

By John Lawrence

A new high-rise housing scheme has sprung up in East Finchley ... but this one is
unlikely to raise any worries about parking spaces or over-development.

Community: The tiny houses

have rope ladders, a bridge
and a patio area. Photo John
Lawrence

It’s a treechouse village created
by 92-year-old Pete Snook and
his neighbours outside their
retirement homes in Prospect
Place, N2.

The collection of bright-
ly painted miniature houses
climbsup atree in the middle of
ashared garden space. Many of
the mini-residences have rope
ladders outside their front doors
and at the bottom there’s a tiny
patio area and a bridge leading
over a rock garden.

Peter is an experienced
carpenter and model-maker
and crafted many of the tree
homes himself along with an
eye-catching painted sign say-
ing “Garden rules: Listen to
birds, read a book, take a nap,

sip a drink. Relax”

Some may remember Peter
from his 42 years working as
anelectrical technicianatLee’s
TV in Regents Park Road, N3.
His neighbours praise him for
his dexterity and skills, which
also include watch mending,
and for his loving devotion to
caring for his wife Joan.

Peter told The Archer: “I
can’t take all the credit for the
trechouse garden. We all had
fun contributing to it. I’ve got
such wonderful neighbours
here and we enjoy little outdoor
projects like this. Other times
we’re happy justtositand chat.”
Prospect Place is run by Barnet
Homes and includes an on-site
laundrette and community hall.

the library anew floorplan with
new lighting and furniture.
There is also a new accessible
toilet and lift on site, as well
as a designated area for young
people to learn and study.

open for a total of 41 hours
per week as follows: Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday
& Friday: 9:30am-6pm.
Saturday: 10am-5pm.

Thursday & Sunday: closed.
|

10-Week Grief
Psychotherapy
Support Group
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Bookshops are the heartbeat of our nelghbourhoods

“So please, oh please, we beg, we pray, go throw your TV set away, and in its place you can install, a lovely bookshelf on the wall.” So said Roald
Dahl in Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Local bookshops are more than just storefronts filled with shelves of stories; they are vibrant community
hubs that nurture curiosity, foster connection, and preserve the literary heartbeat of our neighbourhoods. While the community bookcase at East
Finchley station has thankfully reappeared, many of us are still mourning the closure of Black Gull Bookshop in the High Road last year.

Diana Cormack and Ruth Anders have turned the page by visiting the Black Gull Flies South bookshop in Sussex and the new Muswell Hill Books

& Parlour in Muswell Hill.
My final delivery to an |A new chapter in Muswell Hill
By Ruth Anders

[ ]
Old favourlte When our beloved Black Gull Books in East Finchley closed its doors 18 months
ago (since sitting empty), residents mourned the loss of a treasure trove for literary
wanderers. The shelves that once groaned with history, poetry, forgotten classics and
local folklore stood empty, and regulars were deprived of the soothing hush found

The Archer - www.the-archer.co.uk

By Diana Cormack

During my many years of delivering The Archer along
the High Road, I always enjoyed visiting Black Gull
Bookshop. I confess that when it opened in 2008, I did

not think it would last as long as it did.

Bookshop /n St Leonards Photo /an Cormack

[Read all about it: Diana with The Archer outside the Black Gull

Happily, it became a popular
and much admired centre for
the huge and varied range it
stocked, attracting customers
from great distances to East
Finchley.

Visiting Black Gull was
always like stepping back in
time, with row upon row of
bookshelves stacked high,
crammed with delight for
second-hand book searchers,
and there was somewhere for
browsers to sitand read. Sadly,
all that pleasure was lost to us
with last year’s closure.

But last month while paying
a visit to my brother-in-law in
Hastings, I took a trip just up
the Sussex coast to St Leonards
on Sea, where every avid Archer
reader knows that Black Gull
owner Chris Overfield landed

after leaving East F 1nchley
(see p4 August 2024).

Black Gull Flies South is
settled at 34 London Road,
surrounded by antique/second-
hand shops and some strange
establishments that make you
wonder just what they are
selling.

The hand-painted signs
outside and stacked shelves
inside were reminiscent of its
former home in N2, though the
larger interior seemed lighter
and brighter perhaps due to
the extensive window frontage.

On my flying visit, I did
not know the shop assistant at
the till, but he knew about The
Archer and happily took the
copy I had taken with me for
my last delivery to Black Gull.

among well-thumbed pages and creaky floorboards.

But now a short walk or bus
ride from East Finchley a new
hand-painted sign has appeared
at 190 Fortis Green Road, read-
ing ‘Muswell Hill Books &
Parlour’ and behind this rebirth
is former Black Gull associate
Chris Masson.

At the new shop, which
opened lastmonth, Chris greets
visitors with the same gentle
enthusiasm that made Black
Gull a sanctuary for so many.
There’s a sense of continuity
with old regulars from N2 reu-
niting over discussions of rare
finds, and local writers already
inquiring about readings and
events.

The ethos remains
unchanged: a haven for read-
ers, achampion of local voices,
an advocate for the serendipity
of stumbling upon a book you
never knew you needed.

With a lifelong interest in
literature and music, some years
ago Chris opened his own shop
Boom Cat Books in Camden
Town, the sister shop of Black
Gull. A quirky, unique treasure
trove of rare art and literature,
Boom Cat outgrew its little
space and closed.

Multi-use space

Having returned to Muswell
Hill with their family, Chris and
his partner Katrina are combin-
ing their skills and experience
to create a multi-use space: a
bookshop selling carefully

Well stocked: Owner Chris
Masson in his new bookshop in
Muswell Hill. Photo Mike Coles

curated second-hand books,
artwork and rare music items,
anda ‘Parlour’to hostchildren’s
and grown-up events.

Through her company
‘Kat’s Whiskers’ Katrina has
been a children’s party enter-
tainer and family event organ-
iser for 15 years. She has
organised family parties all over
London, and staged kids shows
at festivals such as Latitude,
Secret Garden Party,and Boom
Town Fair.

Although not a fan of social
media, Chris knows that finan-
cial success will involve online
sales. He told us: “Our new
market will be totally differ-
ent from Camden Town where
our buyers were transient and
often tourists. The stock will be
similar to that of Black Gull,
perhaps leaning a little to the

Left!” Chris has worked hard
to stock the shop with a variety
of offerings.

We wish him well and look
forward to many visits. For
more information see https://
www.muswellhillbooks.co.uk

.Get results! advertise in
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Summerlee memories

The Summerlee Estate,
made up of Summerlee
Avenue and Gardens plus
Cherry Tree Road, N2,
turns 100 this year, con-
struction having started
in 1925.

Now a history of the estate is
being prepared by long-time
resident Roger Chapman and
he is keen to hear stories and
memories about the people
who lived there and the changes
that have taken place over that
100 years.

If you have stories, memo-
ries, photos, knowledge or
documents that cast a light on
its history please drop him an
email at: roger.chapman99@)
btinternet.com

By Jane Marsh
10 years ago:
October 2015

In their last chance to show
support for EastFinchley Library,
local residents were led by actor
and author Rebecca Front in a
noisy and good-natured dem-
onstration march against library
closures in Barnet. They set off
from East Finchley Library and
walked to Church End Library,
where they were greeted by a
brass band and decorated open-
top bus full of supporters. The
march ended at North Finchley
Library. Afterwards, the East
Finchley Library Users Group
thanked participants for their
“brilliant” support and, ten years
later, all three libraries are still
open.

15 years ago:
October 2010

The Bobath Centre, a charity
for children with cerebral palsy,
was targeted by thieves, who
stripped all thelead from the roof
of theirbuildingin EastEnd Road,
N2.The theftnot only caused alot
of damage to the roof, but also
resulted in widespread internal
water damage and a very expen-
sive repair bill for the charity.

25 years ago:
October 2000

A petrol crisis and fuel pro-
tests closed local garages and
brought temporary quiet to the
roads of East Finchley. This
prompted a mixed response from
local residents, whose views were
highlighted and discussed in
The Archer. While there was far
less commuter parking, cleaner
air and more people shopping
locally, some locals complained
of journeys to work becoming a
nightmare and many businesses
suffered reductions in trade.
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Uncertainty as
park cafes are
put to tender

By Cobi Jacobs

The City of London Corporation has announced plans to
putfive cafés under its management out to tender, includ-
ing the popular and much-loved Highgate Wood Café.

The issue stems back to 2016
when leases for cafés in Par-
liament Hill, Golders Hill
Park and Highgate Wood
were awarded to coffee chain
Benugo.

Following a strong public
backlash and a petition signed
by thousands of people, Benugo
withdrew from the catering
contract for all three locations.
Ultimately, the running of the
Highgate Wood café fell into
the hands of local operator
Hoxton Beach.

Now the tender process has
reopened for the same three
cafés plus two others at the
Lido, near Parliament Hill, and
at Queen’s Park, NW6. This

has reignited concerns among
the cafés’ supporters that large
corporate chains could once
again be positioned to displace
local operators.

In its announcement, the
City of London Corporation
said: “This process will provide
greater clarity and security for
the cafés’ operators, supporting
their long-term investment and
future on these sites.”

For some café¢ operators,
the promise of stability is wel-
come. One proprietor said that
uncertainty over their long-term
position had made it difficult to
commit to the level of invest-
ment they had hoped to make.

Still, many residents remain

wary. A petition urging the
City of London Corporation
to keep the cafés in local hands
hasamassed over 17,000 signa-
tures. Opponents argue that the
award of these contracts to cor-
porate chains would contribute
to gentrification and strip away
local knowledge and character
that make these spaces unique.

The current operator of
Highgate Woods Caf¢, Hoxton

Change of owner? The popular Highgate Wood Cf.
Photo Mike Coles

Beach, echoed this senti-
ment, saying: ““We have been
immensely touched by the
support expressed by our cus-
tomers and we have our fingers
crossed that we’ll make the cut
to stay on in this extraordinary
place.”
While the Corporation of
London has not indicated any
preference for large operators,
critics point out that the finan-
cial strength and integrated
supply chains of corporate enti-
ties could give them an edge.
One local café owner, not
involved in the parks in ques-
tion, told us that independent
operators already struggle to
compete with chains offering

cut-price, often lower-quality,
food.

In its statement, the City of

Arts and crdfts: Families enjoy the activities tables at the Grange Big Local Fun Palace with Finchley and

Golders Green MP Sarah Sackman joining in (facing camera, second left). Photo Grange Big Local

Fun Palace brings cultures
together for family time

The Grange Big Local team hosted their fourth Fun Palace on Saturday 6 September
at the Tarling Road Community Centre, N2, the last event they will be holding as
their 10-year regeneration project comes to an end.

Volunteers came together to
share their skills, passions and
interests.

Inside there were arts and
crafts with Yaran Women’s
Club, Heritage Crafts CIC,
Cecilia Montero Crafts, Katy,
Felicity, Willemien and Brenda.
Fatina from Marah Arabic Lan-
guage Centre taught people how
to write their name in Arabic
calligraphy, Boost Barnet
offered Jenga (and financial
sponsorship) whilst Peps did
some face-painting. There was

science with Little Volcanoes
Science Club, Long Lane Pas-
tures, and Wild Science, who
brought snakes and salaman-
ders to the centre.

Outside in the sunshine, people
enjoyed live music from per-
formers from Barnet Mencaps’
Sound Hub, alongside soft
axe throwing from 224 North
London Air Scouts, forest
bathing, and free food and ice
cream.

“In times of increasing fear
and division, it is so important

for people to be able to share
their culture and their joy with
theirneighbours. lamso grate-
ful to everyone who helped, and
who came, for creating such a
fun and inspiring afternoon,”
said GBL Chair James Masters.

There will be an exhibi-
tion of Fun Palaces research
by GBL volunteer Dr Katy
Pilcherat the Artsdepotin North
Finchley from 17-31 October.
The exhibition is entitled Crea-
tive Voices, Activist Voices:
Sensory Stories of Creative
Communities.

London Corporation acknowl-
edged therole of existing opera-
tors: “We deeply appreciate the
long-standing contributions
of our café¢ operators. Their
experience and dedication are
valued, and they are encouraged
to take part in this opportunity.”
For now, though, the future
of Highgate Wood Caf¢ and
indeed other sites remains
uncertain. With the tender
process underway, residents
and operators alike await the
decision that will determine
who runs these much-loved
community cafés in the years
ahead.

Your letters p.11

Black History Month

A celebration of African-
Caribbean culture, music
and food as part of Black
History Month is taking
place at the Ann Owens
Centre, Oak Lane, N2, on
Monday 20 October from
2pm to 4pm.

Author, actor and comedienne
Andi Osho will be joining to
share her life stories and there
will be other speakers and
performers. To register for the
free event, call 07502 989403
or email teresa.gallagher@
ageukbarnet.org.uk.

KOKOS

SINCE 1976

72-14 HIGH ROAD < EAST FINCHLEY

AS SEEN IN

FINANCIAL TIMES

"THE WORLD'S BEST
REPAIR SHOPS"

LONDON = N2 9PN
020 8883 0876

www.kokos.co.uk

(© @ kokosfinchley

INFO@MUSWELLHILLCLUB.COM

Join online NOW muswellhillclub.com

THE

MUSWELL HILL CLUB

FITNESS AND LEISURE

Over 100 classes per month ® Swimming Pool
Cardio floor * Free weights rooms ¢ Sauna & Steam rooms

Spin studio ¢ Coffee bar ¢ Stretch room ¢ Friendly team

.................

0208 883 0500
@ THEMUSWELLHILLCLUB
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Police

urge

vigilance on
cuckooing

By Janet Maitland

Police are asking people to be on the alert for ‘cuckoo-
ing’, a practice whereby someone’s home is taken over
as a base for criminal activity, such as drug dealing or

sexual exploitation.

The term comes from cuckoos
laying their eggs in other birds’
nests to get free parenting for
their offspring. But human
cuckooing has nothing to do
with nurturing. It is a form of
cruel exploitation, where the
homeowner or tenant is con-
trolled financially, physically
or psychologically and as a
result ends up atrisk of modern
slavery, involvement in crime,
and losing their home.

Police leaders nationally
recently reported that in one
week at the end of last year,
853 suspected cuckooed homes
were visited.

It works by the perpetrator
manipulating a potential victim
inorder to getinside their home
and take it over. The tenant or
homeowner might be offered
drugs or money to gain access,
butthis quickly becomes a form
of debt bondage.

The victim might also be
groomed into thinking they
have made a friend or started
a relationship, but once the
perpetrator has easy access to
the property, they take control
ofitthrough force or deception.

Elderly people, people with
disabilities and people with
mental health illnesses can all

be targeted, as can those who
are socially isolated, living in
poverty, addicted to substances,
sex workers and undocumented
migrants, but anyone can
become a victim.

Warning signs

Warning signs include a sudden
increase in visitors, more vehi-
cles parked outside the property
with their owners staying for
short periods of time, and
increased noise and litter from
druguse; also the homeowner or
tenant not being seen for a long
time, having signs of assault
such as bruises and/or seeming
frightened or withdrawn.

“Cuckooing is not a named
criminal offence but a range of
offences fall under the cuckoo-
ing umbrella,” said a police
spokesperson. A bill creating
a new bespoke crime for this
offence is going through Par-
liament.

If you suspect a home has
been taken over, contact police
on 101 or call Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555111
orthe Modern Slavery Helpline
(24/7) on 08000 121 700. If
possible, make a note of parked
vehicle registration numbers.
Don'’t take any risks and in an
emergency call 999.

Torn apart: The once-majestic tree suffered a major collapse, left, and has now been heavily cut back to
its main trunk. Photos Mike Coles

Huge branch tears away
from landmark tree

By David Melsome

A landmark tree has been heavily reshaped after a massive branch dramatically col-
lapsed, narrowly missing parked cars. The Norway Maple spread extensively at the
corner of Woodside Avenue and Fordington Road before Saturday 6 September.

Eye-witnesses described hear-
ing and seeing a huge branch
tear away from the main trunk
and ending up across the Ford-
ington Road pavement at about
1.30pm. A resident alerted
Haringey Council and a team

of tree surgeons arrived
promptly to cut down other
unstable branches. The cause
of the collapse may have been
weakness through age coupled
with the after-effects ofthe near-
drought conditions over

the summer. The stricken tree
has not been removed alto-
gether and there is hope that the
remaining trunk and branches
will support regrowth and a
return to its previous majestic
form in the future.

Looking for volunteers?

Are you looking for volunteers
to help in your community
group or organisation?

Our ‘Be Part of It” column
is published on page 2 every
month and gets results. Sub-
missions are free and are

included subject to available
space.

Please submit your listing up
to a maximum of 80 words
to news@the-archer.co.uk,
marking your email ‘Be Part
of It’.

Primary school open day

Holy Trinity CE Primary
School is holding an open
day on Wednesday 12
November and inviting
parents and families to find
out more about its learning
environment.

Theschool in Eagans Close,
N2, says it offers a nurturing,

child-centric ethos with special-
ist PE provision, a rich variety
of extra-curricular activities
and outstanding SATS results.

The open day sessions start
at 10am and 2pm. To find out
more and book a place, email
the school at office@holytrin-
ity.barnetmail.net

Many more street
parties to come

By Diana Cormack

On the first Saturday of September, residents of Cherry

Tree Road gathered for their annual party.

Road

They supplied adelicious range
of'sweetand savoury food, with
hot dogs and burgers cooked
outdoors during the afternoon.

There was a Guess-the-
Weight of the cake competition
along with a quiz for the young-
sters. One of these, 12-year-old
Izzy, impressed everyone with
her confident singing perfor-
mance accompanied by her dad

Dave on the guitar.

A question in the quiz about
who had lived longest in the
streetled to comments about the
number of young babiespresent,
with evidence of more to come!

So, with plenty oftakers evi-
dent for future parties, thanks
were effusive to the organisers
of this year’s enjoyable event.

SAFER
NEIGHBOURHOODS

LOCAL POLICE, LOCAL KNOWLEDGE

How to
report a crime

«Call 999 in an emergency
when there is a danger to life
or a crime is in progress

* Call 101 for non-
emergencies, if your property
has been stolen or damaged,
you wish to report drug
dealing or a minor traffic
accident, and for general
police enquiries

 Report crime to your

local Safer Neighbourhood
Team by email:
eastfinchley.snt@met.police.uk
gardensuburb.snt@met.police.
uk

or fortisgreen.snt@met.police.
uk

Find full details for the local
SNTs at www.iloven2.co.uk/
local-government-and-policing
* Stay anonymous and report

information to Crimestoppers
on 0800 555111

You’re reading recycled paper

The Archer is printed each
month on paper made from
100% recycled fibre, mostly
retrieved from old newspapers
collected by local authorities

around the country.

It is made here in the UK in
King’s Lynn in Norfolk, some
50km from our printers Shar-
man and Co in Peterborough.

Tell us the news

Have you got a news story or
aninteresting photo forus? Our
readers are our eyes and ears,
and we are always pleased to
hear what is going on in East
Finchley.

Tips, ideas and stories, large or
small, are very welcome. Please
email news@the-archer.co.uk
or leave a message on our free
phone line 0800 612 0748.

Thank you

Car boot sale

The next Muswell Hill
Indoor Car Boot Sale takes
place on Saturday 25 October
from 10am to 1pm at Hornsey
Parish Church Hall on the
corner of Cranley Gardens and
Park Road, N10 3AH. Buses
W7, W3 and 144 stop nearby.
Admission is 50p and refresh-
ments are available. For infor-
mation, phone 020 8368 8180.
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Neglected path is a
‘danger’ to users

By David Melsome

Residents on the Strawberry Vale estate in East Finchley
are hoping for action after reporting the poor state of an
underpass path that many use to reach local bus routes.
Overgrown bushes and broken steps have left it difficult

and dangerous to use.

Watch your step: The broken stairway on the path near Strawberry Vale

The path goes from the estate
down to the A406 North Cir-
cular where people catch buses
to Brent Cross, and also under
the High Road or A1000 bridge
where people can catch the 263
heading north.

“People with buggies,
wheelchairs and electric scoot-
ers find it difficult to access
these bus stops as the path is
badly overgrown,” said one
resident. “It will only be a
matter of time before someone
will get seriously hurt as many
steps are broken.”

Maintenance and repair
work hasnothappened because.
Barnet Council and Transport
for London have not yet agreed
whois responsible for the path.

MP involved

Finchley and Golders Green
MP Sarah Sackman has taken
the issue up on behalf of the
estate residents. Her office
reports that TfL met with Barnet
Council representatives in the
summer to discuss the path and
that extra information on the
boundary lines was requested
before action could be taken.
Ms Sackman’s office added:
“We are arranging a meeting
with borough officers to clarify
responsibilities in this area. We
want to make sure this is fully
agreed before finalising next
steps. TfL officers and borough
officers have promised to visit
the site to clarify who holds
ownership and responsibility.”

READ MY LIPS presents

October & November 2025

1.30pm to 3.15pm

FOR MORE INFO, COURSE FEES & TO BOOK

E-MAIL ON

“jennie@read-my-lips.org”
OR CALL ON
07831 164430

Website: www.read-my-lips.org

Family-run: Emiliano Ventura, second left, and his restaurant team at Taco Bros. Photo Mike Coles

Family food in honour
of a Mexican heritage

By Margaret Crockett

Taco Bros is the new restaurant on the High Road, N2, next to Genzo’s. I went to talk
to Emiliano Ventura, the owner and manager, to find out what inspired his family to
come to our patch to serve Mexican food.

Itislate afternoon when larrive
and a group of mothers with
their pre-school children are
sitting around the tables outside.

Inside the décor is simple
and it feels like a family living
room. Emiliano comes in with
his six-year-old son Sammy,
who is soon tucking into abowl
of guacamole and two types
of hand-made taco chips. This
nicely illustrates Emiliano’s
concept of an independent
family-run restaurant serving
authentic and traditional Mexi-
can food.

“It’s about preserving a
legacy and sharinga piece of our
heritage with the community,”
says Emiliano. He explains that
his father Francisco would take
him to Mexico City every year

¢ to visit his late grandmother,

who made and sold quesadil-
las to support her family, both
instilled his love of Mexican
food and inspired him to found
the business. “We wanted to

honour her,” Emiliano says
simply. Fred, Emiliano’s
younger brother, is the other
half of Taco Brosand he works
in the restaurant whenever he
can alongside their mother and
other family members. The rest
of the staff — Kawa Ramos,
Emiliano Ventura, Emilia Diaz,
Blanca Ruizand Antonio Ange-
les — all have Mexican roots.
Francisco also came over for
several months to support the
restaurant opening in July.

Organic growth

The family business has grown
organically, starting out selling
food at markets at the weekend,
also catering for private events
using the food truck that they
still hire out, and expanding to
weekday markets too.
Securinga spotat the South-
bank Centre Food Market was
a milestone, requiring more
fridge space and prompting
plans for the next move to a

permanent space.

The family lives in north
London and Emiliano wanted
to find a restaurant in this area.
When buying a fridge from
Genzo’s, Emiliano got talking
to owner Aki Toumazos, who
liked Emiliano’s plans and
they negotiated the lease for
the premises.

The sharing plates and mix-
ture of small and larger dishes,
as well as the mini tacos and
quesadillas, make the restaurant
particularly family-friendly,
Emilio explains. Having fin-
ished his snack, Sammy was
keen to draw our attention to
the family photos displayed on
shelves along one wall near the
entrance.

Francisco is there in the
boxing ring but there is also a
photo of a younger Sammy and
his great-grandmother at home
in Mexico City. Her legacy is
very apparent when visiting
Taco Bros restaurant.

Wine from 1,000 vineyards around the world

By Karly Benson

A new wine shop has opened for business on the High Road, N2, after a soft-launch
and free wine tasting event on Friday 5 September. Finchley Wine by Wine Designer
has been five years in the making and owners Shah, Ricky, and Ekaterina bring over
20 years of combined experience in wine selling.

The shop, previously an off-
licence, was filled with locals
for over three hours for the
tasting event on Friday 5 Sep-
tember. “It’snice to have itopen
again,” one guest said, adding
that it’s refreshing to have
another different type of shop
to add to the variety of outlets
on the High Road.

The opening of the shop
was not without its growing
pains as the owners struggled
to source builders during the
summer months. A ten-day
project turned out to take much
longer, so the shop was still a
work in progress at its opening.

T D)
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Vineyard connections: Owners
Ricky, left, and Shah at Finchley
Wine. Photo Mike Coles

Despite not having its full
inventory, the shop displayed
an international selection with
hundreds of types of wine, as
well as spirits,beer,and individ-
ually mixed drinks. The owners
stated that they have over 200

suppliers, sourcing wine from
over 1,000 vineyards globally.
In addition to selling wine, the
shop is applying for a permit
to serve it by the glass, with
in-store seating where people
can gather, work, and learn
about different types of wine.
“Community building is the
priority,” said Shah, stating that
it’s the long-standing residents
of East Finchley they want to
cater for. The shop plans to
continue hosting tastings and
events, inspiring members of
the community to shop locally.
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A debt finally
repaid to a
loving aunt

By Margaret Crockett

Whenlocal artist June Israel was animpoverished student
in the 1950s, her loving Aunt Dorothy provided her with
meals and other much-needed support. Seventy years on,
June has found a way to repay her debt of gratitude by

publishing a volume of her aunt’s poetry.

T oy i =
FEIN % 2%

Until now, publication has
been unaffordable but June
used online self-publishing
platform Lulu.com to produce
a slim hard-backed volume of
her aunt’s writings called Long-
ing, Belonging — The Poems of
Dorothy Long, with a striking
cover image of her own oil
painting of the house in rural
North Carolina, US, where
Dorothy grew up.

June, whois 94 and has lived
in East Finchley since 1962,
chose a selection of poems that
speak to Dorothy’s appreciation
of nature, her strong Christian
belief, her search for aromantic
partner and the onset of blind-
ness in later life.

Poet: Dorothy Long

Growing up

Dorothy, born in 1908 and
known as Dot to family, grew
up inarural farming community
in Dozier, North Carolina. She
was a child prodigy and she
walked to school with Anita
(June’s mother and two years
older). Dorothy graduated from
high school, aged 14, the same
year as Anita.

Dorothy went to North Carolina
College for Women, requiring
a special permit because of her
age. By her 15th birthday she

Cover art: Dorothy's childhood home in North Carolina

i

ften’

was teaching Latin and French
to students her own age at
Vienna School.

Nopermitwasneeded to buy
a car and she taught herself to
drive between home and work.
Inthe Second World War, Doro-
thy served as librarian to the US
Marine Corps at Camp Lejeune,
North Carolina before going on
to work in university libraries.
Throughout study and employ-
mentshe maintained close links
with her family, travelling back
to Dozier regularly.

June, who knew Dorothy
better than anyone else, remem-
bers her visiting with gifts of
paper dolls when she was a
child and, later, her first lipstick.

Dorothy suffered from macular
degeneration, badly affecting
her eyesight, and she was forced
to retire in 1977. She returned
home to the Long House to
live with her mother and her
younger disabled sister. Doro-
thy died in 1987.

She wrote poetry throughout
her life and her works appeared
in various publications such as
the North Carolina Christian
Advocate, Coraddi (her College
magazine), Winston-Salem
Poets and Perspectives in Biol-
ogy and Medicine.

June, who is also thinking
about reading the Longing,
Belonging poems for the sight-
impaired, perhaps recording
them as an audio book, says
simply that the poems “tell a
story as it is”.

Opening night party at
the refurbished Stag

By Maryam Bitege

Guests and visitors turned out in force for the reopening party at the Bald Faced on
Friday 22 August, filling the refurbished pub at 69 High Road, N2, after staff worked
until the final day to complete preparations.

Families mingled with long-
time regulars throughout the
evening, gathering in the reno-
vated interior and beer garden
under summer skies. The
outdoor space, dominated by a
mature tree, buzzed with con-
versations as guests explored
the refurbishment.

“It’s always nice to have some-
thing the community can look

forward to,” said one attendee,
while anotherregularsaid: “I’ve
always loved this pub and I’'m
glad it’s back.”

Launch evening

Guests were able to sample the
new menu during the evening.
After some years as part of the
Greene King chain and a period

of closure for the refurbish-
ment, the Stag is now owned
and operated by Urban Pubs
& Bars.

And if the packed attend-
ance on the relaunch night is
anything to go by, thereis strong
local enthusiasm for the pub’s
return to the East Finchley
community.

Be a lifeline through SANE

By Joanna Michaels

National mental health charity SANE is actively recruiting dedicated individuals to
join SANEline, its emotional support help line, which is open daily from 4pm to 10pm.

You don’t need to be a mental
health expert to get involved.
Empathy and a genuine desire
to help matter more than aca-
demic qualifications or previ-
ous experience.

SANE, based in Islington,
provides comprehensive train-
ing to prepare volunteers for the
role alongside ongoing support.
Volunteers are asked foracom-
mitment of one four-hour shift
per week for aminimum of one
year. Fatima Khan, Director of

Services, explains: “At SANE
we support our volunteers with
high-quality training and ongo-
ing development opportunities
to build a strong and connected
volunteer community. This is
key in putting our callers first
and ensuring a safe and sup-
portive experience.”

Heart-warming

One volunteer said their time
at the charity had been an eye-
opening and heart-warming

Get results! advertise in

Your unique access to
nearly 10,000 homes
and businesses in
East Finchley

Generous rates fora
range of sizes-

Archer

For more details check

www.the-archer.co.uk/ads_index.php
or e-mail advertising@the-archer.co.uk

On the line: A Saneline volunteer

experience that taught them
about themselves as well as
about mental health.

Another said: “Most of the
callers, in my experience, just
want someone to see their real-
ity from their point of view.

This is why showing them
that we genuinely see and
follow their thought process,
that we can meet them where
they are, regardless of the typeof
the problem they are bringing,
is what they need the most.”

For more information on
becomingavolunteerat SANE,

email volunteer@sane.org.uk
|
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Grandmother’s fall inspires wearable ID

By Gail Norcliffe

East Finchley resident Kya Mobasheri decided something had to be done when his grandmother Majoon fainted in the street. Although Majoon
made it home safely after her fainting episode, Kya’s anxieties grew after an elderly friend was taken into hospital unconscious without any ID
and could not be identified by medical staff for 36 hours, leaving family members distraught with worry.

Majoon refused to wear a
standard medical ID because
she thought it was unattrac-
tive and she didn’t want to be
labelled as ‘sick’ all the time.
So former Archer Academy stu-
dent Kya spent a year focused
on finding a solution with his
grandmother’s safety being his
primary concern.

According to Kya: “I
wanted to create something
my grandma would actually
wear, something that could
speak for her to paramedics
and healthcare professionals if

B AN 8

she was ever unable to speak
for herself. Wearability was
crucial, because it would be no
help at all if it ended up sitting
in a drawer at home.”

British-made

What 23-year-old Kya devel-
oped has now become a busi-
ness venture called MediWear
selling medical ID pendants.
Apart from the focus on devel-
oping an attractive design for
his pendants, using sustainable
materials has been crucial for
Kya and thus they are made

Life-saving: A fainting episode suffered by his grandmother Majoon, left, led to the creation of ID jewellery designed by Kya Mobasheri, right

from recycled silver.

They also meet Kya’s key
principle that manufacturing
should take place in the UK,
What 23-year-old Kya devel-
oped has now become a busi-
ness venture called MediWear
specifically in Birmingham’s
Jewellery Quarter. To ensure
the pendants are effective in an
emergency, Kyahas discovered
that paramedics are trained to
check all pulse points for patient
ID. The pendants include the
wearer’s name, date of birth
and NHS number, all of which

enable paramedics and other
medical staff to access health
records very rapidly. After all
her grandson’s work, Majoon
is delighted to wear the pen-
dant. Kya reports: “Seeing my
grandma wear the pendant [

designed makes it all worth-
while. She’s happy that the ID
jewellery looks beautiful and
comfortable enough to wear
every day. Knowing she’s as
safe as possible when she’s out
and about means everything

to me.”

A week of creativity
on the estates

East Finchley’s estates buzzed with energy this summer as the Summer Festival
brought a full week of creativity and celebration to Strawberry Vale, the Grange, and

neighbouring communities.

Run by a partnership between
Hope North London, The Green
Man Management Group,
church@five and Families
Church, the Estates Summer
Festival was free for local
residents.

Each day offered something
new: play-outs for kids, youth
football, arts and crafts and
performing arts sessions for all
ages, Summer Warm Welcome
for adults, and Alive Course
lunches.

Saturday featured a special
Women’s Wellbeing Morn-
ing alongside the much-loved
Teddy Bears’ Picnic, giving
space for families to relax and
connect. The evenings were
filled with fun activities, from
karaoke to quiz nights.

Artwork: A banner created at the Estates festival

The week ended with a Festival
Extravaganza on the Green,
featuring a pop-up choir, a cake

bake-off and ribbons of hope
tied to a tree.

Slow trains

There’s nothing the British like more than a large chunk of
nostalgia and there’s nothing that delivers it quicker than
trains, especially steam trains from some mythological golden
age of the railways.

This is the dream world of boys in short trousers standing at
the end of platforms waiting for the Wombat class 6-4-2 ‘Win-
chester Cathedral’ to come chugging up the incline between
Much Bickering and Twittering Junction. In this world there is
always a smiling driver, puffs of steam and smartly dressed ladies
having afternoon tea.

If you’re really lucky and travelling first class there will be a
retired war hero discussing murder with the little old lady knit-
ting howitzers and a weird- looking Belgian exercising his little
grey cells. Down in the cheap seats of third class will be an entire
prep school going home for the holidays and the Famous Five
will have lashings of ginger beer.

Who cares if it was never like that? The British sign up to
nostalgia, not history. It doesn’t matter that half the trains were
knackered or that the driver would probably die from some lung
disease within a year of retirement. Just as it doesn’t matter that
the train was noisy and slow or that by the time you got out
you would reek of smoke. It doesn’t matter that it was probably
raining or that the train was late and that if you had the money
you’d have bought a car.

This is the world of the heritage railway, this is the fantasy
island of Old England, of steam trains, branch lines, cats sleeping
onbenches and pipe-smoking porters. It’s the one thatis being sold
with all the current fuss about the railways being 200 years old.

And where are we now? China and Japan have superfast
bullet trains, while we have the farce of HS2 and are still stuck
with the slow train from Middling Town to Muddling Downs.
No wonder the age of the train has become a joke. After all,
my grandparents got a car as soon as they could afford one and
proved that if God had meant us to use the train he’d never have
given us the Ford Cortina.
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Side by side for the first
time in three centuries

By David Melsome

Two paintings depicting the same subject and both known as The Guitar Player — one
signed by the great 17th-century master Johannes Vermeer and the other whose origins
remain a mystery — are on display side-by-side for the first time in more than 300 years
at Kenwood House in Hampstead.

Double vision: A visitor compares the two versions of The Guitar P

On loan from the John G.
Johnson Collection at the Phila-
delphia Museum of Art, US,
the mystery painting joins the
original Vermeer masterpiece
at the English Heritage prop-
erty, marking the 350th

Photo English Heritage

anniversary of Vermeer’s death
in 1675.

The Guitar Player (1672) is
one of only 37 known paintings
by Vermeer, an artist who spe-
cialised in depicting everyday

layer on display at Kenwood House.

life in domestic interiors. In the
painting, a young woman looks
up while playing her guitar as
the strings continue to vibrate.

Double Vision: Vermeer at
Kenwood runs until 11 Janu-
ary 2026.

Review: Opera Cocktail

Artsdepot, North Finchley

By Jessica Holt

Opera Cocktail, staged at Artsdepot, offered a refreshing and accessible take on the
world of opera. Designed as a showcase of beloved arias, duets, and ensembles, this
production aimed to enchant seasoned opera lovers and those new to the genre.

Open aria: Love and longing
were all part of Opera Cocktail
at Artsdepot

The eveningunfolded as aseries
of musical ‘cocktails’, blend-
ing pieces from well-known
operas with a dash of informal
commentary and theatrical flair.

From the outset, the Oper-
aUpClose performers exuded
a sense of warmth and cama-
raderie, inviting the audience
into the heart of the piece. The
singers, all with impressive
vocal credentials, navigated the
repertoire with technical

assurance and expressive art-
istry. The direction was deft,
balancing the grandeur of
operatic tradition with moments
of intimacy and humour. The
staging around a picnic scene
was simple but effective,
making clever use of lighting
and minimal props to evoke a
variety of moods and settings.

Blended voices

Opera Cocktail’s selection
ranged from the comic bril-
liance of Mozart’s The Marriage
of Figaro to the poignant pas-
sion of Puccini’s La Bohéme.
Particularly memorable was
the ensemble rendition of Bella
figlia dell’amore from Verdi’s
Rigoletto, where the singers’
voices blended beautifully.
Congratulations to the cast
Elinor Jane Moran (soprano),
Brenton Spiteri (tenor), Felicity
Buckland (mezzo) and Hannah

Shilvock on clarinet.

One of the production’s
strengths lay in its engagement
with the audience. Perform-
ers occasionally broke the
fourth wall, offering context
or anecdotes that made each
aria more accessible. This
approach demystified opera,
fostering a sense of inclusivity
and breaking down barriers that
can sometimes make the genre
feel intimidating.

Artsdepot proved an ideal
venue for Opera Cocktail, with
its welcoming atmosphere and
excellent acoustics. The inti-
mate space allowed for a strong
connection between perform-
ers and audience, enhancing
the immediacy of the music
and drama. The production’s
informal tone suited the venue’s
community ethos, creating a
relaxed yet vibrant environ-
ment.

What’s on at
the Phoenix
in October

By Kathryn Smith, executive director

Ahuge thank you to everyone for your continued support
of the Phoenix Cinema. We wouldn’t be here without
you. Running an independent cinema comes with daily
challenges, so every visit paid, coffee bought or member-
ship taken really does make a difference.

This autumn we’re delighted
to present a special French
season running through Octo-
ber. Highlights include 1969
drama My Night with Maud
on Sunday 5 October and 1983
classic L’ Argent on Sunday 12
October.

We’re also excited to be
relaunching our Parent & Baby
screenings every Wednesday
at 11am. These relaxed shows
allow parents to enjoy the big
screen while little ones (under
1 years) are welcome too.

For younger audiences, we
have something extra special on
Saturday 25 October: Disney
Junior Cinema s a fun one-hour
programme designed as the
perfect introduction to cinema
for children.

Very much for grown-
ups, we will be showing Paul
Thomas Anderson’s One Battle
After Another starring Leon-
ardo Dicaprio in early October.
This is already being touted
as an Oscar contender and in
some places as “horrifying yet
ridiculously funny”.

From Friday 10 October, we
will be showing the acclaimed

PHOENIX CINEMA

new British release I Swear,
following the true story of
John Davidson and his life with
Tourette’s syndrome.

There are lots of ways
to continue supporting the
Phoenix: becoming a member,
making a donation, buying
a coffee, or simply buying
a ticket. Every penny spent
goes directly into running and
preserving this historic local
cinema.

From all of us at the Phoe-
nix, thank you once again. Your
support means the world to us,
and we’re proud to continue
bringing films, events, and com-
munity to East Finchley. For
the latest listings and updates,
please visitour website at www.
phoenixcinema.co.uk

COMING SOON

AT ARTSDEPOT

GETTING TRIGGY WITH IT

%

MATT PARKER

DOES THE MATHS

Sat 11 Oct
LIZA PULMAN

SINGS STREISAND

Thu 23 Oct

A SQUASH AND

A SQUEEZE
Fri 24 — Sun 26 Oct

ALEX McALEER:

MIND READER
Sat 25 Oct

...and lots more!
See the full line up
at artsdepot.co.uk

Box Office: 020 8369 5454
artsdepot.co.uk
artsdepot, North Finchley, N12 0GA
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| The Retreat
L il HAIR AND BEAUTY
B www.theretreatn2.com 3 020 8883 2354

.....

Noretreaton The Retreat
Dear Editor

| read in The Archer last
month about the 54% rent
rise that The Retreat Hair and
Beauty salon in East Finchley is
appealing against. Having been
a customer of Alban there for
the past 20 years, | wanted to
putin a letter of support in their
fighting against this.

54% rent rise: The Retreat salon

This has undoubtedly caused
enormous unnecessary strain,
and in appealing against this
Albanand his wife are also help-
ing preventthis from happening
to other businesses in the area.

Debbie Linton,
Address supplied

Save our cafés
Dear Editor

Help! The City of London
is attempting to change the
beloved cafés that have been
servingHampstead Heathlovers
for many years and there is a
large movement trying hard to
stop this unnecessary process.

People who enjoy the Heath
really love the two cafes con-
cerned: the Lido cafe and Parlia-
ment Hill Café, which has been
run so well by the Italian D’Aurio
family for 30 years.

We all really appreciate the
warmth and friendliness of all
the staff and value of the food
they serve and many hundreds
aretrying hard to stop any take-
overs by large chains, which
seems to be what the City of
London wants to offer for some
reason.

We are trying to keep these
beloved family-run cafes, and
we need all the support we can
get before things go further. We
don’t want them to be replaced
by faceless, more expensive
chain restaurants.

So if you care too, PLEASE
getinvolved or sign the petition
by going to www.change.org
and searching ‘Save our local
cafes’. Your voice will help!
Thank you.

Lisa and Dick Robinson,
Beresford Road, N2

Who’s knocking ?
Dear Editor

On Monday 8 September,
a roofing company knocked
on my door in East Finchley
looking for work. | had a small
bit of guttering to be cleaned,
for which | was quoted a cost
of £50.

My top front gutter also
needed cleaning but | knew it
would be a bigger job and a
much bigger cost so | told them
| didn’t want that done.

The next day there was a
knock at the door and the same
roofers appeared, but | discov-
ered they had already set up
a ladder in my front garden to
work on the top gutter.

A chap was at the top with
a bucket and trowel, clearing
it. | also heard roof tiles being
moved. | told the rooferto come
down and leave immediately
with his two colleagues.

Needless to say, no money
changed hands but it’s impos-
sible to know what damage they
might have done by moving
the tiles.

This is a warning story to
other homeowners. Take care
who you are engaging to do
work on your property and
make sure they never do more
than you ask, or you might end
up paying the cost.

Name and address supplied

Send your letters to:
news@the-archer.co.uk

Letters without verifiable contact addresses will not be printed.
Contact details can be withheld on request at publication. We
reserve the right to abridge letters for reasons of space.

Ocean to ocean: Nick Woodward setting off from Nordkapp deep in the Arctic Circle in Norway with
cycling companion Pete Goulston; wearing a net to ward off midges in the midnight sun in Finland; and
arriving with mascot Quackster at Tarifa on the Mediterranean

Arctic adders, soaring Sierras
and high heat on my north to
south journey on two wheels

By Nick Woodward

In May, we reported that East Finchley resident Nick Woodward was attempting to cycle
more than 6,000km across Europe from the Arctic to the Mediterranean. Well, he did
it, completing his epic journey in a remarkable 55 cycling days. Here, Nick shares the

most memorable moments.

Our start at Nordkapp in
Norway, Europe’s most
northerly point, was bitterly
cold and windy, leaving us
with frozen fingers and toes.
I was with Pete Goulston, a
friend from school days 40
years ago, who’d agreed to
join me on the Arctic leg of
the trip.

Heading south from there,
with the Mediterranean as the
target, seemed a near impossi-
bleprospect. However, the eight
days cycling in the Arctic, much
of it off-road through Finnish
forests, camping wherever we
fancied, with the midnight sun
lighting our way, was very
special.

Reindeer were ever present.
We even woke to a group around
the tent one morning. A big
shock was nearly riding over
an adder (a poisonous snake).
We watched our step in camp
after that! Worse, the infamous
Scandinavian midges were hor-
rific. We were never without our
mosquito head nets whilst there.

Early starts

Pete departed as planned in
Stockholm and the journey
from there to the border of

Spain on my own was without
major incident, apart from get-
ting lost and ending up in a dis-
used quarry on the outskirts of
Paris, resulting in an unpleas-
ant hour dragging my bike up
muddy slopes and across fields
to get back on track.

The final leg south though
was a different matter. Spain
was much tougher than I had
anticipated. The European
heatwaves meant temperatures
were peaking in the high 30s
and I had to make it through
several mountain ranges with
the passes over 5,000ft.

To cope with this, most
mornings [ left in the dark
before dawn and had short
days, finishing before noon.
Earlyriding brings its pleasures
though: empty roads; riding at
sunrise is always special; and on
a couple of occasions I cycled
past groups of deer and flocks
of vultures on the ground, wait-
ing for thermals to soar on. The
vultures were spectacularin size
and unexpectedly prevalent in
the Spanish mountains.

I had a great sense of achieve-
ment and even greater relief to
finally reach Tarifa, the

southern tip of Spain, at noon
on 24 August. The northern
shores of Africa were just
visible across the Strait of
Gibraltar. I had travelled ough
nine countries, along 6,000km,
up 40,000m of ascent and seen
amazing sights along the way.
The adventure of a lifetime.

All this was done to raise
funds for the Wheelchair Foot-
ball Association (WFA), which
I have been involved with for
nearly a decade. After two
months on the road, the trip
mascot Quackster and I took
our final photo overlooking the
Mediterranean.

We would be delighted if
you used the QR code to learn
a little more about wheelchair
football and consider making a
donation to help the sport and
players.

Half term at Artsdepot

Artsdepot in North Finchley has announced a week of shows and creative activities
to entertain youngsters during half term.

Running at different times
between Friday 24 and Friday
31 October, there’s the Julia
Donaldson and Alex Scheffler
puppetand song show A Squash

and a Squeeze, the inter-gen-
erational adventure Grandad
Anansi, live game show WiFi
Wars, mindfulness and creativ-
ity in The Little Yoga Art Camp,

and Little Terror, a fun show for
three to seven-year-olds. Find
the full set of listings and book
at www.artsdepot.co.uk
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George meet George: David Koppel's photos of George Michael with Boy George at Limelight

George Michael, Boy George, Johnny Rotten, Kim Wilde, Iggy Pop, Bananarama,
Malcolm McClaren... just some of the pop and rock icons who found themselves in
front of the lens of David Koppel when he was in-house photographer at the iconic
London nightclub Limelight in the 1980s.

Now David, an East Finchley
resident for more than 30 years,
has collected his candid and
evocative images from that
heady period, many of them
previously unreleased, for a
new book and an exhibition in
Hampstead this month.

Opened in an abandoned
Presbyterian church on Shaftes-
bury Avenuein 1985, Limelight
rapidly became the place to be
for New Romantics, punk rock-
ers, US rap legends, film stars
and fashionistas. David, then a

jobbing photographer, was
offered a night’s work there. “I
said I didn’t like nightclubs, 1
didn’tdrink, I wasn’t interested
in celebrities, and I was a “seri-
ous’ photographer,” he recalls.
They said, ‘We’ll pay you for
onenight.” Thatonenight lasted
a year and paved the way for a
decade on Fleet Street.”

Respect

The club was so dark, David
would often ask guests toholda
match to their faces so he could

see to focus. He always shot
in black and white because he
recalls “every newspaper and
most pop magazines hadn’t yet
discovered colour. There wasno
internet, no mobile phones, no
digital cameras.

“There was a lot more
respect between subject and
photographer in those days and
of course I had permission to be
in the club. It was something to
be a photographer then. And
it was something to be photo-
graphed.

Published by East Finchley Newspapers CIC www.the-archer.co.uk, email: news@the-archer.co.uk

Singer Sinitta with her clubbing companions at Limelight

Now everybody is a photog-
rapher.” In 1986, Bob Geldof
had his stag do at the Limelight
before marrying Paula Yates.
Even King Charles spent a
night there in the late 1990s.
Other famous faces captured
by David include Nile Rogers,
Brian May, Billy Idol, Sinitta

S
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Please contact the school office in order to

register your interest:

L 0208 8831824

@ office@holytrinity.oarnetmail.net

HOLY TRINITY /
OPEN DAY

WEDNESDAY 12™ NOVEMBER

Join us at our Open Day and see what
makes our learning environment so special.
We'd love to welcome you to our school,
introduce you to our dedicated staff and
show you how your child would flourish and
achieve their full potential.

Our Offer:

Forest School

Newly refurbished library

Non-Stop Action PE

Wraparound care

Rich variety of
sporting activities

“This is a very happy school
community, which pupils and
adults describe as a family...
Pupils say that everyone is
welcomed with open arms”

www.holytrinityceschool.org

and Shane MacGowan.

Career

Limelight eventually closed in
2003, by which time David had
moved into a successful career
as a freelance photographer
for national and international
publications.

In 2002 he bought the St
Giles Street Gallery inNorwich
to display and sell local and
international contemporary art
and photography.

David’s exhibition of his
Limelight photosis atthe Zebra
One Gallery, 73a Hampstead
High Street, NW3 1QX from
Friday 10 to Monday 20 Octo-
ber. Hisbook Limelightis avail-
able from www.davidkoppel.
co.uk

Famous faces: Actor Robbie
Coltrane and singer John Lydon

The Archer is a non-profit-making, non-political & non-religious newspaper, staffed entirely by volunteers.



