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By Samuel Burke

Calls for review of dangerous junction
A car lies on its side on the pavement, debris scattered across the crossing, traffic lights twisted beside it. In another incident, a vehicle has 
mounted the railings, its front crushed into the pedestrian barrier. On a separate night, blue lights from ambulances and police illuminate a 
scene of chaos as emergency crews treat the injured.

Two cars are wrecked after colliding with the metal barriers at the junction of Ossulton Way and the A1. Photos Samuel Burke
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Are you looking for volunteers 
to help in your community 
group or organisation? Our Be 
Part of It column is published 
on page 2 every month and 
gets results. Submissions are 
free and are included subject to 
available space. Please submit 
your listing up to a maximum of 
80 words to news@the-archer.
co.uk, marking your email ‘Be 
Part of It’.
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For residents living near the 
junction of Ossulton Way and 
the A1 Lyttelton Road in East 
Finchley, scenes like these are 
disturbingly frequent.

Locals say serious collisions 
and near-misses have become 
commonplace at the busy junc-
tion, raising concerns about 
pedestrian safety. Many now 
say they feel unsafe simply 
walking along the pavement or 
crossing the road.

In 2017, a woman aged 
96 died after being hit as she 
crossed on a pedestrian signal 
at the junction, in daylight and 
dry conditions.“Another seri-
ous accident feels inevitable,” 
local resident Jeff Harris says. 
“There is clearly an issue with 
the current layout or signage. 
The authorities have a duty of 
care to ensure the roads are safe 
for drivers and pedestrians, so 
this needs rectifying urgently to 
prevent further serious injuries 
or loss of life.”

The concerns centre on the 
design and operation of the 
junction, where traffic moving 
along the A1 passes through 
a residential and retail area. 
Residents argue that the layout, 
combined with vehicle speeds,

creates confusion and encour-
ages dangerous driving.

A community group of 
Brim Hill residents has been in 
contact with local representa-
tives and Transport for London 
(TfL), calling for a reduced 
speed limit, installation of red 
light and speed cameras, and 
a full review of the junction’s 

configuration. They also want 
improved pedestrian crossings 
and safer conditions for cyclists.

Barnet councillor Michael 
Mire says both he and fellow 
councillor Rohit Grover fully 
support the community pro-
posals. “Both Rohit and I have 
been calling for changes to the 

Falloden Way for over three 
years, including a zebra cross-
ing for schoolchildren. The 
issue we face is the road isn’t 
Barnet’s, it’s TfL’s, which is 
run via the Greater London 
Authority.” Mire has connected 
the group with Anne Clarke, 
London Assembly Member for 

Barnet and Camden, who has 
agreed to meet with the Brim 
Hill community group. In 
response, Ms. Clarke confirmed 
that Transport for London is 
aware of the concerns and is 
currently assessing options.
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